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The spirit of youth in him lost never its power; 


’ 


But this one passion all his long life held: 
To serve his Master to the last lingering hour. 
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So sweet his soul, his passing smile could bless: 
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INTRODUCTORY 


During the last illness of Reverend Doctor Tuttle (fifth 
rector) he made a request that I should write an account of 
his long ministerial career. 

When I expressed doubt as to my ability to perform it, he 
added, “You are able—if you think yourself to be able.” 

Some years after his death a suggestion came to me from 
the vestry to compile some historical data to mark the com- 
pletion of the church’s first century. Vividly I recalled the 
wish expressed by my father-in-law. His rectorate of forty- 
two years would include nearly half the century, and by com- 
pliance with the vestry’s request, his wish would be simultane- 
ously fulfilled. 

Three large volumes of the minutes of the vestry have been 
carefully reviewed, and the quaint spelling and capitalization 
of the penmanship of a century ago have been preserved in 
the excerpts. Also the obsolete method of writing the double 
“s,” used by a secretary (clerk) during the rectorate of 
Reverend Doctor Forbes (fourth rector), has been repro- 
duced. 

The object being to present the story in its own atmosphere, 
with its local color, and to avoid, as far as possible, a mere 
statistical and perfunctory history. 

In addition to the old records, important material has been 
derived from the sermon preached by Reverend Doctor Tuttle 
at the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the laying of 
the corner-stone, June 4, 1871, especially, descriptive matter 
pertaining to the environs of Greenwich Village at that early 
period. 

To Mr. J. Hamilton Morrison, present senior warden, I 
am indebted for old papers and documents preserved by him, 
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yielding information and suggestions for investigation. His | 
family connection with Saint Luke's dates from its birth— 
his mother’s father being 2 subscriber to the salary of the 
frst rector, the Reverend Doctor Upfold. 

Br the courtesy of the brarian of the General Theological 
Seminary many interesting facts were disclosed, and others 
confirmed, by 2id given me im the work of research. 

For specific and minute details pertaining to the Church 
Consecration Society, organized in 1912, for the liquidation 
of the mortgage debt, comprising all the financial reports and 
che tzbulation of the names of the many contributors, I extend 
cord] thanks to the junior warden and special treasurer of 
the fand. Mr. William Christie Lester. And I 2ppreciatively 
acl lede the zssistance of the Reverend A. E. Taylor, 
corete. and Mr. Wiliam E_ Gore, parishioner, m the reading 
of printer's proofs. 

The vitality of 2 church is dependent not only upon the 
Sdelty of its pastor but upon the devotion of its active mem- 
bers—zezlous workers of the past and present m its cause— 
and if space were available in this book it would be a joy to 
mention every one of them by name. The majority is m 
Book of Life Everiastmeg. 

The straggic made by Saint Luke's for existence may have 
sts replica im the life of other churches; but this once, whose 
history I know, is 2 striking exposition of spiritual courage 

I trust Saint Luke's existence for good to humanity may be 
found im 2 future generation to perpetuate its noble record. 


Tse AvrHzor 


New York City. 1926- 











ERRATA 


Page 36, for “Her danghter, Catherine, marsied Floyd Saath, May 
23nd, 1802" read “May 23nd. 1812 


Page 153. for “Ascension Church m 14th Sorect.™ read “Cheech af 
the Annunciation ~ 


Page 419, for “First Vice-President, Mrs. Morrison.” read “Mr. Job= 
H_ Morrison ~ 

















HISTORY OF 
SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


FIRST RECTOR 
GEORGE UPFOLD, M.D. 
(1820-1828) 


OnE Hunprep YEARS ago our great metropolis was an infant 
compared with the mature growth of the large cities of the Old 
World. It had a population of 98,000, of whom 8,400 were free 
blacks and 1,700 were slaves, and its environs comprised that 
small area of Manhattan Island stretching from the Battery on 
_the south to Canal Street on the north. Before the year 1820 
there were eleven churches representing the Episcopal denomination 
within this boundary. 

They were Trinity, 1696; St. George’s 1752, first chapel of 
Trinity, on the corner of Beekman and Van Cliff Streets—in 
1811 it became a separate corporation; St. Paul’s, 1766, second 
chapel of Trinity, Broadway and Vesey Street; Christ Church, 
1793, on Ann Street near Nassau; St. Mark’s on the Bouerie, 
1799; the French Church du St. Esprit, 1804, on Pine Street, 
having been a French Huguenot Church since 1687; St. Stephen’s 
1805, on Broome Street, corner of Chrystie Street; St. John’s, 
third chapel of Trinity, begun in 1803, completed in 1807, on 
Hudson and Varick Streets; *Grace Church, 1808, Broadway and 
Rector Street ; St. Philip’s for colored people, 1809, Frankfort and 
William Streets; and Zion Church, 1810, Mott Street corner of 


Cross—the congregation and ministers having previously been 
Lutheran. 


No more graphic description of the immediate vicinity ‘north. 
of Canal Street on the west may be found than that related by ane 
the Reverend Doctor Tuttle in a sermon he preached to celebrate, 
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*Grace Church occupied the southwest corner. 
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the Fiftieth Anniversary of Saint Luke’s. At various places we 
quote largely from it. Among the improbabilities at that time, he 
writes, was the want of any church so far away from the city 
limits in a locality called *Greenwich Village, so named on ac- 
count of its green fields and verdant groves. True, there were 
scattered along at wide intervals the country residences of 
General Morton, corner of Morton and Washington Streets, 
the ancestor of Levi P. Morton, the prominent financier and 
statesman; and Samuel M. Thompson, a retired sea captain, 
corner of LeRoy and Washington, whilst at 82 Jane Street? near 
Bethune, stood the mansion of Dr. William Bayard, where 
Alexander Hamilton was taken after the fatal duel with Aaron 
Burr, July 11th, 1804. On an eminence, near LeRoy Street, over- 
looking the Hudson River, was Cold Spring Garden, a favorite 
summer evening resort, while a block or two toward the east in 
Charles Street was the country residence of Sir Peter Warren; his 
winter home being downtown on Warren Street, which was named 
for him. This country estate was afterward known as Van Ness 
Place, its grounds covering sixty acres of the Ninth Ward, and 
about the last to yield to the exactions of a growing city. In this 
vicinity stood the village postoffice, a two-story frame building on the 
east side of Fourth Street between Amos and Christopher. About 
the only dwelling at the beginning of the 19th century on Hud- 
son Street between the spot on which Saint Luke’s Church was 
erected and Canal Street to the south, was the Brant House, 
afterward better known as the Tyler Tavern, standing on the 
corner of Spring and Hudson Streets. 

An old woodcut of 1822 shows Saint Luke’s Church facing upon 
what looks like an ordinary country road. Only two buildings 
are in sight. To the right is the Amos homestead, with a barn- 
yard gate between it and the church. (The Amos House, then 
in the midst of a large farm, was still standing on the corner of 
Christopher and Greenwich Streets, at the celebration of the 


*The Indian name was Sappokanikke. 
_ tIn this house when Hamilton was dying the Holy Communion was admin- 
istered to him by Bishop Moore, the father of Saint Luke’s first senior warden. 
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FIRST RECTOR 3 





Fiftieth Anniversary.) Back of the Amos farm is seen the 
old State Prison, while to the south of the church and the west 
is the Hudson River, with sails in the distance. The State 
Prison was built in 1796, and occupied by convicts until 1829, 
when the building was sold to Lorillard, the tobacco merchant, 
and later on it passed into the possession of Messrs. Nash, Bead- 
leston & Co., the well-known brewers. Judging from this old 
picture the water-line came much nearer Hudson Street than it 
does today ; the present Tenth Avenue along the docks and wharves 
being ground filled in and made by the city. Greenwich Street 
(Ninth Avenue) once bordered the Hudson River, and here in a 
modest two-story dwelling on the river side, there lived the great 
Bishop Hobart, when he was assistant minister to Trinity’s rector, 
Bishop Benjamin Moore. Here, in his attic study overlooking the 
river, he began his long series of religious publications. 


ROYAL GRANT OF LAND TO TRINITY CHURCH 


When the Dutch settlers possessed New Amsterdam, the land 
extending north of Chambers’ Street as far as Christopher, in- 
cluding sixty-two acres, was called the. “Dominie’s Bouerie” 
(farm) ; it belonged to Anneke Jans, who inherited it from her 
deceased husband. She married the second time, the Reverend 
Everadus Bogardus, familiarly called the “Dominie,” who 
managed the farm for her. When she died, by the provision of 
her will, this large tract of land was sold for the benefit of her 
children by her first husband. It was bought by Governor 
Lovelace for the British Crown, New Amsterdam having be- 
come New York by the English conquest of Manhattan Island. 
During the reign of Queen Anne this farm was ceded to Trinity 
Church in fee by Royal Patent, November 2oth, 1705, for the 
benefit of the “Rector and Inhabitants of the City of New York 
of the Communion of the Church of England as by law estab- 
lished.” After the Revolution the first Constitution of the State 
of New York, that of 1777, which declared its independence of 
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4 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


the British Crown, ordained “that nothing in this Constitution 
contained shall be construed to affect any grants of land within 
this State made by the said King or his predecessors or to annul 
any charters to bodies politic by him or them or any of them 
prior to October 14, 1775.” This explains the ownership of 
Trinity Corporation to so much land in the Ninth Ward. 


NEW RESIDENTS IN GREENWICH VILLAGE 


In the vicinity of Christopher on the north and Barrow on 
the south of Hudson Street, also called the Albany Post Road, 
Greenwich Village was sparsely populated in the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. It received a very important increase, 
in 1811, by the removal of Mrs. Peter Ritter, a widow, with her 
large family, from Maiden Lane—a very staunch churchwoman. 
With her came her two sons-in-law, Don Alonzo Cushman and 
Floyd Smith, both settling in Barrow Street with their families. 
The former married Matilda, and the latter Catherine. Mrs. 
Ritter had two other daughters, Julia and Angelica, and three 
sons, Henry, Peter and Frederick. Uniting with this Church 
element, there also came into the neighborhood the families of 
Clement C. Moore, son of Bishop Moore; the two Harrisons, 
William H. and Richard N.; Edward N. Cox, Nicholas and John 
P. Roome, Samuel M. Thompson, Andrew Backus, and a few 
others in a radius of a mile who keenly felt the absence of a 
house of worship in the straggling village of Greenwich. 


THE BIRTH OF SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


One hundred years ago the whole state of New York was one 
undivided diocese under the charge of the Right Reverend John 
Henry Hobart, referred to by many learned divines as “lion- 
hearted.” In those days of limited facilities for transportation, 
sometimes by stage or wagon only, involving physical discom- 
fort and exposure to all conditions of weather, a Bishop was 
compelled to be not only a lion in heart, but in strength of 
physical endurance as well. In October, 1820, the annual con- 
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vention of this immense diocese took place in St. Paul’s Chapel, 
this city, and thither came to attend it a clerical delegate re- 
presenting Trinity Church of Lansingburgh and Grace Church, 
Waterford, N. Y., the Reverend George Upfold, M.D. How inter- 
esting it is to follow up and observe a noble thought and purpose 
like a church gradually crystallize and finally take concrete form. 
A young clerk who had been reared in Lansingburgh, went to 
the convention to pay his respects to the Reverend George Upfold, 
his former rector, and told him about the small group of church- 
men way up in Greenwich Village without the advantages of 
Church ministrations. “A holy impulse stirred within the heart 
of this youth,” so an early account of this event relates, and he 
exclaimed, “Dear Rector, I will give you twenty dollars if you will 
come and start a church in our village.” This youth was Don 
Alonzo Cushman, so prominent afterwards as the successful mer- 
chant and devoted churchman. Reverend Mr. Upfold could not 
resist the appeal nor the earnest spirit displayed by the frank offer 
——a considerable sum for a young man in those simple days—and 
he consented to visit the churchmen living in that remote section 
of the city. By , 

A conference took place at the residence of Mrs. Peter Ritter 
on the corner of West Fourth and Little Jones Streets, October 
22nd, when the first impetus was given to the building of Saint 
Luke’s Church. She lived for eight years to promote and bless 
the incipient enterprise. A tablet to her memory is on the north 
wall of the old church. 

On a Friday evening of the same week in October, 1820, the 
villagers arranged for a service in a small school-house in Amos 
Street (now West Tenth) which had been built by Mr. Amos, 
from whom the street derived its name. The school-master, Mr. 
Obadiah Parker, strongly in sympathy with the new project, 
cordially and politely offered the use of the room for this first 
service. In the year 1871, when Saint Luke’s celebrated its F iftieth 
Anniversary this school-house was still standing, almost concealed 
by other buildings, between Hudson and Bleecker Streets. 

The old record continues, “the congregation though convened 
at a short notice was quite respectable as to numbers, and from 
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the desires expressed by those who were present, Mr. Upfold 
I ‘ was requested to officiate again on the following Sunday, which 
| he did—with a much larger number of hearers, both morning 
and evening—and gave notice required by the statutes of the 
State for a meeting of persons, disposed to unite in forming a 
congregation, for a subsequent day, to proceed to the organization 
of a parish by the election of church-wardens and vestrymen.” 
The first legal meeting is recorded in the old parish register as 
follows: 
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“At a meeting of those persons in the village of Greenwich, who are 
desirous of establishing a Protestant Episcopal Church and for the purpose 
of electing two churchwardens and eight vestrymen for the same at 
Parker's schoolroom on Monday evening, 6th November, John P. Roome 
was chosen chairman, Richard N. Harrison, secretary. 


Resolved, That they proceed to an election; that Mr. Walker and Mr. 
Henry Ritter be the inspectors. The following persons were duly chosen 
Churchwardens: Clement C. Moore and Edward N. Cox, Vestrymen: 
Richard Harrison, Nicholas Roome, Floyd Smith, John P. Roome, 
Richard N. Harrison, Henry Ritter, Samuel Thompson, Andrew Backus. 


Resolved. That this Church shall hereafter be known in law by the 
name, style and title of the Rector, Churchwardens and Vestry of Saint 
Luke's Church, New York. 

Resolved, That the first Monday in Easter week of each year between 
the hours of twelve o'clock, M. and one o'clock, P.M., be and is hereby 
fixed as the time for the future election of two churchwardens and eight 
vestrymen for this Church. 
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“New York, November 6th, 1820.” 
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It is a lasting honor to this parish that its first and highest 
officer was Clement Clark Moore, son of Right Reverend Benjamin 
Moore, Bishop of New York, who has been described by the 
Reverend Doctor Tuttle, the fifth Rector of Saint Luke’s, as “an 
accomplished scholar, Christian gentleman, and noble benefactor to 
literature and theology—first giving himself and his time and 
talents unto the Lord—and then an *ample endowment of land to 
our General Seminary and consecrating to theology and sound 
learning his valuable services as Professor in Hebrew and Oriental 
languages.” 
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*It was this gift of land which decided the permanent location of the 
Theological Seminary in this city. Otherwise it would have been established 
in New Haven, Conn. It was founded in 1817, removed to New Haven in 
1820, and removed back again to New York in 1821. The first corner-stone 
was laid July 28th, 1825. 
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Notwithstanding all these remarkable factors in the life of 
Professor Clement C. Moore, his memory will undoubtedly live 
longest on account of his services to little children in the delight- 
ful Christmas poem which he composed merely for the pleasure 
of his own family, but which has since spread to households all 
over the world: 


“’Twas the night before Christmas when all through 
the house, 


Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.” 
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From 1820 to 1835 he was one of the most active men in Saint 
Luke’s, prominent in all its affairs and deeply interested in its 
prosperity. To sustain it, one time, during financial difficulty, he 
loaned the vestry twelve hundred dollars. He died in 1863 at the 
advanced age of eighty-four, and was interred in Saint Luke’s 
Churchyard in a vault he had purchased from the corporation. 
Afterwards his remains were removed to Trinity Cemetery, Broad- 
way and 155th Street, where stands the Chapel of the Intercession, 
and where on every Christmas Eve may be seen an imposing 
procession comprising the Vicar, Curates, Vestry and Choir, wind- 
ing its way through God’s Acre, singing “Holy Night” and halting 
at the grave of the author of the Christmas poem, where it is 
recited aloud by the Vicar, the Reverend Doctor Milo H. Gates. 
There is a tablet to the memory of Clement C. Moore in Saint 
Peter’s Church, New York City. 

Mr. Floyd Smith was the last survivor of the ten men on the 
first vestry, most of them being in early manhood at the time of the 
election. Reverend Doctor Tuttle referred to him as a gentle- 
man well-known in the Councils of the Church for half a century, 
as a staunch advocate of evangelical truth and apostolic order’— 
adding, “he represents the devotion and zeal of his colleagues in 
the great church work under the leadership of Bishops Hobart 
and Onderdonk.” 

Mr. Floyd Smith passed away in the year 1874. He was 
prominent in the work of the City Mission Society and served 
for years on the Standing Committee of the Diocese. A tablet 
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to his memory is in the Chapel Tower of the Theological 
Seminary at Chelsea Square, New York City. 


FURNISHING THE WATCHHOUSE AS A CHAPEL 


Now commenced the stirring life of Saint Luke’s. Trinity 
Church, whose munificence was felt in all early Church enter- 
prises, promptly gave the ground for the Church, and soon after 
added two more lots for the churchyard, sensible of the necessity 
and obligation to uphold a Church in this large section of her 
landed possessions. The work gaining friends and encourage- 
ment and aid went on through the activities of the small but 
earnest band of men and women. Through the influence of 
Alderman Townsend and the kindness of the Common Council, 
the room over the old watchhouse, corner of Hudson and Chris- 
topher Streets, was granted for the use of the nascent Church at 
thirty dollars per annum; the proffered articles and appropria- 
tions soon gave to the room its appointments of a place for public 
worship. Messrs. Cox, Ritter and John P. Roome, were appointed 
a committee “to make such arrangements as they may deem proper 
for the location of a Reading Desk, Seats, etc., and for the ac- 
commodation of Minister and People in the room, And Messrs. 
Ritter, Harrison and Smith, a committee “to apply to Trinity 
Church for the loan of Chandeliers belonging to Saint Paul’s Chapel, 
not now in use, and for the loan of Such Communion Plate as 
they may have unappropriated.” They were also instructed to 
procure candles for lighting purposes and wood to heat the room. 
The Rector-elect entered on the duties of his office, December 6th, 
1820, some twenty families coming under his charge, and the 
usual attendance at service being from forty to sixty persons. 
On Christmas Day, December 25th, 1820, the Holy Communion was 
administered for the first time to about sixteen communicants. 

These evidently were the good old days of few collections as 
shown by this interesting resolution passed by the vestry on May 
4th, 1821. “Resolved that a collection be taken up in the Church 
once in every three months to commence the first Sunday in June 
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next for the purpose of defraying the expense incurred in the fix- 
ing of the room and the rent thereof, and that the Rector give 
notice from the desk the Sunday previous.” 

The village of Greenwich now began to make progress from two 
causes. The old State prison, whose walls 23 feet high enclosed 
about four acres and extended from corner of Christopher, and 
ran up to Washington Street to about half way between Charles 
and Perry Streets, and then ran westerly with a break in the north 
line down west to Christopher and up that street to the corner of 
the starting point, and containing some two hundred and fifty con- 
victs, became a prominent point in this open country, and naturally 
drew around it the enterprising shopmen and market dealers. 

But the frequent visits of yellow fever effected an increase in 
the formation and growth of the village. August and September 
were the months the epidemic appeared—there was no system of 
quarantine in those early days—and the inhabitants of the confined 
parts of the city fled to Greenwich for refuge. For this reason 
the locality became a summer resort—though some families re- 
mained and established a permanent residence. The vestry was 
now encouraged to project a building of the dimensions of 45 feet 
by 55 and the plans of Clement C. Moore, the chairman of the 
building committee, were approved; but one and another showing 
interest in church matters, the plan was enlarged, though not with- 
out some misgiving, to 48 by 65 feet. 

Mr. John Heath offered the successful bid for the erection of 
the Church contracting to build it for $7,500. From this point the 
little Church colony had committed to them a great undertaking, 
and the various committees became active in the discharge of their 
respective duties. Members of the building committee were 
Messrs. Clement C. Moore, Edward N. Cox, and Thomas Con- 
stantine, and at a following vestry meeting the names of Mr. 
Nicholas Roome and Mr. Henry Ritter were added. 

The finance committee comprised Messrs. Thomas Constantine, 
George Coggill, and Don Alonzo Cushman. 

On Monday, July 2nd, 1821, another committee was appointed 
by the Rector for collecting funds called in the records “a com- 
mittee of collection,” the members of which were Messrs. George 
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Coggill, Frederick W. Ritter, Richard Oakley, Cornelius Oakley, 
Cornelius R. Duffie, Samuel M. Thompson, and Richard N. Har- 
rison. Then followed a resolution “that Messrs. William H. 
Harrison, Floyd Smith, Don Alonzo Cushman and Edward N. Cox, 
be, and the same are hereby appointed a committee to ascertain 
the practicability of obtaining a loan to this corporation of. five 
thousand dollars, the payment of which to be secured by a bond 
of Trinity Church and the interest by the obligation of indivi- 
duals.” After the laying of the corner-stone this resolution is 
indited—“that the several members of the vestry collect as much 
money as possible on account of the subscription toward the 
building of the church on or before Wednesday, the 29th of August, 
and that the several members pay & report the same, money & 
subscriptions at a meeting on that day.” At every advance en- 
thusiasm quickened, and the interests of the earnest band of 
workers now centered on the very important event of the laying 
of the corner-stone for which arrangements were made to take 
place June 4th, six and one-half months from the meeting in Obadiah 
Parker’s schoolhouse. Mr. Labagh, a zealous layman, had the stone 
prepared and engraved at his own expense, and it was brought to 
the spot bearing this inscription : 


“Glory to God in the Highest” 
St. Luke’s Church 
Erected A.D. 1821 

Rev. George Upfold, M.D., Rector 


Clement C. Moore 


Edward. N.' Cox Church Wardens 


Nicholas Roome 

Henry Ritter 

Andrew Backus 

John P. Roome 

Floyd Smith Vestromen 
Thomas Constantine 

D. A. Cushman 

Wm. H. Harrison 


John Heath, Architect; Richard Kidney, Builder 
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Church notices were given in the city and around, of the laying 
of this stone on June 4th. The auspicious day arrived, Except 
for those who commanded private or public carriages, there was 
slight accommodation for reaching the grounds. At that time only 
one stage a day ran from this country quarter into the city and 
back again, and the passengers inside had not learned to 
grumble as the stage stopped here and there along the way to 
the Battery, while one and another got out to shop. Most of the 
population was below Chambers Street. The plain red stone on 
the north side of the old City Hall shows, that at that time it was 
thought improbable that many would have occasion to pass beyond 
its marble front facing the south. i 


“In these days fair Greenwich Village W 





Slept by Hudson’s rural shore, aa} 
Two miles out from New York City Wi 
With its bustle, rush and roar; My 
Then great Gotham’s ‘eighty-thousand’ Pi 
Filled the New World with amaze, Hi 
And the City Hall was building \ 


‘Out of Town’ in those ‘past’ days! 


Then Canal Street was a. little creek 
Famed for piscatory charms 
And Broadway a country turnpike 
Winding Northward through the farms. 
Then the stage from Greenwich prison 
Drove to Wall Street twice a day— 
Now the sombre ‘Black Maria’* 
Oftener drives the other way!” 
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But curiosity and propriety drew many this day out of the 
precincts of the city to attend the laying of this corner-stone. 


Some took the lanes winding among and over the hills of Broad- ti 
way, till they reached the stone bridge which spanned the canal. i 
Other parties passed on, till they crossed the wooden bridge over f 
the canal at Greenwich Street. 1 


Both companies on crossing the canal found their paths in the | 
vicinity of the celebrated mansion of Richmond Hill, which stood t 


*The hearse belonging to the Poor House. p 
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on the high eminence in sight of the city. This mansion of the 
English Major Mortier, naturally became for a time as a place 
of observation and ample dimensions the headquarters of General 
Washington. The splendor of Richmond Hill was perhaps at its 
height when occupied by Aaron Burr, where his home life was 
spent when freed from his duties as Vice-President of the United 
States. 

But our friends, as they pushed towards these grounds, could 
have scarcely passed through the forest trees and exquisite scenery 
about Charlton, Spring and Varick Streets, even up to Clarkson 
Street, without a shudder at the awful murder which had been lately 
revealed by Juliana Elmore Sands being found dead in Manhattan 
well near Spring Street. The evident marks of violence on the 
body of this beautiful young Quakeress, on a cold winter’s night, 
was too unusual an incident in those more primitive days of the 
metropolis, and the trial of the supposed murderer left upon those 
meadows and groves too deep shadings of horror not to arrest 
the thoughts of our friends on that day, while proceeding to the 
religious ceremony of laying this corner-stone. 

Such is the graphic picture given by Reverend Doctor Tuttle, 
of the environs of Saint Luke’s at this early date of its founding :— 
“The fact of this imposing ceremony,” he adds, “seems to have 
reached the city papers within two days,’ when the following 
notice appeared in a daily, called “The Columbian,” on the 6th of 
June, 1821. 


“The corner-stone of a new Episcopal Church, to be called St. 
Luke’s, Greenwich, was laid on Monday at ten o'clock. The cere- 
mony was performed by the Right Reverend Bishop Hobart, assisted 
by the Rev. G. Upfold and many of the Clergy. The build- 
ing will be plain and neat, and contains upwards of one hundred 
pews on the ground floor. The erection of this Church, we learn, 
is owing to the exertions of a few gentlemen who have given 
their individual responsibilities for the cost of the edifice. The 
ground is a present from Trinity Church.” 


The present writer, however, has discovered that the news 
reached the city the next day, the 5th of June, 1821, for the 
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Evening Post of that date (a paper founded by Alexander 
Hamilton), has the following, and more lengthy account of the 
event, printed in the shape of a leading editorial article: 


“The corner-stone of a new Episcopal Church, to be called 
St. Luke’s Church, was laid at Greenwich yesterday at one o’clock 
P.M. The ceremony was performed by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Hobart, who was assisted by the Rev. George Upfold, 
M.D., Rector, and most of the Clergy of the city. The Church 
is to be a plain, but neat edifice, with tower projecting from the 
front; it will contain upward of 100 pews on the ground floor. 
Although the strictest economy has been studied in the plan, yet 
it is expected that the building will be a model for neatness and 
for its just proportions. But a few months since there was no 
administrations of the holy ordinances according to the forms of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in this part of the city and prob- 
ably there would not now be any, were it not for the laudable 
exertions of a few gentlemen, who have gathered together a very 
respectable congregation and organized a church. The erection 
of St. Luke’s Church is a continuance of these exertions, the 
ground being a gift of Trinity Church (which had acted on this 
occasion with its accustomed liberality). The same individuals 
have added to the appropriation of their time and attentions their 
individual responsibilities for the cost of the edifice. To defray 
these expenses they look, and look with confidence, to the liberality 
of their fellow Christians. The members of the congregation 
are ready, too, with their mites, which must, however, be very 
small, as they now, out of very limited incomes, support the church. 


We trust, therefore, that the benevolence of Christians, and 
particularly those of the Protestant Episcopal Church, will be active 
toward this object. The ceremony was witnessed by several of the 
vestries of other churches, and a number of very respectable per- 
sons. It is perhaps unnecessary to add that the service was remark- 
ably solemn and appropriate.” 


As the building advanced, a small tablet of white marble was 
set in the brick over the front door with this inscription : 
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ST. LURE SaceuURGH 
Erected A.D. 1821 


“O give thanks unto the Lord, call upon His name; 
make known His deeds among the people!” 


On July 25th, 1821, the first installment of $1,250 was paid on 
the building, and a second one similar in amount, Mr. Heath received 
in January, 1822. 7 

On Tuesday, October roth, 1821, Saint Luke’s was represented for 
the first time by delegates to the Diocesan Convention. It was held 
in Trinity Church, this city, and the delegates appointed were Mr. 
Clement C. Moore, Mr. Edward N. Cox, Mr. Thomas Constantine 
and Mr. William H. Harrison. 


FURNISHING THE CHURCH 


In the course of preparation for the occupancy and furnishing 
of the church the thanks of the vestry were extended “to Mrs. 
Sherman, Miss Julia Ritter and Miss Angelica Ritter for the 
efficient service they have rendered by their individual exertions 
to collect funds for defraying the expense of furnishing the pulpit, 
reading desk and Chancel.” Two Bibles were presented, one by 
a Mrs. Sullivan, and one by *Mr. T. N. Stanford, while the firm 
of Messrs. T. and G. Swords gave prayer-books, the Church du 
Saint Esprit loaned a bell then in use at Saint Stephens; and a 
silver pitcher and two silver tumblers for the Communion were 
loaned by Mrs. Lawrence. A year later Mr. Floyd Smith gave a 
plated Communion Service bearing the modest inscription: “Pre- 
sented by a friend of St. Luke’s Church, June, 1823.” The 
furniture and fixtures of the room in the watch-house were 
ordered sold by the vestry, “but the stove and stove-pipe to be 
reserved.” Eighty dollars were added to the treasury by this 
sale. In November, 1822, the thanks of the vestry were presented 
to Mr. Thomas Constantine “for his elegant present of a Com- 
munion table and Chairs for the Chancel.” 


*Thomas N. Stanford, a Church publisher and intimate friend of Bishop 
Hobart. 
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The finance committee reported for the committee on collections 
a single donation of $500.00 from Thomas Waters, Esq., $814.00 
general subscriptions, and a loan of $5,000.00 from Mrs. Elizabeth 
Barton, for twelve years at six per cent interest, payable annually 
upon receiving on, or before the first day of May next, the following 
securities, viz. :— 
“Firstly—“The bond of the Corporation of Trinity Church for 
the principal payable at the expiration of twelve years. 
“Secondly—the bond of this Corporation for the interest until the 
principal is paid. 
“Thirdly—the bond of the individual members of this vestry for 
the payment of the interest as collateral security for the same. 


“Fourthly—the assignment of the Policy of Insurance of the 
building against fire value mentioned in the proposed $5,000.00, 
but your committees presume that no greater sum will be 
requested to be insured than is loaned. All which is respect- 
fully submitted. (Dated) 28th of March, 1822.” 

For the transaction of business a Corporation Seal was deemed 
necessary, and Mr. Cox submitted to the vestry “the device of a 
seal drawn and presented by Mr. Francis Kearney (engraver 
of Philadelphia), whereupon it was unanimously resolved that 
the thanks of this vestry be presented to Mr. Kearney for 
his beautiful device, and that the secretary be authorized to 
employ Mr. Wm. D. Smith, of this city, to engrave the Seal.” 


CONSECRATING THE CHURCH 


The month of April had arrived and the thoughts of the vestry 
were directed to the consecration of the church—for its interior ap- 
pointments and furnishings were about essentially completed. The 
loan of Mrs. Elizabeth Barton had been duly executed, Trinity 
Corporation giving its bond as security, and Mr. Heath, the builder, 
in receipt of the final payment on the contract in amount $5,000 
with $86.17 for “extra work”—a preliminary sum of $2,500 having 
been paid—so at a meeting on the 29th of the month, a committee 
was appointed comprising Messrs. Harrison, Cox, Smith and 
Cushman with the Rector as Chairman to make the necessary 
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arrangements for the ceremony. This was the last meeting of 
the vestry to be held “in the room occupied for public worship,” 
meaning the watch-house, for the following meeting took place, 
the 7th of May, 1822, for the first time in the vestry-room of the 
church. In the beginning, the old records state the meetings were 
held “in the dwelling-house of Nicholas Roome,” sometimes, also, 
“in the house of the Rector,’ and afterwards, “the room occupied 
for public worship.” Now, however, the board was settled in its 
own vestry-room, and it was here plans for the ceremony of con- 
secration were considered. The service took place Ascension Day, 
May 16th, 1822, with Bishop Hobart presiding. 

A bill was presented a few days later by John Crigiel in amount 
one dollar and twenty-one cents, “for delivering the invitations to 
the ceremony.” At first, Wednesday was appointed for the public 
sale of the pews, but it was deferred to the next day, Thursday, 
the 23rd of May. At this period the committees on vaults and 
pews made favorable financial reports which were promising for 
the future. The former stated sixty-one pews had been “let” at 
the total sum of eight hundred and fifty-nine dollars, and that 
the premiums on those which were sold at public sale, amounted to 
two hundred and eighteen dollars. Altogether there were one 
hundred and twenty pews calculated to yield fourteen hundred dol- 
lars annually, not including pew 70, which would be reserved for the 
Rector’s family. The best pew rented for twenty dollars a year, 
the minimum price being four dollars. In November, 1827, all 
the pews were reported rented but one, No. 16, listed at $14.00. 

The committee in charge of the building and sale of vaults on 
the two lots given by Trinity Corporation for a churchyard, re- 
ported in the treasury three hundred dollars and seventy-nine cents 
—eight vaults so far having been built and paid for. The vestry, 
emboldened by these reports considered seriously the purchase of a 
bell for the tower to take the place of the one loaned by the French 
Church du Saint Esprit, whereupon Messrs. Cox and Constantine 
were appointed to procure one. They reported an estimate by 
Mr. James T. Allaire to furnish a bell weighing 600 lIbs., already 
cast, at forty-four cents a pound. Their decision not being prompt, 
it was found the bell had been disposed of, but Mr. Allaire magnani- 
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mously offered to cast another, weighing 750 lbs., which he would 
sell to them for the same price as the 600 lbs., “on a credit of five 
years, six months of which would be without interest.” These 
were days of small beginnings and economy was necessary. 
The first sexton, Allen Royce, was obliged to be content with fifty- 
two dollars a year. He was discharged the 21st of May, 1822, 
and Jacob A. Roome appointed in his place, the salary being in- 
creased shortly afterwards to seventy-five dollars. <A deputy- 
sexton was engaged as a bell-ringer at an annual salary of twenty 
dollars and “for blowing the Organ Bellows the additional sum 
of ten dollars in quarterly payments.” It was ordered by the vestry 
“the bell shall be rung on public occasions, and an alarm of fire, 
as well as for public worship.” In the direful summer of 1822 
it pealed forth most solemnly in sympathy and welcoming comfort 
to the flying refugees from the south end of Manhattan Island 
where the yellow fever was raging as it never had before. 

Only the poorer classes and the negroes remained in the in- 
fected district. The latter, not being affected by the fever, were 
found to be of service in the hazardous duty of attending the sick 
and burying the dead. While the panic lasted Greenwich was 
crowded and to quote Devoe in his “Market Book,” a village grew 
in a night about Spring Street Market, but a town near the State 
Prison (Christopher Street). Another account relates: “Satur- 
day, the 24th of August, our city presents the appearance of a 
town besieged. From daybreak till night one line of carts, con- 
taining boxes, merchandise and effects, were seen moving towards 
Greenwich Village and the upper parts of the city. Carriages and 
hacks, wagons and horsemen, were scouring the streets and fill- 
ing the roads; persons with anxiety strongly marked on their 
countenances and with hurried gait, were hustling through the 
streets. 

Temporary stores and offices were erected, and even on the 
ensuing day (Sunday) carts were in motion and the saw and 
hammer busily at work. 

Within a few days thereafter the Custom House, Post Office, 
the banks (from which Bank Street derived its name), the in- 
surance offices, and the printers of newspapers located themselves 
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in the village or in the upper part of Broadway, where they were 
free from impending danger; and these places almost instan- 
taneously became the seat of the immense business usually carried 
on in the metropolis.” 

The long stretch of open country between Greenwich and the 
city limits, four miles away, apparently constituted a barrier, which 
the pestilence could not overcome. The salubrity of the region 
was due to excellent drainage and to the fact that its underlying 
soil to a depth of at least fifty feet was, and is, of pure sand. On 
account of the village being an asylum from the scourge, Mrs. 
Ritter and her co-founders of the church were influenced to name 
it Saint Luke, after the beloved physician of the Bible, 

Autumn was approaching, the days were rapidly shortening, and 
no provision had yet been made for lighting the church, neither for 
warming it, so the committee of supplies and repairs was instructed 
to attend to these important necessities. They reported at the 
next meeting “‘the stoves had been set up, the lamps purchased, and 
that branches for the pulpit and reading-desk were ordered to be 
furnished, and that the church would be ready for evening service 
on the third Sunday of the current month” (September). On 
Tuesday, the 1st of October, four of the vestry were appointed 
delegates “from this church to the Diocesan Convention to be held 
in Saint Paul’s Church in the city of Troy, on the fifteenth instant ; 
and that the Reverend Rector furnish them with a certificate of 
their appointment.” The delegates were Clement C. Moore, Wil- 
liam H. Harrison, Thomas Constantine and James N. Wells—and 
the treasurer was ordered “to pay the sum of nine dollars due the 
Diocesan fund for the last year”—a trifling amount viewed from 
the standpoint of present day affairs. 

In the early days there was no organ and merely a voluntary 
choir. Nevertheless under the talented leadership of Mr. Don 
Alonzo Cushman, aided by members of his family, Saint Luke’s be- 
came noted for its excellent music. But this capable and zealous 
friend of the village church on November 5th, 1822, afraid of “‘in- 
juring his health,’ so the minute reads, “was obliged to decline 
for the future leading the Psalmody of the Church.” A resolution 
of thanks was presented Mr. Cushman, July, 1823, also “a copy of 
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Chants and Psalm tunes, recently published by Davies and Coates 
handsomely bound in Morocco and labelled, ‘Presented by the 
Corporation of St. Luke’s Church to D. A. Cushman as a token 
of gratitude and respect for the services he has rendered the church 
in gratuitously leading its music about two years.’ ” 

On February 4th, 1823, a proposition from Mr. Thomas Hall to 
let or sell an organ was declined on the ground “that the vestry 
could not at present afford it’; but a little over a year later the 
vestry boldly entered upon a plan to secure an organ of three and 
one-half stops for the sum of two hundred and thirty-five dollars; 
on condition, however, of being able to depend upon a choir and 
organist “without making this corporation responsible for the ex- 
penses thereof.” From this time until September, 1826, the music 
was conducted by volunteers, when William P, Erben was engaged 
as organist at a salary of one hundred dollars per annum, The 
village church was familiarly known for a long time as “St. Luke’s- 
in-the-Fields,” which was literally true of its situation. On the 
north and east extended an undulating reach of pasture and meadow 
land, whilst on the west there was nothing to intercept the beautiful 
view of the Hudson River. That the installation of the organ must 
have been an important event in the ecclesiastical history of Green- 
wich Village there is no doubt, and we can easily fancy the people 
coming from the farms, even a long way off, to see this masterpiece 
of musical mechanism, and to listen with awe to its sonorous 
rumblings. | 

Under the able administration of the Rector, assisted occasionally 
by the Reverend George Washington Doane, a curate at Trinity, 
and afterward Bishop of New Jersey, the parish steadily gained in 
strength, and in 1828 had about one hundred families, For services 
rendered by the Reverend Mr. Upfold at Trinity Church and its 
Chapels in exchange for the services of the Reverend Mr. Doane 
at Saint Luke’s with whom he alternated, the Corporation of 
Trinity paid him a salary of six hundered dollars—an indication of 
the fostering care felt by Trinity for the infant church of Saint 
Luke’s, and in 1827, in response to a petition of the vestry, she 
generously granted an annual payment of four hundred dollars in 
behalf of the Rector’s salary. 
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THE PARSONAGE BUILT 


Some enterprising churchmen,* zealous to secure for Saint Luke’s 
a winter congregation, induced capitalists to make the experiment 
of erecting houses, which proved a success. Among the very first 
dwellings erected on the street were the parsonage next to the 
churchyard on the south, and an adjoining house. A resolution 
referring to the parsonage is as follows: “that the plan of building 
two houses upon the lots leased from Trinity Church be adopted— 
one of the houses to be thirty feet and the other twenty feet wide 
upon Hudson Street and each thirty-six feet deep—that the wider 
house be let to the Reverend Rector as a parsonage house, and the 
other be leased.” The Rector paid for the rent of the parsonage 
out of his salary of eight hundred dollars, painfully proving these 
were veritable days, indeed, of small beginnings. His taste for 
shrubbery surrounded the church premises with enlivening trees. 
The example was contagious and all the streets around, especially 
Grove Street, clad in living green, lent a charm to the neighborhood. 
In 1876 the present writer saw two of Dr. Upfold’s trees cut down 
on account of decay and menace to life—one stood in front of the 
parsonage, and the other before the door of her own home—the 
“adjoining house.” 

The first record of official acts by the first Rector of Saint Luke’s 
is dated December 13th, 1820—the baptism of Catherine Augusta 
Roome, daughter of Nicholas and Jemima Roome. This entry 
stands at the head of the baptisms in the parish. 

The first recorded marriage, July 7, 1821, is that of James 
Gardner to Elizabeth Belcher. 

The first recorded funeral is that of Mrs. Aymar at the advanced 
age of eighty-seven, and she was the first one to be interred in the 
churchyard vaults. 

After a rectorship of eight years of great success and useful- 
ness, the Reverend Mr. Upfold resigned March Sth, 1828, and 
accepted a call to Saint Thomas’ Church, the charge of which had 
recently become vacant by the death of the rector, the Reverend 
Cornelius R. Duffie. Saint Thomas’ Church was built two years later 


*The prime mover was the vestryman, James N. Wells, whose carpenter shop 
and real-estate office stood many years on Hudson Street near the corner of 
Christopher. Afterwards he moved to 191 N inth Avenue. 
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than Saint Luke’s (1823) on the corner of Broadway and Hous- 
ton Street, nearer the confines of the city, and where on Sundays 
during service a chain was stretched across Broadway both above 
and below Houston Street, so that the worshippers in the church 
might not be disturbed by the sound of rumbling wheels—an 
interesting fact in strange contrast with its present environment. 

At the Easter election in 1828, Clement C. Moore and George N, 
Sewall declined as candidates for re-election, and Floyd Smith was 
chosen to serve as warden in place of Dr. Moore, Thomas Browning 
filled the vacancy of Mr. Sewall on the vestry, and Henry Beadel 
was elected to complete the full number. But the next month 
Dr. Clement C. Moore was persuaded to return to the vestry and 
take the place of William H. Harrison, who presented his resigna- 
tion, having served from the beginning of the church. 

The following list of names comprises members of the board of 
vestry who served the whole or part of the rectorship of the 
Reverend Mr. Upfold: 


La Clement C. Moore Samuel M. Thompson 

aie Edward N. Cox Richard N. Harrison 

* <= Nicholas Roome George Coggill 

wo Henry Ritter James N. Wells 

o, Andrew Backus Cornelius Oakley 

62 John P. Roome Talman J. Waters 

. 5 Floyd Smith Peter Ritter, one year, 1824 

ra “4 Thomas Constantine Peter Aymar, six months, 

SS OD. A. Cushman Oct., 1825 to April, 1826 
*<¢ Wm. H. Harrison William Bayard, one year, 1826 
= ° George N. Sewall, one year, 1827 


Henry Bicker, one year, 1827 


Edward N. Cox served as warden till 1825, when Henry Ritter 
took his place. Dr. Clement C. Moore remained warden till 1828, 
when Floyd Smith succeeded him. Nicholas Roome was the first 
treasurer, but resigned at the Easter election of 1822, when Thomas 
Constantine succeeded to the office. On the resignation of Mr. 
Constantine from the vestry in 1825, Cornelius Oakley was elected 
treasurer. 

Richard N. Harrison was the first secretary, serving only one 
year, when he was succeeded by his brother, William H. Harrison, 
who held the office till 1827. He resigned from the vestry in that 
year, and Talman J. Waters was elected secretary in his place, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The first rector of Saint Luke’s Church was born at Shemley 
Green, near Guildford, Surrey, England, May 7th, 1796. He was 
the son of George Upfold, born June, 1761, and Mary Cheasmor, 
born March 25th, 1765, who were united in marriage January 
27th 703: 

They came to America in 1802, bringing their young son, 
George, six years old, and settled in Albany, New York, where 
George Upfold, senior, became warden of Saint Peter’s Church. 

In his eighteenth year, George, junior, graduated at Union 
College, Schenectady, New York, and after a short service as a 
volunteer in the war of 1812, studied medicine under the re- 
nowned Dr. Valentine Mott, taking the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New 
York in 1816. He was married to Sarah Sophia Graves, of 
Albany, by the then rector of Saint Peter’s Church on June 3rd, 
1817. 

After practicing his profession for two years at his home in 
Albany, his attention was directed to the sacred ministry, an 
event which had always been his mother’s fervent desire. 

He received deacon’s orders in Trinity Church, New York City, 
October 18th, 1818, from the Right Reverend John Henry Ho- 
bart, D.D., and ministered to the congregations of Trinity 
Church, Lansingburgh, and Grace Church, Waterford, New York, 
until his advancement to the priesthood, July 13th, 1820. It was 
at the Diocesan Convention of this year Don Alonzo Cushman 
met and urged him to build Saint Luke’s Church in Greenwich 
Village, New York City, and become its first rector. 

The venture at that time seemed so uncertain of success it 
was called “Upfold’s Folly.” A few months after his institu- 
tion as rector in December, 1820, and before the church was 
built, he went back to Lansingburgh to permanently arrange 
church affairs there, when the Reverend Benjamin Dorr took 
charge of the infant parish in Greenwich Village. After an 
absence of several months, the rector returned to the new Saint 
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Luke’s, and the Reverend Benjamin Dorr went to Lansingburg. 

During a portion of his rectorship, he officiated as assistant 
in Trinity Church, this city, Saint Luke’s receiving a large part 
of its support from that corporation. After serving this parish 
eight years he became second rector of Saint Thomas’ Church, 
New York City, November 6th, 1828, and three years later accepted 
a call to Trinity Church, Pittsburg, Pa. 

He remained there eighteen years, resigning to become the 
first Bishop of Indiana. His consecration took place in Christ 
Church, Indianapolis, December 16th, 1849, by the Right Rev- 
erend Benjamin Boswith Smith, D.D., of Kentucky, the Right 
Reverend Charles Pettit McIlvaine, D.D., of Ohio, the Right 
Reverend Cicero Stephens Hawks, S.T.D., and the Right Rey- 
erend Jackson Kemper, D.D., Missionary Bishop of the North- 
west. Bishop Kemper had presided over the combined dioceses 
of Missouri and Indiana until the development of the work 
necessitated a division. 

It was considered a difficult field, inadequately compensated 
to the work, only two hundred dollars a year, and after the office 
had been declined by three ministers (Atkinson, Bowman and 
Vinton) Doctor Upfold courageously accepted the election. 

The meagreness of the salary compelled him to add to his 
resources the rectorship of Saint John’s Church, Lafayette, In- 
diana, at the same time doing the extensive work of the bishopric. 

It was in Lafayette, his elder daughter, Sophia, was married 
to Joseph J. Bingham. Their daughter, Mrs. Laura Bingham 
Woodward, is a resident of Washington, D. C. and to her the 
writer is indebted for some details of this biography. 

After ten years of great effort and sacrifice, Bishop Upfold ex- 
tended the work of the Church in Indiana and succeeded in 
establishing an episcopal residence in Indianapolis, when his 
health began to fail. Exposure in travel and sleeping in un- 
heated rooms caused chronic arthritis to develop, and in 1864 
Bishop Joseph C. Talbot was appointed to assist him. In a 
memorial sermon, Bishop Talbot, referring to the strong faith 
of Bishop Upfold, mentions as his favorite hymn: 
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“All my trust on Thee is stayed. 
All my help from Thee I bring—” 


Bishop Upfold died in the See House at Indianapolis, August 
26th, 1872, being in his seventy-seventh year, and was buried in 
Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis. His wife and two daugh- 
ters, Sophia and Emily, are interred in the same cemetery. 
Sophia was born in the old parsonage on Hudson Street. 

When he was rector of Saint Thomas’ Church he received the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity from Columbia College, and after 
his election to the episcopate, the degree of Doctor of Laws from 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
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THE RIGHT REVEREND LEVI S IVES, S.T.D., L.L.D., 
BISHOP OF NORTH CAROLINA 


SECOND RECTOR 


LEVI SILLIMAN IVES 
(1828—1831 ) 


On the 15th of February, 1828, the vestry, in prospect of the 
resignation of the Reverend Mr. Upfold, extended a call to the 
Reverend Levi S. Ives, then assistant minister of Christ Church, 
which at that time was located in Anthony Street, (now Worth 
Street) a little west of Broadway. At this same meeting the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted: “That the salary of the Rectorship 
of this Church be fixed at the sum of one thousand dollars per 
annum for the next ensuing five years, and also that the House now 
appropriated to the use and accommodation of the Rector, shall so 
continue to be for the same time.” Mr. Ives accepted the call, 
and was instituted rector, March 8th, and in a short time captivated 
the congregation by his very winning address. In fact, the charm 
of his manner and great parochial fidelity, influenced the vestry to 
resolve that same year to enlarge the church, increasing its seat- 
ing capacity by the addition of eighteen pews, at an estimated cost 
of $5,030.59, which was later modified to $2,000, the actual expendi- 
ture, however, resulting to $2,944.44. Four of the new pews across 
the far end of the church were elevated one behind the other, sc 
that the occupants of the last in the row might not fail to behold the 
officiating minister in the chancel. But if the occupant were 
tall, it behooved him to be wary in rising in his seat, lest his head 
should collide with the floor of the gallery above. “The two back 
pews next the wall on both sides of the Church are hereby ap- 
propriated,” so the record states, “to the use of the People of 
Colour attending this Church, and the pew immediately in front 
thereof on either side be for the use of Strangers.” 


[25] 
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The neighborhood was growing more populous, the major popula- 2 
tion being prominent Episcopalians, and the new Rector preached 
to a large and admiring congregation, literally, too, above the heads 
of the people from a very high pulpit common in those days. In 
some churches, when occupied by clerk and curate below the 
minister, the appellation of “a _ three-decker’ was given 
such pulpits, but at Saint Luke’s, however, it was merely a 
“double - decker.” To prevent any mishap by a slip of the 
foot on the tall winding-stairs, the verger, or a_vestry- 
man, accompanied the minister to and from the pulpit, where 
he appeared in a black scholastic gown, instead of the white surplice 
worn in the chancel. This high pulpit was ordered by a resolu- 
tion of the vestry, in September 1830, “to be shrouded in black 
until the Christmas Festival” on account of the death of the 
“Diocesan of New York, the *Right Reverend Bishop Hobart.” 
All the members of the vestry attended the funeral ceremonies 
and wore a badge of mourning for thirty days. 

At this time Miss Louise Gillingham entered on her brilliant 
career as vocalist in this city, and her services were secured for 
Saint Luke’s, at the unprecedented salary of $200 per annum, which 
later increased to $250. ‘This was an era of galleries for churches, 
and Greenwich Village Church, no longer called “St. Luke’s-in-the- 
Fields,” was crowded for the first time, even to its galleries, where 
the new pews were all rented. The vestry, feeling the impetus of 
prosperity, increased the salary of the rector to twelve hundred 
dollars, and again soon afterwards, to thirteen hundred, when it was 
proposed, “That so often as the Pew Committee reports an acces- 
sion of $100 to the Pew Rents, the said $100 shall be added to’ the 
" Rector’s Salary until it reached the sum of $1,500 per annum, which 

together with the Parsonage will make a Salary equivalent to 

I $2,000.” The vestry’s generosity extended as well to the organist, 
rs the sexton and the deputy-sexton. The first receiving $50 extra 
| to his salary, the second, $75, the third, $43, and with a growing 
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i / vision beyond parochial affairs, $50 were voted towards the support 
| of the “Harlaem Missionary,”—the first recorded act of interest in 
|| 


*The new rector was Bishop Hobart’s son-in-law. 
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missions. On account of the increase in the Rector’s salary the 
Diocesan Fund of this year advanced to $30, which the Treasurer 
was ordered to pay. At a meeting of the vestry, November 17th, 
1829, “It was on motion Resolved: That the Secretary procure a 
Map of the Vaults built by this Vestry and also a Register of all 
the bodies deposited therein, to be kept as a part of the Records 
of this Parish.” The sale of the vaults proved a valuable asset to 
the income of the Church, and another resolution states, “That the 
revenue arising from the sale of the vaults be applied to the pay- 
ment of our notes and the surplus, if any, be added to the Sinking 
Fund; and if the system of a Sinking Fund be steadfastly adhered 
to, there is not a shade of doubt but that by the time it may become 
necessary to build a new Church, the debt of the present Church 
will be entirely liquidated.” It was further proposed that “an 
annual collection be made for the purpose on the 2nd Sunday of 
November and May of each year.” 

A larger organ was deemed advantageous at this time and one 
was procured at $1,100, with an allowance made for the “old 
instrument.” The choir, also obtained the special notice of the 
vestry and it was “Resolved: That Mr. Cushman be authorized to 
procure a suitable Teacher of Sacred Music for the purpose of 
affording Miss Mary Davis one quarter’s tuition in that delightful 
science, and that the expense thereof be paid out of the funds of 
the Church.” 

Money was likewise voted to be spent on the proper heating of 
the Church. “Instead of Stoves as heretofore,” it was to be heated 
“by Flues from without”; and by a fortunate coincidence at this 
juncture the insurance was increased on the property “by obtain- 
ing a further policy of $2,500 which shall cover everything within 
and about the Church, except the organ, that being already pro- 
vided for by a special policy.” On the night of January 12th, 1831, 
an alarm of fire was given by Mr. William J. Roome and by his 
presence of mind it was confined to the vestry-room, otherwise a 
serious catastrophe would certainly have followed. A resolution of 
grateful thanks was presented to Mr. Roome by the vestry. 
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On account of the fire, the next meeting of the vestry was held 
in the Parsonage, when a communication was read from Messrs. 
J. Stewart and C. W. Van Ness, superintendents of the Sunday | 
School, “applying for the whole of the front gallery excepting the 
organ loft for the accommodation of the Sunday School.” After | 
due consideration their request was denied “as prejudicial to the | 
general interests of the Church.” All the damage done by the fire 
Hh having been removed at the expense of the insurance company, the : 
board met in the vestry-room again the 22nd of March, 1831, when 
the treasurer’s accounts were examined in detail, showing a small | 
deficit of $177.72. But the ever resourceful and optimistic pew 
committee uttered words of cheer by stating it was not needful “to 





resort to a Loan from the Bank—that, taking the experiences of 
former years as a guide, we are inclined to believe the May letting 
of Pews will provide for the Balance of the deficit.’ The Vault 
Committee, however, inclining towards economy, admonished the 
vestry to “turn back,” and read again the suggestion made by the 
pew committee about the establishment of “a Sinking Fund for 
the redemption of the Church debt”—reporting the recent sale of 
eleven vaults, the proceeds of seven having been absorbed in cur- 
rent expenses. The meeting adjourned with no further comment 
on the subject, and pursuant to a notice to convene on the 30th 
of March, so few attended, no business could be transacted for 
want of a quorum. 

However, at the election on Easter Monday, there was a large 
attendance and Messrs. Henry Ritter and Floyd Smith were re- 
elected churchwardens and the same vestrymen were chosen, viz.: 
Messrs. Joseph W. Beadel, Thomas Browning, George Coggill, Don 
Alonzo Cushman, Clement C. Moore, Cornelius Oakley, James N. 
: Wells and Talman J. Waters. The treasurer and secretary were 
J re-elected and the members of the standing committees were re- 
} appointed. 

: | Saint Luke’s was fast becoming a vital, religious force in the com- 
munity, and the Rector was greatly beloved by his people. He was 
| pre-eminently successful as a parish priest, the whole neighborhood 





claiming him for a friend and feeling a personal loss when he 
announced in June his acceptance of the Bishopric of North 
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Carolina, to which he was unanimously elected, entering upon the 
duties of his high office in October, 1831. 

On taking leave of his congregation the last Sunday in September, 
1831, he preached a most tender and affecting sermon, taking for 
his text the twentieth chapter of Acts, the thirty-second verse: 
“And now, Brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of 
His Grace; which is able to build you up, and to give you an in- 
heritance among all them which are sanctified.” 

His hearers were so touched by this impressive sermon, that at a 
meeting of the teachers of the Sunday School, the following 
preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted: 


“WHEREAS it would be highly desirable, in the opinion of the 
Teachers of the School to retain in permanent form the farewell 
address of their late beloved Pastor to his congregation, whereby 


they may the better be enabled to profit by his salutary and parting 
admonitions—therefore, 


Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to wait on the 
Right Reverend Bishop Ives, and request a copy for publication— 


New York, October 3rd, 1831. 
Ricgut Rev. anp Dear Sir: 

We have the honor to present to you the request contained in the 
preceding resolution, a compliance with which we are convinced, will not 
only afford general gratification, but also materially advance the truths you 
intended to inculcate. With the highest respect, Sir, 


Your obedient Servants, 
JOHN DOWDNEY, Jr., 
L. SAXBURY WADDELL, Committee 
CHAS. W. VAN NESS. 
My Dear FRienps: 


It affords me much pleasure to accede to your request, made with so 
much kindness, for the publication of my farewell discourse. 

Although it may not possess much of interest to the general reader, yet 
to those for whose instruction it was chiefly designed, I flatter myself it will 
neither prove uninteresting nor unprofitable. Committing it to Him whose 
blessing alone can make it a savor of life unto life. I beg you to accept for 
yourselves and the worthy and devoted body of Teachers whom you represent, 
the assurance of my constant prayer for your present and eternal good. 

With much regard, 
Your affectionate friend, - 


LEVI SILLIMAN IVES. 


Messrs. JOHN DOWDNEY, Jr., | 
L. SAXBURY WADDELL, 
CHAS. W. VAN NESS. 


The Sermon may be read in the appendices. 
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Bishop Ives continued in charge of the Diocese of North Carolina 
until September, 1852, when he obtained leave of absence and went 
to Europe, where he defected to the Church of Rome, to the distress 
and regret of his many friends in this country who feared his mind 
had lost its balance. In North Carolina he established the mission 
of Valle Crucis, still in existence, and within recent years, strange 
to say, in charge of one of Saint Luke’s boys, the Reverend Norton 
Atkins, whose parents resided at 331 Convent Avenue, New York 
City, and attended St. Luke’s Church. 

During the rectorship of Dr. Ives the following men served on 
the vestry: 


Clement C. Moore James N. S. Wells 
D. A. Cushman Cornelius Oakley 

Henry Ritter Talman J. Waters 
Floyd Smith Thomas Browning 
George Coggill Joseph W. Beadel 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The second rector of Saint Luke’s Church was born in Meriden, 
Connecticut, September 16th, 1797, the son of Levi Ives and Fanny 
Silliman, member of a noted New England family. 

Migrating from Connecticut about the end of the eighteenth 
century and settling in Lewis County, New York, the father of the 
future bishop engaged in agricultural pursuits. Later in life he 
became insane and committed suicide by drowning himself in a 
creek which ran through the farm. Of the ten children bereaved 
by this tragic event, Levi Silliman Ives, was the eldest. His was 
a strange and eventful life, so writes the historiographer of the 
Diocese of North Carolina, Marshall Delancey Hayward—devoted 
throughout to the service of God and humanity, yet torn by 
varying and conflicting doctrinal beliefs. 

In youth, a Presbyterian; in manhood, an Episcopalian; and 
in age, a Roman Catholic. Towards the end of the war of 
1812-15, when little more than a youth, he served with the troops 
under General Pike. Returning to the academy of Lowville, which 
he had left to enter the army, he determined to prepare himself 
for the ministry of the Presbyterian denomination. But his 
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doctrinal views undergoing a change, he began a course of study 
in 1819 for the ministry of the Episcopal Church. On August 
4th, 1822, he was ordained deacon by Bishop Hobart of New York; 
and on December 14th, 1823, was advanced to the priesthood by 
Bishop White of Pennsylvania. 

His first charge was in a missionary station, Saint James, Batavia, 
New York; afterwards he served as rector of Trinity Church, 
Southwark, Philadelphia; and later was rector of Christ Church 
at Lancaster in Pennsylvania. In 1827 he went to New York 
City to become assistant minister of Christ Church, and the follow- 
ing year he was called to the rectorship of Saint Luke’s Church. 

In 1825 he had been united in marriage with Rebecca Hobart, 
a daughter of the Right Reverend John Henry Hobart, Bishop 
of New York. Of the children born of this union, none grew 
to maturity. 

He continued rector of Saint Luke’s until October, 1831, when 
he resigned to become Bishop of North Carolina. His consecration 
took place September 22nd, 1831, in Trinity Church, Southwark, 
Philadelphia, by the Right Reverend William White, Bishop of 
Pennsylvania, the Right Reverend Ustick Onderdonk, Assistant 
Bishop of the same Diocese, and the Right Reverend Benjamin 
Tredwell Onderdonk, Bishop of New York. He presided twenty- 
one years over the Diocese of North Carolina, when, at last, after 
devious mental fluctuations, he renounced the Episcopal Church 
and became a Roman Catholic. Formal action against him was 
taken by the General Convention, which met in New York City, 
October, 1853, and his sentence of deposition was signed by the 
entire House of Bishops. 

He died October 13th, 1867, and was buried by the side of his 
wife, in the grounds of the “Catholic Protectory,” a Roman Catholic 
Orphan Asylum in Westchester, New York, of which he was the 
founder. 

In 1831, the year he left Saint Luke’s Church, he received the 
degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology from Columbia College ; 
and in 1834, the University of North Carolina conferred on him 
the degree of Doctor of Laws—the second minister of the Gospel 
so honored by that institution. 














THIRD RECTOR 


WILLIAM ROLLINSON WHITTINGHAM 
(1831—1834) 


At the ceremony of the laying of the corner-stone of Saint 
Luke’s there was present a young man, one of the Superinten- 
dents of Zion Church Sunday School, the son of a prominent 
vestryman of that church, and at that time a divinity student at 
the General Theological Seminary. 

Imagination did not picture to the mind of William Rollinson 
Whittingham on that day, that before a dozen years later in the 
history of the embryonic church whose formation he was 
witnessing, he would preside in charge of it, as its third Rector. 
On Saturday, October 1st, 1831, Mr. Whittingham was instituted 
as Rector by Bishop Onderdonk, the Diocesan of New York, in 
the presence of a large congregation and many of the Episcopal 
clergymen of the city. 

He was a man of scholarly ability, with strong convictions of 
the necessity of parochial education, and his first effort as Rector 
was directed to the establishment of a parish school. Soon the 
walls of the large building* now standing opposite on the south- 
east corner of Grove and Hudson Streets began to rise, under the 
charge and cost of the parish. The members of the vestry were 
much impressed by their young, learned Rector, and unanimously 
displayed a willingness to carry into effect his every wish in the 
matter. 

In February, 1833, decided action was taken “that the vestry 
should purchase the lease of The Three Lots of ground on the 
corner of Hudson and Grove Streets and the buildings thereon, 


*Within the past few months, and since this was written, a modern apartment 
house has displaced the old building. 


[32] 
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and to erect on the vacant part of said Lots a Building suitable 
for the occupation and accommodation of the Several Institutions 
and Associations connected with this parish.” Whereupon a com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Cushman, Oakley, Smith, Beadel and 
Waters, was appointed to consider the subject and report. At 
the next meeting they stated they had come to the conclusion to 
recommend the purchase be made and the project prosecuted to 
completion, for “it is a subject our Rector has so much at heart,” 
reporting the estimated cost of the three lots and the building to 
be erected to amount to eight thousand dollars, and the Com- 
mittee was ordered to proceed at an expense not exceeding eight 
thousand five hundred dollars. The money was to be obtained 
by a loan for which the Committee held itself individually respon- 
sible, and when the plans and the building were completed reim- 
bursement would be made to them “by a mortgage on the premises 
and the Bond of this Corporation.” Another minute follows: 
“That the Committee is authorized to have the Frame Building 
now occupied by William J. Roome as a paint-shop, converted 
into a dwelling house so soon as they shall obtain possession of 
the same—the expense of such alterations to be provided for in 
the same manner as to the payment of the other funds.” Later 
on the committee informed the vestry “That the aggregate of 
the lowest estimate for the contemplated Building and improve- 
ments exceeded the authority yet granted in the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars—although, that in consequence of some intended im- 
provements to commence at the corner of Bedford Street and ex- 
tend towards Hudson Street, it was desirable some change should be 
made in the plan for altering the paint-shop: Whereupon it was 
Resolved that the authority of the Committee be extended to the 
sum of twelve thousand dollars.” The work of erection, which 
had already commenced, progressed rapidly and in October, 1833, 
two departments of the school, male and female, opened their 
doors to a large number of pupils. The Rector and Churchwardens 
were appointed a committee to prepare and address a circular 
to all the pew-holders, summoning their attendance at the new 
schoolroom, corner of Hudson and Grove Streets, on Tuesday 
evening, the 8th day of October, 1833, for the purpose of laying 
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before them the subject of the proposed Schools. It was “resolved 
that the school shall be governed by a Board of Trustees to con- 
sist of twenty-four members of the congregation of Saint Luke’s 
Church, three of them shall be members of the vestry of said 
church, the Rector, thereof, for the time being, always to be ex- 
officio, the President of said Board.” The following persons were 
appointed Trustees: 


C. J. Aldis Charles Keeler J. R. Satterlee 

W. C. Beare Dr. C. A. Lee H. J. Seaman 

W. H. Bell A. B. McDonald Dr. J. Stewart 

T. D. Bleecker C. C. Moore Robert Strong 
Dr. S. G. Camman J. Richardson H. A. Ten Broeck 
D. A. Cushman H. Ritter R. N. Wenman 
Henry Hoffman C. N. S. Rowland E. D. West 

Benj. B. Howell W. H. Rodman T. Whittimore 


Four men, Camman, Aldis, Ten Broeck, and Wenman, declin- 
ing to serve on the Board, the vacancies were filled by Wm. E. 
Wilmerding, Reuben Westcott, Edward Roome and Peter Ritter. 
The Trustees were arranged in classes as they stand upon the list, 
viz.:.the first eight—to constitute the first class to serve one year, 
the second eight, the second class, to serve two years, the third 
eight, the third class, to serve three years. 

Applications flowed in for the use of rooms in the new building. 

The “Directors” of the Sunday School wanted to know how 
much space they could occupy; Mr. Browning applied to the com- 
mittee on behalf of the Association for the Improvement of Sacred 
Music, and The Northern Dispensary in Waverly Place requested 
a room for lecture purposes on the top floor, while one on the 
second floor was reserved “for the Rector for all objects connected 
with religion.” Letters were received from applicants for the 
position of teachers. One from Mrs. Willard, for the female 
department, and others from Messrs. Ogilby, Arnold, Elwell, and 
McKinley, for the male department; these were all referred to a 
special committee of four, with the Rector as chairman. 

A Mr. Flint was the first principal of the boys’ school and Miss 
Phelps was principal to the girls. Her sister was engaged for the 
primary department at one hunderd and fifty dollars per annum, 
and Mr. Edward Flint, nephew of Mr. Flint, for the boys’ primary 
department at two hundred and fifty dollars. Saint Luke’s Paro- 
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chial School was now fairly launched, but its success was yet to 
be determined. The Rector, anxious for its prosperity, proposed 
in January, 1834, “the relinquishment of Five Hundred dollars of 
his salary for the year to commence from the first day of the 
present month to be considered as his contribution towards the 
establishment of Saint Luke’s Schools.” In addition to his minis- 
terial duties he was chief instructor of the school, engaging at 
the same time in literary work, but the strain of the effort 
threatened to undermine his health which had before been im- 
paired in the summer of 1832. 

The Rector, though: not in good health and over-burdened with 
parochial and literary care, preached a most remarkable sermon 
on Friday, August 3rd, 1832, which suitably applies to the world’s 
troubles of to-day. It may be read in the appendices. 

The summer of 1832 was a gloomy time in New York through 
the ravages of Asiatic Cholera. A vessel filled with Irish emi- 
grants bound for Quebec brought the scourge to Canada, and 
from there it spread with appalling rapidity and reached New 
York by way of the Hudson River despite the strenuous efforts 
of the Board of Health to avert the threatened calamity. The 
epidemic lasted fourteen weeks when 5,835 cases were reported, 
and 2,299 deaths. The Common Council in response to a memorial 
of three hundred citizens designated August 3rd, “as a day of 
fasting, humiliation and prayer,” while the Mayor issued a proc- 
lamation recommending to all inhabitants of the city “a due ob- 
servance of the day so designated as a day of supplication to 
Almighty God that He will of His infinite mercy be pleased to 
remove from us this frightful sickness and speedily deliver our 
country from similar calamities.” 

In July of that year the Rector addressed a letter to the vestry, re- 
questing a leave of absence, explaining that he had made a pledge 
long before his connection with the parish, to the Protestant Epis- 
copal Press and the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
Union for the accomplishment of “Two Works, and my honor 
and conscience are concerned for the discharge of this pledge. 
Thus burdened I entered upon my pastoral duties, and the result 
has ‘been that one great branch has been neglected—parochial 
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visiting. I am perfectly sensible that the decrease in the pew list, 
reported by the Pew Committee, is in no small measure owing to 
that neglect. I see no way to free myself from the dilemma, but 
a temporary abandonment of parochial duties, and a devotion 
of my whole faculties and energies to the accomplishment of 
existing pledges—I, therefore, propose to you, gentlemen, a re- 
linquishment of my salary for six months with a view to your secur- 
ing the services during that time of some competent minister of 
our Church who shall assume my duties and supply my place.” 

There is no definite record that this generous offer was accepted, 
but the Rector’s leave of absence was extended to one year, and 
the vestry obtained the temporary assistance of the Reverend 
John Murray Forbes (then acting as a supply at Saint Michael’s 
Church) at a salary of one thousand dollars, to commence on the 
first of October. Mr. Forbes gave general satisfaction and a 
letter of appreciation was addressed to him by the vestry on the 
Rector’s return to which he replied, “The year I passed in the 
parish of Saint Luke’s was to me a happy year. If success was 
in any degree attained, under God, it is to be ascribed in no small 
measure to the cordial co-operation of those who bore the burden 
with me.” 

It was in April of this year (1833) an application was made 
to the vestry for permission to place within the church a tablet 
in memory of Mrs. Catherine Ritter. The request was granted 
and the tablet is still to be seen there—on the north wall about 
the middle of the church. Miss Catharine Post, afterwards Mrs. 
Peter Ritter, at whose residence on the corner of West 4th and 
Little Jones Streets, the first conference was held to organize 
Saint Luke’s, was born at the corner of Broadway and Maiden 
Lane. She was a pioneer in the jewelry business which has since 
retained its existence in Maiden Lane. The site of her home has 
been in the possession of her descendants since 1774, which date 
appears on the present building. She was married to Peter Ritter 
in December, 1773, and died May, 1828. Her daughter, Cath- 
erine, married Floyd Smith, May 23rd, 1802, and her daughter, 
Matilda, married Don Alonzo Cushman during the same year. 
It was after the death of Peter Ritter, in 1811, the family moved 


— EE ee as 





THIRD RECTOR 37 


to Greenwich Village, and keenly felt the absence of some church 
home, for at Maiden Lane, Trinity Church and Saint Paul’s Chapel 
were convenient to attend. Mrs, Ritter was remarkable in char- 
acter and the moving spirit in the establishment of Saint Luke’s 
on Hudson Street. Fervently religious, she has stamped the im- 
press of her devotion and church loyalty on her descendants. The 
writer is indebted for these details to Mrs. Ritter’s great grandson, 
the Reverend Floyd Appleton, Rector of Saint Paul’s Church, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


PROPOSITION TO THE RECTOR TO BECOME 
EDITOR OF “THE CHURCHMAN” 


Before the expiration of the year for which Mr. Forbes had 
been engaged, a proposition was received from the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Protestant Episcopal Press that Mr. Whittingham 
be permitted by the vestry to undertake the editorship of “The 
Churchman” during the long illness of the Reverend John Van 
Ingen, the acting editor. Adding, “the Press offers to make him 
a compensation of one thousand dollars a year by which means 
he may obtain an assistant in his parish, etc.,” suggesting the 
retention of the Reverend Mr. Forbes. In addition to the Church- 
man, Mr. Whittingham edited the Family Visitor and the Children’s 
Magazine, a favorite publication for many years in Saint Luke’s 
Sunday School. 

On June 4th, 1833, the following resolution was adopted by the 
vestry: “Whereas, the Standing Committee of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Press has requested this vestry to consent to such a modifi- 
cation of the understanding between themselves and the Rector 
of their Church, as to permit the Rector to become the Editor 
of the Churchman—and whereas, the Rector cannot consistently 
with existing stipulations on the subject accede to any such prop- 
osition without the assent of this vestry—Wherefore Resolved, 
that pursuant to the request of the Standing Committee of the 
Protestant Episcopal Press, the vestry of this Church do hereby 
consent and agree to the Rector’s becoming the Editor of the 
Churchman from and after the 1st day of October next upon 
the following conditions, viz: That the Rector shall be Editor only, 
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and shall not be required or expected to perform any part of the 
duties appropriately devolving upon the agent of the Press, nor 
any part of the duties of the Editorial department which are 
merely manual, or which can in anyway be transferred to other 
hands—that the Reverend John Murray Forbes will consent to 
remain as assistant minister to the Rector, the expense of which 
shall not be borne by the Church—that in the arrangement of the 
Parochial duties the Rector will consent to officiate as Preacher 
twice on every Sunday, and that the church shall be opened for 
a third service on Sunday at least seven months of the year. 
Resolved, that in consenting to the terms and conditions of the fore- 
going resolution, the vestry wish to be distinctly understood as 
not intending thereby to infere with or compromit the full rights 
and freedom of the Rector in the premises, to accept or reject 
the same, as he may deem proper—Resolved, that the Secretary 
H) transmit an attested copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution, 
i to the Reverend Rector and to the Standing Committee of the 
i Protestant Episcopal Press. “After some discussion by the Board,” 
so the minutes state “the decision was called for ayes and nays, when 
| the following votes were recorded in the affirmative, viz:—Messrs. 
Smith, Cushman, Moore and Oakley, and in the negative, Messrs. 
Browning, Beadel, Wells and Waters—there being a Tie the Chair 
was called upon to decide, whereupon Mr. Ritter (who had been left 
in the Chair on the withdrawal of the Rector) gave his vote in 
the affirmative and declared the aforesaid preamble and _ reso- 
lutions carried.” 
{ In response to these resolutions the Rector sent a very touching 
and affectionate letter to the vestry in which he disclaimed any com- 
: pliance with the proposition of the Committee, adding, “I did not 
bind myself to the adoption—that my own views of duty might be 
altered, and that circumstances (among which I expressly men- 
tioned as a possible contingency, a want of entire unanimity in your 
opinion on the subject) might make it incumbent upon me at least, 
| to refuse compliance. Such a contingency, I learn informally from 
, several gentlemen among you has occurred. Your vote of Tuesday 
| evening last, though passed by a majority, was not unanimous, and 
should I embrace the offer made by that vote, I should be acting in 
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opposition to the very decided opinion and plainly expressed wishes 
of a majority of your members. That, gentlemen, I can never do. 
I value your individual judgments—I prize your individual affec- 
tion too highly to be willing to engage in any course in which you 
could not and would not all support me. That we may be one in 
love, in harmony, in counsel, and in will, is my heart’s desire and 
continual prayer; and by the grace of God I trust never to do 
aught—that shall frustrate that desire, or make that prayer 
ineffectual.” 

In May, 1834, the vestry was apprised of the resignation of the 
organist, Mr. William P. Erben, who had served the church faith- 
fully for eight years—since September, 1826. He was succeeded 
by Alexander S. Leonardia at the same salary—$150 a year. 
But the parish was soon to receive the resignation of its much 
beloved highest officer—the Rector—the effect of which created 
quite a depression in the vestry, to which they gave expression 
in a long endearing letter, begging him to reconsider the matter. 
He replied the state of his health compelled him to act and 
disabled him in the performance of his duty—to the church and 
parish, “and I have no reasonable prospect of future ability to 
discharge the duties.” 


A TRIP ABROAD 


In the summer of 1834, on account of his alarming physical 
condition, Mr. Whittingham was advised by his physician, Dr. 
James Stewart, to make a decided break in routine work and 
spend several months abroad, particularly in the genial climate 
of the Riviera. 

On the day of sailing, Dr. Clement Clark Moore, who had 
known him from boyhood, and to whom he had become more 
endeared as a student in the Theological Seminary, went to the 
vessel to express a God-speed and to give him a letter from the 
churchwardens and vestrymen of Saint Luke’s. 

Dr. Moore took leave of him with tears—so states Whitting- 
ham’s biographer—begging him, if at any time short of funds, 
to use his name, without hesitation, for any amount short of 
one thousand dollars. 
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This letter of the vestry, signed by every member, and ex- 
pressing their strong sentiments, was written by Doctor Moore, 
who received the response—‘“A letter from the vestry of a 
kind only too kind :” 


New York, May 27, 1834 
To THE Rev. Wm. R. WHITTINGHAM: 


Reverend and dear Sir—It is not as churchwardens and vestrymen, acting 
in our official capacity, that we now address you. The resolutions of our 
board consequent upon your resignation of the Rectorship of St. Luke’s 
Church are formal transactions not adequate to the feelings of our hearts upon 
this present occasion. We now come forward as parting friends to bid you 
a respectful and affectionate farewell. 

It would be trite and useless to reciprocate expressions of regret; for 
you must be aware of the sentiments which we cherish toward you; and you 
well know that all the trials to which we are exposed in this state of pain 
and sorrow, none are more severe than lasting separation from those we esteem 
and love. 

That you should be arrested in the midst of your useful and honorable 
career by bodily infirmity and the threats of a mortal disease is a circumstance, 
which in itself, appears distressing in the extreme. Yet, God is our witness 
] that we intend nothing like adulation or exaggerated phraseology when we 

assure you that there is something in the character of your spirit which seems 
to forbid excessive grief on account of any of the calamities of life with which 
you may be visited. <A spirit, which during its abode in the body, has 
maintained uninterrupted communion with its God, which has learned habitually 
to rise above the grovelling interests of this transient scene, which feels a 
| deep and humble conviction that all the dispensations of Providence are 
| 
i 
é 





just and merciful, and which devoutly cherishes the sentiment that its noblest 
sphere of existence and of action is not in time but in eternity; a spirit like 
this, whose natural tendency appears to be upward, and whose wings seem 
to be spread for a better world, can never, on its own account, be a subject 
of permanent grief or compassion. 
: If it pleases God to prolong your life, recollections can never fail 
f to be to you sources of consolation and peace. Recollections, not of what 
J mankind in general esteem and seek, but of manifold and arduous duties faith- 
fully performed in the face of danger, and in despite of bodily and mental 
: illness and exhaustion. You must ever be conscious that you bear about 
. with you the avowed approbation of the wise and good, and the secret respect 
; of those who may have openly opposed you; that you are followed by the 
ns blessing of the needy and the destitute whose wants you have relieved, of the 
widow and the orphan whom you have visited and consoled, of the ignorant 
b | and the outcast whom you have instructed and reclaimed, and that the dying 
prayers of the poor and wretched, to whom, reckless of your own risk or 
inconvenience, you have, in their last moments, kindly and freely administered 
the consolations of religion, rise up as a thick cloud of incense in your behalf 
before the mercy-seat of God. 
Should it please the Almighty to take you to Himself in the midst of 
: your days, we should be consoled by the firm belief that your departure 
would be as tranquil as that of a traveller going from a strange land to his 
} own home; and that no spirit ever passed in the confidence of a more certain 
faith, in the comfort of a more reasonable religious and holy hope; more 
in favor with its God or more in perfect charity with the world. 
t 
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Farewell, respected and beloved pastor. However distant you may be if 
from us, we shall ever cherish the remembrance of you in our hearts. at 
And we humbly offer our supplications to Heaven that we may be enabled to 
imitate the firmness of your faith and the purity of your life and that when 
we shall have passed through this state of probation, we may meet you in 
a better world and never to part. 


A PROFESSORSHIP 


The Reverend Mr. Whittingham was by nature a student, a 
man of literature, and his scholarly attainments impressed the 
observation of the Trustees of the General Theological Seminary, 





who offered him a professor’s chair, which he accepted on his return i 
from Europe. This chair in the Seminary was founded by Peter righ 
G. Stuyvesant, Esq., a descendant of the old Dutch Governor of i 
Manhattan Island of the same name. In the environs of the € 


Seminary he breathed his native atmosphere when his health was 
restored, and after six years of service as Professor of Ecclesias- 
tical History he was called to fill a still higher office—that of Bishop 
of Maryland, which he maintained until his death in the year 1879. 


> 


EVIDENCE OF FAITH AND LINGUISTIC TALENT 


Later in life, when Bishop of Maryland, he made another trip 
abroad for quiet and rest, accompanied by his son, Edward, a 
physician, who related the following incident: 

In a restaurant at an adjoining table, three men were seated, 
engaged in animated discussion on the evidence of revealed 
religion. One was an English clergyman, another a German 
sceptic, and the third, a French deist. The language was French. 

In answering the objections to his faith the English clergy- 
man became embarrassed and his French failed him in the 
excitement. 

Bishop Whittingham grew agitated, he could not quietly suffer 
the unbelievers to triumph, and rising, he approached the men, 
begging pardon for the intrusion. 

In the most fluent French, he took up the argument where the 
English clergyman dropped it, and effectually silenced the 
opponents. 

The English clergyman was surprised to learn his champion 
was the Bishop of Maryland, and a lasting friendship between 
them originated that day. 
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In the year 1871 he wrote the following letter to the Reverend 
Doctor Tuttle in reply to an invitation to attend the celebration 
of the Fiftieth Anniversary of Saint Luke’s: 


Baltimore, June 2nd, 1871 
My Dear Dr. TuTtte: 


Although in the midst of the cares and worries of an immensely full 
Diocesan Convention, I must take time to say how much I thank you for 
the kind remembrance of me shown by your note of invitation to the semi- 
centennial commemoration of the laying of the cornerstone of Saint Luke’s 
Church to take place on Sunday evening next. 

Apart from the cherished recollection of my short and checkered but 
in all very happy Rectorship of Saint Luke’s, I have an interest in your 
anniversary of which you can hardly be aware. I was in official attendance 
at the solemnity commemorated, and walked in the procession that went 
from the Christopher Street watch-house to the spot in an open field on 
which the cornerstone of Saint Luke’s Church in Greenwich Village was 
to be laid, as one of the Superintendents of Zion Church* Sunday School, 
in company with my father, who had been invited as a vestryman of Zion 
Church. On that day first I saw the thenceforward much loved face of 
George W. Doane, my dear and daily more and more lamented friend, the 
late glorious Bishop of New Jersey. 

Then, I believe, for the first time, I had the honor of introduction 

to my still owned and much honored friends, the venerable Floyd Smith and 
Don Alonzo Cushman. Oh, how thick the memories of C. C. Moore, and 
C. S. Rowland, and Thos. Browning, and J. N. S. Wells, and Chas. Keeler, 
and A. B. McDonald, and George Coggill, my dear vestrymen of a dozen 
years later in the history of the Church, gush up into a heart still as full as 
4 ever of love and gratitude for every one of their cherished names, when 
ip once the trio, Smith, Cushman and Dr. James N. Stewart are before me! 
it! But I cannot open up those days, with their joys, and hopes, and 
; cares and trials, or I should become childishly garrulous. 
} May our gracious Master ever more and more own and bless the con- 
? gregation, ministry and work of Saint Luke’s Church, as of yore it has 
i, been owned and blessed of Him! And may His peace and joy fill you, her 
| Rector, and your true yoke-fellows in the work. 





Your loving friend and brother, 
W. R. WHITTINGHAM. 


i During the three years’ Rectorate of the Reverend Mr. Whitt- 
\) ingham, no change took place in the Board of Vestrymen. The 
wardens were Messrs. Henry Ritter and Floyd Smith; the vestry- 
men, Messrs. Clement C. Moore, Don Alonzo Cushman, George 
Coggill, Joseph W. Beadel, James N. S. Wells, Cornelius Oakley, 
Thomas Browning and Talman J. Waters. The last mentioned 
was secretary and Cornelius Oakley was treasurer. 


*Then on corner of Mott and Cross Streets. 
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The names of Chas. Keeler, A. B. McDonald and Dr. James 
N. Stewart, referred to by Bishop Whittingham in his letter to 
Doctor Tuttle, were those of the Trustees of the parish school 
founded by him when Rector of Saint Luke’s. 

The second one mentioned, A. B. McDonald whose full name 
was Anthony Bleecker—a descendant of the family from whom 
Bleecker Street derived its name—was a conspicuous and exem- 
plary figure in the active work of Saint Luke’s for a period’ of 
nearly forty-five years. 

He first appears in its records as trustee of the parish school, 
then follows his election to the vestry, March 27, 1837; next his 
election as treasurer, April 24, 1840; junior warden, April 12, 1841; 
senior warden, April 8, 1844, which office, together with that of 
treasurer, he held until his death, January 28th, 1879. During this 
long period he was absent from only four meetings of the Vestry, 
and only three Sundays, following each other, from the Sunday 
School which he served as superintendent for forty years. These 
absences were caused by the same illness which happened to be 
a very sudden one. He was seized Saturday night, and the follow- 
ing day being Sunday, he made no appearance at Church or Sunday 
School, which gave Saint Luke’s an unusual shock. Telephones 
were not in existence, so on Monday morning nearly the whole 
congregation rushed to Twenty-fifth Street and besieged his resi- 
dence with excitable inquiries. This incident was related to the 
writer by Mr. MacDonald’s granddaughter—the wife of the 
Reverend Bernard Schulte, Ex-Chaplain of Saint Luke’s Home 
for Aged Women. ‘The writer well remembers his admirable 
physical appearance—he was tall, over six feet, slender and’ erect, 
with a military bearing, presenting a kind, genial countenance to 
the orderly and well-behaved in Sunday School, but a stern and 
determined one. to the pupil inclined to be obstreperous. 

On the interior south wall of the church is a marble tablet to his 
memory, placed there in the year 1881, by the Rector, members 
of the vestry and appreciative friends among the parishioners 
of Saint Luke’s. The requisite amount was over-subscribed. 

Very appreciative resolutions of Mr. MacDonald’s many years 
of noble service passed at a meeting of the vestry February 4th, 
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1879, are written in full detail in the records of that date, but 
appropriately belong to the rectorship of Reverend Doctor Tuttle. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The third rector of Saint Luke’s was born in New York 
City, in the neighborhood of Greenwich Village, October 2nd, 
1805, the son of Richard Whittingham and Mary Ann Rollin- 
son, natives of England, but married in this country. 

His mother gave him the name of her own father, who was 
an expert engraver—one of his popular productions being an 
authentic picture of Alexander Hamilton. 

The father and grandfather of the rector were brass and 
copper founders in England, introducing the industry in this 
country, first in New Jersey, and establishing it afterwards in 
New York City. They were both Richard, and the rector’s 
brother received their name. His sister married the Reverend 
John Van Ingen, one of the first editors of The Churchman. 

When only eighteen years of age, young Whittingham 

presented himself for examination at the Theological Seminary, 
previous to being entered as a student. On being asked who 
had given him so good a preparation, he replied, with much 
pride, “My mother.” He never attended school nor college. 
Strongly addicted to study, he robbed himself of sleep, and a 
long series of suffering ensued. One evening he learned un- 
I expectedly he would be required to preach twice the following 
day—he sat up all night to prepare the sermons. 
} He graduated with distinguished honors at the General 
Theological Seminary, and when ordered Deacon by Bishop 
Hobart, March 11th, 1827, in Trinity Church, New York City, he 
was sent as a missionary to Orange, New Jersey. On Decem- 2 
| ber 27th, 1829, he was ordained to the priesthood at Saint 
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Mark’s Church, Orange, New Jersey, and the next day was 
instituted Rector of the same Church. 
As there was no rectory, one of the vestrymen, Caleb 
Harrison—a founder of St. Mark’s—offered him a home in his 
own residence. 
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On Thursday, in Easter week, April 15th, 1830, he married 
Hannah, the eldest daughter of the household—the ceremony 
being performed by the Reverend Benjamin Holmes in Saint 
Mark’s, for whom he had officiated at a similar service a short 
time previously. 

In October, 1831, he was called to the rectorship of Saint 
Luke’s Church, New York City, succeeding the Reverend 
Doctor Ives, who had resigned, owing to his election to the 
Bishopric of North Carolina. Ill health obliged Mr. Whitting- 
ham to surrender the rectorship, May 2oth, 1834, when ‘he 
enjoyed an extended European tour. On returning to his 
native country he accepted the Professorship of Ecclesiastical 
History in the General Theological Seminary. 

He remained in this congenial atmosphere six years until 
September 17th, 1840, when he was consecrated Bishop of 
Maryland in Saint Paul’s Church, Baltimore—where he ordained 
to the priesthood in 1863, the Reverend Charles Grafton, who 
went to- England, and founded the Anglican Order of the 
Cowley Fathers.* 

All through his active career Bishop Whittingham kept in 
remembrance the delightful surroundings of his home in 
Orange, New Jersey. He died there October 17th, 1879, in 
his seventy-fourth year, and was buried in the Orange Cemetery 
by the side of his father and mother. 

He chose his own epitaph: 


“I have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith, 
when I shall awake after Thy likeness, I shall be satisfied.” 


In 1837 Columbia College conferred on him the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity, and, in 1857, he received from St. John’s Col- 
lege, Annapolis, Maryland, the degree of Doctor of Laws. 


*During the rectorship of Reverend Doctor Tuttle one of the Cowley Fathers 
came to this country and preached in Saint Luke’s. His delivery was exciting. 
The Athanasian Creed, the theme, and the text, “Anathema Maranatha.” At 
that time two purple velvet cushions were on the old white-painted pulpit to 
serve as a rest for the minister’s manuscript; but the priestly father’s sermon 
was an extempore one and the cushions served another purpose. Every ex- 
clamation of “Anathema” was demonstrated by an attack on them and received 
a responsive sneeze from some member of the congregation—until, finally, the 
dust and irritation increasing, the responses became general and controlled the 
situation. The author was present and joined in the responses. 

















FOURTH RECTOR 


JOHN MURRAY FORBES 
(1834—1850) 


Before a new Rector should be invited, the vestry considered 
a careful investigation of the finances, an important measure; so the 
treasurer and school committee were requested to make a com- 
plete, detailed report. In the treasury was found a small balance, 
but the revenue from the school was insufficient to meet expenses, 
and the surplus in the Church’s funds being inadequate to cancel 
the deficit, a loan was, therefore, considered requisite. A gen- 
eral opinion prevailed among the members of the vestry that 
their generous attitude towards the Rectors far exceeded the 
resources of the Church; so it was stipulated that a salary of one 
thousand dollars only, for the present, was all they could afford to 
offer the prospective incumbent. Furthermore, the relinquishment 
of the school was recommended, but this matter they held in abey- 
ance until a new Rector should be installed and his opinion con- 
sulted. For choice of a Rector the thoughts of the vestry naturally 
turned towards the Reverend John Murray Forbes, who had tem- 
porarily served the parish acceptably—although at the first ballot- 
ing an even number of votes were found for the Reverend William 
L. Keese, who was known to one or two of the vestrymen. Still 
the services of Mr. Forbes were too fresh in the minds of the 
parish to allow the vestry to decide upon any other as Rector, and 
the second balloting proved to be unanimous in favor of their late 
assistant. At the time of his election, Mr. Forbes was Rector of 
Saint George’s Church, Flushing, Queens County, New York, 
which charge he surrendered to come to Saint Luke’s. On his 
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acceptance of the Rectorship, he was instituted in the Church, Fri- 
day morning, September 26th, 1834, by the Right Reverend 
Bishop Onderdonk; for which occasion Saint Luke’s school was 
given a holiday; and Tuesday evening, October 7th, 1834, he 
presided for the first time at a meeting of the vestry. 

The desired acceptableness of the new rector was soon evinced 
in the progress of the parish. The pews commenced to fill up 
again, the committee reporting, “154 in all rented, yielding an 
income, if all the rents are collected, $3,198.25, which amount, 
allowing liberally for bad debts, will net about $3000. This sum, 
and the other income of the Church, will meet the whole expenses 
for the current year. The pews remaining unlet are 17 in the 
gallery, and 10 on the ground floor.” 

The ladies of the congregation too, became especially active, 
projecting a Fair for the benefit of the Church, choosing the most 
advantageous time of the year, like ladies of the present day— 
a couple of weeks before Christmas. 

Permission was requested of the vestry to hold the Fair in the 
school building, which was granted, the treasurer, Mr. Cornelius 
Oakley being their champion who, also, obtained for them the 
authority to remove a certain partition to furnish more space. The 
records certainly prove very delinquent in giving no report of the 
proceeds of this first Fair conducted by the women of Saint Luke’s. 

On January 6th, 1835, the organist, Alexander J. Leonardia 
presented his resignation, and Mr. William Harriman succeeded 
him at the same salary. 

At this time Jacob A. Roome, the sexton, appointed in 1822, 
and who, also, later on served as janitor of the school, was suc- 
ceeded by Caleb Dugan, at a salary of $250, independent of per- 
quisites at funerals which were fixed by the vestry. 

An application is recorded for permission to place a monument 
in the churchyard which was promptly denied on motion “that 
this board will not permit the erection of any monument in the 
yard of Saint Luke’s Church.” 

To the subject of the expediency of the continuance of the 
school, the Rector gave his personal attention, being the chairman 
of a special committee elected for the purpose. He was not 
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unaware of the experience and financial embarrassment incurred 
by such men as Bishop Doane in Burlington College, Bishop 
Hopkins in Vermont, Doctor Hawks in Long Island, and scores 
of others who never commanded the resources which parochial 
education involves and deserves; and it was not surprising that 
the school enterprises of Saint Luke’s should cause financial dis- 
tress. 

There should, also, be taken into account the existence of a 
powerful rival, only a short distance across the street, on the north- 
east corner of Grove and Hudson. The Free School Society, organ- 
ized in 1805 by prominent citizens of the city, with the Honorable 
DeWitt Clinton as its President, established a school in this vicinity 
in 1818, called “No. 3,” for it was the third one in the city under 
this control. Later on the schools belonging to the Free School 
Society were absorbed by the Board of Education created by the 
New York Legislature in 1842. In the year 1834, which chiefly 
concerns us, Public School No. 3 was in a very flourishing con- 
dition, with an excellent staff of teachers and its pupils com- 
prising children of the best families in the Ninth Ward which 
was distinctly an American one, and, therefore, called the Knicker- 
bocker Ward of the city. 

Whilst the final abandonment of the parochial school was pend- 
ing and confidentially discussed in the meetings of the vestry, 
petitions were received from several teachers for an increase of 
salary, among them, Mr. Flint, the principal of the male depart- 
ment, with a request for an extra classical teacher—this matter 
was voted to be laid on the table. 

At a meeting of the joint special committees of the two Boards, 
the vestry and trustees, of which the Rector was chairman, it was 
thought best to dispose of the schools (male and female) after the 
first of May next on the most favorable terms; and in conform- 
ity with one of the recommendations contained in the report, the 
following resolution was adopted and accepted, viz. : 





“Whereas this vestry has been informed (through the 
joint committee from the two Boards) that the Board of 
Trustees of Saint Luke’s Schools have expressed a wish 
that said Board should be dissolved, Therefore, be it, 
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ReEsoLveD, That this vestry will accept the resignation of 
said Trustees whenever they shall deem it proper to tender 
the same.” 


The eight men who comprised the Board of Trustees were 
William H. Beare, William H. Bell, Don Alonzo Cushman, Ben- 
jamin B. Howell, Reuben Westcott, William F. Havemeyer, William 
FE. Wilmerding, and a Mr. Kissam, whose first name is not recorded. 
The three last were elected the previous June to supply the place 
of Messrs. Bleecker, Cammann, and Hoffman who resigned when 
Doctor Whittingham left. 

To the resolution of the vestry the Board of Trustees returned 
the following reply through their Secretary— 


GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to communicate to you 
the following resolution passed at the last meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of Saint Luke’s Schools held on Mon- 
day, evening, December 8th, 1834. “Resolved that this 
Board fully concurs in the views and opinions expressed 
in the report of the joint committee just submitted and 
in accordance therewith do respectfully recommend to 
the Vestry to Release the Board of Trustees from any 
further connexion with the Schools by dissolving the 
same. Very respectfully, your obedient servant—William 
H. Bell, Secretary of the late Board of Trustees of Saint 
Luke’s Schools.” 


The last item mentioned in the records of the trustees is a 
quarterly statement “that 86 pupils had been received and 12 left 
—of the former 11 were classical scholars and of the latter one.” 
Charity pupils were accepted, and one paragraph refers to the 
two daughters of the Sexton, “admitted free of charge.” The 
matter of the board of trustees was hereupon disposed of, but not 
so the fate of the school. An absolute and unanimous decision 
was still in abeyance—some members of the vestry favoring its 
continuance under new regulations. Meanwhile, during this state 
of indecision, the resignation of one who had faithfully served on 
the vestry since the organization of the Church was received Feb- 
ruary 3rd, 1835—it was that of Clement C. Moore, Saint Luke’s 
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first warden. A few days later Mr. James N. Wells who had 
been on the vestry since 1822 also resigned. In consequence the 
legal notice was given by the Rector of an “Election to fill vacancies 
on the vestry to take place immediately after morning prayers at 
half past ten o’clock on Wednesday, the 18th inst.—the polls to 
remain open the usual time.” The choice fell upon John R. Sat- 
terlee and Henry I. Seaman—and they were declared unanimously 
elected. Talman J. Waters, who had acted as secretary of the 
board since 1827, resigned that office March 3rd, 1835, also re- 
linquishing his membership on the standing and_ school 
committees. 


EASTER, 1835 


At the Easter election on April 24th, Mr. Henry I. Seaman 
was elected secretary to succeed Mr. Waters, and Mr. Cornelius 
Oakley was re-elected to the office of treasurer. Mr. Waters 
declining as candidate for re-election on the vestry, Mr. Charles 
N. S. Rowland was chosen to fill the vacancy. The vestry then 
proceeded to fill vacancies in the following committees occasioned 
by the resignation of Messrs. Moore, Wells and Waters; on the 
standing committee, John R. Satterlee, George Coggill, and Henry 
I. Seaman were elected; on the school committee, John R. Satter- 
lee, Cornelius Oakley and Joseph W. Beadel ; and Cornelius Oakley 
became also a member of the committee of supplies and repairs. 

March Ist, the organist, Mr. William H. Harriman, sent a letter 
to the vestry tendering his resignation, generously surrendering 
any remuneration for his services. Whereupon, the resignation 
was accepted and a letter of appreciation was returned to him, 
containing the thanks of the board for “his voluntary relinquish- 
ment of his compensation.” The subject of supplying an organist 
was referred to the music committee with power. At the next 
meeting the music committee reported “that according to the power 
given them at the meeting of the vestry on the 3rd of March, 
they had engaged Mr. Schaeffer as organist of this Church at a 
salary of $150. per annum, commencing the 15th March.” Dur- 
ing the interval between Mr. Harriman’s resignation and March 
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15th a Mr. William Blackwell temporaliy acted as organist and 
the treasurer was ordered to pay him $15 for services rendered. 

The committees to whom had been referred the much mooted 
question of the School, “whether to be or not-to-be,” offered the 
following report :— 


“After mature deliberation the committees are unani- 
mously of opinion that it is expedient for the interest 
of Saint Luke’s Church that schools now in connection 
with it be given up, and the rooms occupied by them 
leased to suitable individuals under proper restrictions. 

“The facts upon which the committees ground their 
opinion are as follows :— 

“Ist. The income derived from the schools has never 
yet equalled the expenditure carried from the Treasury of 
the Church. The deficiency for the last five quarters has 
been about $700 including $375 of rent and it is even pos- 
sible that this sum may be increased by lofses on the 
collection of bills to $800. 

“2nd. The Prospects of the Schools so far as the com- 
mittees are enabled to judge are not such as to warrant 
the presumption that they will be for some time to come a 
source of revenue to the Church—or even that they will 
remunerate the Church for the expenses they incur, if the 
rent of the rooms be taken into the account. 

“3rd. Additional difficulties in the management of 
the schools now present themselves. The principal of the 
male department having exprefsed his desire to relinquish 
his charge unlefs retained at an increased salary, such as 
the schools could not afford to pay. 

“4th. The Committees are of the opinion that the 
Rooms occupied by the Schools as they are now arranged, 
together with the room at present occupied by the Sun- 
day School, may be leased to suitable individuals under 
proper restrictions for an annual sum varying from $6 
to $800.” in 


Whereupon the report was accepted and directed to be entered Ny 
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A resolution follows, “That the Standing and School Committees 
be authorized to publish forthwith a notice in the public papers 
stating the disposition of the vestry to dispose of the rooms as 
recommended and to receive sealed proposals for the same and 
report the result to the vestry.” The secretary was requested to 
inform the principals of the schools that the schools will be dis- 
continued as connected with Saint Luke’s Church—and that pro- 
posals for the rooms will be received by a committee with the Rector 
as chairman. This committee recommended the following prices 
for the rent of the rooms :—‘The third story at $250; the second 
story at $250 and the attic at $200. Miss Phelps applied for the 
third story—with the use of the fixtures therein at the rate of 
twelve percent per annum upon the valuation—she keeping the 
same in order. Mr. A. D. Patterson was the favored applicant for 
the male department and the Rector personally replied to him in the 
following letter: 


“I take pleasure in informing you that your application 
for the Male Department of Saint Luke’s Schools has 
received the preference over the others that have been 
made. The committee have requested me to addrefs you to 
this effect. They are disposed to give you a lease of the 
two upper rooms in Saint Luke’s Buildings for the term 
of two years from the first day of May next on the follow- 
ing conditions :— 

“1st. That the schools be conducted at your own proper 
cost, the profits arising therefrom being exclusively your 
own. 


“2nd. That you pay to the Vestry of Saint Luke’s 
Church on their order an annual rent of Four Hundred 
and Fifty dollars for the two rooms. The rent to be paid 
quarterly and satisfactory security given. 

“3rd. That the rooms so leased be considered at your 
disposal only six days of the week (all Sundays being 
excepted) and on each week day only from sunrise to 
sunset. 

_ “4th. That the rooms be used only for schools and not 
leased to any individual without the consent of the Vestry. 
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“sth. That the Fixtures in the room now occupied as 
a male school consisting of Desks, Maps, Stoves, etc— 
be purchased by you on credit, if desired, of six and twelve 
months at a price to be determined by two individuals, the 
one chosen by yourself, the other by the Vestry. If on 
any point these two fail to agree, the decision of some 
third person mutually chosen to be binding on both parties. 


“6th. Tltat the schools be continued under their present 
title and be considered as under the general supervision 
of the Rector of Saint Luke’s Church. 


“7th. That all Teachers before admitted into the 
Schools be approved by the Rector of Saint Luke’s Church. 


“By returning this letter within two days from the 
present date with your signature affixed in acceptance 
of the terms proposed the above arrangement will be con- 
sidered as settled between Yourself and the Vestry of Saint 
Luke’s Church.” 


Mr. A. D. Patterson signed and returned the letter, adding 
“I accept the above propositions—3rd April, 1835.” 

The committee of supplies and repairs was ordered by the Vestry 
to prepare the lecture-room for the occupancy of the Sunday School, 
and May 4th they reported the alterations had been made and the 
room ready for the accommodation of the children. 


LAND IN REAR OF THE CHURCH 


Directly adjoining the church in the rear there was a piece of 
land on which stood a greenhouse, and it had been represented to 
the vestry that Capt. Newcomb who had recently purchased the 
good will of the lease of the property of James N. Wells 
was disposed to sell it on favorable terms to the church. The 
matter seemed advisable on account of protection, an advantage 
in case the church needed to be extended at some future time; so 
a committee was appointed to negotiate with Capt. Newcomb—the 
Rector naming Messrs. Oakley, Smith and Satterlee. At the next 
meeting Mr. Oakley stated he had an interview with Capt. New- 
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comb and suggested the propriety of investing the committee with 
power, which was granted, the purchase price, however, being lim- 
ited to fifteen hundred dollars. He reported verbally at a follow- 
ing meeting “that it was deemed inexpedient to proceed any 
further in the businefs until application had been made to the 
Vestry of Trinity Church to ascertain upon what terms the fee of 
said ground could be obtained.” Trinity replied it was the inten- 
tion of the corporation to take back the property when the lease 
to Mr. Wells expired and, therefore declined making '! any 
further disposition of it. However, they would protect Saint Luke’s 
“against any nuisance” being erected on the land. Trinity kept 
her word, nothing ever covering the ground but a florist’s nursery, 
and, furthermore, in Reverend Doctor Tuttle’s rectorate allowed 
Saint Luke’s to extend the rear, making room for a recess chancel, 
which before was flat against the wall, surrounded by a projecting 
railing, describing a half-circle. Within the railing, against the 
wall, was a plain wooden altar entirely covered by cloth, varying 
in color, according to the church’s season, and above it for a back- 
ground were tablets of wood painted white, on which the ten com- 
mandments were lettered in gilt—the last object to impress the 
mind of the sleepy child in those days of long morning services 
when both litany and ante-communion were invariably read, fol- 
lowed by a lengthy sermon with its fifthly, sixthly and more 
divisions. 

When Mr. Talman J. Waters, the quondam secretary, resigned 
the office, a committee was appointed to receive from him all books 
and papers belonging to the vestry—the following list comprises 
the principal articles :— 

“The Book of Minutes, “The Corporate Seal,” “Proposals for 
Building Saint Luke’s Church, No. 1 to 4,” “Act of Consecration,” 
“Agreement with The Reverend George Upfold,” “Agreement with 
Mr. Henry Erben,” “Agreement with Trinity Church, New Morke: 
“Resolution of Trinity Church, relative to Vaults,” “Four Convey- 
ances from Trinity Church to Saint Luke’s Church, one dated 
May Ist, 1820, one May 2nd, 1825, one dated July oth, 1828, one 
May 7th, 1832.” “Lease from Trinity Church to the Reverend 
Geo. Upfold and his assignment thereof to Saint Luke’s Church.” 
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“Counterpart of Lease to Charles A. Lee,’’* “One bundle of Re- 
ports from Committees and Treasurer,” “One bundle of papers re- 
lating to Saint Luke’s Schools numbered from 1 to 8.” “One Policy 
from Mutual Company—date to October, 1821.” 


Signed 


HENRY RITTER, Senior Warden 
HENRY I. SEAMAN, Secretary 
CORL. OAKLEY, Treasurer 


New York, March oth, 1835. 


On July oth, 1835, the treasurer rendered a complete and ex- 
haustive statement of the finances, showing a balance in the treas- 
ury of $30., a small amount. but more encouraging than a deficit 
and, moreover, it was followed by a cheerful letter from the 
former rector, the Reverend Mr. Whittingham. He wished to re- 
turn his acknowledgement to the vestry for their “liberal appro- 
priation” to him of four hundred dollars per annum for two 
years from Ist July, 1834, for the purpose of enabling him to go 
abroad for the benefit of his health. Having been restored to vigor, 
he desired to relinquish the appropriation for the second year, which 
increased the balance in the treasury four hundred dollars. 

Immediately it was resolved by the vestry, “That in pursuance of 
the foregoing relinquishment the Treasurer is hereby requested to 
govern himself accordingly,” and the consequence was an increase 
of salary for the Rector, starting “from the 26th of June last,” he 
was to receive in the future $1250. 

The vestry’s attention was directed by the Rector to the appear- 
ance of the exterior of the church, suggesting that it needed a fresh 
coat of paint—a process which had not been repeated since the 
erection of the building, so the committee of supplies and repairs was 
ordered to procure estimates which would include the interior and 
ceilings as well. The committee reported estimates made by R. B. 
Fosdick, L. Moses and R. M. Grant in sums varying a little over 


*Dr. Charles A. Lee was the tenant in the house next to the parsonage. 
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$700, but the vestry concluded to postpone the painting on account 
of “the present high prices of Material and Labour being thirty 
percent higher than they were at this time last year.” 

It was resolved, however, to clean the church and to close it for 
the purpose, the Rector naming the 16th to the 23rd of August, 
which time was extended by the vestry from the oth to the 20th, 
affording the Rector an opportunity to rest and recreate. 

At a meeting of the board September 14th, 1835, “the follow- 
ing gentlemen were elected by ballot, delegates to the approaching 
Diocesan Convention to be held in the City of Utica, viz.: “Mefs. 
Smith, Coggill, Cushman, Oakley and Seaman, and the Treasurer 
was ordered to pay to the Convention the usual Per Centage on 
the amount of the Rector’s Salary.” 


THE CITY ON FIRE 


The records report “a calamitous fire” in the city, the 16th and 
17th of December, by which the secretary of the board lost valuable 
private papers and unfortunately with them was destroyed the 
Corporate Seal of the church. On motion, the secretary was 
directed to procure a new seal with the same device as the old. 

The fire alluded to was the most disastrous in the history of 
the city, having had no equal in any English speaking country 
since the destructive fire of London in 1666. It destroyed the 
section which contained the Banks, the Stock Exchange, the Post 
Office, two Churches, and the large dry goods warehouses. Mr. 
Henry I. Seaman, the Secretary of Saint Luke’s vestry, was a 
merchant, his place of business being located at 114 Water Street, 
the very center of the great conflagration, which extended from 
Coenties Slip on East River to Wall Street on the West, and from 
South Street along the wharves to Broad Street on the North. 
The estimated loss was twenty million dollars, which in propor- 
tion to the size and wealth of the City to-day, is equivalent to 
what two hundred million dollars would represent now. Mr. 
Seaman’s residence was at 422 Hudson Street, not far from Saint 
Luke’s. 
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The new year (1836) opened with two changes reported by the 
music committee. Mr. George C. Schaefer resigned as organist, 
being succeeded by Mr. Leonard, at an increased salary of $100, 
receiving $250 a year. “Mr. Cushman, in behalf of the Music 
Committee, having communicated to the vestry the resignation of 
Mifs Louisa Gillingham who for some years past officiated as 
Chorister of this Church. And whereas the Vestry entertain an 
exalted opinion of the Musical talents and vocal powers of Mifs 
Gillingham and a sincere respect for her private character, deem 
it their duty to exprefs their feelings and sentiments to her in 
some appropriate manner. ‘Therefore Resolved that the services 
of Mifs Gillingham have been peculiarly gratifying and _ satis- 
factory to the Vestry and Congregation of this Church and that 
in token thereof the Rev? Rector be requested to procure a hand- 
some Bible and Book of Common Prayer, and have put thereon 
the following inscription: ‘A token of Respect and Esteem from 
the Corporation of Saint Luke’s Church, New York, to Mifs 
Louise Gillingham, March 1836.’ And to present the same to Mifs 
Gillingham in behalf of this vestry in such manner as he deem best.” 

“Resolved that this Vestry regret exceedingly that in the present 
condition of finances of the Church, it is not in their power to 
afford Mifs Gillingham an additional evidence of the reality and 
sincerity of the sentiments and feelings herein expressed, but beg 
to afsure her, that her future happinefs both in this world and 
that which is to come will never cease to be a matter of interest 
to them.” 3 

“Resolved, that the Secretary be, and is hereby requested to 
furnish the Rev’d. Rector with an attested copy of the foregoing 
Preamble and Resolutions.” 


TRINITY CHURCH AND A MORTGAGE 


The Church at this time held title to several pieces of property, 
in addition to the school building. They were numbers 2 and 4 
Grove Street around the corner in the rear; also, abutting it on 
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the south, 374 Hudson Street; and across the street on the west 
side, 369 Hudson Street, which adjoined the parsonage; later on, 
Hudson Street was re-numbered and 369 became 475 and the 
parsonage 477. ‘These possessions were mortgaged, and one large 
mortgage was due and payable the 1st of May, 1837 which neces- 
sitated preparatory plans to meet the emergency, especially as 
some members of the vestry were individually responsible. It was 
the opinion of the board to sell all the property excepting the 
parsonage, as a relief from pecuniary embarrassment and’ a basis 
for a sinking fund to liquidate all present and future indebted- 
ness. But the Rector advised that a committee be appointed to 
take counsel of the vestry of Trinity Church and Messrs. Row- 
land, Satterlee, Oakley, Cushman and Beadel were elected. Trinity 
advised the retention of the school building, for which outside 
parties were negotiating, fearing a possible detriment to the neigh- 
borhood and church, in the shape of a “stage-house and dance- 
hall,’ for at that time a company known as the “Kips Line of 
Stages” had a route through Hudson Street, which antedated the 
Eighth Avenue Surface cars. The Corporation of Trinity, acting 
as usual the part of a parent to Saint Luke’s offered to relinquish 
its right of interest on mortgage of $5000 and to cancel any restric- 
tions as to time. This generous act called forth the following 
resolution :— 

“That the relinquishment of the interest on our Bond and mort- 
gage of $5000 is but adding to the many and gratifying evidences 
which this corporation has heretofore received of the kind feelings 
entertained toward it by the gentlemen entrusted with the high and 
responsible duty of managing the affairs of the Corporation of Trin- 
ity Church; and that for this as well as for all other favors the 
cordial thanks of the vestry are justly due and are hereby pre- 
sented.” . 

Another resolution followed, to sell by auction or otherwise, the 
house and lot next to the parsonage, the houses and lots numbers 
2 and 4 Grove Street and the house and lot No. 374 Hudson 
Street. Messrs. Coggill, Beadel, Browning, Rowland and Satterlee 
were appointed a committee to take immediate action. At the 
next meeting, April 16th, they reported “the property has been 
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advertised for sale, by Franklin and Jenkins, at Public Auction, 
on the 20th inst.’’ Later on they again reported “that they had 
offered the same at Public Auction, but none of it had been sold.” 


EASTER ELECTION 


On Tuesday, April 7th, 1836, pursuant to notice, the vestry met 
at the “Buildings of the Pro. Epis. Prefs,” at one o’clock, when 
the Rector read a certificate of the Easter election of Wardens 
and Vestrymen for the current year. No changes were made in 
the board and the existing committees were reappointed, Mr. Oak- 
ley remaining treasurer, and Mr. Seaman, secretary. But no 
explanation is stated why the meeting was called to take place at 
the rooms of the “Prot. Epis. Prefs.” 

The Reverend Mr. Forbes, who had unremittingly served 
Saint Luke’s since the beginning of his rectorate, with only a few 
weeks’ vacation when the church was cleaned, requested a leave 
of absence, the vestry allowing him six months in which “to enjoy 
a sea-voyage.” While the Rector was absent the Reverend Samuel 
Seabury officiated, at a compensation of $400. 

During the ensuing summer it was thought advisable to freshen 
up the interior appearance of the church, and the committee of 
supplies and repairs was instructed by the following resolution 
“to have the Pews painted inside and out (except the inside of such 
as are now lined) with the best White Lead and to have the 
numbering on the doors of the Pews in gilt figures, the top rail 
to be painted Mahogany Colour, and the residue of the wood- 
work, including the iron ‘pillows’ (sic.) which support the gallery 
with best lead, the case of the organ to be also painted white, 
the walls of a light Pearl Colour similar to that in Dr. Stewart’s 
Parlours, the scarlet curtain behind the banister around the gal- 
lery to be taken down and wood-work substituted in its place, to 
be painted white, the ceiling to have cleaned, the banister down the 
stairs, and around the Chancel, varnished, and a handsome orna- 
mental pilaster round the Pulpit door. And that the outside of 
the Church be repaired as far as found necefsary, and repainted 
the same Colour as it now is. The Blinds repaired and painted, 
the Fences to be painted white, and the Gate Lamps repainted.” 
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Mr. Don Alonzo Cushman who had been on the committee of 
supplies and repairs for many years, resigned at this time, and later 
on withdrew from the Music Committee, of which he had been 
Chairman since the founding of the Church; the record adding, 
“that himself and Daughters have retired from the Volunteer 
Choir of this Church.” 

On Tuesday, July 19th, 1836, an informal meeting of the vestry 
was called by the officiating minister, Mr. Seabury, on account of 
the death of the Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. The following resolution is recorded :— 


“The melancholy intelligence of the death of the Rt. 
Rev’d. William White, D.D., the venerable and much | 
beloved presiding bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church in the 
United States having been communicated to this vestry it 
was unanimously, 





“Resolved, That this vestry in common with their fellow 

Churchmen throughout the United States entertain a deep | 

and affectionate respect and veneration for the primitive 

a and apostolic character of the late Rt. Rev’d. Senior Bishop 

of the Church, and a grateful sense of signal blessings 

: which under Providence flowed to the Church from his 

j enlightened wisdom, his pure example, his serene piety 

and the long continuance of his peculiarly faithful and 
| pre-eminent services. 


“Resolved, That in testimony of respect for the memory 
of the departed, and grief at the irreparable lofs which 
has been sustained by his death, Saint Luke’s Church 
be put in the customary mourning for the space of one 
month, and that the bell be muffled and tolled on Sunday 
morning next for one hour immediately preceding the 
usual time for morning service. 


“Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 


| signed by the Senior Warden and Secretary and published 
Th in ‘The Churchman,’ ” 
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RETURNIOR THEGRECTOR 


Delegates to attend the Diocesan Convention in October were 
elected the May previous; they were Messrs. Ritter, Smith, Sat- 
| terlee and Rowland, for, with the exception of the informal meet- 
ing in July the vestry took a vacation during the absence of the 
Rector. 

The first session upon his return is recorded Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 29th, 1836, when the following resolution was presented by 
| Mr. Floyd Smith: 


Cerrar 


S Saced 


| my 
ed ramet 


De arr 
Sr aaa raat 


| “The gratifying circumstances of the safe return of 4 

| the esteemed Rector of this Church in renewed health “e 
and strength after an absence of several months in Europe ia 

having terminated the temporary engagement of the Rev- ! 
erend Samuel Seabury as officiating Minister during such Ad 
absence, and, ; ‘ 


| “Whereas there is every reason to believe that the ser- a 
| vices of the Reverend Mr. Seabury have been useful and 
very generally acceptable to the congregation, therefore, 


“Resolved, That this Vestry deem it an act of justice to 
the Reverend Mr. Seabury to express their entire appre- 
ciation of his services and to assure him of the pleasure 
it will at all times afford them to bear testimony to his 
high qualifications as an able and lucid expounder of the 
great doctrines of the Gospel as embodied in the articles, 
liturgy, and other services of the Prot. Epis. Church—to 
his fidelity in their application to the hearts and consciences 
of his hearers, and to his exemplary deportment during 
his temporary connexion with this Church.” 


In consequence of the resignation of Mr. Don Alonzo Cushman 
as Chairman of the Music Committee, Mr. Seaman was appointed 
to fill the office and reported a communication at the January 
meeting (1837) received from Mr. Leonard terminating his services 
as organist, and the engagement of Mr. Charles Wilkens to suc- 
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ceed him, at a salary of two hundred dollars. The report also 
stated that a temporary arrangement had been made with Mrs. 
Bostwick “who had kindly consented to lead the Choir until 
Spring,” and recommending the treasurer be requested “to pay 
Mifs Lewis twenty-five dollars as a compensation for her services 
in the Choir.” The vestry not unmindful of its indebtedness to 
Mr. Don Alonzo Cushman as musical director, presented to him 
an attested copy of the following resolution: 


“In consideration of the long and faithful services of 
D. A. Cushman, Esq., as a very efficient member of the 
Music Committee of this Church—The gratuitous ser- 
vices of the members of the Choir, and the very satisfac- 
tory manner in which those services have been performed.” 

“Resolved unanimously, That the most cordial thanks of 
this vestry be presented to Mr. Cushman and daughters, 
and those Ladies and Gentlemen who have afsisted him in 
the choir, for their kindnefs, and for the acceptable 
manner in which the music of the Church has been 
conducted.” 


EASTER ELECTION, 1837 


Mr. Cushman, to whom Saint Luke’s was indebted for its origin by 
his offer of twenty dollars to the Reverend Mr. Upfold to start a 
church in Greenwich Village, generously contributing to its mainte- 
nance since the beginning, retired from the vestry at the Easter elec- 
tion in 1837 and was succeeded by Mr. Anthony Bleecker McDonald. 
All the other members of the board were re-elected, Mr. Seaman re- 
maining secretary and Mr. Oakley, treasurer. The office of a volunteer 
treasurer is never pleasant when assets refuse to agree with debts, 
and Mr. Oakley, the faithful, besought the vestry for relief, recom- 
mending an advance in the pew rentals. Action was taken and a 
committee appointed to graduate prices and circularize the parish 
with the following letter: 


“You are respectfully informed that the Rent of Pew 
No.—aisle of Saint Luke’s Church is $— for the en- 
suing year from the first day of May next. You are 
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requested to inform the Chairman of the Pew Committee 
No.—St. on or before the 25th instant if you do not wish 
to retain the same, otherwise you will be considered as 
the occupant at the above named Rent.” 


This procedure enriched the treasury to the extent of $350, 
and was supplemented by another possible increase from a pros- 
pective buyer of 369 Hudson Street, the house directly 
adjoining the parsonage, the tentative purchaser, however, de- 
manding the whole depth of the lot, 125 feet, instead of only 80 
feet allowed by the vestry. This reservation of 45 feet was con- 
sidered a future expediency in the event of the necessity for 
enlarging the church by adding a wing to the south side. The 
ever present urgent need for money, however, outweighed un- 
certain future plans, and the sale was effected; the equity yield- 
ing $1500. The forty-five feet in question would have been a 
boon to the Reverend Doctor Tuttle, the fifth rector, when he 
erected a building for the Sunday School to the south and extended 
it over the parsonage lot which in consequence had to be the 
boundary. Another project seemed to offer for increasing the 
funds of the treasury. 

Professor Anthon, of Columbia College, announced his desire 
to establish a branch of the Grammar School of that institution 
in the same part of the city as the church, and it was suggested 
to him to take under his charge the male department of Saint 
Luke’s School. After expressing his willingness to do so, he added 
a proviso that fifty scholars be secured for him through the patron- 
age of the congregation, which the vestry declined, stating that 
it was “impossible,” and the negotiations terminated. 

The Standing Committee earnestly continued to work to sell 
to advantage the remaining parcels of property, viz., the school 
building 374 Hudson Street and Nos. 2 and 4 Grove Street, defer- 
ring for advice to Trinity Corporation which gave its assent and 
offered assistance. However, it was not till 1839 when the whole 
disposal was accomplished. Meanwhile the day school continued 
in the corner building and the Sunday School found a place to 
assemble within its walls. The new vestryman, Mr. McDonald, 
proved to be a zealous advocate of the Sunday School and became 
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its superintendent on the retirement of the Reverend Anthony 
Ten Broeck from that office on account of his ordination to holy 
orders as deacon. Mr. McDonald at once bestirred himself to 
prevail with the vestry to appropriate seats in the church for the 
children to attend divine service—many of his predecessors having 
failed in the effort. Mr. McDonald gained his object, all the seats | 
in the gallery on each side of the organ being allowed for children, 
with the exception of the first two pews on the south side and the 
front one on the north side of the church, assigning to the 
“Coloured people attending service the two adjoining Pews in the 
North Gallery in the rear of the front seats.” | 
Since Mr. Don Alonzo Cushman resigned as director of the 
\ choir, the music committee was harassed by frequent changes. 
Mrs. Bostwick kept her agreement “to lead the Choir only till 
Spring,” the vestry voting her a resolution of thanks and $50 
compensation. She was succeeded by Mr. John Thornton and 
daughter at a salary of $100 each, both of whom resigned in the 
‘< autumn, their places being supplied by Miss Purveyance and Mr. 
| W. B. Ashley at the same salary. Miss Lewis, who had once 
temporarily served the choir, was engaged as leader receiving 
annually one hundred dollars from the treasury and another hundred 
7 contributed by members of the congregation. On Mr. Charles 
Wilken’s retirement as organist, Mr. Alexander Leonard, who had 
preceded him returned at a salary of $250. The troubles of the 
music committee, however, could not compare with those of the 
treasurer. Mr. Oakley had filled the office untiringly since 1826, 
succeeding Mr. Thomas Constantine, but the time had arrived 
when the complications seemed too burdensome and the vestry 
received his resignation March 13th, 1838, electing Mr. C. N. S. 
Rowland to take his place. 





EASTER, 1838 


At the Easter election in April of this year the only change on 
the board of vestry was the admission of Dr. James Stewart, 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Oakley. One 
of the first acts of Mr. Rowland, the new treasurer, was a sug- 
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gestion to the vestry “that all the members join in a note for $750 
at go days, to be discounted for the purpose of paying the Rector 
the balance of salary due him the 1st of November. The note 
was accordingly drawn in favour of the Treasurer and signed 
by the members present.” A resolution followed this act, “That 
the Treasurer be and is hereby directed to hold in reserve four 
of the unsold vaults to secure the members of the vestry for the 
note of $750 until the same be paid from the funds of the church.” 

In June of this year the City Mission Society sent out a circular 
letter to all the churches in the city requesting the appointment 
of a delegate to attend the meetings and co-operate in the work of 
the organization. Mr. J. R. Satterlee was appointed Saint Luke’s 
Church representative. The City Mission Society was organized 
September 29th, 1831, in the basement of Christ Church on the 
corner of Ann and Nassau Streets, but was not incorporated until 
April, 1833, under the title of ““N. Y. Prot. Epis. City Mission 
Society.” In August of this year a. special convention of the 
diocese was held in the City of Utica and Messrs. Floyd Smith, 
Satterlee, Rowland and Seaman were appointed delegates. No rea- 
son is stated for this special convention which was followed in Oc- 
tober by the regular annual one which took place in this city; Saint 
Luke’s representatives being Messrs. Ritter, Smith, Satterlee, Row- 
land and Seaman. 


RENOVATING THE CHURCH 


In view of the serious fact that the church needed repairing 
and painting, a plan was proposed by the Rector to raise the 


’ necessary funds by monthly collections and deposited in the Green- 


wich Bank to be drawn on from time to time as necessity demanded. 
This motion was acted on November 13th and at the next meet- 
ing December 15th, the chairman of the committee reported 
eighty-nine dollars was collected on Sunday. The following April 
(1839) the fund increased sufficiently to authorize the work to 
proceed, resulting in the complete repairing and painting of the 
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exterior of the church and parsonage. The fence, also, in front 
of the church which extended only part of the distance, was built — 
across the whole length of the grounds and uniformly painted. 


EASTER 1839 


The entire aspect of the Property presented at Easter a bright 
and fresh appearance, harmonizing with the joyousness of the 
festival, and a spirit of optimism seemed to pervade the atmosphere. 
The Easter election was merely a repetition of the officers of the 
board which was reinforced by an inspiration of hope in the notes 
of a voice from Trinity Corporation. “Sell all your property, 
liquidate your debts, and receive from us ten thousand dollars.” 
Of course the church with its grounds and parsonage were ex- 
empted, only the property on the east side of Hudson Street was 
meant, for the house adjoining the parsonage had previously been 
sold to a Mr. Wm. D. Waterman. On May 14th, 1839, the 
Standing Committee of the vestry in charge of the sale of the 
property reported by reading a written record of their proceed- 
ings, and, also, presented the following as their final report: 


“The Standing Committee of the Vestry of Saint Luke’s 
Church, having been created for the purpose of having 
charge of its property on Hudson and Grove Streets, and 
said property having been recently sold by the order of the 
Vestry, the functions of said committee will necessarily 
cease. The Committee now present their final report to 
the Vestry, by presenting their Book of Records and the 
accounts of the Treasurer. By which all transactions 
in relation to said property will be seen and, also, by pre- 
senting the accompanying statement, which exhibits the 
amount for which the property was sold, the amount of 
debt still due by the Committee—and the amount. due from 
others to the Committee—and from all which it will be 
observed that when the advantage which has accrued to 
the Church from the gratuitous use of our commodious 
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Sunday School for several years is considered, it may be 
safely said that in point of fact the Church as a corporation 
has not been a ‘looser’ (sic.) by the pofsefsion of said 
property. Neverthelefs from the frequent lofses of Rent 
which have occurred, the difficulty of managing a corporate 
property as succefsfully as a private property and more 
especially as Trinity Church made the sale of all the 
Church property, except the Church and Parsonage House, 
the preliminary condition of affording relief from the 
prefsure of pre-existing debts the committee is fully of 
the opinion, that its sale was a wise and judicious step. 
In conclusion the committee begs leave to ask to be 
discharged.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
Signed: 


FLOYD SMITH 
HENRY J. SEAMAN 
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JOHN R. SATTRERIEE ¢ 24a%ding Committee 


A. B. McDONALD aS 3°: 


New York, May 14th, 18309. 


The following is the statement referred to in the above report. 


The property belonging to Saint Luke’s Church in charge 
of the Standing Committee of the Vestry is as follows: 


Saint Luke’s School Building cor. Grove & 


‘Shia Clava stk eas. ACR a si aA $16,000.00 
PLouscra LOL NO 274-Hudson ot!) 4,750.00 
do. Aen ee (STOVER OU a. eee ceds 3,500.00 
do. Deh Wes ata Qo ps Bemean cia nbeee a will Bl de le 4,000.00 
$28,250.00 


From the avails the mortgage on the property for 
$20,000 has been paid off and cancelled. The following 
debts are due by the committee: 
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Note on the Mechanics Bank due 24th inst. ......... $1600.00 
Borrowed of George Coggill, June 18th, 1836 ..... 100.00 
Bleeker & Co. bill advertising and selling . 

PTOPECUY Pee se he Ee ee nee 89.49 

J*Dilamaters:billof repair Jee) cu 5.19 

Balance: die to Ft. Ja Seaman © ake [aioe 30.00 

$1824.68 

Amount of assets handed over to C. N. S. Rowland, 

Treasurer : 


Balance of J. R. Satterlee, Treasurer Standing 





Add 


: Fixtures in Saint Luke’s School Building amount 
: $1000.00, present valuation say $500. 
: Bond and Mortgage of $5000 given to Trinity Church 
for the lots of the Church on the opposite side of the way. 
On motion it was Resolved, That the Standing Com- 
mittee be, and is hereby discharged. 
The special committee appointed to make sale of the 
Real Estate belonging to the Church presented the following 
as their final report: 


Committee: foo 2 ge ai ea a ie aoa $ 134.21 

Bill against Charles Anthon r quarter Rent ......... 125.00 

s ” John Beagly balance of Rent ........ 10.50 

Pr ” Capt. John Moffat 1 quarter Rent ..... 87.50 

te Mrs. Stewart balance of Rent ............ 37.50 

is Vet) Be Acaddatehs Ud aiseebeey tert ce 159.51 

‘ & aT povireaC lane a APNE RNG Titec I cae 435.00 
| Wm. G. Wood, account against him... 68.53 
; Mr. Earl, Rent due 1st May I8IGG ne he ees 25.00 
1 Mr. Voray, Rent due 1st May, OK y feed UBT Sao bun tell 100.00 
A. D. Patterson in judgment 0 500.35 
| George Sukley’s Bond & Mortgape jis ets. 3200.00 
E. L. Smith’s Bond & Mortgage occccccccceeeeeeee 2300.00 
| PAL SH. Seiad 
$7183.10 
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The sale of House & lot 369 Hudson St. to 
Wm. D. Waterman subject to mortgage of 


ICE 6 We, Pun AUR NR ORL ina ais oes tea ee $ 6500.00 
The sale of House & Lot 374 Hudson St. to 

By ceit don tay h (edd (i ed AURnILUMaL ater aaa Ale Oi eee ie ae 4750.00 
The sale of Large Building corner Grove St. to 

BUCle Viger ee mrce hanes coeur, 8 fet 16000.00 
The sale of House & Lot No. 2 Grove St. 

Oper weACITINS I tect eta cetera Oa ac 3500.00 
The sale of House & lot No. 4 Grove St. to 

MO VELL een cman en may bat SNL 4000.00 


Total $34750.00 


The mortgage for $20,000. on the East side of Hudson 
St. having been paid off out of the purchase money, the 
remainder is accounted for in the Treasurer’s Account 
now submitted after receiving the amount granted by 
Trinity Church the permanent debt (exclusive of the Bond 
and Mortgage to Trinity Church for $15,000) has been so 
far paid off as to reduce the amount thereof to nine 
thousand dollars—to wit $6000 due to Mrs. G. L. Baylee 
by Bond and Mortgage on the Parsonage, and $3000 due 
to the Estate of Mrs. E. Lawrence being the balance of 
Bond & Mortgage on Church and Grounds. As soon as 
the money can be obtained for the mortgage of George 
Suckley $3200 received in part payment for the House & 
Lot No. 374 Hudson St. the floating debt as reported by 
the Treasurer can be liquidated: 


Respectfully Submitted : 
Signed: C. N. S$. ROWLAND 
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HENRY I. SEAMAN 
New York, May 14th, 18309. 


On motion the Committee was discharged. 
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After the Committee had been discharged, and the Vestry settled 
in its conclusion that all transactions connected with the sale of 
the property had likewise been discharged, a hitch arose to sup 
plement matters in the person of a lawyer, Mr. Mitchell, counsel 
for George Suckley, Esq., purchaser of the school building. He 
made application “for the Inventory and Certificate required by 
law to be filed with the Chancellor” stating “that the omission of 
it had put it out of the power of the Vestry to execute a satis- 
factory title for the property of the Church recently sold.” It 
was therefore, 

Resolved, That the Senior Warden and Secretary, be 
and are hereby authorized, to make an application to the 
Hone. the Legislature of the State of New York, in the 
name, and in behalf of this Corporation for such, and as 
the case may require; and for that purpose to affix 
thereto the Corporate Seal of this Corporation. 


On May 14th, 18309, the Secretary informed the Vestry 
“that an application had been made to the Legislature of 
the State for the pafsage of a Law authorizing this Corporation 
to file the Inventory required by the Act for the incorporation of 
religious societies, and that a Law had been pafsed which afforded 
all the relief necefsary in the premises, and that said Law was on 
file with the papers of this Vestry.” The secretary also informed 
the Vestry that Trinity Church had executed a release of any 
advantage derived by that corporation in consequence of a failure 
of this Vestry to file the Inventory within the time required by 
Law, and that such release had been duly recorded in the 
Register’s office in the City of New York.” In conclusion the 
following certificate was drafted by the Vestry and given 
to Trinity Corporation :— 

“We the Rector, Church Wardens & Vestrymen of 
Saint Luke’s Church in the City of New York, do hereby 
certify and declare that the debts of the Corporation of 
said Church have been so far paid off and reduced, as not 
to exceed the sum of five thousand dollars now due to 
Trinity Church, and we do hereby engage, that the sum of 
Ten Thousand dollars lately granted to the said corporation 
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by the corporation of Trinity Church in the City of New 
York shall, when received, be faithfully applied towards 
the extinguishment of the said debt, so that all the debts 
and responsibilities of the said corporation of Saint Luke’s, 
shall not thereafter exceed the sum of Ten Thousand 
dollars, exclusive of the debt of five thousand dollars as 
aforesaid—Witness our hands the ist day of May in the 
year of our Lord one Thousand Eight Hundred and 
thirty-nine. 


Signed: J. M. FORBES, Rector 


HENRY RITTER " . } 
FLOYD SMITH s Church Wardens 


JOHN ROSATTRERLER 

CouNeo.| ROWLAND 

J. W. BEADEL | 

HENRY I. SEAMAN t Vestrymen 
JAMES STEWART 

A. B. McDONALD 
THOMAS BROWNING ] 


Ever faithful to the Rector, the mind of the Vestry at once 
turned to him now that relief was felt from financial difficulties. 
Mr. Seaman moved that $250 be added to the Rector’s salary com- 
mencing the 1st day of May, 1839 and ending the 1st day of May 
1840. To this motion Mr. McDonald presented an amendment 
“that the Treasurer be, and is hereby authorized to present the 
Rector with the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars out of any 
monies in the Treasury on the Ist day of August next.” Mr. 
Floyd Smith offered the following substitute for Mr. Seaman’s 
resolution and Mr. McDonald’s amendment : 


Whereas, The debt of this Church is now reduced to the 
sum of nine thousand dollars; and whereas it appears by 
the various reports presented to the Vestry this evening 
that after paying all the current expenses of the Church 
there will be an annual surplus of about $700, and whereas 
it is desirable to extinguish the debt of the Church and to 
add to the Rector’s salary, Therefore 
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Resolved, That all the surplus funds arising from any 
sources whatever after paying the ordinary expenses of the 
Church be applied to constitute a sinking fund, for the 
gradual extinguishment of the debt, and that the interest 
at the rate of seven percent per annum of all such sums so 
founded be annually added to the Rector’s salary.” 


After a full discussion Mr. Smith’s resolution was lost, ““Where- 
upon Mr. McDonald withdrew his amendment at the request of 
the Rector who stated he should decline receiving the $250 even if 
the Resolution was adopted.” The result followed that Mr. 
Seaman’s motion was unanimously carried. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Whilst the sale of Saint Luke’s building on the corner of Hudson 
and Grove Streets was pending, Mr. McDonald, the friend of 
the Sunday School, became greatly concerned and appealed to the 
Free School Society for accommodations in Public School No. RB 
across the street. The trustees’ response that for $100.00 the use 
of the rooms in the basement would be allowed for three months 
only, was about to be acted upon as a temporary measure when 
Mr. Suckley, the purchaser of the corner building, offered to rent 
the old lecture room to the Sunday School for $300 a year. This 
agreeable arrangement settled the quandary and Mr. McDonald’s 
equanimity was again restored, only to last, however, till the fol- 
lowing May, 1840, when the Sunday School was obliged to vacate 
in preference to the Methodist Church, the members of which were 
interested in erecting a building for worship on the corner of 
Bedford and Morton Streets. There had been some discussion in 
the Vestry about the amount of rent, and in consequence less was 
offered at the time of renewal of the lease which may explain the 
reason that the Methodists secured the rooms, though no state- 
ment appears to confirm it. 

In September, 1839, Mr. McDonald, and the parish likewise, 
experienced a disappointment in the withdrawal from the Sunday 
School of three prominent ladies, who were also leaders in the 
missionary society. They were Mrs. Angelica L. Barraclough, 
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Deborah E. Ritter and Mary Ann Rowland. The Misses Ritter 
and Rowland received an attested copy of appreciative resolutions 
from the Vestry, but to Mrs. Barraclough was awarded a Bible 
and Book of Common Prayer in addition to a similar, though 
somewhat more verbose testimonial on account of longer service, 
“since the period of the foundation of the Parish of Saint Luke’s 
Church.” Two members of the board, Dr. Stewart and Thomas 
Browning, evinced particular interest in the ladies and offered 
the following preamble and resolution which were unanimously 
adopted : 

Wuereas the Vestry of Saint Luke’s Church have 
learned with sincere regret that Mifs Mary Ann Rowland, 
Secretary, and Mifs Deborah E. Ritter, Treasurer, of the 

Female Education and Mifsionary Afsociation of this 
Parish have relinquished their offices and withdrawn from 
the Society. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the piety, and devotion with which they 
have discharged their duties as members and officers of 
this Society entitle them to the esteem and gratitude of the 
representatives of Saint Luke’s Church. 

ReEsoLveD that we hereby tender our greatful (sic.) 
acknowledgement for their assiduity in the promotion of 
the objects of their afsociation, and that we will ever en- 
tertain a respectful remembrance of their devotion to the 
cause of religion and their efforts to extend it in the 
Diocese. 

REsoLveD that the Secretary present a copy of these 
resolutions to each of the Ladies above mentioned. 


The Committee appointed to present Mrs. Barraclough with a 
Bible and book of Common Prayer made the following report :— 

“That they procured an Oxford Bible in 8 vo., and caused the 
following inscription to be placed thereon “Presented by the Vestry 
of St. Luke’s Church, New York, to Mrs. Angelica L. Barra- 
clough, late Superintendent, and Directrefs of the Ladies Mifsion- 
ary Afsociation, A.D. 1839.” On the reverse, “How shall they 
hear without a preacher and how shall they preach except they be 
sent.” And that a Book of Common Prayer in 8 vo., was also 
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procured with the like inscription, and on the reverse, “and Jesus 
called a little child unto him and set him in the midst of them 
and said, whoso receiveth one such little child in my name receiveth 


x9 


me.’ A note, of which the following is a copy, was sent with the 
books— 


“Madame :—The committee charged with the duty of presenting you in 


behalf of the representatives of the congregation of St. Luke’s Church the ac- 


testimony to the cordiality with which the resolutions of thanks for your truly 
valuable services were adopted by the Vestry, and the deep feeling which was 
so generally manifested by the members thereof for the necessity which called 
for them. While your efficiency of action and purity of purpose are duly 
appreciated, those only who have been members of the Parish since the period 
of its foundation—a Parish afsociated in the minds of us all with the most 
endearing recollections—can fully know your long and ceaselefs exertions to 
promote its prosperity and happinefs. 


On reverting to the early period in the history of St. Luke’s, the time 
of the foundation of the Parish in an obscure suburb, when it might almost 
in truth be said that but two or three were gathered together, and in imagina- 
tion again contemplating in its onward course the beloved Church whose glory 
was its harmony and peace,—what a crowd of happy recollections arise! How 
delightful to dwell on the state of religious prosperity so long enjoyed—on this 
marked blefsing bestowed by the God of peace where spirit of Christian 
kindnefs was so unceasingly exercised and so beautifully exhibited in the ex- 
ample of those who were always foremost in all good works and labours of 
love. 


While memory lasts never can the remembrance of this period be 
effaced. May the influence of its love, its joy, its peace be still among us; 
and may the only strife be who shall ‘show forth the praises of Him who 
loved us.’ The committee beg leave to renew their expression of esteem. 


Signed— 1 THOMAS BROWNING 
JAMES STEWART Committee 


LO MrsA-iT> Barraclough.” 


The following is part of Mrs. Barraclough’s response to the 
vestry. 


“It has ever contributed to my happinefs to render the smallest service 
towards promoting the interests of our beloved Church, St. Luke’s, where it 
has been my privilege to attend since its foundation. 


In retiring from the duties of Second Directrefs of the Female Educa- 
tion and Mifsionary Afsociation and Superintendent of the Female Department 
of the Sunday School, I expreis the hope that these institutions will ever pros- 
per connected as they are with the welfare of the Church—In the presentation 
of the splendid Bible and Prayer Book I cannot but feel it is far more than my 
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personal merits will allow me to accept, yet it affords me much gratification 
to receive them as an evidence of the kindnefs of the Vestry. The letter from 
the Committee which accompanied them in reviewing the past has contributed 
to my pleasure, and their personal exprefsion of regret and respect cannot but 
increase my gratitude. 


To Dr. James Stewart and 


Thomas Browning, Committee, etc. 
New York, August 19, 1839. 


GREENWOOD CEMETERY 


The records at this time relate a bit of interesting history in 
connection with the origin of Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn. 
A committee of the Vestry of Trinity Church sent out a circular 
letter to all Protestant Episcopal Churches in the city requesting 
the appointment of a committee “to confer with committees of 
other Vestries upon the subject of a general cemetery for the 
use of various congregations of Episcopalians in our city.” Saint 
Luke’s committee comprised Messrs. Joseph Beadel, Anthony 
B. McDonald and C. N. S. Rowland and they duly reported to 
the vestry the terms upon which the trustees of the New Green- 
wood Cemetery proposed to convey an aggregate of one thousand 
lots to the several Churches. Upon the recommendation of the 
committee it was agreed to “take one hundred lots on said terms, 
provided there be a concurrence on the part of the Churches, so as 
to secure the success of the undertaking.” Such concurrences, 
however, failed, and in consequence the vestry voted in 1842, “‘it 
was inexpedient to subscribe for lots in Greenwood Cemetery.” 
Meanwhile the Corporation of Trinity passed a similar resolution 
of inexpediency and purchased from Richard F. Carman the site 
of the present Trinity Cemetery at Broadway and 155th Street. 


PRINT YE SCHOOL 


In February, 1840, the Rector announced a communication “from 
the Secretary of Trinity School, enclosing a plan of said school, 
and notifying the Vestry that they now have the right to nom- 
inate a Free Scholar in the Clafsical Department thereof.” Arthur 
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T. Keeler was nominated and accepted the following September, 
being the first of a long line of Saint Luke’s boys to derive the 
advantage of the scholarship in that old institution. It was the 
first parochial school on Manhattan Island, and being the favorite 
charity of Trinity, it was called Charity School, though founded 
in 1709 by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. For 
many years it was carried on successfully in the belfry of Trinity, 
the Vestry deciding, in 1848, to erect a special building for its 
occupancy on adjacent ground. Soon after erection, in some 
unaccountable way, the building was destroyed by fire, the flames 
of which threatened the spire of the Church and were extinguished 
with difficulty. 

The schoolhouse, however, was promptly rebuilt and collections 
for its support were annually taken in Trinity Church and Saint 
George’s Chapel. It was a popular charity and received many 
bequests, and finally a liberal endowment from Trinity Corporation 
placed the institution on a permanent basis in 1806, when it was 
incorporated and given the title of The New York Protestant 
Episcopal Public School. In 1845 its name was changed again to 
Trinity School, and since then it has grown and developed until it 
has become that large establishment and well-equipped institution 
now located in West Ninety-first Street. 


EASTER 1840 


Easter was approaching and the choir became active. Miss 
Lewis, the leader, felt herself entitled to an addition of fifty 
dollars to her salary, and Mr. Leonard, the organist, claimed he 
was promised three hundred per annum—two hundred and fifty 
to be paid by the vestry and fifty more to be raised by Mr. John 
W. Smyth. The Music Committee was also urged to have the 
organ cleaned and repaired, which was accordingly done at an 
expense of fifty dollars. To supplement these pecuniary impor- 
tunities, a circular letter was received from the wardens of Saint 
Matthew’s Episcopal Free Church in this City, soliciting aid from 
the vestry. On motion this application was referred to the Rector. 











FOURTH RECTOR > 


On Tuesday evening, March 24th, 1840, the treasurer, Mr. C. N. 
S. Rowland, presented a complete statement to the vestry of the 
finances of the Church, reporting a balance on hand of $225.44. 
This report was followed by his resignation, in which he stated 
“that in justice to his private affairs, he was obliged to relinquish 
his office’-—“Whereupon it was Resolved, That the Vestry now go 
into ballot for a Treasurer. Upon counting the ballots, Mr. 
McDonald was found to be elected.” He continued to hold this 
office until his death, January 28th, 1879. 


THE VESTRY RESIGNS 


Momentous changes were about to take place in Saint Luke’s dur- 
ing the next ten years, and to Mr. McDonald’s great faithfulness, 
clear judgment and stability of character, it is chiefly indebted 
for the preservation of its existence. The Easter election of 1840 
is an indication of the uncertainty of mind which prevailed at that 
time among a large number of the parishioners, though the records 
maintain, even to the end of Mr. Forbes’ rectorate, a remarkable 
silence of consideration and respect. 

The Oxford Movement, as it was called, sprang into existence 
about this time, and agitated the Church of England. Tracts were 
issued by some unknown author, disseminating principles con- 
trary to orthodoxy and the established doctrines of the Church. 
These series of tracts, of which there were ninety, were repub- 
lished in ‘New York in 1839, and stirred up much bitter contro- 
versy, demoralizing the ecclesiastical atmosphere and disturbing 
the laities’ peace of mind. Its advocates claimed for it “a practical 
revival of doctrines which although held by the great divines of 
the Church, at present had become obsolete with the majority of 
her members and were withdrawn from public view even by the 
more learned and orthodox.” 

The Rector of Saint Luke’s seemed to be influenced by these 
teachings and introduced “novelties” into the liturgy which upset 
the confidence of the simple members of his flock. Reverend 
Doctor Tuttle, his successor, thus apologizes for him: “He was the 
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first in the city to repair the altar of the Lord which was broken 
down, restoring the daily services and weekly communions. I am 
not surprised that the opposition he experienced to doctrines and 
usages and practices, which we all now recognize as right, should 
have in a measure stunned him. He was simply then in advance 
of his times. The services in Saint Luke’s then regarded as novel- 
ties, are now common everywhere.” 

Doctor Tuttle also explains the falling off in the congregation 
at this time as follows: “The day of parochial trials began to over- 
take the congregation. The tide of populace, which gathered and 
was held here for a while, began to break over the boundaries off 
Greenwich, and flowed toward the North and East, till for several 
years the parish seemed like a gate in the highway, through which 
the Church population passed out from below for new points and 
formed new parishes beyond.” 

The two wardens, Henry Ritter and Floyd Smith, had served 
with great fidelity on the vestry in various capacities since the 
genesis of Saint Luke’s, and their declinations as candidates for 
re-election in 1840 must have occasioned some stir and comment 
among the parishioners, especially as their resignations were fol- 
lowed by those of Messrs. George Coggill, Joseph W. Beadel, 
Thomas Browning, C. N. S. Rowland, John R. Satterlee and Dr. 
James Stewart. Only two members remained loyal to the Rector; 
they were Anthony Bleecker McDonald and Henry I. Seaman—the 
latter being elected senior warden, with Mr. William Nelson, son- 
in-law of Mr. McDonald, as junior. The other vacancies were filled 
by Messrs. John B. Wood, Richard N. Wenman, Nicholas G. Ogden, 
William A. Whitehead (father of the Bishop of Pittsburgh), 
William M. Benjamin, John Richardson, and Gabriel F. Mott. 
Mr. Nicholas G. Ogden was chosen Secretary and Mr. McDonald 
was re-elected to the office of Treasurer. 

One of the first acts of the new board was to increase the 
Rector’s salary, voting $1500 per annum “until further action by 
the Vestry.” The next step was a decision to erect eleven new 
vaults on the north side of the Churchyard, the cost averaging 
sixty-five dollars per vault, with instructions to the treasurer to 
advertise them for sale in the daily newspapers. At a subsequent 
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meeting the Vault Committee presented a diagram of the vaults, 
reporting five vaults, numbers 13, 38, 39, 58, and 509 still unsold, 
and “that No. 54, sold to Mr. Edward Shaw remained unpaid for.” 
A written request was thereupon obtained from Mr. Shaw to assign 
his interest in said vault to Mr. C. D. Haulinbeck, who agreed “to 
pay for it in one year with per centage from the roth of August 
last.” An application was also presented by the committee for 
the consent of the vestry to the transfer of Vault No. 11 from 
Thomas Constantine to John Constantine and sisters, and an 
announcement of the sale of two more vaults at two hundred 
dollars each, numbers 38 and 39, the former to Daniel C. Glover 
and the latter to Nicholas G. Ogden. Another matter of impor- 
tance soon claimed the attention of the new board requiring the 
appointment of a special committee. It was in reference to “an 
application received from Mr. Floyd Smith and others, formerly 
members of the vestry, to be relieved from the liability for the 
payment of loan obtained for the use of Saint Luke’s Church.” 

The committee reported as follows: “that a part of the appli- 
cants are liable with other parties for the payment of a bond 
executed by them to the Estate of Elizabeth Lawrence, deceased, 
and secured by a mortgage of the Church and grounds attached 
thereto, on which three thousand dollars of principal is due and 
payable by verbal agreement on first of May next. 

“To release the applicants from their responsibility it will be 
necefsary to cancel the bond and mortgage and to this the Ad- 
ministrator of Mrs. Lawrence will consent, on receiving from the 
present Vestry security equal to that which he now holds, viz.: 
the Corporate bond of the Church, with a first mortgage on same 
premises, & the personal bond of the Vestry as collateral security. 

“There is a second mortgage to the Estate of Mrs. Lawrence 
—it is believed, however, that the Vestry of Trinity Church will 
allow a new mortgage to said Estate to take precedence of their 
own— 

Respectfully Submitted 


A. B. McDONALD 
HENRY I. SEAMAN Committee 
N. G. OGDEN 

May 28th, 1840. 
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“This Report was accepted and on motion duly seconded it was 


Resolved, That the same Committee be authorized to carry out the 
views exprefsed therein & that the Senior Warden & Secretary be 
authorized to sign all necefsary papers & to affix the Seal of this 
Corporation thereto.” 

During the month of August it was voted to close the Church 
for a thorough renovation of the interior, and to the Committee 
of Supplies and Repairs were added the Rector and the Treasurer. 
On the 20th of September an unanimous vote of thanks was ex- 
tended this committee by the vestry “for the highly satisfactory 
manner in which they had executed their duties.” 

“The committee to whom was referred the painting, repairing & 
refitting of the Church respectfully report that the work consigned 
to them has been accomplished & they are happy to add in such 
manner as to reward the care and labour it was found necefsary to 
devote to it. 

“Upon a close examination of the Church edifice now an old 
building & without much repair for several years, there were per- 
ceived many things requiring attention that had at first escaped 
the notice of your Committee, but which it was efsential to the 
completenefs of the work to have attended to. This, with other 
circumstances, it will be seen has increased the amount originally 
contemplated as necefsary for the work; but when it is remem- 
bered that all that has been done was indispensable; that the 
additional work has but slightly increased the expenditure from the 
rigid economy that was employed, and that the sum required for 
the whole has been paid from funds in the Treasurer’s hand, the 
Committee are afsured that the Vestry will approve the course they 
have pursued. Before adding the details of their operations the 
Committee will in conclusion, but congratulate the Vestry upon the 
accomplishment of a work, which from the harmony and spirit 
with which it has been begun and carried on, is they feel a fav- 
orable omen of the harmony and spirit that seem now destined to 
prevail in our beloved Parish. 

“The details are as follows:— The flues in the front wall of the 
Church have been enlarged and constructed in a desirable manner ; 
the Church and Pew doors & sashes of the windows refitted, the 
door of the pulpit incased with an appropriate moulding and an 
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additional door made to the Chancel; the whole interior of the 
Church, including the Vestibule and Vestry-room, has _ been 
thoroughly cleaned and the ceilings whited, the wood work and 
walls have been painted, with two coats of paint, and the outside 
of the pews with three coats; the tops of the pews grained, and 
doors re-numbered ; the inside of the gallery pews painted, the lin- 
ings having been removed ; the Organ has been newly painted & pipes 
regilded; & the mahogany work throughout the Church re-pol- 
ished; the pulpit & desk have been furnished with velvet trimmed 
with gold; the cushions & chairs recovered & the Communion table 
furnished with a cloth of same material; a new curtain has been 
placed in front of the Organ, and the Curtains around the gallery, 
organ and stairs dyed; the seat-cushions and stools of the Church 
and desk have been re-stuffed & recovered; & the vestry-room 
newly papered. New carpeting has been supplied for the Chancel, 
the Desk, the ground floor of the Church and stairs of the Church 
& Vestry-Room & also new mats for the doors; the Lamps have 
been bronzed & four new Astral lamps procured for the pulpit 
& desk; such of the Books of the pulpit & desk as were unfit for 
use have been replaced with new, & the others newly bound. In 
addition to the above, considerable repairs to the roof were found 
necefsary; and it was, also, thought. proper to paint the fence in 
front of the Church. 


“The expenditures of the Committee are as follows :— 


Painting & Cleaning including extra labour $ 508.09 
Upholstery 335-47 
Carpeting, Mats, etc. 251.73 
Lamps 129.06 
Carpenters’ work 98.29 
Masons’ work 41.28 
Book Binders’ Bill 64.50 

$1428.42 


Deduct for old carpets sold 27.50 


1400.92 
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“The Committee have spared no effort to procure the best 
materials on the best terms ; and the whole work, under their con- 
stant, personal superintendence, has been faithfully & satisfac- 
torily executed, & all the Bills adjusted and paid. 


Respectfully submitted 


JOHN MURRAY FORBES 

HENRY I. SEAMAN 

W. NELSON Committee 
N. G. OGDEN 

A. B. McDONALD 


September 24th, 1840 


Immediately after the reading of this report Mr. Seaman pre- 
sented his resignation as a member of the Committee of Supplies 
& Repairs which was accepted and Mr. McDonald appointed to 
supply the vacancy. The Delegates to the approaching Diocesan 
Convention were elected by ballot, viz.: Messrs. Seaman, Nelson, 
McDonald and Wood; and the Treasurer was authorized and re- 
quested to pay to the Convention the usual percentage on the 
amount of the Rector’s salary. 


EASTER, 1841 


No further meeting of the vestry is recorded until March 1 5th, 
1841, when Mr. Henry I. Seaman stated “that in consequence of his 
leaving the city he must decline renomination as warden or vestryman 
for the ensuing year,” so at the Easter election, which took place the 
next month, Mr. C. D. Hall was chosen to fill the vacancy on the 
vestry. Mr. William Nelson was advanced to the office of senior 
warden and Mr. A. B. McDonald became junior warden—the latter 
was continued as treasurer and Mr. Ogden as Secretary. 

The Vault Committee having reported all vaults sold but No. 13, 
it was Resolved, “That the Vault Committee be and are hereby 
instructed to request those persons that have had bodies interred 
in said vault to have the same removed at an early date.” The 
committee also received orders to erect an additional row of 
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eleven vaults on the north side of the Churchyard not to exceed 
seventy dollars each for construction. The committee of supplies 
and repairs likewise was empowered “to have a sub-base added 
to the Organ if they shall deem it expedient, & provided the ex- 
pense shall not exceed Two hundred & fifty Dollars.” At a sub- 
sequent meeting it was stated that at the figures named by the 
vestry “An Octave and a half of pedal pipes with couplings, etc., 
had been added to the organ.” 

It was deemed necessary that the Rector should have a vacation, 
and “the Wardens of the Church were appointed a committee to 
afsist the Rector in supplying the public services of the Church 
during his absence in the month of August, and that they be 
authorized to draw upon the Treasurer for a sum not exceeding 
$10. for each Sunday thus supplied;” and in the next paragraph 
it was resolved “that the Church be closed for the two last Sun- 
days of August for the purpose of being cleaned, and the com- 
mittee of supplies and repairs was authorized to take the necefsary 
measures to have the same effected.” To conserve heat in the winter, 
the same committee was instructed “to have the north side of the 
Parsonage house weather boarded & painted as soon as they may 
deem the funds of the Church in a state to warrant the expense.” 


EASTER, 1842 


No changes occurred in the Vestry at the Easter election of 
1842 and the officers and committees remained the same. It was 
proposed and adopted that the sum of $100 per annum be placed at 
the disposal of the Rector “for the purpose of obtaining such 
assistance as he may deem advisable, particularly on Communion 
days, & the Sundays during the Summer during which he may have 
the usual leave of absence.” 

In July of. this year the vestry received the resignation of 
sexton, Caleb Dugan, who had diligently served the Church for 
seven years, and at the same time an application was presented by 
his brother, John, for the vacant situation, which was accordingly 
granted for a period of six months. “A testimonial of the satisfac- 
tory manner in which the late Sexton had performed the duties 
of the office was prepared & signed by the gentlemen present & 
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handed to the Treasurer to be delivered to Mr. Dugan on the final 
settlement of his accounts. The order of rules for the guidance 
of the Sexton, etc., pafsed March 27th, 1835, was submitted for 
revisal and corrections to the Rector & Messrs. McDonald & 
Nelson, as a committee, with a request that they report thereon 
at the next meeting of the Vestry.” 

In January 1843, the Rector and Vestry were surprised at the 
contents of a communication from Trinity Corporation notify- 
ing them of a reduction in the annual allowance to Saint Luke’s 
Church of six hundred dollars—“that from and after the first 
day of May next and until therein directed, the stipend will be 
Three Hundred Dollars payable half yearly.” In consequence a 
special committee was appointed comprising the Rector with Messrs. 
McDonald and Ogden “to draw up a letter of remonstrance to the 
Vestry of Trinity Church.” The committee presented the follow- 
ing draft which received the approval of the board, and on motion 
of Mr. William A. Whitehead, it was ordered engrossed and signed 
by every member of Saint Luke’s Vestry. 


“TO THE VESTRY OF TRINITY CHURGE? 


“The undersigned, Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of 
Saint Luke’s Church, New York, have lately received from the 
Vestry of Trinity Church, through the Comptroller, a communi- 
cation announcing that the annual stipend allowed Saint Luke’s 
Church would, from the first day of May next, and until other- 
wise ordered, be reduced from Six Hundred to Three Hundred 
Dollars, beg leave, respectfully to present to the Vestry of Trinity 
Church the subjoined facts, in the belief that they will induce a 
favorable reconsideration of the resolution by which they are 
affected. 

“Saint Luke’s Church was never in a more prosperous con- 
dition since it has been a Parish, than at the present time. To 
advert only to such matters as have reference to its finances, it may 
be stated that the pews throughout the Church are generally rented, 
and at a rent that has been advanced within late years beyond 
what it was before. 

“The present rents, it is believed, cannot be increased under any 
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circumstances, and especially in times like the present, without 
serious injury to the interests of the Church and indeed of the 
Church at large. 

“Yet the regular income of the Parish at the present time barely 
meets its necessary expenses—indeed from the heavy loss upon pew 
rents, and some other circumstances, there is just now an actual 
deficiency of between $100 and $200 in the Treasury which can only 
be made up by the strictest economy in the management of its 
affairs. ‘No unnecessary expenditures of any kind is sanctioned 
by the Vestry, it being their settled determination under no circum- 
stances to increase the permanent debt of the Church. That debt, 
though much reduced, amounts to $9000 and regularly to pay the 
interest upon it, more than absorbs the allowance of Trinity Church. 
Should that allowance in any degree be diminished, it is not seen 
from what source that deficiency is to be supplied. The ordinary 
resources of the Church cannot furnish it, for, as has already been 
stated, that barely meets its ordinary expenditures. If it be asked 
if those expenditures cannot be reduced, the following facts will 
show: 

“The chief expenses of the Parish are, besides the interest on the 
debt of $9,0000 at 7 percent., and taxes, and insurance, which can- 
not of course be diminished, the salaries of the Rector, the Sexton 
and Choir, with the necessary repairs of the Church. The Church, 
being old, requires every year a greater outlay to keep it in repair, 
as it is, it is often complained of as cold in winter, from the 
open seams that cannot be remedied, and in the narrowness and 
inconvenience of its pews. It must, also, shortly be new-roofed or 
taken down. The Sexton receiving only the usual compensation, 
the organist and one member of the Choir alone are paid for their 
services, while the Rector receives but $1,500 the smallest salary it 
is believed in the City, considering the number of the congregation, 
and the very heavy amount of Parish and other duty required for 
the statistics of which reference is made to the annual report of 
the Rector to the Conventions. 

“There appears then, no way of reducing the present economical 
expenses of the Church without consequences which the Vestry of 
Trinity Church would be among the first to deprecate. Nothing 
indeed sustains the Parish on its present condition but an active 
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Ministry combined with a determination on the part of the Vestry to 
accommodate all its expenses to the income. The Parish, it should 
be stated, already helps itself to the utmost that can be asked of 
it under present circumstances or until a larger and better building 
can be substituted for the present—a change which it is confidently 
hoped with the assistance of Trinity Church may, before many 
years, be effected. At present it consists of a floating congregation, 
nearly one-fourth part annually moving away and being supplied 
by newcomers. They are moreover, generally a people in very 
moderate circumstances, scarcely an individual of wealth being 
connected with the Parish. Greater uncertainty, too, than usual 
attends here the collection of pew rents, from the circumstances 
of the pews being not owned, but merely rented from year to year. 

“Even, however, as matters stand, collection for the benefit of 
the Parish is made twice on each Sunday, interrupted only by col- 
lections for the poor made at the communions and the collections 
required by the Canons—collections for other objects being gen- 
erally made privately from house to house. 

“It is in such a state of things that the Vestry of Saint Luke’s 
Church contenting themselves with the simple statement of the facts 
of the case and abstaining from the abundant comment that might 
be made upon them, invoke with perfect confidence the continued 
and undiminished aid of Trinity Church. If it be withdrawn or 
diminished, some resource must be looked to, that has not yet been 
contemplated. 

With great respect, etc. 


JOHN MURRAY F ORBES, 
Rector of Saint Luke’s Church. 


W. NELSON Church Wardens 


A. B. McDONALD 


N. G. OGDEN 
Grip nr toe 

W. A. WHITEHEAD 

R. N. WENMAN pee eee 
R. RICHARDSON sf) SY 

J. B. WOOD 

W. M. BENJAMIN 

G. F. MOTT 
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EASTER 1843 


At the Easter election in 1843, Messrs. William A. Whitehead 
and C. D. Hall declined renomination and were succeeded on the 
vestry by Messrs. Geo. P. Burrill and Stephen B. Hoffman. The 
same wardens continued in office and likewise the treasurer and 
the secretary. It was voted in April of this year to introduce the 
“Croton water into the Parsonage,” notwithstanding a discouraging 
report from the pew committee and the treasurer. The music 
committee reported the resignation of Miss Lewis as leader of the 
choir, and the engagement of Mrs. Weschenhoffer, at a salary of 
$200 per annum. But in the following year, 1844, the latter with- 
drew from the choir and Miss Lewis was persuaded to return by 
Mr. Leonard, the organist, who relinquished fifty dollars of his 
own salary in her behalf. However, in November 1845, the Vestry 
voted to restore the salary of Mr. Leonard “to the rate at which it 
stood previous to his surrender of the 12th March last.” A few 
months later Miss Lewis resigned again, and Miss Purviance be- 
came leader of the choir at $200, when the music committee enjoyed 
a respite, disturbed only by the necessity of cleaning and repairing 
the organ at a cost of $72. 


EASTER 1844 


At the Easter election of 1844, Mr. William Nelson resigned as 
warden and, also, from membership on the vestry. Mr. Robert 
S. Goff was elected to succeed him as vestryman, whilst Mr. 
McDonald was advanced to the office of senior warden and Mr. 
J. B. Wood became junior. The treasurer and secretary remained 
the same. 

The vestry, becoming impatient at the prolonged delay of Trinity 
Church to reply to the memorial urging the restoration of the 
annual stipend of $600, appointed a committee of the Rector and 
Wardens to call on the standing committee of that corporation. 
Trinity was not unwilling to favor the memorial, but she herself, 
was being troubled and trying to keep her own affairs quiet,— 
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therefore, in order to temporarily assuage Saint Luke’s importunity, 
she yielded another one hundred dollars, making the stipend $400 
in amount. 

When, however, in February 1846, all the facts became public, 
Saint Luke’s was among the first to protest against the outrageous 
attack on Trinity. The Rector submitted for the action of the Vestry 
the printed remonstrance in regard to the application now before 
the Legislature of the State in the matter of Trinity Church, also 
a written substitute for the same, the latter being in the follow- 
ing words, viz. : | 

“To the Honorable, the Legislature of the State of New York, 


' the Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint Luke’s 


Church, New York, beg leave to represent to your Honorable Body 
that they have perceived with pain and regret that in a time of pecu- 
liar excitement and distraction in the Church to which they belong, 
an application has been made to your Honorable Body to exercise 
your legislative power as far as it can be interposed, in inter- 
fering with the property now in possession of Trinity Church 
and the rights they have enjoyed for nearly a century and a half. 
They, therefore, beg leave respectfully to remonstrate against the 
movement at such a time and under such circumstances, depre- 
cating it, as for other reasons, so especially for the peace and quiet 
of the Church. 


And your remonstrants, as in duty bound, will ever pray, etc. 
New York, February, 13th, 1846.” 


“The time of peculiar excitement and distraction in the Church,” 
referred to the unhappy trial and suspension of Bishop Onderdonk, 
the Diocesan of New York, on very grave charges. The decade 
from 1839 was momentous for the Church at large, and particularly 
in New York, fraught as it was with subtle disturbances. The 
perversion of Newman and others in England to the Church of 
Rome with some of the Clergy and laity in our country, was 
directly attributed to the teachings of the Oxford Tracts. “Trac- 
tarianism” infused the General Theological Seminary and Bishop 
Onderdonk made some bitter opponents by ordaining two graduates 
who openly avowed Tractarian Opinions. 
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Opponents of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in collusion with 
claimants to descent from Anneke Jans, had seized on this serious 
opportunity of weakness to revive their attack. 

Various persistent attempts have been made from time to time 
to impeach the title of Trinity Church to property which it received 
by royal patent June 27th, 1704,—‘‘Granting certain privileges and 
powers to the Rector, and Inhabitants of the City of New York of 
the Communion of the Church of England as by law established.” 
There were three parcels—the first, was originally known as the 
West India Company farm to be tilled for the benefit of the Com- 
pany’s servants, lying between Fulton and Chambers Streets, and 
from Broadway to the Hudson River; the second was a tract of 
land north of this, about sixty-two acres, extending from Chambers 
to Christopher Streets, belonging to Anneke Jans; and the third 
was a piece of “Crown land” to the south of the lot on which the 
Church stood, from ‘Broadway on the east to low water mark on 
the west,” and called the Queen’s (Ann) Garden. After the 
Revolution, the first Constitution of the State of New York, that 
of 1777, which declared its independence of the British Crown 
obtained, “that nothing in this Constitution contained shall be con- 
strued to affect any grants of land within this State made by the 
said King or his predecessors or to annul any charters to bodies 
politic by him or them or any of them prior to October 14th, 1775. 

These possessions administered by Trinity Corporation have 
proven a perennial source of blessing to New York City and else- 
where, upholding and maintaining the interests of religion which 
disseminates and cherishes spiritual life in the soul of man. Trin- 
ity’s response to the memorial of Saint Luke’s was reported as 
follows, by the Rector, at a meeting held July 9th, 1847, “that the 
Vestry had voted Six hundred Dollars in Cash and had agreed 
to give Four Hundred Dollars per annum for two years in addition 
to the Stipend already allowed.” 


EASTER, 1845 


The only change in the certificate of the Easter election for the 
year 1845 shows the elimination of Mr. Geo. P. Burrill’s name, and 
the substitution of that of Mr. H. Meigs, Jr. 
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In the summer the Rector made a trip to Europe and arranged, 
before departure, with the Reverend Doctor Ogilby to officiate at 
the Sunday and Communion services, and with the Reverend a a fs 
Hawley to read the daily morning and evening prayers for a period 
of six months without any additional expense to the Vestry. Dur- 
ing his absence he requested important alterations be made to the 
“reading desk, pulpit and Chancel,” appointing a committee to 
ascertain the cost, and, likewise, to solicit contributions to defray 
the expense. 

On his return, at a meeting in November, 1845, the cost was 
reported to be $400, and the receipts collected from individual] 
subscribers fell short $70, which amount the treasurer was ordered 
to pay from the funds of the Church. No description of the 
alterations appears in the records, which is to be regretted, but it 
was about this time the high “double decker” pulpit was lowered 
and its position changed to the corner at the right of the Chancel, 
At this Vestry meeting Mr. J. B. Wood announced his resignation 
as Warden, member of the Vestry and delegate to the Diocesan 
Convention. 


EASTER, 1846 


Messrs. Wenman, Mott and Benjamin, also, resigning their mem- 
bership, the Easter certificate of election for 1846 shows the names 
of Messrs. James Wallace, S. Wiswall, Edward M. Young and Isaac 
Bluxome. Mr. Robert S. Goff was elected to supply the vacancy 
of junior warden, Mr. McDonald stil] holding the office of seniority. 
The Rector reported he had associated with himself the Reverend 
R. S. Rowland, the son of the former vestryman, as assistant in the 
parish with special reference to the poor of the neighborhood, and 
asked the approval of the Vestry, which was granted. 

On motion, the testimonial of the following applicants, Messrs. 
D. H. McCaudy, B. W. Morris and C. B. Wyant, for admission 
to the Holy Order of Deacons, was signed by the Vestry. 

The Rector reported a vacancy in Saint Luke’s scholarship to the 
classical department of Trinity School and the appointment of 
Charles Munson Grey to succeed Arthur T. Keeler. He, also, 
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informed the Vestry of the gift of a “Silver Alms Dish presented 
by Mr. Theodore D. Meigs to the Parish and added to the Com- 
munion Service.” The Music Committee reported on the 22nd of 
March, 1847, the resignation of the organist, Mr. Alex. S. Leonard, 
and at a subsequent meeting a testimonial was signed by the Vestry 
in his favor with that of John Canfield Stirling as applicants for 
admission to the Holy Order of Deacons. 


EASTER, 1847 


Mr. Muenschen was engaged to succeed Mr. Leonard, as organist, 
and Miss Fanny Wood became leader of the choir, in place of Miss 
Hughes, who resigned after a short engagement of several months. 
These musical appointments were urgent on account of the approach 
of Easter, for the next meeting of the vestry recites the certificate 
of election for the year 1847, and repeats the same names and 
officers of the board. 

At this meeting, April 20th, 1847, a ballot was taken for dele- 
gates to attend the next Diocesan Convention and Messrs. 
McDonald, Goff and Ogden were elected, to which was added later 
on the name of Mr. James Wallace. 

The committee of supplies and repairs, together with the Rector 
as chairman, was “appointed a committee with power to have the 
side galleries of the Church removed, and the glass in the windows 
painted, provided the same can be done without charge to the 
Vestry.” It was likewise ordered “that for the purpose of carrying 
the above alterations into effect the Church be closed from the 
last Sunday in April instant, until the second Sunday in May.” 
At a subsequent meeting the Rector reported “that the alterations 
in the Church had cost about $376.81, that $300 had been received 
as donations to defray the expense, leaving a deficiency of about 
$76.81, which had been paid out of the weekly offerings.” 


A PROFESSION OF LIFE VOWS 


It was at this time that Saint Luke’s was marked by an unusual 
religious incident—the first of its kind in the Anglican Church 
since the Reformation. 
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In the Autumn of 1847 the General Convention took place in 
New York City, and thither came Bishop Ives to take his seat in 
the House of Bishops. He was an intimate friend of the Rector 
of Saint Luke’s and visited him in the parsonage, of which he 
formerly had been an occupant. There were many congenial topics 
to discuss. The Valle Crucis Mission, which Bishop Ives founded 
in the mountain wilds of North Carolina, included agricultural 
and classical schools—some students preparing for the ministry, 
among them was William Glenney F rench, who became afterwards 
the head of the Mission. Wishing to take the life vows of a 
Religious, he was professed to Bishop Ives in Saint Luke’s Church 
as was, also, the Reverend Oliver Sherman Prescott. 

Later on the former became the first Superior of the Order of the 
Holy Cross. 

Neither man, however, followed Bishop Ives, when he abandoned 
the Anglican Communion of the Church in 1853. 


ANXIETY OF THE TREASURER 


At a meeting held Tuesday, November 30th, 1847, the treasurer 
was compelled to express to the Vestry the culmination of fears 
which had been threatening for some time, but which he had hoped 
might be removed or alleviated. He reported only $70.91 in the 
treasury, and furthermore, announced that on the first day of 
February next he would be “entirely without funds to meet the 
salaries and contingent expenses, all amounting to about $700, and 
that in addition to this, a note of individual members of the Vestry 
falls due the coming month, for which no provision has been made 
and the renewal of which is doubtful.” In consequence it was 
“Resolved that the Wardens be and are hereby appointed’ a Com- 
mittee to lay before the Vestry of Trinity Church the above facts 
and the absolute necessity of immediate relief to save the Parish 
from Bankruptcy and the individual members of the Vestry from 
personal loss.” 

No meeting of the Vestry is recorded again, until F ebruary Ist, 
1848, when for the first time is affixed the title of Doctor of Divinity 
to the Rector’s name. He requested that the reading of the min- 

















FOURTH RECTOR 93 


utes of the previous meeting and all other business be dispensed 
with, calling upon the special committee on application to Trinity 
Church to render its report, which was read as follows: 


“The undersigned beg leave to Report— 


“That they communicated to the Vestry of Trinity Church the 
Preamble and Resolution adopted by this Vestry in November 
last, stating forth the pressing pecuniary embarrassment of this 
Parish, and asking an appropriation sufficient to relieve it from its 
present need, and afford an adequate provision for the future. 
They, also, presented a statement of its finances, exhibiting its 
various sources of income, and items of Expenditure, and showing 
a large annual deficit; and accompanied with a request that they 
might be allowed to appear before the Standing Committee of 
Trinity Church, and make such further explanations as might be 
necessary to a clear understanding of the pecuniary affairs of 
Saint Luke’s and its peculiar claims for aid. 

“Accordingly, in the month of December, the undersigned ap- 
peared before the standing Committee of Trinity Church and repre- 
sented: That the pecuniary difficulties of Saint Luke’s arose chiefly 
from its position on the Exclusive Leasehold Estate of Trinity 
Church, that this Estate was occupied by a floating population, 
having no permanent pecuniary interest in the prosperity of Saint 
Luke’s, while the large revenue derived from the Ground Rents 
was drawn into the Treasury of Trinity Church, yielding no bene- 
ficial return, but on the contrary impoverishing the neighborhood, 
that the income of Saint Luke’s, had been further seriously im- 
paired by the establishment of numerous Episcopal Churches in its 
vicinity ; in several of which the sittings are free; and also by the 
loss of the large revenue formerly derived from the sale of the 
vaults since the opening of cemeteries near the city... They further 
urged the consideration that Saint Luke’s had greatly. enhanced 
the value of the surrounding property of Trinity Church, and that 
while it was the only Church which had benefited such property, 
the aid heretofore received from Trinity Church was far less than 
that granted to many other city churches. That Saint Luke’s was 
oppressed by a heavy permanent debt created in the original erection 
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and subsequent enlargement of the Church edifice; that its expen- 
ditures were made with the strictest regard to economy; and that 
the aid solicited was necessary to prevent the closing of the Church 
and dispersion of the congregation. 

“The action of the Vestry of Trinity Church will appear from the 
following Extract from the minutes of their proceedings at a 
meeting held in January last: 

““The Standing Committee reported on the application of Saint 
Luke’s Church, N. Bye recommending that the sum of Thirteen 
hundred Dollars be granted to that Church, payable on or about the 
15th of May next, for the purpose of paying off the note of 
$600 now owing by it, and the payments that it was to make on 
the first of February next. But that it js the opinion of the Com- 
mittee that further aid, beyond the sum now recommended to be 
given to it, and the annual allowances already voted to that Corp- 
oration, cannot hereafter be granted. Which Report and opinion 
being considered, the same were adopted by the Vestry, and the 
sum of $1300 was ordered to be granted to that Church, as recom- 
mended by the Committee.’ 

“In conclusion the undersigned, while duly acknowledging the 
grant to pay the existing floating debt of St. Luke’s, cannot but ex- 
press the painful sense of disappointment and regret they feel in 
thus announcing the rejection of the peculiar claims of this ancient 
Parish for the aid required to preserve it from speedy embarrass- 
ment and ultimate dissolution. 

Respectfully submitted 
(signed) A. B. McDonald 
Robt. S. Goff 


New York, February tst, 1848” 


After the reading of the foregoing Report, the following Preamble 
and Resolutions were offered, and having been duly seconded were 
unanimously adopted. 

“WHEREAS by a late Resolution of the Vestry of Trinity 
Church this Vestry has been given to understand that 
after the first of F ebruary instant, no further aid can be 
looked for by the Parish of St. Luke’s beyond the annual 
stipend already granted; and 
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WHEREAS, The Parish of St. Luke’s is now embarrassed 
by great pecuniary difficulties, (threatening its very ex- 
‘istence as a parish), which difficulties—though arising 
in part from other causes over which the Vestry of St. 
Luke’s has no control—are owing mainly to the position 
of Saint Luke’s Church on the exclusive Leasehold Estate 
of Trinity Church, to the tenants of which it is contin- 
ually ministering the Services of Religion, as well as greatly 
continuing in other respects the value of its property; 
whilst the large revenue of that wealthy Corporation 
derived from its ground rents in this vicinity are drawn 
exclusively into its Treasury yielding no beneficial return 
but on the contrary impoverishing the neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS, Full and frequent representations of this state 
of things have been made to the Vestry of Trinity Church 
without procuring such relief as might certainly have been 
expected ; and 

Wuereas, The pecuniary expenditures of St. Luke’s 
Church have always been made with the strictest regard 
to economy admitting now of little or no reduction ; and not 
exceeding in the aggregate the allowance made to me of the 
Assistant Minister of Trinity Church, and 

WueErEAs, In addition to the ordinary Services of the 
Church, this Parish during the past two years and a half 
has maintained a Daily Service and a Weekly Communion 
not exclusively for its own congregation, but for the 
benefit of all who might attend and moreover, has had con- 
stantly the entire time of one of its ministers directed to 
the attention of the Poor and Sick so numerous in its 

neighborhood ; and 

WHEREAS, Besides this, the congregation of St. Luke’s 
Church has always contributed largely in proportion to 
its members, to the Institutions and other Charities of the 
Church; and 

WueErEAs, Now for want of kindly aid the very existence 
of this humble Parish, is endangered; and it is deemed the 
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duty of its Vestry to resort to every proper expedient for 
its preservation ; therefore 

ReEsoLveD, That until such time as the peculiar condi- 
tion of this Parish, be duly considered by the corporation 
of Trinity Church or the measure now proposed fail of 
success, the Rector be requested to suspend all collections 
whatever for Charitable or Religious purposes other than 
those required for the Parish itself. And to urge upon 
the need of their more liberal offerings to prevent the 
closing of the church or the discontinuance of any of the 
services now so beneficially maintained.’’ 


A LETTER FROM THE SEXTON 


The next meeting of the Vestry took place April roth, 1848, when 
a letter was read from John Dugan, the Sexton of the Church, and 
the following extract ordered on the minutes. 


“Gentlemen will you bear in mind that when I first came here my 
situation was quite different from what it is now in regard to the duty 
[ have to perform having now almost if not quite twice as much to 
do. But this is a trifling consideration, one I would willingly pass by 
if only I had the means to get along with. What I wish most par- 
ticularly to invite your attention to is the fact that for the last two 
or three years there has been a decrease in Funerals to our Church 
Yard. And on this account I have been deprived of what I greatly 
relied upon. You will perceive that I should be more likely to be 
employed as Undertaker if a Funeral was coming to our Church 
Yard than I would be if it was going elsewhere. Several persons 
that own vaults here, have moved the remains of their friends from 
their vaults here to the Greenwood Cemetery. No Funeral that 
comes to our Church Yard but it benefits me three Dollars or more. 
So you will see that a few funerals less makes a great difference to 
me. You may not be aware that after paying my man his wages and ~ 
board I have only thirty-seven Dollars left out of my salary at the 
end of the year It is so.” 


(signed), JOHN DUGAN. 
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“After discussion and the expression of regret on the part 
of the vestry that at the present state of finances it was out of 
their power to grant the desired aid, the subject was laid on 
the table.” Later on, however, it was voted to add $75 to his 
salary. 

At the same meeting the thanks of the Vestry was directed 
to be tendered to Mr. Samuel Hollingsworth for the handsome 
present of appropriate Communion Cloths for the Altar and 
the secretary was requested to communicate a copy of the 
resolution to Mr. Hollingsworth. 


EASTER, 1848 


The music committee reported the resignation of Miss Fanny 
Wood as leader of the choir, and the engagement of Miss 
Buckley, at the rate of $150 per annum. The certificate of 
election for Easter, 1848, shows the name of Edward H. Jacob 
substituted for John Richardson, but at a following meeting 
a letter was read from Mr. Jacob, in which he declined “the 
station of vestryman;” the matter being laid on the table. The 
Treasurer reported “a balance of $70.32, and announced that 
the sum of $1,300, promised by the vestry of Trinity Church 
in February last, had recently been paid.” “It was on motion 
unanimously Resolved, that the thanks of this vestry be pre- 
sented to the Corporation of Trinity Church for their late dona- 
tion, and that the secretary be direced to transmit a Copy of 
the Resolution adopted by this vestry on the 8th day of February 
last, indicating the grave need which this Parish has of the 
continued and more enlarged liberality of the Corporation of 
Trinity Church.” The following Testimonials were signed by 
the vestry, viz: W. H. Harrison for Priest’s Orders, Robert 
C. Rogers, Andrew Machie, Thomas Stafford Drowne and 
Francis LeBarron for Deacon’s Orders. At the next meeting, 
January 16th, 1849, the testimonial of Thomas owas ot, the 
Diocese of North Carolina, was signed by the vestry for ad- 
mission to the Diaconate. After the reading of the report of 
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the Treasurer showing a balance of $3.80, it was “Resolved, 
that the members of the vestry be appointed a committee to 
solicit subscriptions from the members of the Congregation to 
meet the deficiency of $450 which will be required to pay the 
salaries falling due on February first, and that they will be 
requested to report on Wednesday evening next.” The report 
stated “a collection in cash of $238.50 which was handed to the 
Treasurer, and a further amount of $150 pledged by the com- 
mittee, leaving a deficiency of $61.50, which was voted to be 
obtained by a special offering at the Sunday Morning Service, 
the 11th of February.” (“The Finance Committee in accordance 
with the request made at the last meeting of the vestry 
presented the following Memorial to Trinity Church, which on 
motion, was adopted, signed by the vestry and ordered to be 
transmitted, by the same committee, to the vestry of Trinity 
Church— 
“To the Corporation of Trinity Church :— 


In the month of January, 1847, the vestry of St. Luke’s 
Church addressed a Memorial to Trinity Church setting forth 
their pecuniary embarrassment asking such aid as their neces- 
sities required. Then they stated that in consequence of the 
erection of 7 or 8 churches in the vicinity of St. Luke’s, in 
several of which the sittings were free, and also from the loss 
of revenue formerly derived from the sale of Vaults, but chiefly 
from their position on the leasehold estate of Trinity Church which 
was occupied by a floating population, having no permanent 
pecuniary interest in sustaining a Church, their revenue had 
been so far reduced as to leave a deficiency of about $1 500 per 
ann. in the amount required to meet their necessary expenditures, 
though regulated by the strictest economy. In answer to the 
memorial the vestry of Trinity granted $600 to pay a floating 
debt previously incurred, and, also in addition to the stipend 
allowed St. Luke’s in common with other churches in the City, 
of $400 per ann. for two years from Ist May 1847. In January 
1848 a further grant of $1300 was made to liquidate the in- 
debtedness which had accrued, and the vestry of St. Luke’s was 
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given to understand that no further aid was to be looked for 
from Trinity Church beyond the annual stipend already granted. 

That no means within their power might be left untried to 
avert, if possible, the closing of the Church and the dispersion 
of the Congregation, the vestry requested their Rector in Feb- 
ruary last to suspend all collections whatever for charitable or 
religious purposes other than those required for the Parish 
itself and to urge upon the Congregation the need of their 
liberal offerings—this request, with two exceptions in behalf 
of objects of pressing emergency, has been strictly complied 
with, the funds thus raised applied to the support of the Parish; 
yet at the end of a year they paid a deficit of nearly $500 in 
the amount needed to pay the salaries due on the first of Feb- 
ruary, which they are now endeavoring to make good by 
soliciting private subscriptions from members of the Parish. 
The Pews being unsold they have no Pewholders to look to 
for aid, and the necessity of frequent and urgent appeals for 
support naturally tends to lessen the Congregation. The 
vestry of Saint Luke’s deem it their duty, under these circum- 
stances, again to ask the attention of Trinity Church to the 
difficulties by which its existence is now threatened. The 
pecuniary interests of Trinity are identical in a certain extent 
with those of Saint Luke’s. The establishment of the latter adds 
greatly to the value of the surrounding property of Trinity, 
the continuance of Saint Luke’s has contributed to maintain 
their value, and the breaking up of the Parish, it is believed, 
would depreciate that value in an amount greater than the 
sum required, in addition to its own resources to sustain it. The 
Vestry of Saint Luke’s have availed themselves of every resource 
within their control without success, and they deem it due to 
the responsibility that rests upon them to make known to your 
Body their conviction that its longer existence depends upon the 
Corporation of Trinity Church; that upon it, and it alone, it de- 
pends whether the ministrations in Saint Luke’s shall cease, its 
doors be closed, its Sunday School broken up and its congrega- 
tion dispersed. From the first of May next when the additional 
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stipend of $400 will cease, the annual deficit in their funds 
will be $1,500 or $1,600—to meet which they earnestly solicit 
Trinity Church to grant them $1,000 per annum in addition to 
the regular stipend of $500, as the least amount of aid required 
to sustain the Parish, which sum being secured, the balance, they 
are confident can be raised among the Congregation. Should it 
be desired they will give their Corporation Bond for the re- 
payment of the amount of such grants whenever a sale of their 
Church ground shall be made; or should the measure of relief 
be denied, they beg that the mortgage on the Church and 
grounds now held by Trinity Church on grants formerly made, 
may be removed, to enable them to obtain the amount they need 
by a further loan on their property. 

In conclusion they would again gratefully acknowledge the 
aid extended to Saint Luke’s, and also request the favor of a 
decision on their present application at the earliest period pos- 
sible in order that they may avoid entering into engagements 
for the ensuing year which an unfavorable reply might render 
it impracticable for them to fulfil. 


New York, July 31, 1849. 


A. B. McDonald 
R. S. Goff Wardens 


I. Bluxome 


& 
H. Meigs, Te V estrymen 
N. G. Ogden 


“The Rector presented and read a Report of all the monies 
received and expended by him during the past year from the 
Offerings of the Church and all other Sources. On motion 
the Report was accepted and an abstract from the same ordered 
on the minutes” 

Rec’d from Sunday Offerings, May 1847 to May 1848 $891.86 

Expended within same period $696.89 





$194.97 
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Of this there is reserved for Assistant— 


Leaving available— 


Monthly Communion Fund 


On hand May 1, 1847 
Rec’d from 1st May 1847 to 1st May 1848 


Total rec’d 
Expended to 1st May 1848 


On hand 
Of the above there is to be reserved for 
Silver Communion $12.50 
Sums specially contributed to be used at 
discretion of Rector $70.00 


Leaving available 


Weekly Communion Fund 


On hand May Ist 1847 
Rec’d from 1st May 1847 to May 1848 


Expended from 1st May 1847 to May 1848 


Of this sum there is specially appropriated 


Leaving available 


IOI 


$164.92 





$ 30.05 


$ 26.39 
$664.17 


$690.56 
$570.88 


$119.68 








$ 82.50 





$ 37.18 


$248.94 
$451.29 


$700.23 
$604.88 








$ 95-35 
$ 30.00 





$ 65.35 


The last comprises Special Donations towards alterations of 
the Church, Missionary Collections in Sunday School and all 
the contributions not included in foregoing Statement. 


Available Funds 
Sunday Offerings $ 30.05 
Monthly Communion 37.18 
Weekly Communion 62.35 
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The Reverend Doctor Forbes then presented to the Vestry 
his resignation of the Rectorship of Saint Luke’s Church as 
follows: 


New York, February 19, 1848 
To the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Luke’s Church, New York 


GENTLEMEN: 


After mature deliberation I have come finally to the conclusion that it is 
expedient for me to resign the Rectorship of St. Luke’s Church. 

Since presenting my resignation to you a month ago, altho it was sub- 
sequently withdrawn at your earnest solicitation the subject has been continually 
before my mind and with the sincere desire to concur, if possible, in what 
seemed so generally your wish that I should remain among you, I have been 
made sensible that in doing this I should be acting in opposition to my own 
sense of duty and what seems to be the will of God respecting me. 

I beg leave therefore respectfully to present again my resignation of 
the Rectorship of St. Luke’s Church and to say that you will confer a real 
favor upon me by accepting it without further hesitation or delay. I propose 
if it meet your approbation that it take effect on the first day of May next. 

In thus severing a tie which has bound me so closely and for so many 
years to this Parish, you will I am sure, believe me when I say that I purpose 
one of the most trying acts of my life. But God will overrule it to the Spiritual 
and Eternal good of us all is most sincerely my prayer. 


I remain, Gentlemen 
Very faithfully and affectionately 
Your friend 
(signed) JOHN MURRAY FORBES. 


“Dr. Forbes having left the Vestry meeting, the Chair was 
taken by Mr. McDonald, the Senior Warden. 

On motion the resignation of Doctor Forbes was laid on 
the table, and the Wardens were appointed a committee to 
confer with the Rector on the subject of his resignation.” 

At a following meeting, held 14th of March, the committee 
reported Doctor Forbes had consented to await the decision of 
Trinity Church before pressing his resignation. 

The Finance Committee reported that the Vestry of Trinity 
Church had replied to their application of relief, that they 
would continue the additional stipend of $400 for another year. 
On motion of Mr. Meigs, the resignation of Doctor Forbes laid 
on the table, was taken up, and on motion of the same gentle- 
man duly recorded, the following preamble and resolutions, after 
being considered were unanimously adopted : 
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WHEREAS at a meeting of this Vestry on the 19 February last 
the Reverend John Murray Forbes, D.D., presented his resignation 
of the office of Rector of Saint Luke’s Parish, urging its acceptance 
without delay, and 


Wue_reas this Vestry have given the subject their most earnest 
and deliberate consideration prompted alike by their own deeply 
awakened feelings and by the great importance of the subject of 
the Spiritual interest of the people of Saint Luke’s Church. 
Therefore it is unanimously | 


RESOLVED, That we have received the resignation of the Rev. 
Dr. Forbes with feelings of the most sincere and heartfelt regret, 
occasioned not only by our own private sense of the loss each of 
us would sustain by such a separation, but by the conviction that 
such a step would prove most disastrous to the welfare of the 
Parish. 


RESOLVED, That it is the unanimous opinion of the Vestry 
that the departure of the Reverend Doctor Forbes from the 
Parish would cause that of a large number of the best supporters of 
St. Luke’s Church, and that in all probability the final closing of 
the Church would be the consequence. 


RESOLVED, That this Vestry most unanimously and entirely 
approve of the whole course of the Rev. Dr. Forbes as Rector of 
St. Luke’s Parish. His efforts for the spiritual benefit of his people, 
his zeal and fidelity, displayed in every form without fear, and at 
much personal sacrifice, have excited our most sincere admiration 
and regard. 


RESOLVED, That the Vestry most ardently desires that the 
Rev. Dr. Forbes should continue his ministrations in this Parish, 
and they will spare no exertion in securing the necessary means of 
support if he will withdraw his resignation. 


RESOLVED, That the Wardens be appointed a Committee to 
communicate to Dr. Forbes a copy of these resolutions. 


On motion it was Resolved that when this Vestry adjourns, it 
adjourn to Monday evening, the 26th inst. at the same hour and place. 
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At an adjourned meeting of the Vestry, Monday, March 26, 
1849, the Finance Committee reported that in conformity with 
an understanding among the members of the Vestry, a sub- 
scription list had been circulated among the members of the 
Congregation to aid in the support of the Parish for the ensuing 
year, provided the Reverend Doctor Forbes would continue his 
ministration as Rector and that said subscription now amounted 
to the sum of One Thousand Dollars payable in semi-annual 
payments viz. on Ist of August and Ist of February next. 

The Reverend Doctor Forbes expressed to the Vestry his 
deep sense of the kindness he had received at their hands and 
that of the Congregation so much beyond anything that he could 
reasonably have asked or expected—that he could not under 
the circumstances do otherwise than withdraw his resignation 
and that he should endeavor to testify his appreciation of the 
kindness he had received by fidelity and earnestness in the 
discharge of his duties. 


EASTER, 1849 


At the Easter election of 1849, Mr. G. W. Leake supplied 
the vacancy on the board caused by the declination of Edward 
H. Jacob to serve as a member of the Vestry in the year, 1848. 
Otherwise the Vestry remained the same. 

On motion leave of absence was granted to Doctor Forbes 
during the summer months “for such length of time as he may 
require.” The testimonial of the Reverend Samuel Freeland 
Berry for admission to the Priesthood was signed by the Vestry, 
and the application of Mr. William H. Mott, through the Vault 
Committee, for permission to sell one-half of vault no. 57 to his 
brother-in-law, Mr. B. H. Beecham, was granted. The Music 
Committee reported the leader of the Choir, Miss Buckley, re- 
quested an increase of salary, “so it was fixed at $175 per 
annum.” The Treasurer was authorized to pay the regular per- 
centage of the Rector’s salary to the Diocesan Convention, and 
Messrs. McDonald, Goff, Ogden and Wallace were elected 
delegates to attend it next October. The meetings of the 
Vestry were discontinued in the summer, during the absence of 
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the Rector, but resumed, Thursday, October 4th, 1849, when 
he again presented his resignation. 

Doctor Forbes and Bishop Ives of North Carolina, a fee 
Rector of Saint Luke’s, were always close friends and constant 
correspondents ever since the latter left New York. It was the 
opinion of many in the parish that Doctor Forbes being the 
younger man was strongly influenced in thought by his superior 
in age and Churchly office. Reverend Doctor Tuttle thus writes 
of him, “Nor am I surprised that claimed authorities and sup- 
posed facts in favor of Rome, especially as presented by Mr. 
Newman should have weighed upon him under the circum- 
stances. At that time, the false decretals of Rome had not been 
so fully exposed by scholars. At that time Mr. Newman stood 
so high that few questioned and none took the pains to verify, 
the references in his book on Development. At that time the 
Church was as it were awakened out of sleep, and many were 
scarcely self-collected. At that time it was never believed that 
the Roman Church would still add to its novelties till it pro- 
claimed the immaculate conception of the Virgin and the in- 
fallibility of the Pope. Some of our highest minds under a 
morbid fear that the Anglican Church would not prove true to 
the test of Catholicity, early left her, and many of the holiest 
and most conscientious under fuller experience and fuller light 
have had the moral courage to confess their error and return 
to the Church they left.” 

So did Doctor Forbes. He recanted, but “on his return to the 
Church he left,” he found a great barrier of prejudice raised up 
against him. Clergy and laity had lost confidence and refused 
to accept him, but there was one exception. His successor at 
Saint Luke’s, the Reverend Doctor Tuttle, invited him to act 
as assistant, and in all humility he came back to the same 
Church where he once presided as Rector. Later on through 
the same influence, he won the confidence of the Trustees of 
the Theological Seminary who invited him to become the Dean. 

In his letter of resignation to the Vestry, dated October 4th, 
1849, there is no reference to future intentions nor an altered 
state of mind. It is as follows: 
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Since offering to you my resignation as Rector of St. Luke’s Church 
in February last; the subject has been constantly before my mind, but all 
events since then ‘have combined to induce me to present it again. 

When I assure you that in taking this step, I am actuated solely by a 
conscientious sense of duty, and that it will be a personal favour to me, if you 
will accept my resignation without further delay. I have said enough, I am 
sure, to receive for it your ready acquiescence. 

f the very great and long continued kindness and confidence I have 
experienced at the hand of the Vestry and the people of St. Luke’s Church, I 
shall ever be mindful, nor can I in any way repay them, but by continued 
prayer that God in his goodness will bestow upon both his best spiritual gifts, 
I remain gentlemen, Very sincerely and affectionately 


Your friend 
(signed) JOHN MURRAY FORBES. 


The Vestry’s reply is dated October oth, 1849. 


REV. AND DEAR Sir: 


At a meeting of the Vestry of St. Luke’s Church held last evening 
certain Resolutions were unanimously passed, a copy of which we now place in 
your hands. 

When on the 4th, inst. you presented to a full Vestry of St. Luke’s 
Church your resignation of the Rectorship and found no response—nor one to 
move its acceptance— and that no action could be had thereon until you were 
yourself compelled to put it to a vote—we think you will find in this noiseless 
fact, all the regret we could express in any other way in regard to the sever- 
ance between us as Pastor and people which had so long and happily existed. 
You will see in these Resolutions that we value too highly the zeal, the devo- 
tion and the interest which for the past 15 years you have put in active exercise 
in our Parish, and we regard too much the labour and energy you have dis- 
played in the cause of Christ and His Church to be content with the simple 
registration on our minutes of your resignation and of its acceptance. We 
have done what we could to induce you to remain with us. When we supposed 
our financial affairs discouraged you, we sought to improve our condition 
from a source where we supposed we had a legitimate claim, and when the 
response from that quarter fell short of our wants and expectations, the de- 
ficiency was promptly supplied by private subscription. To the dictates of a 
guiding Providence all must ‘submit, and we deem it our duty to yield with 
such cheerfulness, as we may, to the new circumstances in which we find our- 
selves placed. 

As to your private motives and your future movements you give us no 
information, nor is it our province to inquire; but whatever you do, or where- 
ever you may go, we would offer our sincere prayers for your prosperity and 
happiness. 


With great respect and regard, we remain 
DEAR SIR, YOUR FRIENDS. 
Signed by all members of the vestry. 
The following comprise the preamble and resolutions which 
accompanied the letter of the Vestry: 


“WHEREAS at a meeting of the Vestry on Thursday evening, 
the 4th of October instant, the Rey. John Murray Forbes, D.D., 
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Rector of this Parish, again presented his resignation of the 
Office of Rector to take effect on the first of November next; and 


Wuereas, The Rev. Dr. Forbes for reasons which he then 
stated to this Vestry urged an immediate and unconditional 
acceptance of said resignation; and 

WueEreas, The Vestry with great reluctance and on account 
of such urgent solicitation accepted said resignation, therefore 


REsotveD, That the resignation of the Rev. Dr. Forbes has been 
received by the Vestry with unfeigned regret, and they sincerely 
lament their inability to alter a determination which has not been 
produced by any act of theirs, nor by any cause which they 
could control; and they now unamimously reiterate the assur- 
ance of their undiminished confidence and attachment, ex- 
pressed in Resolutions passed at a meeting, held on the 14th 
of March last, when the same subject was under considera- 
tion. 


RESOLVED, That this Vestry entertains a grateful remembrance 
of the benefits and satisfaction derived from the services and 
ministrations of their faithful Rector and in consenting to a 
separation they are forcibly reminded of the self-denying and 
zealous manner in which he has displayed his duties as their 
spiritual guide. 


RESOLVED, That the Vestry truly believes the services of the 
Rev. Dr. Forbes to have been of inestimable value to the people 
of St. Luke’s Parish, and that in losing him they lose a fear- 
less uncompromising and earnest advocate of the truth ‘As it is 
in Jesus.’ 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these Resolutions be communicated 
to the Rev. Dr. Forbes.” 


In accordance with the request of Dr. Forbes, Messrs. Meigs 
and Young were appointed a committee to examine his accounts 
of charitable funds received and disbursed by him as Rector, 
and likewise, at his request the following articles connected 
with the Communion Service and delivered by him to the 
Vestry, were listed on the Minutes. 
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One silver gilt set composed of six pieces viz.: 
One Flagon 

Two Chalices 

One Paten 

One Spoon 

One alms dish (this last gilt or composition) 


also 


One silver Paten 

One plated Paten 

Two plated Chalices 

One plated Flagon 

One plated Flagon Brittania Ware 

Two plated Alms plates 

One silver Alms dish 

One silver Baptismal bowl 

One set Linen damask Altar cloth (four pieces) 
Four velvet Alms bags 





The above articles were then placed in charge of the Wardens. 


At a meeting of the Vestry held October 22nd, 1849, the 
Wardens were authorized and requested to supply the services 
of the Church during the vacancy of the Rectorship. Messrs. 
Meigs and Young who were appointed at the preceding meet- 
ing a committee, at the request of Doctor Forbes, to examine 
his accounts, made the following report: “That they have per- 
formed the duty assigned to them, extending their examination 
over a period of eleven years, embracing all the different sources 
of revenue and all the disbursements and expenditures under the 
control of the Rector from Oct. 1838 to Oct. 17th, 1849. They 
find these accounts in every particular correct and satisfactory, 
and your committee also beg leave to add their testimony to 
the conscientious care shown by the Rev. Dr. Forbes in the 
clear and minute statements kept by him of all the receipts, 
expenditures and disbursements passing through his hands 
during the period above mentioned. 



































ANTHONY BLEECKER McDONALD 
Warden and Treasurer 





1837-1879 
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On the 17th inst. the amount in the hands of the 
AS OIE RP DS a bd TN (TER SE a) Lt SE a $85.60 
against which there were liabilities, satisfactory 
proof of which were shown to your committee 
SECURIT OT CO) Pee A ces a ere ee ee MI tet Q1.25 
Beavinoraibalancednue the hector. .e5 ya 5.05 


All of which is respectfully submitted 


E. M. YOUNG 
H. MEIGS, Jr. ; Com. 
To the Vestry of 

St. Luke’s Church 


DEATH OF THE JUNIOR WARDEN 


The senior warden, Mr. Anthony B. McDonald, called a 
meeting, December 5th, 1849, and communicated to the Vestry 
“the afflicting dispensation of Divine Providence in taking from 
us the junior warden of this Parish, Mr. R. S. Goff.” 


Whereupon the following Resolution was adopted: 


RESOLVED, That the members of this Vestry have heard with 
unfeigned grief the announcement of the decease of one who 
has been for many years associated with them as communicant, 
Vestryman and Warden of St. Luke’s Parish and whose active 
interest and liberal aid in its behalf, whose sound and consistent 
church principles, and uniform kindness and courtesy have 
received their sincere respect and esteem. 


Resotvep, That a copy of the above Resolutions be communi- 
cated to the family of the deceased. 


The resignation of Mr. G. W. Leake as a Vestryman of the 
Parish was presented and accepted. 

The Music Committee reported the resignation of Miss 
Buckley as leader of the choir to take effect from and after 
Christmas Day and the engagement of Mr. Wood, as organist, 
at the rate of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum. Mr. 
McDonald announced that as Warden he had made a tem- 
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porary arrangement with the Reverend M. F. E. White to 
supply the services of the Church, and moved that the vestry, 
proceed to ballot for a Rector of Saint Luke’s. 

On the first ballot the Reverend Mr. Wm. H. Harrison, the 
son of a former vestryman, was unanimously elected Rector 
and the Secretary was directed to communicate the action of 
the vestry to him and request a reply at his earliest conven- 
ience alluding to the state of the finances of the Parish sug- 
gesting that he may depend upon a salary of $700 per annum 
with the hope that in time it may be materially increased. 
Mr. Harrison replied as follows: 


Your letter of the 6th inst. containing the action of St. Luke’s Vestry 
has just been received, and I hasten to give an immediate answer. 


Much as my own wishes would leave me to look favorably on such a 
proposition, still a sense of duty both towards St. Luke’s and my present charge, 
compels me to decline the invitation of your body, and in doing so, I would 
express my feeling of gratitude for the renewed instance of confidence, however 
much I may regard it as springing from your partiality rather than any desir- 
ings of my own. I cannot but regret the action of your body, especially when 
I consider that it may have been occasioned by a thoughtless remark of my 
own. Being asked if I would again refuse the position if again offered, hardly 
thinking such a thing possible, I replied, that in such an event, I would con- 
sider the proposition, and be governed by the necessity which existed of re- 
maining in North Carolina. I mention this fact, believing that your action 
would not have been taken, had you supposed that any but a favorable 
answer would have been returned. Circumstances are, however, of such a 
nature—they need not be related—as to prevent my making any present change 
in my position—were they otherwise—the temptation would be a strong one to 
be among those, who have always manifested more of kindness than I could 
justly claim. With this expression of my own thankfulness for favour displayed 
during my connection with the Parish of St. Luke’s, and also for the present 
instance of remembrance, believe me, with earnest wishes, for the prosperity 
and well-being, not merely for the Parish itself, but of the individuals com- 
posing it. 

Very truly and affe’ly, 


WM. H. HARRISON. 
Jackson, N. C., Dec. 11, 1849. 


February 26th, 1850, the clerk of the vestry was directed to 
communicate an invitation to the Reverend John Henry Hobart, 
then an assistant at Trinity Church, to become Rector of Saint 
Luke’s, and a committee of the senior warden and Mr. H. 
Meigs, Jr., was appointed to convey the letter to him, with the 
assurance of $1,200 per annum and the parsonage. 
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Mr. Hobart responded as follows: 


70 Franklin Street, 9 April, 1850 
DEAR SIR: 


You have probably received through Mr. McDonald an explanation of 
the delay which has occurred in my reply to your letter informing me that the 
Vestry of St. Luke’s Church had asked me to the Rectorship of that Parish. 
I must now request you to make it known to the Vestry that I respectfully 
decline their invitation. JI expressed very sincerely to the Committee of the 
Vestry who waited upon me, my great gratification at being invited to the 
Rectorship of St. Luke’s Church and the unfeigned pleasure with which such 
a connection would be formed by me provided there were a reasonable pros- 
pect that the Parish would prosper in my charge and I felt myself at liberty 
to assume it. In regard to the former point, the gentlemen of the committee 
gave me strong encouragement, in regard to the latter, my views and wishes 
were entirely dependent upon the actions of the Vestry of Trinity Church. 
In case that body desired my continued services in my present position, I had 
no inducement to change a relation equally consistent with my duty and pleas- 
ure. I have been informed that the Vestry of Trinity Church have both 
expressed and acted on such a desire and without further delay I send this 
reply to your letter of the twenty-sixth of February. 

Trusting that the Vestry of St. Luke’s will appreciate my motives in 
this matter and presenting them my sincere acknowledgments and respects 


I remain very truly 


- Your obedient servant 


fe HenOBART: 
EASTER 1850 


The certificate of election for church wardens and vestry- 
men for the ensuing year (1850) presents four new names. In 
the place of the Messrs. S. B. Hoffman, Samuel Wiswall and 
G. W. Leake, Messrs. Francis Pott, E. B. Clayton and T. D. 
Meigs were elected members of the board. Mr. James Wallace 
was chosen junior warden, and Mr. Robert H. Goff filled the 
vacancy in the vestry caused by his father’s death. At a sub- 
sequent meeting the resignation of Mr. E. B. Clayton as vestry- 
man, was presented and the same was accepted. 

For Rector, the Reverend Sullivan H. Weston was the next 
choice, but he preferred to remain in Trinity Parish, and become 
the Vicar of Saint John’s Chapel in Varick Street. This edifice 
copied after the architecture of Saint Paul’s in London was 
demolished in 1919 to yield to a growing city’s demands. 
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The senior warden of Saint Luke’s keenly recognized the 
fact that the Parish was being sorely tried and that the defec- 
tion to the Church of Rome of its Rector had produced a 
derogatory effect. Only the names of forty persons remained 
on the parish register, and a very small sum in the treasury. 
Even that was a debt to him, left over from $400 which he 
had advanced. 

A man of less earnestness and devotion would have been 
disheartened, but the spirit of McDonald was strong, and he 
sought counsel of the Rector of Trinity Church. Doctor 
Berrian advised calling an enthusiastic minister, full of courage 
and zeal, one whom he knew, about thirty-nine years of age, 
and who was at present in charge of Christ’s Church, Hudson, 
New York. From this church two years previously one of its 
vestrymen, Cyrus Curtis, had come to New York City to 
reside, and at this time had become a member of the vestry 
of Trinity Church. Doctor Berrian and Mr. Cyrus Curtis 
combined their influence to persuade the Reverend Isaac H. 
Tuttle to become the Rector of Saint Luke’s Church. They, 
also, interceded with Bishop Brownell of Connecticut to exert 
his friendly influence, for it was at Bethel in that Diocese that 
Mr. Tuttle began his ministerial career after his ordination as 
Deacon in Trinity Church, New Haven, Conn. On the even- 
ing of June roth, 1850, pursuant to notice from the senior 
warden, a vestry meeting was held, at which were present, 
A. B. McDonald and James Wallace, Wardens. Messrs. Goff, 
Pott, Young, Bluxome, T. D. Meigs and H. Meigs, Jr., Vestry- 
men. On motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Wallace, 
the vestry proceeded to ballot for a Rector. Messrs. R. H. 
Goff and T. D. Meigs were appointed Tellers. On counting 
the ballots the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, of Christ Church, 
Hudson, New York, was found to have received seven votes, 
and one blank ballot. 

On motion of T. D. Meigs it was Resolved that the salary 
of the Rector be one thousand dollars per annum, and the 
Parsonage after the first of May, 1851, and that he be allowed 
at the rate of four hundred dollars per annum for the present 
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year in lieu of Parsonage. It was further Resolved that the 
clerk pro. tem. be requested to communicate this call to the 
Reverend Mr. Tuttle. 

At a subsequent meeting held June 24, 1850 the secretary 
pro. tem. reported that he had communicated the call of this 
Parish to the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle in the following terms 


Parish of St. Luke’s Church 


New York, June 11th, 1850 
Rev. Isaac H. Tuttle, 


Rev. AND DEAR Sir: 


I am instructed to inform you that at a meeting of the Vestry of this 
Church held last evening you were duly elected Rector of St. Luke’s Parish. 
The salary was at the same time fixed at one thousand dollars per annum, and 
the Parsonage, possession of the latter to be given on the first of May next, 
an allowance at the rate of four hundred dollars per annum. to be made to you 
until that time in lieu thereof. An early and favorable reply to this call is 
earnestly solicited by the Vestry. 


Very Respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant 
H. MEIGS, Jr. 
Clerk of the Vestry, pro tem.” 


The clerk pro. tem. presented and read a letter from the 
Reverend Mr. Tuttle, of which the following is a copy, accept- 
ing the invitation to the Rectorship of Saint Luke’s Parish. 


New Haven, June 15th, 1850 
Mr. H. Meigs, Jr.; 
Secretary pro tem of the Vestry of St. Luke’s, N. Y. 


My Dear Sir: 


Your favor of 11 inst. conveying the expression of said Vestry has 
received the most serious consideration, and I beg you to express my sense of 
the honor they have conferred on me by tendering me the Rectorship of their 
Parish, and inform them of my acceptance of the same. It was suggested by 
Mr. McDonald that it would subserve the interests of the Parish should I 
defer the recreation I contemplated taking now, till the month of August. I 
will, therefore, endeavor to enter on my labors at St. Luke’s as early as the 
first Sunday in July. As to the support of their clergyman I have no reason 
to suppose the Parish, under more favorable circumstances, would be satisfied 
with the present moderate appropriation of $1000 per annum in addition to the 
parsonage, and I shall therefore look for an increase of salary as the Parish 
improves. This I understand from Dr. Berrian and Rev. Mr. Cox (expressing 
the purpose of your Vestry) might confidently be relied on. Trusting the 
important relation I am about to sustain to that severely tried Parish may 
subserve the interests of the Holy Apostolic Church. 


I remain, 
Very truly yours, 
ISAAC H. TUTTLE. 
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to pay the Rev. F. E. White one hundred dollars in lieu of 
the sum of $66.76 due him on the first of July, according to 
an appropriation made on the 3rd of January last. And the 
Clerk of the Vestry was requested to express to the Rev. Mr. 
White their satisfaction with the faithful and acceptable 
manner in which he has discharged the duties pertaining to his 
temporary connection with St. Luke’s Parish.” 

During the fifteen years of the rectorate of Doctor Forbes 
the men who served at various times on the board of Vestry 
were as follows: 


“On motion it was Resolved that the Treasurer be authorized 


1834 
Henry Ritter 
Floyd Smith 
Joseph W. Beadell 
George Coggill 
Thomas Browning 
Don Alonzo Cushman 
Clement C. Moore 
James N. Wells 
Cornelius Oakley 
Talman J. Waters 


1835 


Chas. N. S. Rowland 
John R. Satterlee 
Henry I. Seaman 


1832 
Anthony B. McDonald 
1838 
Dr. James Stewart 
1840 
William Nelson 
John B. Wood 


Richard N. Newman 
Nicholas G. Ogden 


William M. Benjamin 
John Richardson 
Gabriel F. Mott 


1841 
Charles D. Hall 
1843 


George T. Burrell 
Stephen B. Hoffman 
1844 
Robert S. Goff 
1845 
H. Meigs, Jr. 
1846 | 
James Wallace . 
Samuel Wiswall 


Edward M. Young 
Isaac Bluxome 


| 
William A. Whitehead 


1848 . 
Edward H. Jacob 

1849 
G. W. Leake 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The fourth rector of Saint Luke’s Church was born in New 
York City in 1807, the son of James Grant Forbes and Frances 
Blackwell, whose family once owned Blackwell’s Island in the 
East River. 

He was graduated at Columbia College in the class of 1827, and 
at the General Theological Seminary in 1830. His first position 
was as tutor at Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., to which he was 
appointed the same year, later resigning to become Rector of 
Saint George’s Church, Flushing, N. Y.. In 1834 he accepted a 
call to the rectorship of Saint Luke’s Church, this city, entering 
on its duties in the autumn. 

About this time he was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Howell of Philadelphia, Pa., bringing his bride to the old par- 
sonage in Hudson Street. 

Genuinely warm-hearted and frank in manner he won the 
affection of his people, until the Oxford movement agitated his 
mind and clouded his natural candor. The trend of his thoughts 
became evidenced in a sermon preached at Saint Luke’s, October 
1oth, 1847, before the Associate Alumni of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary. It may be read in the appendices. 

Referring to the existing troublous times in the church abroad 
and home, he happened to state, “Seek then the impartial judg- 
ment and guidance of others, especially such as are older, more 
experienced and better disciplined than ourselves.” He acted 
on his own advice, and took counsel of Bishop Ives of North 
Carolina which resulted in his displacement from the ministry 
in January, 1850. 

At the same time his assistant, at Saint Luke’s, the Reverend 
Thomas S. Preston, was deposed, the Bishop of New Hampshire, 
the Right Reverend Carlton Chase, D.D., pronouncing the sen- 
tence of eviction on both. 
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In the early part of 1851 Doctor Forbes was ordained a priest 
of the Roman Catholic Church and became an assistant at the 
Church of the Nativity in Second Avenue. Subsequently in 
1853, he was made pastor of the new Church of Saint Ann’s in 
Eighth Street. 

By his talents and reputation Doctor Forbes won honorable 
recognition in the Church of Rome. Pope Pius IX conferred 
on him the degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology, and Arch- 
bishop Hughes sent him on a special mission to Rome to aid in 
establishing there the American College for Priests, and to pre- 
side over the institution if he so desired. 

Ten years later, however, Doctor Forbes renounced Romanism, 
and his renunciation is best related in his own words in a letter 
written October 17th, 1859 to the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
New York. 


Most Reverend John Hughes, D.D., 
Archbishop of New York. 


It is now nearly ten years since under your auspices, I laid down my 
ministry in the Protestant Episcopal Church to submit myself to the Church 
of Rome. The interval, as you know, has not been idly spent :—each day has 
had its responsibility and duty, and with these come experience, observation 
and the knowledge of many things not as well understood before. 

The result is I feel I have committed a grave error, which, publicly 
made should be publicly repaired. When I came to you, it was as I stated 
with a deep and conscientious conviction that it was necessary to be in 
communion with the See of Rome; but, this conviction I have not been 
able to sustain in face of the fact that by it the natural rights of man and 
all individual liberty must be sacrificed—not only so but the private con- 
science often violated, and one forced by silence at least to acquiesce in what 
is opposed to moral truth and justice. Under the circumstances, when I 
call to mind how slender is the foundation, in the earliest ages of the Church 
upon which has beert reared the present Papal power, I can no longer regard it 
as legitimately imposing obligations upon me or any one else. I do now, there- 
fore, by this act, disavow and withdraw myself from its alleged jurisdiction. 

I remain, most reverend sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN MURRAY FORBES, D.D. 
Late Pastor of Saint Ann’s Church, N. Y. 
When this remarkable letter was made public it caused great 
excitement in the religious world. No one who knew Doctor 
Forbes could for a moment suppose that in leaving the Episcopal 
Church, and in repudiating the Roman Catholic, that he was 
actuated by any except the most conscientious motives. 
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Still he had his assailants on both occasions and submitted 
to the greatest possible trial to his personal feelings. 

His return to the faith in which he was first ordained was 
hailed with the deepest joy by his old friends and parishioners. 

In 1865, his recantation was submitted to the Episcopal Church 
and acted upon in 1867. From that time until 1869 he was back 
again in Saint Luke’s as assistant to Reverend Doctor Tuttle, 
when he was elected the first permanent Dean of the General 
Theological Seminary. 

His installation was the first ceremony of its kind held by the 
governing body of the Seminary, and it took place on Saint 
Mathias’ Day, February 24th, 1870, in the Church of the Trans- 
figuration. It was a most notable event, being the initiation of 
a new era in the affairs of the Institution. It was presided over 
by the then Bishop of Michigan, the Right Reverend Samuel 
Allen McCoskry and attended by many learned dignitaries of 
the Church. The Reverend Doctor Tuttle was on the committee 
to make the necessary arrangements. 

Anyone interested in Doctor Forbes’ views on Romanism 
should read his installation address. Here is an excerpt:— 
“Romanism has conferred upon us the inestimable privileges of 
professing God’s revealed word, and the orders which Christ 
ordained should always subsist in His Church. But this church 


throws chains around us which no one can endure and preserve. 


his manhood.” 

He held the office of Dean until 1872, when in his sixty-sixth 
year, he resigned and retired to reside in Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
where he died Sunday, October 11th, 1885, at the age of seventy- 
nine. 

The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him in 
1847 by his Alma Mater. 


Dr. Forbes’ daughter, Adelade Anna (Mrs. J. R. Carmichael) now living at 
3 West 8th Street, this city, was born in the old parsonage on Hudson Street. 
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ISAAC HENRY -fU CTE 


(1850-1892) 


Agreeable to the suggestion of the senior warden, Reverend 
Mr. Tuttle came to Saint Luke’s the last Sunday in June, which was 
the 30th of the month, and on the roth of July he called a meeting 
of the vestry. The members present were the Wardens, Messrs. 
Anthony B. McDonald and James Wallace, and the Vestrymen, 
Messrs. Young, Goff, Pott, Bluxome and H. Meigs, Jr. After the 
new rector invoked a blessing on Saint Luke’s and the vestry, the 
regular business proceedings commenced. The treasurer’s statement 
exhibited a balance due to himself—$275.30. The music committee 
followed with a report of the resignation of the organist, Mr. Wood, 
and the engagement of Doctor James L. Brown from the first of 
July, at $150.00 per annum. Messrs. McDonald, Wallace and N. G. 
Ogden were then elected delegates to attend the next Diocesan Con- 
vention, and the rector and wardens were authorized to make ar- 
rangement for the institution of the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle “at 
some time as they may deem expedient.” The meeting adjourned 
after a motion that the rector and finance committee be requested to 
prepare a memorial to Trinity Church for aid. This simple meeting 
of ordinary business routine was the forerunner of a long series pre- 
sided over by Mr. Tuttle, covering a period of forty-two years, many 
of which were significant and expansive for Saint Luke’s and of 
important consequence to the Protestant Episcopal Church in New 
York City. 
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The following is a copy of the Memorial to Trinity Church: 


“The Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church, 
New York, are again constrained to present to the Corporation of Trinity 
Church a petition for aid. They feel they cannot acquit themselves as using all 
good fidelity and perseverance in the important interests entrusted to them 
should they, from any reluctance, relinquish further importunity in the only 
discernible quarter for relief. 

The peculiar situation of Saint Luke’s and the inevitably local trials it 
has constantly to meet are fully known to Trinity Church. The condition of 
our place of worship is, of course, rendering repairs every day more pressingly 
requisite, and all the heavy and multifarious expenses incident to a city church 
fall at present very heavily, we may say most tryingly, upon a willing yet 
enfeebled parish. But we are by no means discouraged in this day of adversity. 
Even for the term of two years and over of our late depressed state, all the 
arrears of the Parish are but $600, and as to the future we feel a degree of 
confidence in the effectualness of this present appeal. In the one cause we 
have in common as Churchmen, we cannot conceive there will be allowed to 
languish such an instrumentality of blessings, both temporal and spiritual as 
Saint Luke’s has long been, and from her position, must naturally continue. 

The intimated withdrawal of aid by Trinity Church and the hesitancy 
to make further grants of money to meet the exigency of the Parish, we now 
feel resulted from a want of confidence in its ministerial character. It is 
hoped this confidence is again restored and that Trinity Church will be ready 
and glad, in this change of affairs, to lend her needful hand towards placing 
Saint Luke’s in a condition advantageous for her proper work in this position 
of the Master’s Vineyard. Any lengthy specification, therefore, of our trials 
and wants is not regarded as necessary, What we particularly and pressingly 
need is the continuance of the additional.stipend..for the few past years of 
$400, the individual liability for the floating” ‘débt of $600 cancelled, and the 
church and premises put in a good state of repair—not more necessary for 
becoming decency than to prevent premature decay. 

With a grateful sense of the many favors already extended to Saint 
Luke’s we hopefully wait an early and favorable reply to this further petition.” 

New York, July 25, 1850. 

(Signed) 
ISAAC H. TUTTLE, Rector 


J. WALLACE 
AUB McDONALD (i ordens 


N. G. OGDEN 

E. M, YOUNG 

“BLUXOME 

T. D. MEIGS Vestrymen 
RH. GOFF 

F. POTT 


“The Finance Committee reported that the Vestry of Trinity 
Church had resolved to continue for one year, from the first of May 
last, the additional stipend of Four Hundred Dollars,” and they were 
authorized to take such measures as were deemed necessary for the 
collection of outstanding pew rents. This committee reported 
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February 25, 1851, “that the Corporation of Trinity had resolved to 
grant the Vestry a donation of Fourteen Hundred Dollars to be paid 
in May next.”” It was then decided to repair and paint both church 
and parsonage and the committee of supplies and repairs was author- 
ized to expend nine hundred dollars to accomplish the work. Later 
on it was necessary to request more money for the parsonage because 
the church required an expenditure of $963.67, so the treasurer was 
authorized to pay an extra amount of $396.84 to the committee— 
a total sum of $1,360.51. In consequence a small margin only was 
left in the treasury of the $1400 which was understood by the vestry 
to be a donation, but the finance committee later reported it was to 
be considered in the nature of a loan to be secured by bond and 
mortgage on the property of the church. ‘Therefore the senior 
warden and the clerk were directed to execute the proper papers in 
the name of Trinity Church and to affix the corporate seal of Saint 
Luke’s. 


The rector and wardens were appointed a special committee to 
address a communication to the Corporation of Trinity Church 
expressing the thanks of Saint Luke’s vestry for the loan of $1,400 
for repairs on the church and parsonage, naming the amount of the 
floating debt and to state a donation be offered to pay the same and 
also to request a continuance of the additional stipend of $400 per 
annum. 


On April 7th the music committee reported that Miss Bluxome 
and Miss Ray had given notice of their intention to leave the choir 
on the 1st of May next. Thereupon the committee was authorized to 
fill the vacancies “with suitable persons.” A resolution was adopted 
that the thanks of the vestry be presented to Miss Bluxome, Miss 
Ray, Mr. F. D. Meigs and Mr. Wood for their valuable services 
so long gratuitously rendered to the choir of the church, and the 
clerk was instructed to communicate a copy of the resolution to the 
ladies and gentlemen named therein. 


The rector stated that he had received the resignation of Mr. 
Nicholas G. Ogden, as a member of this vestry, in consequence of 
his removal to Brooklyn. Mr. Ogden served ten years on the vestry 
and as clerk a portion of the time. 














(ZL8T-LS8T) 
(oWOFT 3S1IY 9Y}) 


LAAULS NOSGNH NO WWOH S.4M0T LNIVS 





; 














FIFTH RECTOR I2I 


The resignation of Mr. T. D. Meigs at the same time made two 
vacancies on the vestry which were supplied Easter Monday, April 
21st, 1851, by the election of Messrs. Henry N. Gamble and C. A. 
- Meigs. Henry Meigs, Jr., declining the office of Clerk of the Vestry 
to which he was elected at a meeting of the board in February last, 
a ballot was taken and the choice fell upon Mr. Edward M. Young 
who consented to serve. The music committee reported the engage- 
ment of Miss Demarest as leader of the choir at a salary of $150 per 
annum from the Ist inst. during the pleasure of the vestry. 


ORPHAN’S HOME 


The year 1851 was momentous for the founding of two benevo- 
lent institutions in New York City. During the winter a dying man 
bequeathed his children to a lady belonging to Trinity Church, 
demanding a promise that they should be brought up in his own 
faith which was that of the Church of England. Failing to obtain 
admission for the children in the Bloomingdale Orphan Asylum 
and the Leake and Watts Institution, she consulted the clergy of 
Trinity. A meeting was called at the house of the Reverend J. H. 
Hobart, to which were invited six other clergymen and four laymen. 
Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle was’ one of the clerical representatives 
and Mr. William C. Moore, a member of Saint Luke’s and a vestry- 
man from 1855 to 1870, one of the laymen. 

A room was rented for the children and a suitable woman ob- 
tained to take care of them. ‘This was the origin of the “Orphan’s 
Home and Asylum” which now occupies a site on Convent Avenue, 
a few blocks south of the present Saint Luke’s Church which stands 
on the corner of 14Ist Street and Convent Avenue. Doctor Tuttle 
served on the Board of Directors till 1859, when the governing body 
was transferred to a Board of Managers comprising women only. 
The institution was first erected on Lexington Avenue and 4oth 
Street. 
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During the summer of 1851 when the rector’s mind was partic- 
ularly engrossed with disturbing thoughts of his poor, struggling 
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church, a new inspired idea seized upon him—a project which ex- 
tended far beyond the limits of his own parish and embraced all the 
parishes of the city. One day, a refined, elderly woman rang the 
front door bell of the parsonage and asked to see the minister. She 
was in distress, without home or friends, and the dreaded alms 
house seemed the only place of refuge. “Was there an Episcopal 
Church Home in New York City,” she inquired, “to which an aged, 
destitute communicant could look for shelter ?” “There is none,” 
was the decided reply, “but by the Grace of God there soon will be.” 

Around the corner from Saint Luke’s in Barrow Street there was 
a row of Dutch built houses with dormer windows in the roof, 
called the attic, and in one of these rooms he placed the first bene- 
ficiary of “St. Luke’s Home,” providing her with food and fuel at 
his own expense. Then on Saint Luke’s Day, October 18th, 1851, 
his voice proclaimed emphatically from the pulpit the urgent duty 
of all Episcopal churches in the city to provide a ‘Home’ for its 
poor, aged women communicants. The effort received a general 
response of acquiescence. Several small quarters were rented until 
1857 when the ‘Home’ possessed a house of its own directly adjoin- 
ing Saint Luke’s churchyard on the north, 487 Hudson Street. Out- 
growing the proportions of this house the inmates were moved in 
1872 to a new building on the corner of Madison Avenue and 
Soth Street. 

Still larger dimensions being demanded another removal took 
place in 1899 to the present plain but dignified fire-proof structure 
at Broadway and 114th Street, with accommodations for eighty- 
three inmates. 

The first board of trustees comprised chiefly members of the 
vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, with Mr. McDonald as Treasurer 
and Mr. Edward M. Young, Secretary. They were A. B. McDon- 
ald, James Wallace, E. M. Young, Cyrus S. Curtis, Francis Pott, 
Samuel Wiswall, and C. H. Bowman, with Reverend Isaac H. 
Tuttle as President. 

Many benevolent ladies offered their services in respect to the 
domestic arrangements of the ‘Home’ and in kind attentions to its 
inmates. Later on, in 1855, they were organized and called the 
“Board of Managers,” representing various churches in the city: 








SAINT LUKE’S HOME 
(1899) 

(the present building) 

Corner of Broadway and 114th Street 
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Saint Luke’s Trinity Chapel Grace 
Mrs. Williamson Mrs. Abel T. Anderson Miss S. Ferguson 
Miss Mary C. Holthuysen Mrs. Cyrus Curtis Saint Clement’s 
Saint Bartholomew’s Ascension Miss Phebe Ludlow 
Mrs. Daniel Remsen Miss A. Delafield Mrs. Henry Rogers 
Mrs. George Morris Miss S. Foster Saint Esprit 
; Saint Peter’s Emmanuel Miss Emily Arnoux 
Mrs. F. H. Babcock Mrs. H. A. Green Holy Innocents’ 
Incarnation Saint Stephen’s Mrs. R. B. Freeman 
Miss Sarah Haswell Miss Hester Marsh Saint John the Evangelist 
Transfiguration Holy Apostles’ Mrs. M. F. Schureman 
Miss Sophia Juillard Mrs. Orion Terry Saint John the Baptist 
Zion Holy Communion Miss Henrietta Duncan 
Mrs. G. A. Graff Miss M. Van Bokkelin Christ Church 
Trinity Miss Harriet Fay Mrs. W. H. Maxwell 
Mrs. C. J. Nourse Annunciation Calvary 
Miss Susan Wendell Mrs. T. B. Coddington Mrs. Daniel LeRoy 
Saint Paul’s Saint Thomas’ Miss M. Louisa Coe 
Miss Henrietta King Mrs. John Tappin All Saints’ 
Saint John’s Mrs. George C. Collins Mrs. Dr. John Miller 
Miss Ellen Kemble Saint Mark’s 


Mrs. Alex. T. Clayton Mrs. Henry B. Renwick 
Miss Mary W. Johnston 


OFFICERS 
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By his will Doctor Tuttle endowed a room in the ‘Home’ to the 
memory of his wife, Sarah Parmlee Tuttle. 

He served as Acting President of the Board of Managers from 
the founding of the institution in 1852 until his death in 1896. 

One of the first beneficiaries had seen General Washington and 
when her memory for present things had almost entirely faded out, 
she would live over again her early days, adding many facts from 
history, which she mixed up with her own experiences. Another 
one of the early inmates was a grand-niece of Oliver Goldsmith, and 
testified by a legacy her appreciation of the loving care bestowed 
upon her and her daughter by the ‘Home.’ 

At one time the presence of a poetess graced the institution, and 
she was totally blind. All loved Cynthia Bullock, to whose mental 
vision the whole world seemed a beautiful picture. To celebrate 
anniversaries and unusual events at the ‘Home’ she composed and 
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recited a poem appropriate for the occasion. A kind friend caused 
a collection of her poems to be printed in a book. The title was a 
“Bunch of Pansies.”* 


BRAS LE Rm1652 


Previous to the Easter election, Monday, April 12, 1852, Mr. } ehis: 
Wood declined re-election to a seat in the vestry, so the vacancy was 
supplied by a new member, Mr. Daniel D. Foote. At this meeting 
the music committee reported the resignation of Miss Demarest and 
the appointment of Miss Frances H. Cleman at one hundred dollars, 
and Miss Harriet Spalding at fifty dollars, also a bass singer, Mr. 
W. H. Stivos, at fifty dollars per annum, all to hold their places dur- 
ing the pleasure of the vestry. 

It was resolved that all members of the vestry be a committee to 
solicit donations from the congregation to pay the floating debt of 
the Church, and it was requested the report be made at an adjourned 
meeting to be held Tuesday, the 28th inst. Failing, however, to be 
prepared with a report, the time was extended to December, 1852, 
when they stated the receipts amounted to $616. It was then re- 
solved to increase the rector’s salary to the amount of $250 dating 
from October last, and, likewise, resolved that two gas lamps were 
requisite on either side of the “front centre door” of the church, 
Robert H. Goff being chosen a committee of one to present a petition 
to the Common Council for permission to place the lamps on the 
outside. 

At the Easter election of 1853 no change occurred in the vestry 
and the treasurer reported a balance due him of $164.78. As the 
music committee reported the bass singer wanted an increase of 
salary, it was resolved the members of the vestry make an effort to 
raise a fund for choir improvement, which resulted in the following 
year of an additional twenty-five dollars being received by both bass 
and alto. 

Previous to the Easter Monday election of 1854, Charles A. Meigs 
presented his resignation as a member of the vestry, and Isaac B. 
Craft, M.D., was chosen to fill the vacancy. 

The subject of the serious condition of the church edifice was 
discussed at length, and it was agreed that some immediate action 


*A volume is extant and in the writer’s possession, 
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was necessary for its thorough repair. Some argued however, for 
the erection of a new building and the site proposed was property on 
Hudson Street between LeRoy and Clarkson, belonging to Trinity 
Corporation and called Saint John’s Burying Ground. Today this 
property is possessed by the city and used as a play-ground for the 
children of the neighborhood. 

The resolution of the vestry was embodied in a communication to 
Trinity Corporation and referred by them to a special committee 
who rendered no decision until the expiration of two years, when 
Saint Luke’s received twelve hundred dollars for repairs—the 
money being payable from May, 1856, to November of the same 
year. | 

Meanwhile other matters transpired. The rector becoming ill, the 
vestry held a meeting in the parsonage June 9, 1854, and granted 
him leave of absence until autumn. Cyrus S. Curtis, once Mr. 
Tuttle’s vestryman at Christ Church, Hudson, N. Y., and now at 
this time on the vestry of Trinity Church, suggested to him a trip to 
Europe, proposing to pay all expenses if he would take his son along 
by way of education. Mr. Curtis always proved a warm friend to 
Doctor Tuttle—he was President of the Washington Life Insurance 
Company. The Reverend B. J. Haight, D.D., officiated at the ser- 
vices during the absence of the rector. He was occasionally re- 
lieved by the Reverend Mr. Parker, whose services were remuner- 
ated by the rector personally—the expense of the former being sup- 
plied by members of the congregation. 


EASTER, 1855 


On Easter Monday, April 9, 1855, three new members were elected 
on the board of vestry to take the place of Robert H. Goff, H. 
Meigs, Jr., and Daniel D. Foote, who resigned. They were James 
M. Elliott, M.D., William C. Moore, and Talbot Pirsson. At this 
meeting the treasurer, Mr. McDonald, stated a balance due him of 
$1243.21, and the committee on communication to Trinity Corpora- 
tion reported progress. The same committee was continued until 
a final report should be made. The resignation was read of the 
sexton, John Dugan, who succeeded his brother Caleb, and “William 
Ely was appointed in his place at a salary of $300 per annum, with 
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20 dollars extra for an organ blower, to take effect from Jan. 1, 
1855, he having discharged these duties since that date.” At a meet- 
ing held March 12th, 1856, the rector read an extract from the min- 
utes of the vestry of Trinity Church presented by the special com- 
muttee on application to that Corporation, stating “that twelve hun- 
dred dollars had been voted for St. Luke’s Church, payable in two 
equal installments on the 1st of May and ist of November, 1856, 
and that the consideration of the other subjects mentioned in the 
application had been postponed.” In consequence of possible future 
negotiation with Trinity, the vestry began to think about the vaults 
in the churchyard, and the necessity of some arrangement with the 
owners for the relinquishment of their title; therefore it was 

“Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed by the chair 
to obtain the consent of the owners of vaults to exchange said vaults 
either for others to be provided by Trinity Church or for a suitable 
apportionment of ground in Trinity Cemetery.” 

The chair appointed Messrs. Elliott, Pott and Young such a com- 
mittee. This action almost seems prophetic of the future for the 
procedure suggested in this resolution actually took place in 1880, 
when Trinity bought Saint Luke’s with the churchyard. But in the 
years 1856 and 1857 the proposition to build a new Saint Luke’s 
was rendered unnecessary of enactment by Doctor Tuttle’s per- 
sistent importunity and frequent conferences with the Standing 
Committee of Trinity Corporation that she perform some big and 
noble thing for her feeble sister. 

A copy from the minutes of the Standing Committee of Trinity, 
signed by the clerk, Robert H. Ogden, and read by the rector of 
Saint Luke’s at a meeting of the vestry held July 14th, 1857, testifies 
to the sympathetic generosity of that Corporation and the strong be- 
lief held by her that the work Saint Luke’s was doing must be con- 
tinued and maintained in that particular locality. 


The following is the copy referred to: 


“The Standing Committee to whom had been referred the communication 
of the Reverend Mr. Tuttle, dated 1st April last, on behalf of Saint Luke’s 
Church, New York, for aid, and also the prior application of that Church for 
assistance with the Report of the Committee therein of the 12th March last, 
made to the Vestry, Reported, that it appears to the Committee that the sums 
granted by said Report are insufficient to sustain the Expense of maintaining 
the Services of the Church and provide for the interest on its debt, they have 
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agreed to recommend to the Vestry, that the annual allowance to that Church 
for one year be increased to the sum of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, 
and that in lieu of all other grants heretofore made that Church there be 
granted the further sum of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, payable to its 
Rector, and the further sum of five hundred dollars per annum to his assistant, 
such payments to the Rector and his assistant to commence from the Ist Jan- 
uary last, and the first payment to be considered as due on the Ist May last, 
aud to be payable half-yearly thereafter at the pleasure of the Vestry. It be- 
ing understood, however, that the former allowance of nine hundred dollars, 
and grant of twelve hundred dollars be continued from the 1st of November 
to the Ist May last, when this grant commences. Which Report was approved 
and the allowance and grant recommended by the committee were ordered 
to be made.” 


No change took place in the vestry at either election of 1856 and 
1857. Edward M. Young continued secretary and Anthony B. 
McDonald’s statement exhibited a balance due him of $2,022.43. 
Notwithstanding this indebtedness it was voted to repair the organ 
and remove it from the gallery to the ground floor of the Church. 
The music committee was also authorized to engage Dr. J. L. Brown 
as organist, from the 1st of May next, at a salary of two hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, during the pleasure of the Vestry, “pro- 
vided the increase to the organist, and expense of the organ repairs 
can be defrayed without liability on part of the Vestry.” 

At a meeting held February 28th, 1857, five months before relief 
was announced from Trinity, discouragement seemed to follow the 
treasurer’s report, and a discussion took place as to the advisability of 
selling the parsonage and lot to the trustees of Saint Luke’s Home, 
this institution becoming prosperous and wanting a good sized house 
in which to segregate its beneficiaries. At that time they were dis- 
tributed about in hired rooms and small houses. The vestry decided 
not to accept less than eleven thousand dollars and appointed Messrs. 
Elliott, Gamble and Craft, a committee in charge of the matter. The 
vestry was influenced to take this action on account of the condition 
of the parsonage requiring repairs which the state of the treasury 
prohibited ; so it was thought expedient to dispose of the property. 
However, the project failed, for the trustees of the Institution (it 
was then called “Saint Luke’s Home for Indigent Christian Fe- 
males”) purchased premises on the north side of the churchyard 
which was a larger house than Saint Luke’s parsonage. The darkest 
hour is just before dawn, which was true of Saint Luke’s affairs. 
The following month intimations reached the rector, perhaps through 
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his warm friend, Mr. Curtis, that Trinity was likely to consider 
favorably his frequent personal appeals for Saint Luke’s. A few 
months more of patient waiting brought the long-desired confirma- 
tion, the text of which is contained in the copy from the minutes of 
Trinity Vestry. 

Then Saint Luke’s got busy. Its first act was a resolution that 
the rector be a committee “to express to the Vestry of Trinity 
Church the thanks of this Vestry for the aid thus furnished to the 
Parish.” Then on motion another resolution followed “that the sum 
of two thousand dollars is required to place the Parsonage in good 
order and fit for a respectable residence for the Rector and also to 
pay for flagging the sidewalk in front of the Church and Parsonage 
as ordered by the City Corporation and that a subscription paper is 
hereby authorized for the purpose of raising such sum from the 
members of the congregation and others friendly to the object. 
Also, Resolved, that a committee be appointed to direct the Repairs 
of the Church and Parsonage. The chair named Messrs. Craft and 
Elliott said committee and on motion the Rector was added to the 
committee.” 

In December, 1857, the special committee on the repairs of the 
Church and Parsonage reported through Dr. Craft that the same 
were completed. Repairs of Parsonage, viz: 


Carpenter work, $358.09—Plumbing and Tin, $415.83 .............. $ 773.92 
Painting $395.71—Mason $135.08—Range $35—Drain $84.25 ......... 650.04 
Locks, etc., $6.50-2Drain. to ‘sink, | etc.,—$94:25 6) es een 100.75 

$1524.71 


Paid on account Carpenter $43, Plumber $35, Painter in full $395.71 
Mason in full $133.08, Range, $35, Drain 84.25 ................. 








Due. on’ Parsonage) 4G sie tee eee te $ 798.67 
Bill of Flagging, oop 04 ie) i ey ee 456.29 
Total due on Parsonage and Flagging .................. $1254.96 
Collected: on above and applied 23021, ae oie ee $721.00 
Subscriptions:.1.6f collectedias ucry i dthinde tee ee 84.00 
Subscription from Mr. A. B. McDonald ................. 100.00 
Amount due as follows 
Dalance-on) Parsonage | \)'o kes on een) eer ane ee 757.04 
Léss: to? bé: collected (27) 60. cae eee eee ee 84.00 673.04 
Blagging’ (bill) ass fe Fe ee oo ee ee $456.29 
Less ‘donation. A.B.) McDonald (v2 00 oe ee ee 100.00 356.29 


TIE oo secs nog ave bay abe gidlyih iets Eaters LEE eae ae $1029.33 
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Subsequently the committee reported that the repairs on the 
church building, amounting to $732.45, had been provided for by 
the Corporation of Trinity Church “On motion of Mr. McDonald 
that Dr. Craft be a committee to raise funds, either by subscription, 
or donation, or a loan, to enable this Corporation to pay the amount 
due for repairs on the Parsonage and for flagging side-walks, also 
the amount now due the Treasurer, or which may be due February 
next. Resolved, that in case a loan can be affected to pay the whole 
or any part of the indebtedness referred to in the foregoing resolu- 
tion, or in the event the holders of said indebtedness consent to 
receive the obligation of this Corporation in lieu of cash, the proper 
obligation is hereby authorized to be issued under the seal of the 
Corporation.” In March, 1858, Dr. Craft, the chairman, reported 
a settlement had been made with the carpenter and plumber for the 
amount due them for repairs on the Parsonage by passing the notes 
of the Corporation of the Church payable six months from Dec- 
ember 28, 1857, as follows: 


re aA otoe oC ACpentet anil i. be. s sede salen cys a aigisislns Hoe oe oe $315.09 
Demme rorinai ss VlLGMbC KEY oe ei. othe s c.f sora erg a GINO oo 8 5 ok we 380.85 


Said notes being payable with interest. © - 


The repair problem being nearly solved, music disturbances began 
to arise just as Easter was drawing near. The committee reported 
the organist was about to leave the city for several months, but 
that he had not sent in his resignation—so it was resolved that the 
place of Dr. James L. Brown in the choir be declared vacant, and 
that it is inexpedient at present to fill said vacancy. It was also 
resolved that the salary of Dr. Brown, the organist, be fixed at the 
rate of two hundred and fifty dollars per annum. The music com- 
mittee was instructed to confer with the organist in relation to the 
music of the choir and the salaries to be paid therefor. Then a 
new method of management was suggested that instead of the pres- 
ent arrangement for supplying the music for the Church, and in 
place of paying the organist and singers the salaries now allowed 
them, that a sum of five hundred dollars be granted the organist on 
condition that he furnish a sufficient and satisfactory choir and give 
needful instruction. 
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The choir agitation subsided and Easter was arriving when the 
resignation of Mr. Edward M. Young from membership on the 
vestry was presented and accepted. In old Saint Luke’s there is a 
memorial window to Edward M. Young, placed there by his father- 
in-law, Mr. Anthony Bleecker McDonald. Dr. Craft was appointed 
by the rector to act as Clerk pro tem until a substitute was elected to 
take the office vacated by Mr. Young. This is the first reference to 
the word ‘clerk’—the name ‘secretary’ previously being used. At the 
election of 1859, Mr. William C. Moore was elected Clerk of the 
Vestry and Mr. Isaac Seltzer supplied the vacancy on the board. 
Mr. Seltzer was musically inclined and gifted with a fine bass voice 
which he gratuitously devoted to the service of the choir. Being 
appointed chairman of the music committee by the rector, he exerted 
his efforts to raise four hundred dollars wherewith to repair the 
organ and make payment of a balance due the organist for extra 
services. On every Epiphany celebration he especially distinguished 
himself in the rendition of “We Three Kings of Orient Are!” 
Children delighted to listen to his deep, sonorous voice. In Decem- 
ber, 1859, Mr. Seltzer reported “that the organ had been put in com- 
plete repair and paid for, and that the balance of salary due the 
organist up to November Ist last had been paid him, the whole 
amounting to, viz: 


Repairi-ofs organ Vaurr.o. dike enter en a ee) $340.00 
9 





Salary of Dr. Brown in full to November ...............0000 001) 7.50 
Sunday School items’ so icncs ss pau ey hams in tems Se ae 2.25 
Total bs 0 disy dle A eivale Ratio we Apacs othe bs ieee $439.75 


and that this amount had been entirely met by the contributions 
collected in the parish.” 

At the Easter election the treasurer’s statement exhibited a balance 
in his favor since September 27, 1858, of $899.72. The Sexton, Mr. 
Ely, proving a good servant of the Church, it was voted to increase 
his salary to fifty dollars. The rector reported he had engaged the 
services of the Rev. Nathan F. Whiting as his assistant, but later on 
in December, 1859, he informed them he was disappointed in not 
receiving the allowance, promised by Trinity, wherewith to pay Mr. 
Whiting. Furthermore, that Mr. Dunscomb, the comptroller of 
Trinity Corporation, told him the allowance for an assistant had 
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been discontinued and that he, the rector, should now and hence- 
forth be paid by the treasurer of Saint Luke’s. That as the assistant 
had been engaged according to the express arrangement with Trinity 
Church at a salary of $500, he considered its discontinuance 
without any notice until six months of the year had elapsed 
rather a strange procedure. On motion it was resolved that the 
treasurer be authorized to pay the salary of $1,500.00 to the rector 
out of the stipend received from Trinity Church until Trinity should 
assume the payment of said salary. In June of the following year 
(1860) Mr. Dunscomb informed the rector that Trinity Church had 
made an appropriation of $500.00, and would continue it annually, 
for the services of an assistant minister for Saint Luke’s Church. 
The new year was about to set in and the pew committee asked 
for authority to change the plan of collecting pew rents from half- 
yearly periods to quarterly ones, and the vestry gave its approval to 
this request. It was also resolved to start the new year “with an 
appropriation of $600.00 for the music of the church and that the 
committee on music take charge of expending said amount.” 


SCHOOL ROOM BUILT 


With the new year (1860) came a new project. Mr. Anthony B. 
McDonald had been dissatisfied for a long time with the housing of 
the Sunday School which had been driven about from pillar to post. 
At this period it occupied rooms on the northwest corner of Christo- 
pher and Hudson Streets over a hardware store. Mr. McDonald was 
principal of the male department, and Miss Elizabeth Pott, sister of 
Mr. Francis Pott, the vestryman, acted as principal for the girls. 
They, together with the rector, began to talk about a new building to 
be erected in that portion of the churchyard south of the Church, like 
a wing to it, which should make for the future a permanent home for 
the Sunday School. A motion by Mr. Bluxome that measures be 
taken to enable the vestry to proceed at once to erect a building for 
the Sunday School was unanimously carried, and Messrs. McDonald, 
Pott and Seltzer were appointed a committee in charge. A resolu- 
tion was added that a subscription paper be circulated to obtain 
contributions for the purpose. A plan and estimate were presented 
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by Mr. McDonald to erect a brick building thirty-two feet wide by 
sixty-four in length at a cost of $1, 520.00, the contract being taken 
by Mr. Vandenbergh. 

At the Easter Election of 1860 it was necessary to elect two new 
members to fill the vacancy made by the resignations of Isaac B. 
Craft, M.D., and James W. Elliott, M.D. They were Messrs. Solo- 
mon L. Hull and William P. Wallace. The treasurer, Mr. McDon- 
ald, informed the vestry “that Mrs, Byles, the party holding the 
mortgage on the parsonage, had asked for a formal agreement ex- 
tending the limit of its continuance for five years.” On motion, Mr. 
McDonald was authorized to reply that it was not considered 
expedient to make such an agreement. 

At a meeting held September 2oth, 1860, the committee in charge 
of the erection of the building for a Sunday School verbally reported 
that the building was now nearly ready for occupation, and stated 
that a change had been made in the original plan as agreed on at an 
informal meeting of the vestry by which the building was enlarged 
and connected with the church for free sittings, parish school and 
other Church purposes. On motion of Mr. McDonald the action of 
the committee was approved. On November 22d the committee 
presented the following statement of expenditures and receipts. 


“The cost as per contract with Mr. Vandenberghe ae eae ee $2,000.00 
For extra expenses in fitting up the building and for repairs on Church 
2nd: DArEQNA RE tM Rs Aiea aN oh Denne anneal 547.14 
$2,547.14 
Amount received by subscriptions and donations toward building and 
fitting up: the: addition twreatra cs cont Viol aah ee ee 1,293.75 
Leaving a/balance}to. be met oth ni beeiausiicyk ae ee $1,253.39 


The amount due to Mr. Vandenbergh was stated to be about $1130.” 


“On Motion—Resolved that in case a loan can be effected to pay 
the whole or any part of the indebtedness to Mr. Vandenbergh, or in 
the event that he will consent to receive the obligation of this 
Corporation for the whole, or in part, in lieu of cash, the proper 
obligation is hereby authorized to be issued under the seal of the 
Corporation.” 

Another motion authorized the committee to have a walk, laid 
with flagging, from the porch of the Sunday School to the front of 
the church. 
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A communication was received from the family of Mr. James 
Wallace, the junior warden, that it would be impossible for him to 
attend the Diocesan Convention in October, on account of serious 
illness ; so William P. Wallace was elected delegate in his place. 

The rector announced he had engaged the services of the Reverend 
A. R. Van Antwerp to act as his assistant with the concurrence of 
the vestry. 

On account of the resignation of Solomon L. Hull, Mr. John 
Bluxome was chosen at the Easter Election of 1861 to supply the 
vacancy on the vestry. Otherwise the board with its officers re- 
mained the same as last year. 

The treasurer presented his statement of expenditures and receipts 
since November 22, 1860, showing a balance due him of $1,470.22. 
Notwithstanding this indebtedness it was unanimously voted to 
appropriate $600 for the music of the church for the year commenc- 
ing Ist of November last, and to increase the salary of the rector 
from $1,500 to $2,000. 

It was likewise resolved that the application to Trinity Church 
by the senior warden and clerk of this vestry for assistance in pay- 
ing the debt incurred in erecting an addition to the church and for 
putting the church and premises in proper repair, be approved, and 
that the rector and Mr. McDonald be a committee to prosecute the 
application. At this same meeting, April 12, 1861, “the rector in- 
formed the vestry he had procured a Fire and Burglar proof safe 
for preservation of the church records and church plate, from 
the cost of which a considerable reduction had been made from per- 
sonal considerations toward himself, and that he desired if possible 
to purchase it at some future time for his own use. It was on mo- 
tion resolved that the vestry pay the cost of such safe ($80) with 
the understanding that the Rev. Mr. Tuttle have the privilege to 
purchase it at the same price for his own use.” 

At a meeting held June 30th, 1861, the rector read the following 
communication from Dr. Brown, the organist: 


“To the Committee on Music of Saint Luke’s Church. 
“Gentlemen: A very desirable opportunity of making a short trip to 
“England without expense and with some profit, having occurred to me, 
“IT would respectfully request from you leave of absence for three months 
“for the purpose of embracing it. I have made arrangements to leave a 
“competent substitute in my place. 

Very respectfully, 


Dated June 30, 1861. JAS. L. BROWN, organist. 
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The vestry granted Dr. Brown’s request on condition that the 
musical services of the church be properly kept up during his ab- 
sence without extra expense to the treasury. However, something 
must have gone wrong for in March, 1862, the committee reported 
“that after consideration they had deemed it expedient to discon- 
tinue the existing arrangement with Dr. Jas. L. Brown, the organist, 
and had notified him that the same would cease after May Ist, next.” 
Easter was approaching and Easter music important and the com- 
mittee without much delay entered upon a new compact with Dr. 
Brown. His services were engaged as organist and instructor in 
vocal music for the choir and congregation on the following terms: 
“He is to give two instruction lessons each week to all the children 
of the parish who choose to attend, teaching the science and practice 
of vocal music. On Sunday noon he is to meet them for a rehearsal 
in music, and on one evening of the week he is to meet the congrega- 
tion for practice in singing. In addition he is to give such instruc- 
tion to the organ choir as will perfect them sufficiently for this posi- 
tion; for all such services he is to receive a salary of $500 for the 
year from May Ist, 1862.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


ISAAC H. TUTTLE 
ISAAC SELTZER Music Committee. 
TALBOT PIRSSON 


WAR OF THE REBELLION 


The year 1861 should not be passed over without some reference 
to the patriotic interest displayed by Saint Luke’s and its rector dur- 
ing the Civil War. No sooner had the news reached the city that 
Fort Sumter had been fired on, then a tremendous peal of defiance 
burst out from the little belfry of the church, startling the usually 
quiet neighborhood, causing those not yet alive to the portentous 
calamity to inquire what it was all about. 

The Star Spangled Banner flying from the belfry window de- 
clared Saint Luke’s on the side of the Union. Doctor Tuttle’s 
loyalty was of the staunchest, but he gave expression to his deter- 
mination to preach the Kingdom of God only from the pulpit on 
Sundays. However, days appointed by the Chief Executive as 
National Fasts and Thanksgiving afforded him necessary oppor- 
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tunity for the public expression of his sentiments, and his patriotic 
eloquence on these occasions gave no uncertain sound. 

The ladies of Saint Luke’s held meetings in the parsonage for 
knitting, and making lint and surgical bandages out of their house- 
hold linen—the present day gauze not being in existence. Boxes 
were sent direct to the camps filled with provisions, mothers’ home- 
made crullers and plum pudding, and various comforts for the 
soldiers, not forgetting tobacco. 

On the day the Seventh Regiment passed through the streets of 
the city to the seat of war, Saint Luke’s bell rang out, for hours, a 
cheerful God-Speed. When the city was terrorized in the fall of 
1863 by the draft riots, and two innocent negroes were hung to 
lamp-posts within a few blocks of Saint Luke’s, word reached the 
rector that Public School No. 3, on the corner of Grove Street 
was threatened to be burned by the mob. The janitor of the school 
with his family was sheltered and protected within the walls of the 
old church thither bringing their valuables with them, among which 
were old family portraits that had crossed the sea. 

On April 9, 1865, the great struggle at Appomattox closed the 
war, and the President appointed April 20th as the day for National 
Thanksgiving. Saint Luke’s began to decorate the exterior from 
roof to entrance with red, white and blue to celebrate the occasion, 
when a cry of sorrow spread through the land on the 14th—Lincoln 
was murdered—so great strips of black were added and draped 
among the folds of the nation’s colors. Easter Sunday followed 
two days later, but no semblance of mourning was visible within the 
church and the rector confined his sermon to the promise of a glor- 
ious resurrection. 

However, on Thursday the 2oth, the baptismal font, chancel, lec- 
tern and pulpit were heavily draped in black and the theme of the 
discourse was Christian loyalty to the Nation as well as to the 
Church. 

On Easter Monday, April 21st, 1862, the following persons were 
declared duly elected: A. B. McDonald and James Wallace, church 
wardens; vestrymen, Isaac Bluxome, Francis Pott, Talbot Pirsson, 
William C. Moore, Isaac Seltzer, William P. Wallace, John Blux- 
ome and I.G. Aymer. The last named was elected to take the place 
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of Henry N. Gamble. Mr. McDonald continued in the office of 
treasurer and Mr. William C. Moore in that of clerk. 

The report of the former showed a balance due to himself of 
$1,432.88. Messrs. A. B. McDonald, Francis Pott and William P. 
Wallace were the three delegates elected by ballot to attend the Con- 
vention of the Diocese to take place the following October. 

In June of this year (1862) the rector of Saint Luke’s was hon- 
ored by Trinity College, his alma mater, which conferred on him the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity at its Commencement exercises in the 
presence of its officers, faculty and students. 

“The special committee on application to Trinity Church pre- 
sented a communication from W. E. Dunscomb, Comptroller of 
Trinity Church Corporation, with a copy of extract from minutes 
of their vestry meeting October 7th, 1861, declining to give the aid 
applied for in February, 1861.” The following is the extract: “On 
the report and recommendation of the Standing Committee upon the 
application of Saint Luke’s Church, New York, for a grant of one 
thousand dollars to aid in defraying the cost of the erection of its 
new Sunday School building, and of a further sum of one thousand 
two hundred dollars to paint and repair the church edifice, Resolved, 
that in the present condition of the finances of this Corporation, the 
vestry see no reasonable prospect of its being able to comply with 
the request of the Rector, Churchwardens and Vestrymen of Saint 
Luke’s Church, and therefore feels it due to them so to inform them, 
and accordingly, from a due regard to the essential interests of this 
Corporation, the vestry is compelled respectfully to decline to grant 
the present application. 


A true copy. (signed) G. M. OGDEN, 
Clerk.” 


The papers on this matter were ordered on file, the extract from 
the minutes of Trinity Vestry to be spread on the records, and the 
same committee was continued. The rector reported he had engaged 
the services of the Reverend G. W. D. Copeland as his assistant to 
take the place of the Reverend Mr. Van Antwerp, who had received 
a call to another parish. He called the attention of the vestry to an 
inconvenient arrangement of the chancel—hence on motion it was 
decided that the floor of the chancel be lowered the depth of one step. 
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The year of 1862 was drawing to an end, and with its departure 
the earthly life of Mr. Isaac Bluxome also departed. For sixteen 
years he had served Saint Luke’s faithfully on the vestry, the mem- 
bers of which presented the following preamble and resolution in 
his honor and respect to his memory. 


“WHEREAS in the Providence of God, Isaac Bluxome, Esq., a vestryman 
of this parish has been removed by death, we, the Rector, Wardens and Vestry- 
men of Saint Luke’s Church hereby place on the records of the parish the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 


RESOLVED, That our high appreciation of the character of our departed 
brother make us keenly sensible of the great loss we sustain by his death. 

RESOLVED, That we refer with gratitude to his ever prompt charity 
and kindness in sustaining the ministrations of the Church at home and abroad. 

RESOLVED, That in his thorough acquaintance with the doctrines and 
usages of the Church—in his ardent and enlightened attachment to the faith 
ever delivered to the saints and in his lively attention to what was transpiring 
in the Kingdom of His Master, his example is worthy of those who would be 
able to give reason of the hope that is in them. 

Resotvep, That in the last triumph of his belief over all the powers of 
the enemy, in his departure in the communion of the Church, in the confidence 
of a certain faith, in the comfort of a reasonable, religious and holy hope, in 
favor with his God and in charity with the world—we hereby recognize the 
blessedness of the Christian’s end and the rich consolation and reward of the 
anointed love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

RESOLVED, That we tender to the sorely bereaved widow and family of 
the deceased our sincere sympathy and prayers in their affliction and that a 
copy of these resolutions be transmitted to them by the clerk of the vestry.” 


REMOVAL OF DORMER WINDOWS ON PARSONAGE 


With the arrival of the new year (1863) came, also, a new deter- 
mination to do things for the best interests of the Church whether 
or not aid should be granted from Trinity. The special committee 
was instructed to repeat the appeal in view of the dilapidated con- 
dition of the church edifice, but the effort was futile, so it was re- 
solved that the special committee be continued, that the church be 
put in complete repair, that a new roof be put on the parsonage and 
the attic raised to a full story. For this purpose the committee was 
authorized to borrow on the bond of the church secured by a mort- 
gage on the church lot, such amount as may be required for the 


above objects, and to pay off the “Smith Mortgage” and liquidate 


the floating debt of the church; and that an application be made to 
Trinity Church to give priority to such mortgage over the mortgage 
held by Trinity Church. It was voted that Mr. Isaac Seltzer be 
added to the special committee. 
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After several months the special committee reported that in an- 
swer to their application to Trinity Church that Corporation had 
agreed to give priority of the lien over the mortgages held by it toa 
mortgage for seven thousand dollars ($7,000) to be applied $3,000 
thereof to the payment of an existing first mortgage, $3,000 thereof 
to the repairs of the church edifice and parsonage, and $1,000 thereof 
to the payment of the floating debt. “Now therefore Resolved, that 
on the receipt of the sum of seven thousand dollars from said *Julia 
Ann Beecher, the Bond at six per cent interest per annum payable 
half yearly, of said Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint Luke’s 
Church in the City of New York, together with a mortgage on said 
church plot to said Julia Ann Beecher, and that said money be 
applied to the payment of repairs of said Church and Parsonage, to 
raising the attic of the Parsonage to a full story and putting a new 
roof thereon, to the payment of the mortgage held by Doctor Albert 
Smith for three thousand dollars of principal and the interest due 
thereon, and to the liquidation of the floating debt of the Church— 
On motion Resolved, that the clerk be authorized to affix the cor- 
porate seal to any legal papers that may be required in carrying out 
the above resolution.” 

While this matter of mortgages was pending, the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue imposed an income tax on the church, which 
met with a protest, and the vestry employed the services of the 
Hon. Alexander W. Bradford as counsel to take charge. The peace 
of the music committee was likewise disturbed by internal agitations 
in the choir, which the rector arbitrated. In its behalf he reported 
“An arrangement had been made with Dr. Jas. L. Brown, the or- 
ganist, by which he agreed to continue his services as organist and 
instructing the children of the parish in church vocal music, omitting 
one lesson weekly heretofore given; and to furnish the services of 
{Mrs. George W. Brown or her equivalent, for the choir, and to use 
his best efforts to keep a full quartette choir at all times. In con- 
sideration of rendering above services Dr. Brown to receive annual 
payment of ($700) seven hundred dollars from ist of May, 1863.” 

This resolution worked effectively for one year, for in the suc- 
ceeding month of March, 1864, another resolution appropriated nine 


*Miss Beecher was the Rector’s sister-in-law. *Dr. Brown’s sister-in-law. 
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hundred dollars for the musi¢. “Five hundred dollars thereof for 
the services of Dr. Jas. L. Brown, as organist and instructor accord- 
ing to the terms of agreement last year, and four hundred dollars 
for the services of Mrs. George Brown.” 

Perhaps to meet this additional expense another resolution follows 
that the pew rents be increased 33 I-3 per cent. to commence from 
May Ist next. The former resolution in March, 1863, was prepara- 
tory for EKaster—the opportune time for a choir to strike—for we 
observe the subsequent resolution is also recorded in March. 

The decease of Isaac Bluxome required a substitute to fill the va- 
cancy so John Priestly was elected Easter Monday, April 6, 1863. 
Otherwise the board remained without change. 

During the month of June the services of the Reverend Wm. S. 
Boardman* were engaged as assistant to the rector to take the place 
of the Rev. Mr. Copeland, who had become too ill to act. He died 
the following year of tuberculosis. 


DEATH OF JAMES WALLACE 


In July, 1863, the following preamble and resolutions are re- 
corded: “Whereas—since the last regular meeting of the vestry 
it has pleased Almighty God to remove from our midst James 
Wallace, Esq., long connected with the vestry and a warden of the 
parish of Saint Luke’s— 


RESOLVED, That in the death of Mr. Wallace it has lost one of its 
most efficient, wise and devoted members, who was always ready 
with his means, his prayers and his time, to advance the welfare of 
this parish. 

REsOLveED, That our thankfulness is due to the Great Head of the 
Church, that in the long life of our departed brother the parish, the 
Church at large, and society, had before them an example of zealous 
devotion to the great cause and Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 


RESOLVED, That in the Christian faith which sustained him till the 
last, we see the power and excellency of our holy religion, and a 
strong incentive in us individually, to cultivate that faith so fruitful 
in good works and so promising of a glorious reward in the world 
to come. 

*Six months before the engagement of Reverend Mr. Boardman as assistant 
to the rector, Reverend William David Walker, then a Deacon, afterwards 


Bishop of North Dakota, substituted in the place of Reverend Mr. Copeland, 
who became physically unable to serve. 
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REso.LveD, That this expression of our sympathy be communicated 
by the clerk to the family of the deceased in their affliction and the 
action of the vestry be placed on our Record. 


Mr. Wallace was elected to the Board of Vestry Easter Monday, 
April 20, 1846, and, in 1850, he was advanced to the office of Junior 
Warden which he continued to hold until his death in 1863. 

On March toth, 1864, the treasurer presented his report of trans- 
actions since November 2nd, 1863, showing: 


Balance due: Bim! on that dates vanties eek patos las ace Ge ee $4,119.22 
To: Salaries) Repairs and Sappiesstd dateres.co cece ttc a eee 1,596.00 
eA ROLES ES MCGEE et CeS Tis eke Sh wut ainae tne nh ete th unm il aan) Sa ae a 446.12 
” Repairs to Church and Parsonage since last report .............. 470.81 
» Albert South if full’ for Bond ‘and Mobrteave ly.) o.oo ees 3,000.00 
” Legal expenses attending change of Mortgage .................. 109.84 
9,741.99 
By received from Julia Ann Beecher for loan on Bond and 

Mortgage. of the) vestry G2 Sree eee ee ay Cee $7,000.00 

A Church Olt ex ing sstaiag wane oer aor wee ia Mee Toe eee 80.21 

POV TOMES 1a Soa. ip Pa e eeer k ad gate ety Unease em 778.63 
7) “Erinity; Church: Stipend’ 4 des ewer ene tee eee 1,500.00 9,358.84 
Balance: due Treasurer 21/2a.e one ee 383.15 


The Special Committee reported that the repairs to the church 
edifice and parsonage were completed, that much more had been 
found necessary than anticipated, and that the whole had been thor- 
oughly put in good repair. The cost of said repairs amounting to 
$3,579.71. The Special Committee received a vote of thanks “for 
the fidelity with which its duties had been performed.” A resolution 
follows that the salary of William Ely, as sexton of the church, be 
increased by one hundred dollars ($100) for the year commencing 
_ from February Ist last.” And another resolution “that the salary 
of the rector be increased five hundred dollars ($500) per annum, 
to take effect ist of May next.” Also a third one “that the charge 
for opening any burial vault in the grounds of this church be from 
this time Five dollars in place of Three dollars heretofore charged.” 

At the Easter Monday election, April 1st, 1864, Mr. Francis 
Pott was chosen to fill the office of junior warden made vacant by 


{ 
| 


; 











FIFTH RECTOR I4I 


the death of Mr. James Wallace, and Mr. John F. Mitchell supplied 
the vacancy in the vestry. The Board was as follows: 


ANTHONY B. McDONALD ) 
FRANCIS POTT i Wardens 


TALBOT PIRSSON 
WILLIAM C. MOORE 
ISAAC SELTZER 
ILLIAM P. WALLACE 
JOHN D. BLUXOME Vestrymen 
J. J. AYMER 
JOHN PRIESTLY 
JOHN F. MITCHELL 


MR. McDONALD, Treasurer and MR. MOORE, Clerk. 


A communication was received from Mr. John F. Mitchell to the 
rector, declining to act as vestryman, whereupon a motion resolved 
that the declination be not accepted, and that the rector be authorized 
to communicate to Mr. Mitchell such action, which resulted in a 
favorable response. | 


REVEREND DOCTOR FORBES 


The following communication from the rector was read aloud to 
the vestry: “Whereas the Rev. Dr. Forbes since his return from the 
Roman Church to his former connection with our pure branch of the 
Catholic Church, has had no situation in which to resume stated 
ministerial offices—and as there is reason to believe he would 
gladly engage in such offices in connection with this parish; your 
rector begs leave to ask of this vestry the appointment of Doctor 
Forbes as associate minister of Saint Luke’s Church—the rector to 
enter into such arrangement of services with him as may be mutually 
satisfactory.” 

“On motion Resolved, that in accordance with the foregoing com- 
munication, the Reverend John Murray Forbes, D.D., be appointed 
associate minister of this parish.” 

The vestry by ballot elected the three following named delegates 
to the annual conventon of the Diocese, Messrs. A. B. McDonald, 
Francis Pott and William P. Wallace. 


142 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


At a meeting held in March, 1865, the treasurer presented a 
remarkable statement which declared for the first time in many years 
that a balance existed in the treasury to the credit of the church in 
amount $41.96. Consequently encouragement was diffused and a 
project held in abeyance as non-essential, was openly introduced and 
discussed. Stained glass in the windows would so much enhance 
the ecclesiastical beauty of the dear old church, so a committee com- 
prising Messrs. Seltzer and Priestly, with the rector, was appointed 
on the internal improvements of the edifice. 

An application was received from Mr. Clinton Roosevelt to 
obtain the consent of the vestry to the transfer of title to himself 
of the vault in Saint Luke’s ground formerly owned by Mrs. Jane 
O. Paradise. The whole matter was referred to Mr. John F. 
Mitchell with power. 


EASTER, 1865 


On Easter Monday, April 17th, 1865, two new members were 
elected on the vestry to take the seats of Mr. Talbot Pirsson and Mr. 
J. J. Aymer. They were Mr, Alexander L. McDonald (nephew of 
Mr. A. B. McDonald) and Mr. Edward Taylor. No other changes 
are recorded, and Mr. McDonald remained Treasurer and Mr. Wm. 
C. Moore, Clerk. 

Mr. McDonald presented his report since last meeting, showing 
a balance due the treasurer of $266.86. The committee on internal 
improvements of the church edifice reported verbally that sufficient 
amount had been secured for the intended alterations, so it was re- 
solved “that the same committee be continued with power, to put 
stained glass in the present sashes and make such other improve- 
ments as the funds collected would warrant.” 

At a meeting held December 21st, 1865, the subject of the 
Reverend Doctor Forbes’ connection was introduced and the follow- 
ing action taken: 

Wuereas, The vestry has learned with regret that the Reverend 


Doctor Forbes considered his arrangement as associate minister at 
Saint Luke’s Church as existing only for one year; 
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ResotvepD, That the clerk of the vestry be instructed to convey 
the thanks of the rector, wardens and vestry to Doctor Forbes for 
his very kind gratuitous and acceptable services and request that 
if consistent with his feelings and duties, he will renew his recent 
ministerial relations with this church. Should the Reverend Doctor 
Forbes decline this associate ministry— 


RESOLVED, As the sense of ths vestry, that a course of sermons on 
the principles of the Church of the reformation, or more especially 
on the “39 Articles” in relation to the Roman dogmas of religion, if 
delivered at such times (say on Sunday evenings) when those of 
various parishes could gratify their desire to hear the Doctor on 
points which no one else could so well handle—these sermons would 
supply a very pressing want of instruction in these times. It would 
be very gratifying to the vestry to have such a course of sermons or 
lectures delivered in Saint Luke’s Church. 

Reverend Doctor Forbes complied with this earnest request, and 
the *Reverend Edward Robert Atwill served as assistant to the 
rector. 

On March 2nd, 1866, the treasurer presented his report showing 
a balance due to him at this date of $223.65. The committee on 
pews presented a report showing the amount to be realized in a year 
from the pews if all were rented of $2,746, and the amount actually 


received in the year ending March, 1863 11 al be ORR Hix oD. 8h $1,482.92 
fi hieanea 4 a te MO eeseleserssversneocsereserseescoremner toch 1,593.36 
a ear 4 a Ae TEO5  encssoorccssresessesornserrneecsrenrerser 1,703-13 
" Baas ak? 4 SACI G gy, pooh iene oy DLN ode lecherso 2,070.95 


It was resolved that the sum of one thousand dollars be raised 
for parish purposes and the mode be left to the rector and wardens. 

A donation of one hundred dollars was voted on for the sexton, 
Wm. Ely, to be paid semi-annually but the payment to be made only 
in case of satisfactory conduct on his part, that he be informed of this 
condition, and also that failure of compliance may risk the loss of his 
place. Perhaps the near approach of Easter actuated the vestry 
to vote other donations—one hundred to the organist and another 
one hundred to the soprano, Mrs. George W. Brown. 

Easter Monday fell on April 2nd, and the certificate of election 
for 1866 states the substitution of two new names on the board— 


*Afterwards Bishop of Western Missouri. 
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Charles Hedges in the place of John F. Mitchell, and Joseph Blux- 
ome, M.D., instead of his brother, John D. Bluxome. The Wardens 
remained the same, Messrs. McDonald and Pott, and the treasurer 
and clerk were same as before. 

A paragraph shows that Mr. McDonald lost some member of his 
family about this time, and states that he be allowed the use of any 
vacant vault in the church plot until he has completed some other 
arrangement. The name of the deceased is not recorded in the 
minutes, but it was Anthony Bleecker McDonald, Jr., his only son. 
A few years later a white marble altar was placed in the chancel of 
Saint Luke’s as a memorial to him. 

Another paragraph alludes to the removal at that time of Saint 
Thomas’ Church. “Mr. Isaac Seltzer was appointed a committee to 
inquire as to the cost of the pews and cushions at Saint Thomas’ 
Church and the Church of the Divine Unity—the said buildings 
having to be shortly removed.” Following two disagreeable items 
in the report of the committee on supplies and repairs, that the organ 
and the roof of the church needed repairing, Mr. McDonald made 
a cheerful announcement “that Trinity Church had granted one 
thousand dollars to our rector for the ensuing year, the amount 
to be paid quarterly commencing from February Ist last.” A res- 
olution immediately followed “that the thanks of the rector, wardens 
and vestry of Saint Luke’s Church be tendered to the vestry of 
Trinity Church for their action.” Mr. McDonald was appointed a 
committee to carry the resolution into effect. 


SISTERHOOD OF SAINT MARY 


On Tuesday morning, May Ist, 1866, being Saint Philip and 
Saint James’ Day, an unusual service took place within the walls of 
old Saint Luke’s. It occasioned wide-spread attention, and some 
adverse comment from a few Episcopal ministers, but chiefly 
from the brethren of the Roman Catholic faith. 

Two years previous a new religious order, called the Protestant 
Episcopal “Sisterhood of Saint Mary,” was established in this city 
under the auspices of the Right Reverend Bishop Horatio Potter, 
and some of the leading clergy of the diocese. 
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Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., rector of Saint Luke’s Church, 
was chosen by the Bishop to be its first chaplain. The rules of the 
organization prescribed that its members should devote themselves 
exclusively to works of mercy, by attending the sick, aiding the poor, 
and disseminating Christian instruction among the young. The mem- 
bership was limited to unmarried ladies, or widows over thirty ; and 
in order to be admitted it was necessary for them to make a pro- 
fession that they would be subject to the rules of the institution, 
and to continue their pious labors till the urgent necessities of their 
kindred or some special Providence called them from their sphere of 
duty. In such case the Bishop was empowered to release them from 
their obligations. 

At that time (1866) there were five sisters and several on proba- 
tion in the House of Mercy, Saint Barnabas’ House, and the asylum 
for children known as “The Sheltering Arms.” The following is a 
copy from a New York newspaper: 


“UNUSUAL PROTESTANT CEREMONY” 
“NOVEL AND IMPOSING SERVICES IN SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH” 
“SISTER AGNES” IS CONSECRATED 


“Yesterday was set apart for the reception of a lady, who had been 
some time on probation as a candidate for admission to the Sisterhood of Saint 
Mary, and the ceremony, which was peculiar and imposing, took place before 
a large congregation in Saint Luke’s Church, Hudson Street. The service on 
the occasion was one prepared specially by Bishop Potter. 

At 11 o'clock, amid a solemn voluntary, a large clerical procession moved 
from the robing-room to the chancel. Among those near the altar were the 
Right Reverend Bishop Potter, Reverend Doctor Morgan Dix, rector of 
Trinity Church; Reverend Doctor Richey, Reverend Doctor Tuttle, rector of 
Saint Luke’s; Reverend Mr. Doane of Connecticut, son of the late Bishop 


- Doane; Reverend Mr. Shackleford, Reverend Mr. Cookson, Reverend Doctor 


Johnson of Brooklyn and Reverend Mr. Hillyard. 

The members of the Sisterhood, with the new candidate for reception, 
each attired in the black habit of their order which resembled that of the 
Catholic Sisters of Charity, occupied seats in the front pews near the lectern. 

The ceremonies were preceded by the Ante-Communion Service, after 
which the Sisters knelt before the altar, while the choir and congregation sang 
the grand hymn of Whitsuntide, commencing 


“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator, come, 
Inspire these souls of Thine!” 


When the sound of the Gloria Patria, with which the hymn closed, had 
died away, Bishop Potter rose and addressed the new Sister in words of ex- 
hortation. He said she had voluntarily come to devote herself to the offices of 
charity and mercy in the “Sisterhood of Saint Mary,” and to consecrate herself 
to the high and holy duties of her new profession. He then offered a prayer 
that God might bestow on her the grace necessary to fulfill the self-imposed 
and pious obligations. 
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The Bishop then asked the new Sister if she was ready voluntarily to 
devote herself exclusively to the work of charity, and she replied in the affirma- 
tive. The Bishop’s next question was, would she be subject to the rules of 
the “Sisterhood of Saint Mary,” and she answered, “Yes.” The Bishop, after 
some further questions, offered a prayer, and at the close, pronounced that the 
Sister was solemnly set apart for the Christian work of the organization 
dedicated to Saint Mary. 

He then took her by the right hand and acknowledged her as a member 
of the “Sisterhood of Saint Mary” and at the same time gave her the title of 
“Sister Agnes”—a name different from her own and by which she will be 
known in the future. 

When the Bishop had ended this portion of the ceremony the clergy in 
the chancel formed a semi-circle around the new Sister and sang antiphonally 
the hymn embodied in the service for the Ordination of Priests— 


“Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire; 
Thou, the Anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart.” 


The Communion Service followed the Offertory which was devoted 
to the Sisterhood. After the Bishop, assisted by Doctor Tuttle, had consecrated 
the elements they were received by the clergy, a portion of the congregation and 
the Sisters. 


The services closed with the Benediction.” 


In conjunction with the account of the preceding ceremony, it is 
curiously interesting to note a criticism of it which appeared a few 
days after in the “Freeman’s Journal,” a Roman Catholic organ. 


“We must reprobate two things done and sanctioned by Bishop Potter. 
He is deeply burdening his own soul and the soul of the honest young women, 
by getting them to take vows of chastity, etc., which may torment them all their 
lives with well-founded doubts if they get married afterwards. And this is done 
too, if we may credit the notice in the ‘Express’ in regard to one who recently 
became a member in the Protestant Sisterhood. That is very rash and very bad! 
May God forgive poor Bishop Potter, and lead the young woman to where she 
may have the grace to sustain the obligations she has rashly assumed, or else to 
have resolved for her the embarrassments of her position in a manner that may 
satisfy her conscience. Our Protestant neighbors who are pitying Popery have 
great need of the advice of the Proverb, ‘that children and fools ought not to 
play with edged tools!’ 


“The second thing we decidedly object to, is the dressing up these 
Protestant women in the peculiar garb of Orders of women in the Catholic 
Church. This is a thing so unbecoming, so positively disgraceful that we can- 
not believe any decent Protestant woman will consent to be guilty of it after 
attention is drawn to the matter. What kind of men would they be, who without 
any title to do so, would strut around in the uniform of the United States Army 
officers? It is a flagrant shame and disgrace and would stamp those who did it 
as mountebanks and false pretenders! 


“Let these women if they cannot be comfortable in common clothes, array 


themselves so as that they would not be mistaken for Catholic Sisters of 
Charity.” 


| | 


. 
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Despite opposition and criticism the “Sisterhood of Saint Mary” 
has prospered and broadened its devotional work for the good of the 
Church and of humanity. 

The community as at present constituted has more than one hun- 
dred professed Sisters in addition to the Novices and Postulants. 
The following is a list of the institutions in charge of the professed 
Sisters in addition to the convents at Peekskill, N. Y., and Kenosha, 
Wis. : 


New York City ..... Saint Mary’s Free Hospital for Children 

Newyork, City. .<.:. The Wilkes Dispensary 

NalnaliaenINe Yot ye sus The House of Mercy 

eintcarore hiln. Sere Saint Mary’s House for Children 

Mimnursti elite ecu. Saint Mary’s House 

ool ye mend eee Me ar Ue Saint Mary’s House 

Kenosha, Wis. ...... Kemper Hall 

Davenport, Iowa ....Saint Katherine’s School 

Sewanee, Tenn. ..... Saint Mary’s-on-the-Mountain, A training school for 
mountain girls 

Norwalk, Conny iv 2c: Saint Mary’s Summer Hospital 

Peekskill, N. Y. ....Saint Mary’s School, Mount Saint Gabriel 


Saint Martha’s House, Industrial Training School 
The Noyes Memorial House for convalescent children 


In the sacristy of old Saint Luke’s, September, 1865, Sister Har- 
riet was elected the first Mother Superior of the Community, the 
chaplain, Doctor Tuttle, presiding. Later on the Reverend Doctor 
Morgan Dix succeeded Doctor Tuttle as chaplain. 

In November, 1866, Mrs. Sarah Byles, who had held for many 
years a mortgage on the parsonage made application for an in- 
creased rate of interest. The subject was referred to the treasurer 
with authority to fix the rate of interest to be paid on the mortgage. 

The rector, after reporting he had engaged the services of the 
Reverend Joseph D. Wilson as his assistant for one year, presented 
the following preamble and resolution which was adopted. 

Wuereas, The Sunday School of this parish has far outgrown 
the capacity of the large room lately erected for its use, and has to 
colonize classes in the church and also to convert the vestry room 


into a resort of the infant class numbering 240 children, thereby en- 
dangering the health of both teachers and scholars, and 


WueErEAS, To grapple successfully with the wants of this section 
we need more than twice our present Sunday School accommoda- 
tions, which may also be used for day schools and for the Young 
Men’s Association of the parish, therefore; 
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RESOLVED, That it devolves on this parish to put forth its utmost 
effort to erect such Sunday School and educational accommoda- 
tions ; and that the rector and senior warden be a committee to repre- 
sent to the Vestry of Trinity Church the necessity of such increased 
accommodations for the children about us, and to solicit for the 
purpose the use of the strip of ground between the premises 
occupied by Saint Luke’s Church and the lots on the east side of 
Greenwich Street. 

At a subsequent meeting held March Ist, 1867, the rector brought 
forward the subject of increased accommodations, requesting action, 
SO on motion it was resolved “that a committee of three be appointed 
to confer with architects and consider plans presented by them for 
the purpose.” Messrs. A. B. McDonald, John Priestly and Isaac 
Seltzer were chosen, with the rector added to the committee, ex- 
officio. 

“A communication was read by the rector from Dr. James L. 
Brown tendering his resignation as organist of the church to take 
effect on the 1st of May next. On motion it was resolved that the 
resignation of Dr. Brown and the whole subject of arrangement of 
the church music be referred to the committee on music with power 
within the restrictions to the amount now appropriated for that pur- 
pose.” A resolution of “appreciative thanks was presented to Mr. 
John Offley for his valuable and gratuitous services rendered to 
the music of the church for the past two years.” Mr. Offley was a 
nephew of Mr. John Priestly, the vestryman. A couple of weeks 
before Easter the music committee reported the engagement of Mr. 
Bulivart as organist for one year. Strangers seemed to be attracted 
to Saint Luke’s, for at this period the vestry enjoined upon the pew 
committee that notices be put in conspicuous places in the church 
directing all visitors to wait until shown to seats by the sexton, 
which duty he would perform when the Psalter was announced from 
the chancel. 

The Easter election of 1867 passed off without any change in 
the board or officers. Mr. A. B. McDonald reported that he had 
applied to Trinity Church for the renewal of the grant made last 
year of one thousand dollars towards the rector’s salary and had 
received a favorable response. The committee appointed to make 
application to Trinity Church for the use of ground in the rear of 





FIFTH RECTOR 149 


Saint Luke’s, for increased church and school accommodations, re- 


ported that the Vestry of Trinity had granted a lease of the ground, 


and furnished the following record of their action. 

Extract from Minutes of the Vestry of Trinity Church, New 
York, March 25th, 1867: 

“RESOLVED, That a lease be granted to Saint Luke’s Church in 
the city of New York, of the piece of ground bounded easterly 
by the westerly line of property heretofore granted to Saint Luke’s 
Church, southerly by the extension of the southerly line of such 
property to the easterly line of lots on Greenwich Street, west- 
erly by the easterly line of lots on Greenwich Street and north- 
erly by the extension of the northerly line of the said property 
of Saint Luke’s Church to the easterly line of the lots on Green- 
wich Street for the term of twenty-one years from the first of 
May next, at the yearly rent of one dollar if demanded, on con- 
dition that the same shall be occupied by the said Church for the 
use of the Church or Sunday and Parochial Schools, or other 
of its church organizations and for no other use or purpose, and 
upon the further condition that a building or buildings for one 
or other purposes shall be erected upon the demised premises 
within two years from the commencement of said term.” 


A true copy. 
Signed—G. M. OGDEN, 
Clerk. 


RESOLVED, ““That the thanks of the vestry be presented to the rector 
wardens and vestrymen of Trinity Church for their grant of the 
lease of ground for church and school purposes, and also for the 
grant of one thousand dollars to increase the salary of our rector for 
the current year.” 

In September, 1867, a letter from Dr. Joseph Bluxome was read 
by the pastor stating on account of a future residence out of town he 
was compelled to present his resignation as a vestryman of the 
parish. The rector likewise announced the engagement of the Rever- 
end Joseph W. Hill as assistant minister for the ensuing year. The 
miusic committee reported that in consequence of Mr. Bulivart having 
declined to carry out his engagement as organist of the church, they 
had been obliged to look elsewhere and had therefore secured the 
services of Mr. R. G. Paige as organist for the following year at a 
salary of $800 per annum—he agreeing to give instruction in music 
three times a week to the choir. 
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SECOND SUNDAY SCHOOL BUILDING 


The committee on providing increased accommodations for Sun- 
day School and other church purposes, reported several plans and 
estimates had been received and considered, and recommended a 
plan for a building on the north side of the church, 64 ft. by 28 ft. 
in dimensions and similar in style to the Sunday School building on 
the south side of the church. The plan recommended by the com- 
mittee was adopted, and it was voted to proceed with the building 
as soon as sufficient funds were raised to make it expedient. In 
November the committee made the glad announcement that three 
thousand dollars had been subscribed toward the erection of another 
Sunday School and a contract had been made with Messrs. Ogden 
and Mount to put up the building for the sum of five thousand and 
fifty dollars ($5050) and that the work had already been started. 

Mr. Anthony B. McDonald presented the lease from Trinity 
Church for the lot of ground upon which the new Sunday School 
building was to be erected. 


BoUNDARIES OF Lot.—Easterly by the westerly line of property hereto- 
fore granted by the parties of the first part to the parties of the second part. 
Southerly by the prolongation of the southerly line of said property to the 
easterly line of lots now or formerly of the parties of the first part jutting on 
Greenwich Street. Westerly by the said easterly line of said lots, and northerly 
by the prolongation of the northerly line of the said property, heretofore 
granted by the parties of the first part to the parties of the second part to the 
said easterly line of the said lots on Greenwich Street. 


TERMS OF LEASE.—Twenty-one years from Ist May, 1867, at an annual 
rent of one dollar, “if demanded,” any taxes or assessments on the property 
during term of lease to be borne by Saint Luke’s Church and the property not 
to be sub-let, or used for other purposes than the erection thereon of church 
and school buildings, and materials may be taken down and carried away by 
Saint Luke’s Church.” 


It being required that a counterpart of said lease be executed 
by the Corporation of Saint Luke’s Church, “the clerk was author- 
ized to affix their seal and duly execute the counterpart lease from 
Trinity Church.” On January 16, 1868, the building committee 
reported that the masons and carpenters had finished their part of 
the new school building, and that the whole work would probably 
be completed in the course of one week. The subject of obtaining 
funds to meet the balance of bills unprovided for, was then discussed 
and the treasurer was authorized to give Messrs. Ogden and Mount 








FIFTH RECTOR 151 


the obligation of the corporation for the balance due them, whenever 
the new building is put in a condition satisfactory to the building 
committee. 

On account of the new building and extra work devolving on the 
sexton, Mr. Wm. Ely, a Christmas gratuity of fifty dollars was pre- 
sented to him by the vestry. 

As the Eighth Avenue Railroad Company which ran cars in the 
middle of the street opposite the church had never finished the cross- 
ing to Grove Street properly, it was voted to bring the matter to the 
attention of the company and request that a cross walk of flat stone 
be laid between the rails of their tracks. 

A committee of Mr. Edward Taylor and Mr. John H. Pulis was 
appointed to learn what steps could be taken to escape the assess- 
ment on the church for the paving of Hudson Street. This com- 
mittee reported a few months later that the City Corporation had 
passed a resolution appropriating funds to repay the church the 
amount, but that it would have to come through the tax levy at the 
next meeting of the Legislature. To this committee was also re- 
ferred the bill for assessment for opening sewers in Grove Street, 
confirmed October 31st, 1862, for $81.69. 

At the Easter election, Monday, April 13, 1868, the vacancy 
on the board made by the resignation of Dr. Bluxome was supplied 
by the choice of Milo B. Root—one time vestryman at Christ Church, 
Hudson, N. Y., when Doctor Tuttle was rector. The same war- 
dens were re-elected and all other officers re-appointed. After the 
reading of the treasurer’s statement showing a balance due him of 
$1,680.09, it was decided to apply to Trinity Church for additional 
aid to carry on the work with still greater efficiency in this particu- 
lar district of the city. The rector and Mr. Anthony B. McDonald 
were appointed a committee to present the application to Trinity. 
Later on the committee presented the following satisfactory re- 
sult, viz: 

Extract from the Minutes of the Vestry of Trinity Church, N. Y., 
July 12th, 18609. 

ResotveD, That an allowance be made to Saint Luke’s Church, 


New York of Ten Thousand dollars for one year from the first 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine—Payable 
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monthly, to be in lieu of all their pecuniary grants heretofore 
made for the same church, or its benefit, which grants are hereby 
repeated, and it is hereby declared that the above grant is made 
upon the understanding that the said church shall itself raise two 
thousand one hundred dollars for the expenses of its parish besides 
defraying the cost of the charitable work of said parish, and also 
upon the understanding that the ordinary expenses of said church 
shall not exceed Eleven Thousand six hundred dollars. 


A true copy. 
Signed: G. M. OGDEN, Clerk.. 


The certificate of election for Easter Monday, March 29th, 1869, 
shows the presence of two names, John H. Pulis and Julian Botts, 
in place of Wm. P. Wallace and John Priestly, resigned. The consent 
of the vestry was requested for the assignment to Edward A. Fraser 
of City of Brooklyn of the right and title to vault No. 66, in Saint 
Luke’s churchyard, formerly conveyed to Thomas Snowden now de- 
ceased, and that the Seal of the Corporation be affixed, and the con- 
sent endorsed on instrument of assignment. The consent was given 
by the vestry. The vault committee was authorized to increase the 
rate for governing the opening of vaults in the churchyard, for the 
price formerly paid was at the present time quite inadequate to the 
expense of the work. 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 


A parochial day school was started in the new building on the 
north of the church with forty children in attendance under the 
supervision of Miss Ellen Van Kleeck, sister of the well-known 
Reverend Doctor Robert Van Kleeck. Application for an appro- 


priation was made to the State Legislature on account of it, and the 


Comptroller awarded $271, which the vestry applied at once for the 
benefit of the school. 

The rector having announced that he had engaged the services 
of the Reverend C. M. Parkman as assistant from June Ist, 1869, for 
one year—it was “Resolved, that the rector continue to have power 
to appoint and change his assistant as when authorized and receiving 
appropriations from Trinity Church, that said assistant be recog- 
nized as assistant of Saint Luke’s Church ; and that the rector draw 
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on the treasurer for salary of said assistant, not to exceed seventeen 
hundred dollars.” In connection for raising money to defray the 
cost of new gas fixtures in the church, a resolution follows “that the 
sanction of the rector be obtained for all efforts to raise money in the 
parish and the result of such efforts be reported to the rector for the 
use of the vestry and for making up the parochial reports to the 
Convention. The delegates to the Diocesan Convention were Messrs. 
A. B. McDonald, Francis Pott and Charles Hedges. 

. During Lent in the year 1870 Doctor Tuttle entertained and in- 
structed his congregation with delightful talks on Egypt and the 
Holy Land. These lectures were given in the large Sunday School 
room on the south side of the church which was inadequate to 
accommodate the audience that comprised not only members of 
Saint Luke’s, but parishioners of Saint John’s Chapel in Varick 
Street, Ascension Church in 14th Street, and Saint John’s Memorial 
in 11th Street. To obtain more space it was necessary to roll open 
the doors dividing the room from the church. 

Mr. Cyrus Curtis, who was instrumental in providing opportunity 
for Doctor Tuttle to visit the Holy Land, attended the lectures with 
his family. | | 

Another Lent at the Wednesday evening services he gave a 
course of sermons on the Book of Daniel when Saint Luke’s was 
crowded to its doors. Another time he chose Ezekiel, and in this 
manner he made Lent for his people a season of beneficial instruc- 
tion as well as of spiritual profit. 

Just previous to Easter Monday, April 18th, 1870, the rector 
received the resignation of Mr. Wm. C. Moore, who had served on 
the vestry since 1855 and as clerk since 1859. He had also served 
with the rector on the board of directors of the Orphan’s Home 
and Asylum. Mr. Frederick Cairns was elected to fill the vacancy 
on the vestry. 


NEW ORGAN 


At a meeting held May 12th, the subject of a new organ was 
introduced and discussed; it was not only considered desirable, but 
an actual necessity. A committee was appointed to obtain estimates 
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and subscriptions. It comprised Mr. Julian Botts and Mr. Isaac 
Seltzer with the rector as chairman. The music committee reported 
a great improvement in the choir over last year, and that a fine alto 
had been engaged, but the old organ was a serious impediment to 
artistic success. It had been installed the second year of Doctor 
Ives’ rectorate (1830) and cost $1,100 “with an allowance for the 
old instrument.” “The old instrument” was the very first organ pur- 
chased by the vestry, in the year 1824, and cost $235. This sum was 
not insignificant at that early date for it seemed to exceed the re- 
sources of the treasury and necessitated a resolution to increase the 
pew rents twenty per cent. in order to pay the balance of the manu- 
facturer’s bill. His name was Mr. Redstone. The second organ, 
obtained in 1830, was built by the Erben Bros., noted manufacturers 
of the day, and its durability during forty years of service testified to 
their well-deserved reputation. 


On the 27th of March, 1871, Mr. Julian Botts reported for the 
committee that the new organ was nearly finished, “the builder 
expecting to place it in the church by Easter Day,” also that the 
subscriptions so far amounted to about twelve hundred dollars. 
Unfortunately, however, Easter came and went without the added 
joyousness of a new organ, for it was not until Thursday evening, 
June 8th, that the formal opening of the new organ was celebrated. 


When a question arose as to the payment of the balance due Mr. 
Farle, the builder, a resolution states “that it is considered inexr- 
pedient to make a collection on the occasion of opening the new 
organ,” but that the treasurer be authorized to pay the deficit—“the 
amount to be refunded by subscription and other measures.” The 
entire cost of the organ does not appear on the records. It gave 
satisfaction sixteen years and probably might have lasted as long 
as its predecessor if a fire had not completely destroyed it in the 
winter of 1886. 
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BAPTISMAL FONT 


In March, 1871, the rector read the following letter to the vestry: 


New York, Feb’ry 27th, 1871. 


Rev'd. and Dear Sir: 


My brother is buried in one of the vaults of Saint Luke’s churchyard 
and my mother and family desire to place a memorial of and for him in the 
church itself. After an examination of the interior it seems to us that a new 
font might be accepted by yourself and the vestry, and we accordingly offer to 
place in Saint Luke’s church a new stone font as a memorial of the departed 
son and brother. The font will be designed by H. M. Congdon, architect, and 
the work done by Messrs. J. and R. Lamb, under his supervision. We think 
that the font will be a fair adorning to God’s House and, while no condition is 
annexed to the gift, we do most earnestly hope and ask that in the event of the 
removal or the rebuilding of the church, some provision may be made for the 
preservation of this memorial either by the entry of an appropriate resolution 
upon the minutes of the clerk of the vestry, or in such other way as may seem 
to you most becoming. 

I shall be most happy, if you so desire, to show you the design for the 
font at any time and to have your views as to an inscription. 


I remain, Rev'd. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant and son in the Church, 


CHAS. T. MIDDLEBROOK.” 
Rev'd. I. H. Tuttle, D.D. 


On motion the offer was accepted and the letter ordered to be 
placed in full on the minutes, and the rector was appointed a com- 
mittee to communicate the action of the vestry to Mr. Middlebrook. 
The font referred to in this letter stands at present in the baptistry 
of the new church, having been moved with the other memorials— 
the pulpit, lectern and altar cross. 

The rector at this meeting announced he had engaged the services 
of the Reverend C. B. Coffin as his assistant at a salary of sixteen 
hundred per annum. Mr. Coffin proved so acceptable to the vestry 
they increased his salary to seventeen hundred the following year, 
but in the summer of 1874 he suddenly died. A young deacon from 
Oklahoma, the Reverend Mr. Gunn, who was taking an advanced 
course of study at the Theological Seminary, assisted Mr. Coffin with 
the services during the absence of the rector in the summer in return 
for instruction in Hebrew. Until his advancement to the priesthood 
and permanent return to Oklahoma, the vestry voted one hundred 
dollars every year to the Reverend Mr. Gunn. 
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On Easter Monday, April toth, 1871, Charles Samuel Ward. 


M.D., son-in-law of the rector, was elected to a seat in the vestry 


left vacant by Mr. Frederick Cairns, who asked to be relieved on 
account of his professional work at Columbia University. How- 
ever, later on Prof. Cairns returned to the vestry. With the excep- 
tion of Dr. Ward’s election the board remained the same as in 1870. 

In September, 1871, Mr. R. G. Paige, who had served as organist 
since 1867, resigned his office, and was succeeded by Mr. Carl 
Florio, a typical professional musician with a foreign air. His 
particular kind had never before been seen at Saint Luke’s. His 
long thick hair had an inclination to fall over his eyes, necessitating 
frequent jerks of the head backward to restore it to its proper place. 
To the youthful parishioner he was a picturesque figure and a 
creature of romance. It was said he had lived the life of a gypsy, 
having been stolen in youth, but later years disclosed his paternal 
name to be Robjohn. However, he preferred his gypsy cognomen 
and “Florio” he was called by all the young sentimental parishioners. 
The adults admitted he was a musical genius, but rather an expen- 
sive luxury, for a salary of $900 to the organist was unprecedented 
at Saint Luke’s. After serving a year and a half he wrote a letter 
to the rector which sealed his fate, and an ordinary mortal was en- 
gaged to take his place. 

He wished to notify the vestry he had received a call from Balti- 
more, but thought he would remain at Saint Luke’s, provided his 
salary should be increased to one thousand dollars, and that he be 
allowed one month’s vacation instead of two weeks. Unfavorable 
remarks were made by several of the vestry in relation to the sub- 
ject, when Mr. John Pulis offered the following resolution, which 
being seconded, was unanimously carried. 

“RESOLVED, That Mr. Carl Florio be notified that he is relieved 
from his obligation to give two months’ notice of intention to leave 
his position to enable him to accept at once the call made to him 
from Baltimore.” 

He was succeeded by Mr. John William Carpenter, April 1873, 
with a salary of eight hundred which was soon advanced to nine 
hundred, and with a growing appreciation of his qualities the vestry 
in the year 1875, on its own initiative, voted to increase the amount 
to one thousand dollars per annum. 
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On September 25th, 1871, action was taken in the matter of the 
bond and mortgage of Miss Julia Ann Beecher for $7,000, dated 
November 11th, 1863. 


“RESOLVED, That the sum of seven thousand dollars ($7,000) be 
borrowed on mortgage of the plot of ground on which said church 
stands, being one hundred and twenty-five feet (125 feet) on Hudson 
Street in said city, between Barrow and Christopher Streets. One 
hundred and twenty-five feet (125 feet) in the rear and one hundred 
and twenty-five feet (125 feet) on each side, the said sum to be 
applied to the payment of a mortgage on said premises for seven 
thousand dollars to Miss Julia A. Beecher, dated November 11th, 
1863, and that an application be made to Trinity Church to give 
the same priority to such new mortgage as was given to the mort- 
gage of Julia A. Beecher over the mortgages held by Trinity Church. 

The clerk was authorized to affix the Corporate Seal to any legal 
papers that may be required in carrying out the above Resolution.” 


On February 7th, 1872, the finance committee reported they had 
effected a loan of $7,000 from the Union Dime Savings Institution 
secured by a mortgage on the church property, and with said $7,000 
had cancelled the mortgage held by Miss Julia A. Beecher. 

The health of the rector’s wife had become impaired, causing the 
family anxiety, and it was attributed to the dampness of the par- 
sonage and imperfect drainage, so’ a committee comprising Messrs. 
A. B. McDonald, Francis Pott, Milo B. Root and Edward Taylor, 
was appointed to investigate the unsanitary condition of the house 
and premises. 

At a following meeting in February, 1872, the committee reported 
an architect had been engaged to carefully survey the grounds and 
building. “It was his opinion in order to obviate dampness, it was 
indispensable to make an area on the side, and drain the yard and 
house. Then pull down the piazza in the rear which occasioned 
great dampness. In regard to the inside he felt some doubt about the 
ability to control the dampness, but it might be obviated by placing 
a drain pipe around the walls and through the grounds under the 
floor. He approved of the plan of extension but thought the greatest 
importance was to drain thoroughly.” 
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The committee gave the cost of extension and improvements in 
the neighborhood of $3,000 and proposed that the work should be 
done during the summer. The report was accepted and the same 
committee was continued with full power. 

Easter Monday in the year 1872, happened on April 1st, when the 
annual election took place. No change occurred on the board. Mr. 
A. B. McDonald and Mr. Francis Pott were re-elected wardens. 
The former retained the office of treasurer and Mr. Isaac Seltzer 
remained clerk. 


SAINT LUKE’S HOME 


The period between the years 1870 and 1876 was an unusually 
active and crowded one for the rector of Saint Luke’s. Never 
swerving from, nor neglecting parochial duties, he gave needful time 
and attention to the welfare of “Saint Luke’s Home for Indigent 
Christian Females,” as the institution was then called. He was 
president of the board of trustees and managers, and chairman of 
the building committee—for a new and larger edifice was deemed 
indispensable. Plans and estimates had to be considered and a suit- 
able piece of property chosen. The northeast corner of Madison 
Avenue and 89th Street was finally selected in 1871, and in 1872 
the inmates were moved from 487 Hudson Street to the new ‘Home.’ 

In those days the only public transit was by horse-car, a slow and 
tedious journey, through Christopher Street connecting with the 
Madison Avenue cars, or by way of the Eighth Avenue line trans- 
ferring at 86th Street, through the transverse road across Central 
Park. It was therefore thought best to hire carriages for the re- 
moval, which were the old-fashioned boxed kind seating four per- 
sons vis-a-vis. An eye witness describes the event like a long fun- 
eral procession with a sympathetic community gazing from the win- 
dows and sidewalks. 

The following historic details are transcribed from “Saint Luke's 
Home Tidings,” dated April 1oth, 1872. 
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“The desire for a noble and enduring monument of mercy and charity 
took possession of the hearts of the managers, the Church community promptly 
responding. Liberal offerings were made in the churches and by private 
hands, and a goodly sum raised for a new building, filling our hearts with hope 
and gladness. Suddenly, a dark shadow fell upon the prospect. Our institu- 
tion was among the first victims of the frequent and successful burglaries of 
United States Securities, and $22,000. in our treasury, collected and contributed 
by loving friends, disappeared in an hour by the practised hand of theft. It 
was beautiful, however, to witness the heroism of those cast down, but not 
destroyed. 


The good work was again resumed and prosecuted, and in May, 1870 
with $30,000. in the treasury, it was thought best to secure a site for the new 
‘Home,’ corner of Madison Avenue and 89th Street, at a cost of $34,000. It 
was deemed the part of wisdom to secure also three adjoining lots on 89th 
Street, as a Churchman offered to become responsible for these three lots, if 
at any time we should consider it advisable to relinquish them. Under so liberal 
a proposition, and especially as a Church so near the ‘Home’ was so very de- 
sirable, we ventured to engage the lots, hoping that in time some way would 
open for securing the Church which would be the true completion, as it is the 
beginning of charities. Well may we say, ‘What has God wrought?’ for on 
the very day that the spot for a church was dotted down on the rough plans 
of the ground a call by the Rector on one of this city’s noble churchwomen. 
opened the way for a long cherished object of the heart and she made the 
entire offering to God of a church in memory of her father and mother, to be 
called the ‘Church of the Beloved Disciple,’ where inmates of the ‘Home’ 
might always enjoy the privileges of the Sanctuary. 


Arrangements have been made in entire accordance with the consent and 
wishes of Miss Talman, the benefactress above referred to, for transferring 
the title of the land east of the ‘Home,’ on which she has provided for the 
erection of the Church, to the Church Corporation of the Beloved Disciple, 
as soon as it shall become organized, on condition that said corporation shall 
assume the payment of the lots held by the ‘Home’ and east of her grounds, 
and on the further condition that the row of church pews nearest the ‘Home’ 
should forever be for the free use of the inmates of the ‘Home.’ 

On the 18th of October, 1870, being Saint Luke’s Day, the corner'stone 
of the new Home was laid by Bishop Potter in presence of a large congregation 
including the aged inmates of the institution for whom seats were provided 
under a large tent. Addresses were made by several city rectors, the Bishop 
making the closing remarks, commending the work under the new aspects to 
God’s blessing. 


On the Ist of November following, the cornerstone of the Church of 
the Beloved Disciple was laid. On the Feast of Saint Luke, last year, the 29th 
Anniversary of the Home was celebrated in the old building, 487 Hudson 
Street. It was the last time that the inmates and the patrons of the in- 
stitution would keep the feast in this house, and the occasion was full of sad 
and tender interest, particularly among the older members of the family.” 


Then follows a detailed description of the exterior plan of the 
building, with very minute and expansive details of all particulars 
regarding the interior. 
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One item of the plan, which was not repeated in the present 


_ “Flome” building, corner of Broadway and 114th Street, reads, “As 


it might prove objectionable to leave persons old and feeble in health 
isolated, most of the rooms are made to communicate, so that the 
occupants, if socially disposed, may live in common, or by closing 
the door, enjoy entire privacy.” The total cost of construction was 
$55,000, being $1,000 less than the estimates called for. 


HOME FOR OLD MEN AND AGED COUPLES 


No sooner had the old ladies vacated the “Home” at 487 Hudson 
Street, when the rector of Saint Luke’s conceived the idea of filling 
its empty rooms with old men and aged couples. He called a meeting 
for consultation, the result of which was the filing of Articles of 
Incorporation according to law before the year 1872 had expired, 
naming the new institution a “Home for Old Men and Aged 
Couples.” The incorporators were Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., Thomas 
Gallaudet, D.D., Thomas P. Cummings, Isaac C. Kendall, William 
A. Duncan, Morgan Dix, D.D., Lloyd W. Wells, William Alexander 
Smith, Anthony B. McDonald, Charles H. Clayton, William Niblo, 
Henry K. Bogert, Francis Pott, David Pell Secor and Albert G. 
Thorp, Jr. 

The present “Home for Old Men and Aged Couples” stands on 
the corner of Amsterdam Avenue and 112th Street. 


CHURCH OF THE BELOVED DISCIPLE 


During the year 1871 when it was decided to move the “Home for 
Aged Women” to Madison Avenue and 89th Street, Doctor Tuttle’s 
mind was being agitated by the question of some near-by place of 
worship for the inmates. On Hudson Street, Saint Luke’s Church 
was next door to the institution and convenient for daily attendance 
at the services. No church existed in the immediate vicinity of 
Madison Avenue and 89th Street—a circumstance greatly deplored 
by the rector of Saint Luke’s, and one which he felt must in some 
way be obviated. 
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He had never met Miss Caroline Talman,* an aged lady of wealth, 
but through the kindness of a mutual acquaintance, he obtained a 
letter of introduction to her. She warmly responded to his appeal to 
erect the much-needed church next door to the “Home” as a memorial 
to her parents. One time, afterwards, she told him of her great joy in 
watching her beautiful memorial grow out of the vacant lots, and 
several years later on when she lost considerable investments by the 
defalcation of a trusted agent, she said it was impossible to thank 
him adequately for recommending to her an investment of which 
she could never be robbed. 

At first when the proposition to build the church was presented, 
she stipulated that Doctor Tuttle should be its rector, and that he 
should choose its name. With regard to the latter he asked as a 
favor that she would consult his wife, and to the former request he 
consented to act as nominal rector, for a complete severance from 
Saint Luke’s he could not consider. 

Notwithstanding Miss Talman’s advanced age, she called on Mrs. 


- Tuttle, who she knew was an invalid, and they mutually agreed upon 


the name of “The Beloved Disciple.” 

Then action was taken by Miss Talman to order a stained glass 
window for the chancel over the altar which in design should 
portray the name of the church. 

Doctor Tuttle served as nominal rector from 1873, when the 
formal opening and consecration took place, until Easter, 1879. Dur- 
ing this period the church was governed by a provisional board of 
trustees. They were Anthony Bleecker McDonald, Cyrus Curtis, 
Stephen P. Nash, Thomas P. Cummings and Francis Pott. In 1880 
“The Beloved Disciple” was received into union with the Conven- 
tion, and a board of vestry was elected. 


DEATH OF THE RECTOR’S WIFE AND DAUGHTER 
After the Easter election of 1873 at which no change transpired 


in the vestry, the rector moved his family from the parsonage to a 


house he built in East 86th Street, with the hope that a quieter and 


*Miss Talman also founded the John H. Talman Fellowship in the General 
Theological Seminary with a view of supplying perpetually a clergyman to 
assist in the services of the Church of the Beloved Disciple. Her parents’ 
names were: John Hubell Talman and Sarah Somerindyck Talman. 
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less thickly settled environment than Hudson Street might exert a 
beneficial influence on his wife’s declining health. It was without 
avail, however, for in May of the following year she passed to her 
eternal home, and three months later his eldest daughter, Julia 
Marion, wife of Dr. Charles S. Ward, succumbed to typhoid. 

The rector had preached resignation under trials, and now the 
time had come to exemplify it before his people. He pursued his 
daily routine of parochial duties as before with no reference to his 
bereavement excepting in a sermon of the great joy experienced 
by the souls of the redeemed; and not a word of allusion to his sor- 
row was apparently allowed in the minutes of the vestry. A stranger 
perusing the records of that date would never know of the double 
affliction that had befallen the rector, but he would read of the death 
of Isaac Seltzer in the same year (1874), “a beloved parishioner 
serving as clerk of the vestry since 1871”—the rector, himself, 
transmitting in a letter to the family of Mr. Seltzer the resolution 
of the vestry expressive of sympathy, with appreciation of his deep 
religious character. On account of ill health the Reverend Mr. Cof- 
fin, who had served as assistant to the rector since March, 1871, pre- 
sented his resignation to the vestry, and the Reverend Arthur Ee 
Warner was engaged to succeed him at a salary of $1,900. The 
Reverend Mr. Warner continued inthe office of assistant until 
Easter, 1879, when through Doctor Tuttle’s influence and recom- 
mendation he became rector of “The Beloved Disciple Church” in 
East 89th Street. 

Doctor Tuttle was an advocate of free pews, and in the year 1873 
he made his first presentation of the subject to the vestry. The du- 
plex envelope system of subscription had not at. that time been 
thought of, and the vestry failed to respond favorably. One mem- 
ber suggested the appointment of a committee to take action in the 
matter but the motion was withdrawn “on the rector stating that he 
desired to confer with the rector of Trinity Church.” However, 
two years later Saint Luke’s Church became free. 

If the vestry in 1873 was timid about experimenting with free 
sittings, it was bold in another direction—that of art and beauty. 
The ceiling of the church was too plain—it must be decorated—and 
the principal advocates, Messrs. Pulis and Hedges, were appointed 
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a committee to design and effect the result with the limitation of five 
hundred and fifty dollars expenditure. The committee did remark- 
able work. A beautiful angel was painted on the ceiling for which 
a special vote of thanks was presented by the vestry to Mr. Pulis 
and Mr. Hedges for their gratuitous production. The decorations 
were extended to the Sunday School room making the interior so 
attractive that the ladies felt impelled to give a Fair to help toward 
the expenses. “Mr. Botts reported that the Fair yielded nine hun- 
dred dollars and fifteen cents net.” 

This is the second allusion to a Fair in the records, the first be- 
ing recorded December 5th, 1834, at the beginning of Reverend 
Doctor Forbes’ rectorship, the proceeds of which were not mentioned. 

At a vestry meeting of February 17th, 1874, the rector sug- 
gested “the desirability of establishing a ‘Reading Room’ in the 
church grounds next to the rectory.” “This populous district needs 
some place for the young men to meet and draw them to the 
church.” He added, “the income from the building would more 
than pay the interest on the money necessary to be borrowed.” Mr. 
Pulis moved a committee be appointed, the rector also being a mem- 
ber, to take into consideration this plan. The motion was carried 
and the rector named Mr. Pulis, Mr. Botts and Mr. Hedges to 
serve. 

Fifty years ago parish houses were not so general as they are 
today, and this idea projected by the rector of Saint Luke’s was one 
which proved him quite in advance of his time. The new Saint 
Luke’s on Washington Heights is, at present, accumulating a fund 
for the proposed erection of a parish house on the ground in the rear 
of the church. Old Saint Luke’s, however, had its parish school, 
held in the wing adjoining the church on the north, and the sister 
of a prominent clergyman, Miss Ellen Van Kleeck, was its directress 
for twenty-four years. 

An excerpt from the minutes of that date reads as follows: Mr. 
McDonald moved that one hundred dollars per year be appropriated 
to Miss Van Kleeck as remuneration for her missionary labors to be 
paid semi-annually—motion immediately carried. The desirability 
of enlarging the parochial school was discussed and Mr. McDonald 
asked to confer with Miss Van Kleeck.” As the winter days were 
short, and frequent parish meetings in the evening were held in the 
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day-school building, the vestry voted to place a gas-burner outside 
the entrance. 

On the certificate of the Easter Monday election, dated April 
6th, 1874, the names of the wardens and vestrymen remain the 
same as the year before. 

After the death of Mr. Isaac Seltzer during this year, Mr. John 
Pulis was appointed chairman of the music committee in his place. 
And it was enjoined upon this committee, after considerable dis- 
cussion by the board, that it was the vestry’s unanimous determina- 
tion, that measures should be taken to suppress all indecent behavior 
and irreverent conduct of some members of the choir. The salary 
of one boy alto was taken from him and added to that of the 
organist. 

With the arrival of the new year, 1875, new projects for Saint 
Luke’s advancement were conceived by its rector. The year marked 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of his rectorship, and on this account 
should be signalized in some manner. He had never surrendered a 
desire to have Saint Luke’s a free church and to abolish entirely the 
system of rented pews. Though a couple of years before the pro- 
position failed to receive the approval of the vestry, he resolved to 
make another attempt. To him, likewise the interior of Saint 
Luke’s was not satisfactory; it retained a primitive, village-like 
appearance. A recess chancel was requisite to give it ecclesiastical 
dignity, and a reading-room for a parish club was a necessity, whilst 
above it could be built a room for the rector’s study. Space for 
these improvements could be obtained if Trinity would allow Saint 
Luke’s the use of her vacant land 38 by 80 feet in the rear, west of 
the church edifice. 

Romanesque architecture was his predilection—he admired 
arches—so in drawing his plan of design for the proposed altera- 
tions, he portrayed three arches. One over the entrance to the 
robing-rooms from which the vested procession of clergy and boy- 
choir came forth and returned; the second encircling the recess 
chancel, and the third outlining the enclosure for the organ. All the 
papers and plans were prepared beforehand for presentation to the 
vestry at a meeting held February 1st, 1875. The following is an 
exact copy of the minutes of that date: 
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“The rector read a paper expressing an earnest desire for thie 
enlargement of Saint Luke’s Church, exhibiting plans drawn repre- 
senting his idea of how such an enlargement should be made. It 
was stated that the cost of such additions and alterations as were 
contemplated, would be about $7,000. 

“The vestry endorsed the rector’s desire and efforts for the con- 
summation of the proposed enlargement, and on motion it was re- 
solved that a committee of three be appointed to present the subject 
named on the paper read by the rector, to the Vestry of Trinity 
Church, for their approval and assistance—Reverend Doctor Tuttle, 
A. B. McDonald and Francis Pott were appointed on said 
committee.” 


The following excerpts are copied from the minutes of the vestry, 
March 18th, 1875. 


“After some reasons presented by the rector in which the vestry 
concurred, it was resolved that the proposed alterations of Saint 
Luke’s Church should not be commenced until the month of June 
this year.” 


DOCTOR TUTTLE’S TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 


“The rector of the parish presented for consideration of the 
vestry a paper stating that on the last Sunday in June next he will 
have been (D. V.) a rector of Saint Luke’s Church twenty-five 
years. He expressed a desire to have the parish celebrate this quarter 
of a century rectorship in a way that would best promote the welfare 
of the parish and the good of souls. His experience led him to 
believe that a free church would best meet the requirements of the 
community surrounding the church, and that the church should be 
enlarged and improved.” 

“The vestry discussed very fully the proposition to make the 
church free, and on motion of the senior warden it was unanimously 
resolved to take the necessary steps to make Saint Luke’s Church 
a free church.” 


The acquiescence of the vestry in this matter greatly pleased the 
rector, and he gave full expression to it by cordially shaking their 
hands individually. 

The committee on application to Trinity Church for assistance 
in making the desired alterations in the interior of Saint Luke’s, 
presented the following report: 
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“In pursuance of such instructions this committee laid the appli- 
cation, the plans, and the address of the rector of Saint Luke’s be- 
fore the Vestry of Trinity Church, and herewith present the favor- 


able response of that Corporation.” 


ISAAC H. TUTTLE 
ANTHONY B. McDONALD Committee. 
FRANCIS POTT 


In consequence the following letter was ordered to be sent to the 
Vestry of Trinity Church: 
“New York, May 24th, 1875. 
On March 18th, 1875, the following resolution was unanimously passed 
by the Vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, N. Y. City. 
“RESOLVED, That the thanks of this vestry be conveyed to the Vestry of 


Trinity Church for their liberal grant of seven thousand dollars for alterations 
and improvements to Saint Luke’s Church edifice. 


CHARLES HEDGES, 
Clerk.” 


The committee on church alterations reported that they had re- 
ceived four estimates from builders to do the work upon plans and 
specifications of the architect, J. J. Howard, viz: $7,975, $7,970, 
$7,925 and $7,750 and advise that a resolution be adopted awarding 
the contract to Steele and Costigan for the sum of $7,000 they agree- 
ing with the committee to perform the work for that sum, under the 
supervision of the architect. 

As more money would be required to complete all the proposed 
improvements, it was resolved by the vestry that the rector call 
a parish meeting and state publicly that the $7,000 granted by Trinity 
was not sufficient, and to call for subscriptions from the congrega- 
tion. Eighteen hundred dollars were raised by this method, to 
which were added seven hundred dollars, the proceeds of a Fair 
given by the ladies. 

The senior warden and treasurer called for a resolution which 
was adopted, to this effect—“that the committee prepare and report 
to the vestry a statement of all the alterations and improvements 
which it is proposed to make to the church edifice including the 
furniture, with estimates in detail of the cost of the various items 
of such proposed alterations and improvements.” 
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Peewee ecess (chancel (and Arches: 244... 3,2. dees fee ec cle k oeilecnateouk $7,000 
SURO OAT PUNCCT UIC An fa uch epee, sy sev 5 ou dec eee 500 
Do) WHET A see Bas COR EE ak RAS So 2) to) ET 500 
mr SCS DIpemeTC. eMC CE 7.5, tific 2 fhe Ohh oth ia ov ce ob olbg ee 400 
SEI aeRO IY ENE GG SCS ORR a 2 pia 500 
Pemtrirectetree alexi ra Cra Wile tec oe eee. kee nlc ooo cl 350 
Ber Guia PCONPCHMOMISING VOLS Helen eee ee te Suc Al es alee 400 
OR ee ater es EM a hd Head a debreig ct bina a cack od es oe yg Ge ccecina We 400 
DEE te my ACCEICIOSOLS- CTCL OS, era Oe ae On ee ye Tae 450 
$10,500 

Recevedairome urimity’ Church i... cs <6 ve cle oe oc bikes le 5. $7,000 

SERS GTA BE SSR A RD Ma at nee Se ety BRI oe ne 1,800 
Pee ithe ee ek ce Petre pS 700 9,500 
Pata C On ICeUCUpEs tutte ein Rey gee ciny, ci Pence Vy MUM) 4) ay cnAn $1,000 


The annual Easter Monday election took place March 2oth, 1875. 
It was necessary to fill the vacancy on the board caused by the death 
of Mr. Isaac Seltzer. The vestry voted in favor of the son of the 
rector, Mr. H. Croswell Tuttle. The complete roster was as follows: 


FRANCIS POTT 
A. B. McDONALD k Wardens 


ALEXANDER L. McDONALD 

EDWARD TAYLOR 

CHARLES HEDGES 

een fn poe rag o a V estrymen 
JULIAN BOTTS 

CHAS SO WARD, M.D, 

H. CROSWELL TUTTLE 

Mr. Anthony B. McDonald was continued as treasurer and Mr. 
Charles Hedges as clerk. 

Delegates elected to represent Saint Luke’s at the Diocesan Con- 
vention were Messrs. A. B. McDonald, Francis Pott and Julian 
Botts. 

“The Finance Committee advanced, with the approval of the 
vestry, fifty dollars to pay up balance due on Life Insurance of the 
Reverend Arthur H. Warner.” 

“It was stated that the treasurer, Mr. A. B. McDonald, had paid 
fifty dollars for the passage back to England of a brother of Mr. 
Carpenter, the organist, and the concurrence of the vestry in making 
such payment was obtained.” 

“It was resolved that three hundred dollars should be appropri- 
ated by the Vestry of Saint Luke’s Church to George Hall for one 
year’s service of said Hall of two hours each day devoted to the 
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visiting of the sick and needy, etc., of Saint Luke’s« Parish—his 
year to commence in the 1st day of April, 1875.” 

It was stated at this meeting that the salary of Mr. Carpenter, 
the organist, was by unanimous agreement of the vestry made one 
thousand dollars for the year commencing from Easter. 

At a subsequent meeting, held October 11th, 1875, “it was moved 
and seconded that the agreement to pay George Hall $300 for cer- 
tain services for the year from April rst, 1875 to April Ist, 1876, 
shall be left to the rector to arrange in the way that shall seem best 
to him.” | 

“It was also resolved that Mr. J. B. Botts and Mr. E. Taylor 
shall act as a committee to have placed in each pew of Saint Luke’s 
Church a rack for the holding of Prayer-books and Hymnals for the 
use of the congregation and that such books as should be needed 
should be purchased to be placed in said racks.” 

At the last vestry meeting of the year, 1875 held December 20th, 
“the treasurer’s report was submitted which showed a balance due 
the treasurer of $350.76.” “The building committee stated the re- 
sult of its work—that it was still incomplete—but reported progress.” 

The rector evidently knowing the condition of the finances, and 
being chairman of the committee on alterations, etc., “stated that he 
had received notice from the Vestry of Trinity Church through their 
secretary that the application to them for an additional amount of 
three thousand dollars had been granted, the same to be paid to 
Saint Luke’s Church on the 15th day of May, 1876, and on motion 
the rector was authorized to acknowledge the favor in behalf of 
Saint Luke’s vestry.” 

As the outside of the church and the porches needed painting it 
was on motion of Mr. Botts that Mr. Pulis was appointed a com- 
mittee of one to contract with Mr. Burns to do the work, including 
school-rooms and all portions of the church and additions that can 
be seen from Hudson Street, in stone color at a cost not exceeding 
$240. 

The treasurer stated it was necessary that some action should be 
taken to raise funds to liquidate the claim against the church for 
work done in making the recent alterations, repairs, etc., and on mo- 
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tion, Mr. A. B. McDonald and Mr. Botts were appointed to make 
arrangements for procuring a loan of $3,000 payable in 5 months 
from date of said loan with the understanding that the donation 
of $3,000 by Trinity Church, payable May 15th, 1876, should be 
used in cancellation of said loan. 

At a meeting held February 4, 1876, the following resolutions are 
inscribed on the minutes: 

“RESOLVED, That the use of the large room in rear of Sunday 
School room be granted to the Young Men’s Club of Saint Luke’s 
Church to be used as a reading and sitting-room at such times as it 
may not be required for church purposes, provided that the expense 
of fitting up said room, and other expenses, except gas, be defrayed 
by said Club, to continue according to will of the vestry.” 

“Messrs. A. B. McDonald, Francis Pott and Edward Taylor were 
appointed a committee upon having a new platform erected in the 
Sunday School Room for certain public purposes.” 

“Tt was resolved that Sister Amelia should have the use of the 
room north of the church in which to receive the poor and destitute 
to distribute relief, etc., to them, and that $150, for the year 1876, be 
appropriated for her distribution.” 


“RESOLVED, That the vestry assume the renting of the parsonage 
for the benefit of the treasury and that the sum of $1,500 be appro- 
priated for the need of a residence for the rector for the year from 
the 1st of May next (1876).” 

“Tt was moved and seconded that a bell be placed on the porch 
door of the Sunday School Room, with such lettering as shall be 
proper for more ready and easy entrance to the rector’s room, Sister 
Amelia’s room, etc.” 

The committee on alterations in its final report February 15, 1876, 
stated “It has been the aim of your committee to carry out the de- 
tails of the alterations with taste and economy, to the end that our 
good old church edifice might be preserved and present a cheerful, 
safe and acceptable place of worship; and if they have been success- 
ful, they feel amply repaid for their labor.” 

Mr. Julian Botts supplemented the report on behalf of a separate 
committee on the porches outside the church “that the work had 
been done at an expense of $136.81, and that he had collected said 
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amount by subscription, paid bills and rendered vouchers and sub- 
scription list of same, which was accepted and the committee dis- 
charged.” The rector and vestry were so gratified with the freshness 
and bright appearance of the church, that an invitation to attend a 
morning service, Sunday after Easter, was extended to the rector 
of Trinity Church, the Reverend Doctor Morgan Dix, who preached 
for the benefit of Saint Luke’s congregation. Ata following vestry 
meeting, the rector read a letter from Doctor Dix “congratulating 
Saint Luke’s Parish on the beauty of the church edifice, as well as 
stating the great satisfaction he experienced during his late visit to 
the church upon its evident prosperity, and the churchly decorum of 
the congregation.” 

The Easter Monday election took place April 17th, 1876, the bal- 
lots showing the re-election of all the members of the board. All the 
committees were announced to stand as heretofore, with the excep- 
tion of the one on pews, which was abolished. 

It was reported the tin roof needed repairing, “and it was moved 
and seconded that the painter, Mr. Kingsland, be ordered to put on 
two coats of paint, the cost of which should not exceed twenty 
dollars.” 

At the January meeting, 1877, the treasurer’s report was sub- 
mitted showing a balance due him of $836.85. In October of the 
same year this indebtedness to Mr. McDonald, the treasurer, became 
reduced to $350.16. Mr. McDonald’s confidence in the vestry and 
love for Saint Luke’s, influenced him to prefer that the church be in 
debt to him rather than elsewhere, so it was his custom to advance 
necessary funds from his personal resources and patiently abide the 
issue. During this interim of financial fluctuations, he advocated 
and abetted the rector in the performance of missionary work, both 
within the limits of the parish and outside in that broader field in 
the West among the Indians which the Episcopal Church had so 
long neglected and other denominations had taken precedence, so 
that, when it was moved at this meeting, one-half of the collections 
of Saint Luke’s Church at the Sunday evening services should be 
devoted to missionary work, Mr. McDonald voted with all the mem- 
bers of the board in favor of it. 
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MISSION TO INDIANS 


Two years after the first organized missionary Church work was 
begun in the territory of Minnesota, the Reverend Doctor James 
Lloyd Breck opened at Gull Lake the first Church mission for Indians 
west of the Mississippi. Doctor Tuttle interested Saint Luke’s 
Church and Sunday School in the work of Doctor Breck. The Sun- 
day School maintained two scholarships in the school founded at 
Gull Lake—one of which was called the Isaac Henry Tuttle scholar- 
ship, for the Indian boy beneficiary received that name at his Chris- 
tian baptism. As the recipient of the other scholarship was an 
Indian girl, she was baptised Ellen Van Kleeck for the teacher of 
Saint Luke’s infant class and directress of its day school. When 
Reverend Doctor Benjamin Whipple was consecrated first Bishop of 
the territory of Minnesota, he also found a good friend in Doctor 
Tuttle and Saint Luke’s, where he frequently visited and preached. 
Bishop Whipple ordained the first Indian priest of our Church, John 
Johnson Emmegahbowh, at the “White Earth Reservation,” which is 
now the Diocese of Duluth. In company with Bishop Whipple, the 
Reverend Emmegahbowh visited Saint Luke’s Church and Sunday 
School in the early sixties and ‘delivered in English an interesting 
account of his conversion. He presented the rector with the wam- 
pum pouch of an Indian chief, and also a pipe of peace. Saint 
Luke’s rector and congregation made a lasting impression on his 
mind for many years afterward he sent the following letter: 


White Earth Reservation, Sept. 24th, ’90. 
Rev. I. H. Tuttle, D.D. 


Christian Brother: 


In reading the Church Almanac, to my great astonishment I saw your 
name with the other clergy of the Church. 

When I last met you in your church many years ago you were then quite 
an aged man, and, to-day, you must be quite much older man. Are you not the 
oldest clergyman in the City of New York? Bishop Whipple says that I am 
the oldest clergyman under his jurisdiction. Am now over thirty-five years in 
the service of missionary life. I am quite an old man, but still able to take care 
fully of my public services in the Church. Bishop Whipple was with us last 
Sabbath and with other clergy. He never was so well pleased to see the ser- 
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vices, was very thankful that the work is growing and prospering. I have a 
beautiful stone church with capacity to seat from 6 to 7 hundred people with 
an ease. 

We have 7 Mission stations, and 7 chapels and 7 Indian deacons in 
charge of the little chapels. I believe you were the first or second clergyman I 
became acquainted among the vast number of white clergy in the States. 

Your Saint Luke’s Church was your church—you had no assistant— 
you need no one to assist you—you were then like a young man to carry out your 
work successfully, and your being an old and need an assistant. I, too, years 
ago was quite a young and was able to go on with my work alone. Today, I 
am now well towards the evening of life and feel the heavy weight of an old 
age and must soon put all my weapons away and be no more. As being an old 
man, had not the rheumatism put her hands upon my joints and limbs, I should 
have been quite young in my walks and works. 

I am glad to tell you that my own brethren are beginning cultivating 
the soil, and every family are living in comfortable houses. I wish you were 
able, and I, too, was able to invite you to come and visit us. I would do so and 
let you see Christian Indian, how they look and behave in the House of God. 
I know, dear Brother, you would rejoice with me to see what the Church has 
done for us—to hear the whole congregation joined heartily in singing and in 
prayers, and our Sabbath School and women Guilds. 


During my short visits among the churches East I have learned much. | 


Little did we thought that out of such an unworthy instrument as myself 
would result of a good cause. Through my unworthiness ‘some good had been 
the result to the conversion of souls, chapel and school has been the result— 
thank God for his mercy toward us. from your unworthy brother 


J. J. EMMEGAHBOWH.” 
(This letter is an exact copy of the original.) 


For more than forty years this devoted Indian priest set an 
example of faithful and consistent service for God and his people. 
His body rests under the shadow of Saint Columbia’s Church on 
the “White Earth Reservation” in Minnesota. 

Doctor Tuttle received a letter twenty years before this from the 
Reverend Emmegahbowh, which the “Spirit of Missions” printed 
in its issue of April, 1870. 

The letter is dated White Earth Reservation, January 30th, 1870, 
and is addressed to the Reverend Doctor Tuttle: 

“The enclosed likeness is the picture of one of the principal Christian 
chiefs here. The chief I called and christened with your full name, I. H. 


Tuttle, was six months ago a heathen, who worshipped the moon and star, 
followed the war paths, and who, for many years, was a strong advocate of 
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the religion of his fathers, and with all his effort opposed the Christian religion. 

“This man was chosen chief on account of his many daring victories 
over the Sioux. The last battle that he fought was between St. Cloud and 
Breckenridge, when he took four scalps. 

“Although opposed to the Christian religion, he at the same time urged 
me to come and live with the tribe. 

“He attended regularly Divine Services, and behaved with propriety. 
One morning with his wife and children he came, and told the state of his 
heart. He said: ‘The words you spoke to us on last Sunday trouble me very 
much. I cannot rest or sleep during the night; during the nights I thought 
about the Great Spirit, how much He loved the poor Red man in sending His 
only Son to die for the Red man. I have made up my mind to be a Christian 
man. 

““My munedos, or gods, I throw them far away. O! how foolish I 
have been in opposing His missionaries, and His religion. Had the Great 
Spirit strike me with His power to-day, I should have been beyond the reach 
of mercy. O! how thankful I feel to-day in coming to tell us the way of 
the Great Spirit. Now I am, my wife and children are, ready to be baptised. 
Tell me what shall I do.’ 

“I told him that he must, in the first place, cut his long hair. The 
only chief and Indian who has the most beautiful long hair, braided down to 
his shoulder. 

“Among my people, and having with long hairs, is considered the greatest 
ornament, and feel proud of them, and in their heathen state to cut it off would 
rather lose their lives. 

“Sunday came and with his whole family arrived in the early hour. 
There were two other chiefs baptised at the same time. He came forward, and 
addressed the people, and said: ‘My fellow chiefs and warriors—I rise to 
inform you all—you all know how I lived in my heathen State, and how I 
have opposed the religion of the Great Spirit and His Missionaries. I have 
been very foolish, because the evil Spirit tells me I must not become Christian. 
He tells me a good Christian, however good he may be, never will reach to 
the happy country of the Great Spirit. He tells me Indian were all made for 
another country, towards the setting of the sun, where there is plenty of game, 
as our fathers have also told us; and he tells me the Christian white man was 
only the fit persons to go to the country of the Great Spirit. Now, my brothers, 
I tell you all—it is not true. 


“Can you tell me, brothers, how many the evil Spirit deceived of 
our nations, our fathers and brothers. Thousand—yes, more than you can 
count. Brothers, it was time that we all become Christian men, women and 
children. You heard me say again and again that I never will become a 
Christian man; to-day, and before you, I tell you I now turn to the Great 
Spirit, and shall worship Him, not only today, but all the days of my life. I 
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shall think I am ready more than ready, to be braver for Gop and for His 
cause. He then sat down. Afterwards he comes forward with his family. 
Then I say: ‘Isaac H. Tuttle, dost thou renounce the devil and all his work, the 
vain pomp and glory of the world, &c., (in Chippeway). He answers with a 
loud voice, ‘I renounce them all,’ &c., &c. After all the questions, he kneels 
down. Then I say: ‘Isaac H. Tuttle I baptise thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son,’ &c. Here ended the most interesting baptismal Service, long 
to be remembered. Early Monday morning he and his family came over to 
my house, and told me his great struggle during the Sunday afternoon. 

“He said the devil came to him, and told him to be ashamed of himself ; 
his beautiful long hairs cut off; that the Indians would laugh at him, and make 
fun of him, and it was very foolish in him to do so; very soon he went to his 
bed-room, and lay down, for fear some one would come in and laugh at him. 
At this time, his wife was watching him. He came out of his bed-room, sat 
down, and held down his head all the time and said not a word. His wife ask 
him what make him so down-hearted and look so sad. ‘My wife, I feel sorry 
that I cut my long hairs,’ said he. His wife rose and put her hands on her 
husband’s head, and when she did this the old fellow burst to crying like a 
child and again threw himself down on the bed. His wife followed him. ‘My 
husband,’ said she, ‘don’t be down-hearted. Remember the words you spoke to 
the people, and the promises you made for the Great Spirit in your baptismal 
vows. You have been very brave man for the devil, surely you ought to be more 
braver for Gop and for His cause.’ ‘Yes, my wife, said he, ‘I will rise and go 
out, and tell all my brothers come in and laugh at me; none of these things will 
move me. I say I am a Christian man, and will pray to the Great Spirit all 
the days of my life.’ 

“They came over and told me all about his trials, and laugh about it. 
He said, ‘what a foolish idea it was, that a so small a thing to make me down- 
hearted—to cry after my long hairs’ (here he laughs heartily). ‘O! what un- 
reasonable, what a small thing would throw us out of the way, and how care- 
ful I and we ought to walk in the ways of the Great Spirit.’ 

“To-day, he is as firm as a rock. Now visit his house in the morning, 
or at the hour of prayer, and listen his prayers. A few months ago was a 
heathen man, now a Christian man, and a true worshipper to the Great Spirit. 
He is my true man. He has a comfortable log-hewed house, a box, and a cook 
stove in it. The feathers on his head are so many Siouxs scalps he has taken, 
and his hand a war hatchet, and on round his arms signified that he had skinned 
part of a Sioux, and then throw the skin around his arm, &c. He is quite 
young man yet; is thirty-eight years old; has four children, and he is one of 
the most a successful hunter, and a good runner. 

“To-day he is strong advocate for Christian religion. He stands the 
foremost for the good of his people. He is very anxious to move the great 
work or reformation among his people, and is never absent from public Service. 
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I am happy to say a very great help to my work. When it was known in our 
settlement that he was about to become Christian, the news spread like wild-fire. 

“Before the hour of Service the following Sabbath, there was a great 
gathering to see him baptised. Romanist white men and Indians filled the log 
Church. Many could not come in. No wonder he cried for his long hairs, poor 
fellow. 

“Before me is a great work; and from so vast a field, the heathen are 
calling to the Church to send the Missionary. Come over and help us. Here, 
dear Doctor, I am alone, in the midst of many hundred, yes, thousand, ready to 
receive the Gospel of our Lorp Jesus Curist. 

“I will give you an incident between the Mormons and Indians that 
really took place. Soon after the conversion of the Indians on the Bay of 
Quinty, as a converted Indian was passing through the white settlement, he 
heard preaching in a school house. Being very desirous to learn more about 
the words of the Great Spirit, he went in and took his seat near the door. He 
listened. But instead of hearing about the good old Bible, the preacher was 
highly praising another book more than the Bible, a book he called the Mormon 
Bible, in which he said was much better and plainer than the old one. He then 
entered into an explanation as to its origin, telling how Joe Smith thad dug it 
up out of the ground, and was inspired to translate it. When the preacher had 
finished his discourse, he gave permission for any one in the congregation to 
say what they thought of the things they had heard. All sat still, and no white 
man was found to speak for the Bible, the Indian at length rose up, and said: 
‘May Indian speak?’ The Mormon preacher repied, ‘Yes Indian may speak.’ 
The Indian then said: ‘A great many winters ago the Great Spirit gave his 
good book Bible to the white man, over the great waters. He took it and read 
it, and it make his heart all over very glad. By and by white man come over 
to this country, and brought the good book with him. He gave it to poor Indian. 
He hear it, and understand it, and it make his heart very glad to. But when 
the Great Spirit gave his good book to white man, the evil Spirit try to make 
one too, and he tried to make it like the one the Good Spirit made. But he 
could not and then he got so ashamed of it. He go into woods, dig a hole in 
the ground, and then he hide his book. After lying there many winters, Joe 
Smith go and dig it up. Now, my white brethren, this is the book this preacher 
has been talking about. Me no believe the Mormon Bible. Me hold fast to 
the good old Bible, which has made my heart so happy. Me nothing to do with 
the devil’s book.’ ”’ 

“My work still moves on, and I am truly glad that the Great Spirit 
blesses my feeble Missionary work here. 


“Bo Bo sho, Doctor, 


“I remain, your unworthy Brother, 
“J. J. EMMEGAHBOWH, 
“Otter Tail City, Otter Tail Co.” 
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EASTER MONDAY ELECTION 


At the Easter Monday election of 1877, no changes were made 
either on the board or among the various committees. The treasury 


began to give evidence of the loss of revenue which formerly was 


received from the pew rentals, and the necessity for curtailing ex- 
penses was discussed by the vestry. To diminish the needless waste 
of gas Mr. Edward Taylor was authorized to attach a valve to the 
meter in order to regulate the supply. It was also proposed to sub- 
stitute the use of kerosene lamps in the Young Men’s Club to reduce 
the expense of lighting the room. 

“Mr. H. Croswell Tuttle on behalf of the committee in reference 
to having an assessment for sewer in Grove Street set aside imparted 
that the same had been vacated. It was moved and seconded that a 
vote of thanks be tendered to Mr. McVeaney (an alderman) for his 
kind and gratuitous services in securing the setting aside the assess- 
ment for the sewer in Grove Street.” 

At a meeting held April 11, 1878, the treasurer made a motion 
which was unanimously carried “That this corporation request the 
Union Dime Savings Institution to assign to the New York Eye 
and Ear Infirmary the bond and mortgage held by said bank upon 
the church property to secure the sum of $7000—and that the clerk 
of the vestry be directed to affix the seal of the corporation to all 
necessary and proper instruments in connection with such assignment 
and that such instruments be attested by the rector.” 

At the Easter’election, April 22nd, 1878, Mr. Charles Hedges pre- 
sented a request to be relieved from the duties of clerk of the vestry, 
and nominated Dr. Charles S. Ward, the son-in-law of the rector, 
who was elected to fill the office. Messrs. Anthony B. McDonald 
and Francis Pott were re-elected wardens, and all the members of 
the vestry since 1875, were favorably voted upon. On ballot Mr. 
Anthony B. McDonald, Francis Pott and Julian Botts were elected 
delegates to the Diocesan Convention. 

The treasurer’s report was submitted showing a balance due him 
of $530.05. “The question of the best method of enlarging the list 
of envelope subscribers, and of reducing the indebtedness as well as 
the amount of expenditures was discussed, also the necessity of se- 
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curing a full registration of the parishioners. The rector advised that 
a special effort be made to wipe out the amount due the treasurer 
by personal appeal and headed the list by a subscription of one hun- 
dred dollars. Mr. Pulis thought there ought to be a curtailment of 
expenses by reducing some of the salaries. Mr. Botts objected as 
he considered the present salaries small enough. On motion of Mr. 
A. B. McDonald the sum appropriated for music was to be hereafter 
confined to $1700.00. 

On motion of Mr. A. B. McDonald the salary of the sexton, Mr. 
Hitchcock, was reduced to $700.00. On motion of Mr. Botts that 
a committee be appointed to raise money for the payment of the debt 
due the treasurer and any other outstanding claims, the rector ap- 
pointed Mr. Botts as such committee. 

At the suggestion of the rector it was resolved that hereafter no 
fee be charged for opening the church for funerals of members of 
the parish.” 

In consequence of a letter from the clerk of the Vestry of Trinity 
Church, N. Y. City, it was 

“RESOLVED, That the rector and the clerk of the vestry execute and 
affix the Seal of this Corporation to a proper instrument acknowl- 
edging the two mortgages from the church to Trinity Church, one 
for $15,000, dated May 2nd, 1839, and the other for $1400, dated 
June 9th, 1851, with the accompanying bonds to be valid and sub- 
sisting securities for the payment of these sums respectively and of 
the interest hereafter to accrue thereon.” 


DEATH OF MR. A. B. McDONALD 


At a meeting of the board held F ebruary 4, 1879, the following 
resolution was adopted: 


“WHEREAS, Almighty God in His wise providence has removed 
from us by death, January 28th, 1879, Mr. Anthony Bleecker 
McDonald in the 73rd year of his age, and for thirty-five years the 
senior warden of this parish—we, the rector and vestry recognize the 
severe loss sustained in this severance from our body, from the 
Church militant and from the family, of one of such exalted piety, 
sincerity, devotion and deep Christian humility. 


—— 
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During the forty-two years official connection with this vestry, 
and thirty-eight years as warden, all the virtues that adorn the 
Christian have shone in him as a bright and shining light. His 
fidelity in all his numerous trusts, the important positions he so cred- 
itably held, the varied Church objects and institutions he so faithfully 
served, his almost parental care of the Sunday School, over which 
he presided with such conscientious punctuality for forty-two years 
as not to have been absent from the school for a period of twenty- 
five years; the superior wisdom he evinced in certain severe trials 
and crises of parish life, the cheerful, hopeful views with which he 
inspired the parishioners in the darkest days of Saint Luke’s, his 
steadfast attendance at all services in his own parish church; his un- 
flagging upholding of Divine Service by his audible and reverent 
responses; his faithful remembrance at every Celebration; his 
uniform Christian life from childhood to old age, produced 
that marked saintliness which in the eyes of all made his hoary head 
a crown of glory, and silently evoked from all who saw him, ‘Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
peace.” This vestry, now looking with intense interest on a life so 
remarkably even and symmetrical, because so rounded with every 
Christian grace and quality, and remembering during his forty-two 
years membership, he was only four times absent from these meet- 
ings, feel summoned, by all that was so glorious in the life of their 
now departed brother, to cherish most assiduously his Christian 
manliness, and to gird up the loins of their mind to fresh fidelity. 
Most especially do they recognize the obligation to give hearty 
thanks to Almighty God for the long privileged companionship of 
such a saint, and to bless His holy name that the desire of our 
brother to die with his harness on was almost literally granted, and 
to lift our heart in praise for the grace and power through the spirit 
of Christ, which gave to the Church in our day, and especially to his 
beloved parish of Saint Luke’s, one so adorned with all domestic 
and Christian graces and all civic virtues as to be a bright example 
in the family, in the Church, and in the State, and meet for the in- 
heritance among the saints in life.” 


The following facts in regard to Mr. McDonald’s official connec- 
tion with Saint Luke’s Church having been extracted from the 
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records by the clerk, it was ordered by the vestry that they be en- 
grossed in the records. 

“Anthony Bleecker McDonald—elected vestryman March 27, 
1837, being in order the fifth. Was then put on Music Com- 
mittee, also on the Standing Committee. In 1839 was put on the 
Sunday School Committee, as well as on the Standing Committee. 
Dec. 15th, 1838, although absent from the vestry meeting was evi- 
dently so highly thought of as a business man, that he was appointed 
one of the committee to confer with a committee from Trinity 
Church upon the expediency of establishment of a *General Cem- 
etery for the use of the principal Episcopal congregations in this 
city. In the latter it was our sad duty to deposit his mortal remains 
on Friday last, January 31, 1879. He was first elected treasurer 
April 24, 1840, which position he held until the time of his death 
being a period of nearly 39 years. 

“Elected junior warden April 12, 1841, the following year he was 
appointed one of the delegates to the Diocesan Convention, a position 
which he yearly filled until his death. 

“April 8, 1844, was elected senior warden. From March 14, 1849 
to May 17, 1850, we find him ‘in the chair’ acting upon the resigna- 
tion of the Reverend Doctor Forbes, and leading in the prayers then 
offered for God’s blessing upon the deliberations of the vestry until 
the first appearance of our beloved rector, Reverend Doctor Tuttle, 
who first officially met the vestry July 10, 1850. 

“During the forty-two years of his connection with Saint Luke’s 
in an official capacity, I find that he was absent from vestry meeting 
but four times, once in 1838, twice successively in 1839 and once in 
1876. From his entrance to the vestry he has been on the most im- 
portant committees, wherever business capacity was largely de- 
manded his name invariably appears.” 





The clerk of the vestry omitted to record another office of impor- 
tance held by Mr. McDonald. Prior to his election as vestryman, 
he served three years on the board of trustees for the Parochial 
School founded by Bishop Whittingham when he was rector of 
Saint Luke’s. 


*Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Mr. Botts, of the committee on raising money to extinguish the 
debt due the treasurer, reported that he had pledges to the amount of 
$382, and of that amount $240 had been paid in. Mr. Francis Pott 
was elected to the office of treasurer made vacant by the death of 
Mr. McDonald. 


DEATH OF MILO B. ROOT 


In March of same year, 1879, the vestry lost by death another 
important member, Mr. Milo B. Root, who had served on the board 
since 1868. He had likewise been a parishioner of Doctor Tuttle’s 
at Christ Church, Hudson, N. Y. 

In the summer of 1869, when the rector of Saint Luke’s was very 
ill with pneumonia in the old parsonage next to the church, and his 
family happened to be away in the country, Mrs. Milo B. Root vol- 
untarily nursed him back to health—she was a friend of many years 
standing. Doctor Tuttle never forgot the friendly act, and in later 
years after her death returned the kindness when diphtheria broke 
out in the family of her grandchildren by taking two of them in 
his own home to protect them from the infection. He, himself, 
wrote the wording of the resolutions in reference to the death of 
Mr. Root and presented them on behalf of the vestry. 


“WueErEAs, In God’s wise dispensation, Mr. Milo B. Root has been 
removed from this vestry, from his family and from his labors by 
death, March 16th, 1879, in the 73rd year of his age: 

RESOLVED, That we, the rector, wardens and vestry of Saint Luke’s 

Church recognize in this departure of our highly esteemed brother, 

the great loss of a Christian adorned with all the graces of the Gos- 
pel, advanced in the knowledge and love of God—more than ordin- 
arily familiar with sacred scriptures and the principles of the Holy 
Catholic Church, and who adorned the doctrines of God our Saviour 
in all things. 

RESOLVED, That among his many distinguished virtues, his great 
meekness and purity of character, there shone conspicuously his 
successful endeavor to live peaceably with all men. 
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REsoLveD, That in keeping in bright memory his spiritual excel- 
lencies, we shall each of us advance our highest interests, and realize 
with him that the end of such a man is peace. 

RESOLVED, That the above minutes be communicated to the widow 
and family of the deceased with the assurance of our deepest 
sympathy.” 


EASTER 1879 


On account of the death of Mr. McDonald and Mr. Root, it was 
necessary at the Easter Monday election to fill the vacancies on the 
board. Mr. Frederick A. Cairns and Mr. James Stone received the 
plurality of votes and forthwith were declared members of the vestry. 
The former had served before on the board during the years 1870 
and 1871. 

Mr. Francis Pott was advanced to senior warden and chosen 
treasurer, while the nephew of Mr. McDonald, Alexander L. 
McDonald, was elected junior warden. 

The complete roster of vestrymen was as follows: Messrs. Ed- 
ward Taylor, Charles Hedges, John H. Pulis, Julian Botts, Chas. S. 
Ward, M.D., H. Croswell Tuttle, Frederick Cairns, and James 
Stone. Dr. Chas. S. Ward was elected clerk of the vestry. Mr. 
Pott, Mr. A. L. McDonald and Mr. Botts were elected delegates to 
the Diocesan Convention. 


The rector announced the following committees for ensuing year: 


Committee on Finance .............. Messrs. Pott and McDonald 
. MOUNDS Sia ty heve rr te ‘3 Pott, Pulis and Hedges 
‘< hiVatlts wuss ae ee as McDonald and Stone 
4s hs! POWIS tas LE ute anes ee 4 Botts, Taylor and Cairns 
i i VEMUSICH Et oe eee eae ee i“ Ward, Tuttle and Stone 


The following action received the unanimous vote of the vestry 
in reference to appointing as assistant minister the clergyman in 
charge during the illness of the rector: “We, the wardens and ves- 
try, would advise the rector not to make such appointment, and to 
inform said clergyman that his duties at Saint Luke’s Parish ter- 
minate on or before the first of June proximo at the discretion of 
the rector.” On motion of Mr. Botts it was unanimously voted that 
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the rector is empowered to give the above mentioned acting assistant 
clergyman the sum of one hundred dollars, if in his discretion it 
seems best on his discharge. On account of the rector’s illness the 
next meeting of the vestry was held at his residence, May gth, 1879. 
He reported that he had informed the acting assistant clergyman of 
the action of the vestry in reference to his non-retention as assistant 
and stated he had, agreeably to the action of the vestry, given to him 
the sum of one hundred dollars. On motion of Mr. Pott it was re- 
solved that the treasurer be authorized to pay fifty dollars to the 
rector to reimburse him for that amount previously paid to the 
assistant minister. 

“Mr. Botts, as committee on raising money to pay the debt due the 
former treasurer, reported that he had collected nearly all the money 
subscribed and begged to be discharged—which was granted.” 


THE PARISH CLUB 


Mr. Pott called the attention of the rector and vestry to the con- 
sideration of the present status of Saint Luke’s Parish Club. He 
believed it had outgrown the original purpose for which the use of the 
room adjoining the church had been accorded by the vestry and felt 
that a longer continuance of the Club in the church rooms was pre- 
judicial to the sanctity of the church and to that reverent estimation 
of the sanctuary so necessary to inculcate in the young. Mr. Mc- 
Donald indorsed the remarks of Mr. Pott as did also Mr. Cairns, 
Mr. Botts and others. Mr. Pulis spoke earnestly of the efforts made 
by the Club to achieve an honorable position and gave a detailed 
account of the membership and the work done since its organization, 
and urged there might not be such action taken by the vestry as 
would tend to alienate this body of young men from the Church. 

“On motion it was resolved that no meetings of any society, asso- 
ciation or club be held in future on any of the church premises 
without the express consent of the rector and of the wardens and 
that any licenses heretofore granted by this vestry to any organization 
to hold meetings on said premises be hereby revoked.” 

On motion of Mr. Cairns a committee of the vestry was ap- 
pointed to confer with Saint Luke’s Parish Club in reference to a 
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change of location of the Club rooms. The rector appointed Mr. 
Cairns, Mr. McDonald and Dr. Ward the committee. “It was also 
resolved that the rector on behalf of the vestry should send a letter 
to the Club of approbation and council explaining the necessity of 
the action of the vestry.” 

At a meeting of the board held October 3, 1879, the treasurer 
announced a balance in favor of the church to the amount of 
$467.95. This was gratifying intelligence following upon many 
successive years of the treasury’s indebtedness. Attention was at 
once called to necessary repairs. The exterior of the church required 
painting, the furnace needed overhauling, and a ventilator needed in 
the roof of the Sunday School. It was resolved to execute these re- 
pairs, provided that the cost did not exceed $300. 

Mr. Pulis felt sorry for the sub-sexton, Mr. Vosburgh, and 
thought some effort should be made to assist him. The head-sexton 
at this time was Mr. Samuel Hitchcock, who seemed to give general 
satisfaction. 

The rector read a letter he had received from a holder of a vault 
desiring to remove a body or bodies from the churchyard to Trinity 
Cemetery and wishing to know whether Saint Luke’s Church would 
pay for the removal on the relinquishment of the title to the vault. 
“Tt was the sense of the vestry that no remuneration should be al- 
lowed as it in no way added to the value of the property,” as there is 
now no longer any demand nor use for the vaults. On motion, Mr. 
H. Croswell Tuttle was requested to examine into the matter of title 
to vaults and whether any deeds to such exist. 

Mr. Pott, the treasurer, referred to the necessity of procuring 
additional subscribers and suggested a registration of the parish. He 
thought many new subscribers could be obtained by personal appeal. 
After discussion it was recommended that the rector prepare a 
blank to be filled up by individuals and be deposited in a designated 
place. 

Mr. McDonald on behalf of the committee to secure suitable 
rooms for Saint Luke’s Parish Club reported that absence from the 
city had prevented him from taking an active part, though he had 
conferred with individuals. Mr. Pulis, a member of the committee, 
reported that he had found no rooms suitable which came within the 
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means of the Club, and he opposed the removal of the Club from its 
present rooms in the church building. On motion it was resolved 
that the rector and wardens be asked to withhold their consent to the 
occupancy of the church rooms by the Parish Club after the 31st of 
October proximo. 

The rector informed the vestry that he had appointed as his 
associate the Reverend Clarence Buell, and the action was endorsed 
subject to the rules appointing assistants in Saint Luke’s Church. 


DEATH OF MR. CAIRNS 


The vestry was greatly shocked to be informed of the sudden 
death of one of their members, Mr. Frederick A. Cairns. He was 
at home, No. 44 Grove Street, writing at his desk when he fell back- 
ward in his chair and died in a few minutes. He was engaged in 
preparing a technical text-book on chemistry when the seizure over- 
took him. Referring to this work, his last and only words were, 
“it is finished.” He held the position of assistant professor in the 
Scientific Department of Columbia University. 

The following minute in reference to the death of Mr. Cairns 
was adopted: 

“WHEREAS, Since the last meeting of this vestry, God, in his wise 
providence, has taken from us our associate, Mr. Frederick A. 
Cairns, therefore 

RESOLVED, That we enter upon our minutes an expression of our 
deep sense of the loss the vestry and church have sustained by the 
sudden death of our departed friend. Always warmly interested in 
the welfare and success of Saint Luke’s Church, his absence from 
the consultation of the vestry will be keenly felt. We remember 
him as the courteous gentleman, the sincere Christian, the noble- 
minded adviser. 

REsoLvED, That the Secretary be directed to enter the foregoing on 
the minutes of the vestry and to send a copy of the same to the be- 
reaved family.” 

The vacancy on the vestry caused by the death of Mr. Cairns 
was filled by Millard Van Blaricom, who was elected Easter Mon- 
day, March 2gth, 1880. The officers and committees remained the 
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same as last year, with the exception of the one on pews, where the 
name of Mr. Blaricom was substituted for Mr. Cairns. 

The treasurer’s statement was cheerful, showing a balance of 
$646.09. In the matter of the ways and means of increasing the 
amount of envelope subscriptions, the rector stated that agreeable 
to suggestion to secure as full a registration of the parishioners as 
possible, he had distributed blanks in the pews and that while many 
had complied with the request in filling the blanks, but little had been 
accomplished in the way of receiving new names. He spoke of the 
necessity of greater effort being made to arouse certain members of 
the Church to this very imperative Christian duty and worship of 
contributing to the support of the Church. It was suggested that 
someone be employed to make a personal appeal, as far as possible 
to everyone in the parish. 


McDONALD MEMORIAL TABLET 


The rector spoke of the life-long service of the late senior warden, 
Mr. Anthony Bleecker McDonald, and said that it seemed to him 
that such service should not be allowed to go unnoticed or allowed to 
fade in the memories of the growing generation, and suggested that 
a suitable memorial tablet should be erected in commemoration, 
and referred to the minute made at time of his death as furnishing 
a record suitable for portrayal upon the tablet. 

On motion of Mr. Pulis it was resolved that a general subscription 
should be opened for the carrying out of that object. On motion, 
Mr. Pott and Dr. Ward with the rector were appointed a committee 
to receive and collect money for the memorial tablet. At a subse- 
quent meeting held June 2, 1881, the committee reported that it had 
completed the work, the tablet placed on the wall and all expenses 
paid, leaving a balance of twelve dollars in the treasury. 

On Easter Monday, April 18, 1881, the two wardens and eight 
vestrymen were re-elected, also the same treasurer and clerk. Mr. 
Pott, the treasurer, submitted a statement showing a balance of 
$747.08 in the treasury. He, likewise, reported that the Eye and 
Far Infirmary had reduced the interest on the bond and mortgage 
to 5 per cent. 
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The rector had not been in good health for several months and 
calling Mr. Pott to the chair to preside, he left the meeting. Mr. 
Pott presented a letter from the rector stating that on account of ill- 
health and by the advice of medical friends and others he was led to 
believe that “a voyage across the Atlantic” would be of great service 
to him—to this end he asked the approval of the vestry. 

After reading the letter Mr. Pott presented the following preamble 
and resolution. “We regret that our rector owing to impaired 
health by the advice of his physician is obliged to spend some 
months in Europe. As this will involve some extra expense on his 
part to provide for the services of the church, therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the treasurer be authorized to pay the rector the 
sum of five hundred dollars as a testimony of our respect, also to 
cover any extra expenses his absence may necessitate.” 

The above resolution was unanimously carried, and the request of 
the rector met with spontaneous approval. 

Doctor Tuttle’s only son was slowly dying of tuberculosis. He 
grieved and feared the same ailment might develop in his daughters. 
It was as much on their account as his own that he decided on the 
trip abroad. They sailed the first of July and returned the last of 
October. 

No meetings of the vestry took place during the absence of the 
rector, and the first to be recorded after his return is dated January 
17th, 1882. He reported that Mr. Pratt, the late Superintendent of 
the Sunday School, had resigned and the Rev. Mr. Buell had been 
appointed to take the position until another suitable person could 
be found to fill the post. It was moved by Mr. Pott and seconded 
by Mr. McDonald that the salary of Reverend Clarence Buell as 
assistant minister of Saint Luke’s Church be two thousand dollars 
per annum dating from December last to continue at that rate during 
the pleasure of the vestry. It was also voted to increase the salary 
of Mr. Hitchcock, the sexton, to eight hundred dollars. The rector 
stated that Mr. Carpenter, the organist of the church, was still suffer- 
ing from ill health and needed rest. Whereupon on motion of Mr. 
Pulis, seconded by Mr. Van Blaricom, the matter of relieving Mr. 
Carpenter temporarily from the discharge of his duties and supply- 
ing his place with a substitute for the time being, was left to the mu- 
sic committee with power. 
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A MEMORIAL REREDOS 


At a meeting held January 27th, 1882, the treasurer rendered a 
statement of receipts and expenses showing a balance in the treasury 
of $536. 87. The rector informed the vestry he had had an interview 
with Miss Julia A. Low, an aunt of Mr. Anthony B. McDonald, 
who desired to erect a reredos over the altar in his memory. The 
clerk of the vestry was instructed to write Miss Low and present the 
grateful thanks and acceptance of her kind offer for the members of 
the vestry. 

“On motion of Mr. Botts, the committee having in charge the 
question of a tablet to the memory of the late Mr. Anthony Bleecker 
McDonald, was empowered to erect such a reredos as they may 
think appropriate.” “On motion of Mr. Pulis the rector and war- 
dens were appointed a committee to confer with Miss Low in refer- 
ence to the reredos, to obtain plans and specifications for the same to 
be submitted to her, and to the vestry for their joint approval.” 

With the erection of the reredos over the altar, a combined me- 
morial to father and son was effected. The altar was likewise a gift 
of Miss Low, an aunt of Mr. McDonald, in memory of her grand- 
nephew, Anthony Bleecker McDonald, Junior, in the year 1875. 

Mr. Pott reported that ventilators had been placed in the two 
Sunday School rooms, and that the bills for the same had been paid. 
A donation of $250 was voted to the Reverend Clarence Buell, the 
assistant minister. Mr. Pulis, ever the advocate and champion of 
Saint Luke’s Parish Club, requested the co-operation and sympathy 
of the vestry in its behalf. He stated its membership had increased 
of late, that it had been able to meet its current expenses and, more- 
over, had $150 in the Savings Bank to its credit. 

The Easter election of 1882 passed without any change being 
made on the board. Messrs. Francis Pott and Alexander L. 
McDonald remained wardens, and the same treasurer and clerk were 
re-elected The treasurer’s statement showed a balance of $322.57. 
Before the erection of the new reredos the question of the advisability 
of re-decorating the chancel was discussed, and the rector with Mr. 
Botts and Dr. Ward were appointed a committee to procure esti- 
mates. It was unanimously voted that the services of Mr. Samuel 
Hitchcock, as sexton, should terminate on October Ist, 1882. 
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DEATH OF H. CROSWELL TUTTLE 


Before the next meeting of the vestry, the only son of the rector 
had passed away, and the following minute appears on the record of 
January 3, 1883: 


“The Vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, New York, now assembled, 
desire to make the following minute: Since their last meeting they 
have been called upon to mourn the loss of one of their members, 
H. Croswell Tuttle, son of their beloved rector who departed this 
life on the roth of November last. Although their youngest member 
he had rendered them effectual service by his legal knowledge and 
advice, and by a hearty and ready co-operation in whatever action 
was deemed necessary for the best interests of the parish. While 
we miss, more and more, his cheerful countenance and warm friend- 
ship, we take pleasure in bearing testimony to his humble, Christian 
walk among us from his early years until his death, which he met 
with resignation to the will of God, and with hope of a blessed im- 
mortality, through the merits of his Saviour We tender to his be- 
loved wife and to his dear father and family, the assurance of our 
deep sympathy in their bereavement and of the loss we have al] 
sustained in his early death, and removal from the sphere of useful- 
ness in the Church, and in the profession of which he was an hon- 
ored member. 

ReEsoLveD, That this minute be placed upon the records of the 
vestry and copies sent to the widow and family of our late esteemed 
brother.” 

The son of H. Croswell Tuttle, Charles Henry Tuttle, at present 
date, represents his father and grandfather on the Vestry of Saint 
Luke’s. He has an only son named H. Croswell Tuttle, a child in 
the Sunday School of the church. 

Mr. Carpenter, the organist, and members of the choir gave in 
memoriam of H. Croswell Tuttle a large Oxford Bible from which 
the lessons are read in the church. It was moved to the new Saint 
Luke’s with all the other memorials, and, at present date, rests on the 
lectern in the chancel. 

Mr. Tuttle was a born musician and presided at the organ, Sunday 
afternoons during the children’s service, leading a choir of young 
boys, instructed by him. 
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Their ages ranged from seven to twelve, and Mr. Carpenter se- 
lected superior voices from them to supply vacancies, when occurring, 
in the main choir. 

EASTER ELECTION 1883 


The certificate of election Easter Monday, March 26th, 1883, 
presents the following names: Wardens; Messrs Francis Pott and 
Alexander L. McDonald. Vestrymen; Messrs. Edward Taylor, 
Charles Hedges, John H. Pulis, Julian Botts, Charles S. Ward, M.D., 
James Stone, Millard Van Blaricom and John T. Patey. The last 
named supplied the vacancy caused by the death of the rector’s son. 

The rector announced the following committees for the ensuing 


year: 
PINANCE ys eae EM a ree Cerne Messrs. Pott and McDonald 

DUPPHES is eR eerie seater here covers cane id Pott, Pulis and Hedges 

MUU true ot eee a eae Cees ge McDonald and Taylor 

POWSS Ns Soe ed eats Res ta eee. i Botts, Van Blaricom and Stone 
Miisiow st ac oe tlie pier ee Aree ‘4 Ward, Van Blaricom and Patey 


The special committee on decoration of the chancel and church 
reported two meetings had been held and the general matter of dec- 
oration discussed, but no action taken. A general discussion of the 
subject of ventilation of the church took place and a committee of 
the rector, Messrs. Botts and McDonald, was appointed to consider 
and report on the best method of securing proper ventilation. May 
14th, 1883, this committee reported the following: That estimates 
had been procured and investigated and the conclusion is to enclose 
the four corners of the ceiling with the Paldersen patent ventilators 
as the best possible plan, the cost of which will amount to one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. The report was accepted and the committee 
continued with power. The committee in reference to improvements 
presented two estimates, and the general matter of decorations was 
discussed. The committee consisting of the rector, Messrs. Botts 
and Ward was continued with power to complete the decorations. 
Mr. Botts moved that the present sexton be employed temporarily 
at salary of $50 per month, and that a woman be employed to sweep 
and clean at $100 per annum—to which the vestry agreed. Messrs. 
Stone and Taylor were appointed a committee on the care of the 
church grounds to the extent of $25. 

At a meeting dated November oth, 1883, Mr. Pott, the treasurer, 
presented a statement showing that the receipts since the last meeting 
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amounted to the sum of $6,417.52, and the expenditures to the sum 
of $6,599.53, leaving a deficit of $182.01. The committee on decora- 
tions reported progress, whilst the committee on the ventilation of 
the church reported that the work was satisfactorily completed. 

The rector reported that the late Mrs. Emily McDonald had be- 
queathed by her last will and testament the sum of three hundred 
dollars ($300) to the Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of 
Saint Luke’s Church to be used in such ways as the vestry may deem 
proper. Mr. Pulis proposed that a committee comprising the rector, 
Messrs. Pott and Patey be appointed to draft suitable resolutions 
in relation to the decease of Mrs. McDonald, and that said resolu- 
tions be spread on the minutes of the vestry. On motion of Mr. 
Botts the rector and junior warden were named a committee to 
appropriate and use the said bequest of the late Mrs. McDonald 
according to their best judgment. She was the mother of the junior 
warden.* 

The committee on the selection and appointment of a sexton for 
the church reported progress. On motion of Mr. Pott seconded by 
Mr. McDonald, Mr. Stone’s name was added to this committee. 

The rector’s certificate of the Easter Monday election is dated 
April 14th, of the year 1884. The roster appears the same as for 
1883. All members of the Standing Committee were re-appointed. 
On the following year, 1885, Easter Monday fell on April 16th, 
with the same election as 1884, the only exception being the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Chas. S. Ward as clerk of the vestry, the rector explain- 
ing that Dr. Ward’s professional duties prevented his regular attend- 
ance at the vestry meetings. Mr. Alexander L. McDonald was 
elected to supply the office. 

The treasurer’s statement declared the deficit of $182.01 reported 
at a former meeting cancelled and a balance in the treasury of 
$554-54. It was voted that $50 per annum be added to the amount 
allowed the choir, for $800 was not adequate for a satisfactory 
presentation. 

The rector stated the Sunday schools required enlarged accommo- 
dations, as the overflow of scholars were obliged to be seated in the 
pews of the church to the injury of the furnishings. The vestry 
authorized the rector to raise the money and take the necessary steps 
for the purpose. 


*In memoriam of Mrs. McDonald, a pair of three-branched brass candelabra 
was fitted into arched niches of the white marble altar. 
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THE DIOCESE OF ALBANY ASKS AID 


The subject of the parishes of the diocese assisting the Diocese 
of Albany was brought to the attention of the vestry by the rector, 
who stated he had received from the committee appointed at the last 
convention a paper naming the amount to be paid by this parish, viz., 
$450. After some discussion Mr. Botts moved that the parish accept 
the decision of the committee, and will pay the interest on $450 
until the principal is paid. Mr. Van Blaricom moved an amend- 
ment by nominating a committee consisting of the rector and the 
clerk to be empowered to go before the committee on the assessment, 
and inform them that the vestry considers the amount excessive, but 
will pay it if found correct. The amendment was accepted and the 
motion as amended was carried. 

At a meeting held October 13th, 1885, the treasurer presented 
his report of the receipts and expenses of the church since the last 
meeting showing a balance in the treasury of $317.75. Adding, 
however, that bills for interest and taxes amounting to $405.50 
would be due on 1st of November next. Mr. Botts informed the 
meeting the furnaces of the church needed immediate repairing to 
be in proper condition for cold weather. Two of them were almost 
beyond repair, whilst the third one was passable and might last a 
couple of years. He exhibited an estimate of the Boynton Furnace 
Company offering to put in two new furnaces and repair the other 
for $375. The vestry accepted the estimate and the rector, with 
Messrs. Botts and Taylor were appointed a committee to see that 
the work was done without delay, as per estimate furnished. If the 
vestry could have foreseen the disastrous fire that was soon to rav- 
age their church in which they took so much pride and had only 
recently decorated, they would have been spared the anxiety to get 
the furnaces ready as quickly as possible, and all the money spent in 
beautifying the interior of the edifice. They were men of courage, 
and strong faith with a vision beyond the present. 
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DEATH OF DOCTOR FORBES 


Meanwhile, unconscious of what was to befall them, they were 
| called to mourn the death of their former rector, the Rev. Dr. John 
| Murray Forbes. The following memorial was ordered to be placed 
_ on the records of the parish: 


|  ©This vestry has learned with profound sorrow the death of the 
| Reverend John Murray Forbes, D.D., who died at Elizabeth, N. J., 
| October 11th, 1885, at the advanced age of 79 years. His eventful 
ministry covered a period of half a century. For fifteen years he 
was the faithful and honored rector of Saint Luke’s Parish, having 
been called to its rectorship August 5th, 1834. 

On the ath of October, 1849, his resignation of this charge was 
accepted by its vestry, and soon after he submitted to the Roman 
obedience. On his renunciation of the church of Rome, where he 
served for ten years, he was again ministerially connected with this, 
his former parish, Saint Luke’s, and retained the connection nom- 
inally until his death. His earnestness and warm Christian sym- 
pathy as a spiritual pastor, together with his acknowledged ability 
as a preacher, are still remembered by many whose divine life was 
greatly quickened under this priest of God. The Church which he 
so faithfully served for the first seventeen years of his ministry, be- 
came still more the love of his matured mind and heart, and alone 
stood the test of his singular eventful experience.” 


It was ordered that a copy of the above minute be sent to the 
family of the deceased, with the assured sympathy of the rector, 
wardens and vestrymen, and also that it be inserted in the New 
York Churchman, On further motion it was resolved that a 
representation of the vestry attend the funeral services of Doctor 
Forbes. 

While the rector of Saint Luke’s was often called “to mourn with 
those who mourn,” he was soon to be afflicted with the loss of his re- 
maining children—two daughters. They gave evidence of the 
same dreaded disease which caused the death of their brother. It 
was thought best to take them South for the coming winter with the 
hope that a more genial climate would arrest, and possibly, avert, 
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the ravages of the disease. Hence, the following minute on the 
records: “Doctor Ward (son-in-law of the rector) called the atten- 
tion of the vestry to the very precarious condition of the health 
of the two estimable surviving daughters of our beloved rector, 
and that it was imperative that they leave the city as soon as possible 
for a milder climate. Moved by Dr. Ward and seconded by Mr. 
Patey, that this vestry, remembering the long and faithful services 
of the rector, deem it advisable to express its cheerful willingness 
that he remain away from the parish for as long a time as the neces- 
sities of himself and family may require.” This action was passed 
unanimously and the rector expressed his thanks for the vestry’s 
kind consideration. 


CHURCH FIRE 


He took his daughters to Thomasville, Georgia, the last of Oc- 
tober, and leaving them there he returned to New York Friday the 
first of January, 1886. The next day, Saturday, workmen were at 
Saint Luke’s making final repairs on the furnaces, and towards 
evening, about seven o'clock, the new sexton, Henry Sizeman, 
kindled the fires to heat the church for the services of the next day 
which was Sunday. An hour later smoke was seen issuing from the 
northwest corner of the church, and the bell in the tower began to 
ring violently, startling the whole neighborhood. The alarm was 
sounded, old Saint Luke’s was on fire, and the engines came rushing 
to the rescue. “The bell was still tolling,” so reads a newspaper 
account of the event, “when the first detachment of firemen arrived, 
and continued to ring until several lines of hose had been stretched 
into the building. The firemen found the interior of the church full 
of smoke. The altar was ablaze, and the costly organ was falling to 
pieces from the heat. It was impossible to remain any length of time 
in the building on account of the density of the smoke, and as the 
large and costly memorial windows could not be opened to ven- 
tilate the place, it was absolutely necessary to batter them in. 

The fire which had started back of the altar had been burning 
some time before it was discovered. It had made its way into the loft 
between the peaked roof and the ceiling and there secured a dan- 
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_gerous foothold. The building seemed doomed, and the firemen 
| in the hope of saving it rang out a second alarm. When Chief 


| Engineer Shay came on the scene, he took decisive steps, sounded a. 


| third alarm, and cut off the flames which were in possession of the 
| back part of the church around the chancel, by ordering a space 
| to be cut across the roof. From this opening the flames were driven 
| back. This move was the means of saving the edifice. As it was, 
| the rear portion of the church was badly gutted, and the front half 
seriously damaged by smoke and water. 
| The loss is roughly estimated at $20,000, which is covered by 
policies held by the Royal and People’s Insurance Companies. The 
fire is supposed to have been caused by a defective heater. Work- 
| men were engaged yesterday in making repairs to the heating appar- 
atus. The Reverend Mr. De Costa of the Memorial Church in West 
Eleventh Street and Waverly Place, last night offered the use of his 
church to the congregation of Saint Luke’s.” 


Another newspaper describes the fire as follows: 


“AN OLD CHURCH ON FIRE” 


“ELAMES IN POSSESSION OF SAINT LUKE’s CHURCH ON HupsON STREET.” 


“Shortly after seven o’clock on the evening of January 2d, 1886, smoke 
was seen escaping from the northwest corner of the church. The fire alarm 
was sounded, a moment later the windows on that side were lit up by a flame 
inside the chancel. When the first engine arrived the flames were darting 
through the west end of the roof. The firemen were afraid the fire had gained 
too much of a headway, and as a precautionary measure ‘sent out two more 
alarms which brought eleven engines to the spot. The street cars were stopped, 
and the long line of red lights extending up and down Hudson Street, looked 
like bivouac fires on a battlefield. Some of the firemen mounted on ladders to 
the roof, while others dragged hose into the body of the church. The church 
was full of smoke but through the smoke shone a bright flame along the north 
wall near the altar, running up to the roof. The firemen turned a half-dozen 
streams in that direction and plied axes vigorously on the flooring around the 
chancel, and in the smoke and dim light of their lanterns appeared like so many 
agents of the evil one wreaking vengeance on the sacred building, while the 
men on the roof chopped away the burning timbers and then played down on 
the fire through the holes their axes made. In a half-hour the flames no longer 
showed, and in a half-hour more the firemen had chopped away the plastering 
around the place where the fire had started in the first place and ran up to the 
roof. The hanging ceiling over the altar which was full of flames and through 
which the fire had spread in the first place, was cut away, When the firemen 
took their hose away, the entire church was flooded with water. Cushions and 
hymn books floated here and there Nearly half the ceiling had been cut away 
or had fallen. The lining of the north wall where the fire was hottest had 
been burned or chopped away by the firemen for the length of a dozen feet. 
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The rest of it was blackened and scorched. A few feet of the carpet near the 
altar was burned and the rest of it was soaked. Several of the stained-glass 
windows had been broken, including the two beautiful memorial ones pre- 
sented to the parish many years ago. The organ, a most valuable one, was 
completely ruined and the chancel entirely wrecked.” 

The rector called a special meeting of the vestry for the evening 
of January 4th, 1886, to be held at the “Home for Old Men and 
Aged Couples” which directly adjoined the burned church on the » 
north. At one time during the height of the fire, it seemed threat- 
ened by the flames, so that the firemen to protect it directed a con- 
tinuous stream of water over its roof and rear wall. As the vestry- 
room of the church was completely demolished, the meeting took 
place in this building. 

“The rector announced the object of the meeting to consider the 
condition of the church building which was seriously impaired by 
fire which occurred the Saturday evening previous, January 2nd, 
1886, at 7 o’clock, and to take proper action in the matter. After 
much consideration it was moved by Mr. Botts, seconded by Mr. 
Van Blaricom, that a committee be appointed to consist of the rec- 
tor and wardens to confer with the insurance companies, the Royal 
Insurance Co. of Liverpool & London, and the People’s Insurance Co. 
of New York, who insured the church property, upon the subject of 
the losses sustained by the fire on the 2nd inst. and to report to the 
vestry at its next meeting. The motion was carried. Dr. Ward then 
arrived at the meeting, Mr. Van Blaricom moved that he be added to 
the committee, which was ordered. The meeting adjourned to meet at 
the call of the rector. He summoned a meeting for the evening of 
January 21st, to be held at the residence of the senior warden, Mr. 
Francis Pott, 59 West 17th Street. The committee appointed to 
confer with the Insurance Companies on the subject of claims of the 
church upon them, reported that the claim submitted by the com- 
mittee for losses by fire to the altar, reredos, church furniture and 
books amounting to $4,189.77, had been accepted by the companies, 
as also the claim for the organ for $6,000.” 

The rector, Mr. Botts, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Stone were appointed 
a building committee to see to the restoration of the church edifice 
and its interior furnishings. On January 23rd, estimates from sev- 
eral builders were presented to the vestry to restore the church 
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| building. “The rector reported he had had an interview with the 
- Royal Insurance Company, and as to the estimate of Mr. Edward 
Smith, their builder, to repair the church for $6,100, and that 
| amount was the highest sum the Company would settle for. On 
| motion of Mr. Pott the vestry accepted the estimate.” 

“After some discussion it was moved by Mr. Botts that a com- 
| mittee of the rector and wardens be appointed and empowered to 
settle with the Insurance Company and to elect either to receive 
from them $6,100, or to allow the Company to restore the church 
building in a satisfactory condition, and also to confer with Trinity 
Church and solicit aid from them if it should be found necessary.” 
_ Mr. Van Blaricom and Mr. Pulis were appointed a committee to 
secure a suitable organ for the church. 


DEATH OF RECTOR’S DAUGHTERS 


In the minutes of June 18th, 1886, the following preamble and 
resolution is inscribed :—‘‘Relative to the recent deaths: of Miss 
Mary Beecher Tuttle and Miss Alice Tuttle, the daughters of our 
beloved rector. Whereas, we, the representatives of Saint Luke’s 
Church, take this opportunity to express our sorrowful realization 
of the great loss this parish has sustained in the removal from our 
midst by death of two of our dearest and most devoted associates, 
Mary B. and Alice Tuttle, so dearly beloved by us all. Though 
profoundly aware of the inadequacy of phrases to express the re- 
alization of the double misfortune, we desire to record our heart- 
felt sorrow at this irreparable loss which our little community has 
been called upon to mourn. 

The void occasioned by the removal from us of two such amiable, 
loving and faithful adherents of the Church, and such exemplars of 
true religion, can hardly be measured by such formal tributes as we 
now offer. We can, therefore, simply acknowledge our affliction 
tempered by the belief that our merciful Saviour by His death hath 
destroyed death, and by His rising to life again hath restored them 
to everlasting life. Accepting these sad dispensations with a grate- 
ful sense of appreciation of the loving examples and Christian forti- 
tude of our beloved sisters, we bow submissively to the Divine Will 
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in this dispensation, and offer our sincere and heartfelt sympathy 
to our beloved pastor in this double affliction. Resolved, that these 
resolutions be placed upon the minutes of this vestry, and a copy be 
sent to the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., and published in the 
New York Churchman.” 

The younger daughter, Alice, died at Thomasville, Georgia, 
Thursday, March 11th, 1886. It happened that a regular meeting 
of Saint Luke’s Parish Guild was called for that evening, but when 
the sad intelligence arrived that evening a committee was appointed 
to prepare a suitable minute, and the meeting without transacting 
any business then adjourned for one week. On March 18th, the 
following minute was adopted and ordered to be entered on the 
records of the Parish Guild and a copy of the same transmitted to 
Reverend Doctor Tuttle. 

“In the death of Miss Alice Tuttle, Saint Luke’s Parish has lost 
one whose whole life has been identified with it, and whose lovely 
character has been such as to impress most deeply all those who have 
been permitted to witness its beautiful development. Though very 
delicate in her physical organization she was strongest in those ele- 
ments which enter into the best kind of human excellence. Animated 
by an exalted sense of duty, she allowed no personal consideration 
to swerve her from discharging it to the full measure of her ability, 
and while forgetful of self, she was ever thoughtful of others. 
Those with whom she has been associated in the Sunday School, and 
other parochial organizations with which she was connected, will 
never cease to miss her gentle presence and efficient co-operation. 

She bore with unwearied patience the cross of weakness and suf- 
fering, which it was the will of the Divine Master to lay upon her, 
but it has yielded abundant fruit in preparing her for a higher place 
in His blessed service. And now He has called her nearer to Him- 
self, out of this scene of earthly trial into the rest and peace of 
Paradise. But she has left behind the undying record of a life hid 
with Christ in God, and though her gracious presence will long be 
missed in the circle to which it contributed so much, yet we know 
assuredly that our loss has been her gain and that passing ‘out of 


the darkness into the light’ she has gone to be forever with the 
Lord. 
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To the Reverend Doctor Tuttle, our beloved rector, the president 
of the Guild, and to his surviving daughter, we tender our respect- 
ful and affectionate sympathy.” 


Alice was a favorite in the parish, and the above resolution of the 
Guild was a spontaneous expression uttered from the heart of Saint 
Luke’s parishioners. The officers and teachers of the Sunday School 
also held a meeting and adopted respectful resolutions which were 
recorded in the minutes of the Teachers’ Association and a copy sent 
to Doctor Tuttle, who was then in Thomasville, Georgia. 

From there he wrote the following letter, April 6th, addressed to 
the members of Saint Luke’s Parish Guild and the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Association of Saint Luke’s Church. 


My dear friends: — 


I have read many times the tender expressions in the minutes you so 
kindly ordered to be sent to your rector and his daughter, on the loss of their 
Alice. You all know how blamelessly and holily she walked among you. But 
she did not walk alone. Many daughters in Saint Luke’s, she believed, loved the 
Lord Jesus and patterned after Him quite as closely as she did. And in those 
holy hours, as the night of death drew near, it was our delight to recall the 
living and departed of years gone by, and mention the gentle characters of the 
flock by name. 

May God bless you for the minutes spread on the record of your Guild 
and for the copies so kindly forwarded to the rector’s little family. And with 
you I thank the Giver of all grace for the blessed influence of the Church 
which fitted our departed one, with so many other dear parishioners, for His 
Everlasting Kingdom. 

Your very affectionate rector, 


ISAAC HH. ULULE: 


Towards the last of May, when it became evident it was impos- 
sible to restore the health of his only remaining child, Mary Beecher 
Tuttle, she was brought up from Georgia to her father’s home in 
New York City, 58 East 86th Street. There she passed away, Wed- 
nesday, June 2nd, 1886. Memorials of her were written by Saint 
Luke’s Parish Guild, the Sunday School Teachers’ Assocation, and 
published in Saint Luke’s Parish Monthly. To this memorial he 
replied as follows :— 

Saint Luke’s Rooms, June, 1886. 


To Saint Luke’s Parish Guild :— 


Most dearly do I prize the Memorial you have entered on your minutes, 
and a copy of which you have so kindly furnished me. I should highly prize 
it as a sweet assurance of your sympathy and a token of your love; I doubly 
prize it for so strikingly setting forth certain distinguishing marks of my 
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daughter’s Christian character and divine life; a life she ever struggled to purify 
and devote as to her Creator and Redeemer; a life she was sensitively anxious 
should be exemplary that it might never mar the influence of her father’s sacred 
calling. May I not summon your testimony to how blamelessly and holily she 
passed her whole probationary life in this parish of her love. While such a 
life lights the future with glorious evidence, I cannot escape or conceal the sad 
present dreadful experience in the loss of that devoted life, and the terrible 
blank when its light at my side went out. 


Your very affectionate rector, 
ISAAC H. TUTTLE. 


While these sad events were transpiring in the rector’s family, 
the restoration of the church was in progress. The ladies of Saint 
Luke’s under the leadership of Mrs. Julian Botts organized as an 
auxiliary reconstruction committee to the vestry and projected a 
fair to take place in the Sunday School Room during February. 
The rector, during that month, was with his daughters in Thomas- 
ville, Georgia, and from there he wrote at Mrs. Botts’ request, a 
letter for the “Fair Paper.” At that time he was hoping against 
hope that the salubrious climate of the South might restore his 
daughters’ uncertain condition of health, and he sent the following 
humorous account of a sojourn among the colored servants of the 
South. 

“For the Fair Paper” 
Thomasville, Georgia, February 12th, 1886. 


“The first suggestion as we passed by Charleston of the ‘lost cause’ came 
from two dogs which started with a fearful bound and speed after the train, 
but gradually weakened and finally suspended their efforts in apparent disgust. 

The train kept ambitiously on its track, through the ever surrounding 
swamps, pine trees and oaks, and trailing jessamines not yet in blossom. After 
two nights of sleeping car rest, and twenty hours of day-dreams, we reached 
and welcomed Thomasville. Georgia suggests a Yankee state. It has enter- 
prise and home comforts. A week’s sojourn at the popular ‘Piney Woods 
Hotel’ encouraged a sojourn here during our stay at the South. 

“We find what we sought, a delightful southern family, where we are the 
only boarders, and where the ample rooms and table, and refined household 
should satisfy the most fastidious. The only doleful sights about the premises 
are the poor withered orange trees whose glory has all passed into the brown 
leaves which are curled into a crisp. It would have been delightful to put 
one’s hands out of the windows and draw in a limb of that luscious golden fruit. 
Happily, however, that fruit is on our table in abundance. Sixteen hundred 
oranges from one of these trees were picked a day or two before the ever to 
be remembered cold of last January froze everything South as well as North. 
The loss of oranges will not be so apparent this year, as in the coming seasons 
while the trees are struggling to recover from this terrible bite. 

Apparently the blacks are the most numerous class here. It is surprising 
how many are needed for each white family; my daughters have tried to keep 
the run of the servants into our rooms from early dawn till bed-time. 
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No. 1 knocks in the morning to make a blazing fire to dress by. 
No. 2 knocks and enters to learn whether No. 1 has started the fire. 
No. 3 comes to see whether the occupant of the room wants anything. 


No. 4 with a louder knock and a higher pitch of voice, would learn if the ladies 
are sufficiently progressing to allow the breakfast bell to ring soon. 


The greatest time, however, is at the afternoon ‘siesta. The whole army 
of domestics are then sufficiently at leisure to begin their rounds. First knock 
‘Come in.” ‘Is the fire doing well?’—Second knock. ‘Well, come in.’ 
‘Would you have some wood piled on the fire?—Third knock. ‘Well? ‘Has 
Mary brought you in any wood?’—Fourth knock. ‘Well, who is it?’ ‘It’s 
me. ‘Who is me?’ ‘Sallie’ ‘Now Sallie, will you,—and tell all the other 
servants—not to come to my door again in two hours?’ ‘Yes, Ma’am,’ and 
perfectly delighted. | 
The blacks are powerful in religious devotions. However, any degree of 
excitement, and even fanaticism, is better than frozen indifference. Saturdays 
here are always the great market days when all the negroes in town, and out, 
are in full force and dress, fill the streets with extemporized vehicles drawn by 
cows, mules, donkeys or any other four legged animals, bringing a peck of 
potatoes to sell, and carrying back a pipe and two whiffs of tobacco. As a 
whole they are a clean jolly set. On these market days even the more religious 
become a little hilarious, but when the men approach toa scuffle, some devout one 
suggests, “old fellows, you’d better be on your knees praying!” It has been my 
privilege to preach in the little church here, and the worshippers appear devout. 
How delightful! Go where you will the mother of us all knows her children, 
and they rejoice in their mother church, 

While the fierce winds were howling, and the snow blinding the eyes of 
our friends at the North, we were walking through the delightful pines, and 
the soft air was most soothing to tender lungs. My thoughts and heart are 
with my dear parishioners. I know what a fair at Saint Luke’s means, hearts 
and hands in earnest activities. 

That God may bless you and give good success to your endeavors is our 
joint expression through your loving rector, 


PoAanO hy aU TTR 


The list of names on the certificate of election for Easter Monday, 
April 26th, 1886, appears in duplicate of the past three years. At 
this meeting the committee on restoring the church reported pro- 
gress. Also, that contracts for work on the building, and decora- 
tions of the chancel, and furnishings, injured by fire January 2nd 
last, amounted to about $14,000. and that $14,612.89 had been re- 
ceived, leaving an unexpected balance of over $612 on hand. 

The treasurer presented his report of receipts and expenses since 
October 13th, 1885, showing a deficit of $70.67. The separate fire 
account showed a balance on hand to date of $10, 922.06. 

_ It was resolved that the building committee proceed with the im- 
provements to the church to the extent of the funds remaining with 
the treasurer. Doctor Ward, having expressed dissatisfaction as 
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to the manner in which the builders had performed the work on the 
two side arches of the church, on motion Dr. Ward was added to 
the building committee appointed to attend to repairing the church 
building, and to report with them at the next meeting how the de- 
fects complained of could be remedied. The committee appointed 
to procure a new organ reported progress—that the organ builder 
chosen was Mr. Harrison, and that Mr. Carpenter, the organist, was 
aiding the committee with advice. 

The important subject of the re-consecration of the church was 
presented by the rector, and it was moved by Mr. Patey and sec- 
onded by Mr. McDonald that the proper papers be prepared for 
the purpose and that the ceremony take place the last Sunday in 
June. It was resolved that a committee consisting of the rector and 
Mr. Patey be appointed to take the proper steps for the re-consecra- 
tion of the church on June 27th, 1886. 

The following account is copied from Saint Luke’s Monthly, 
dated July 3rd, 1886. 


“RE-CONSECRATION OF SAINT LUKE’S” 


“Once more the sacred building which we all love so dearly has 
been solemnly dedicated and set apart for the service of God, and 
separated anew from all worldly, unhallowed and common uses. 
On Sunday last, June 27th, it was consecrated by the Right Rev- 
erend, the Assistant Bishop of the Diocese. The instrument of 
donation after being read by Mr. Patey was handed to the Bishop, 
who, in receiving it, took under his spiritual charge the church 
property. The improvements which have been made are quite well 
known, we trust, to most, if not all of our parishioners, but for the 
benefit of those of our subscribers and others who have not been 
able as yet to attend service in the church, we give below an epitome 
of them. 

“Among the foremost we would make mention of the beautiful 
memorial gifts which have been placed in the church, first of which 
is a most elaborate brass pulpit given by our beloved rector in mem- 
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ory of his son, H. Croswell, and his daughter, Mary B. Tuttle. Next 
we mention a handsome brass eagle lectern given by Dr. Charles S. 
Ward in memory of his wife, Julia Marion, another daughter of the 
rector, and last, a beautiful brass and wood sanctuary rail, with 
elaborate brazen gates, which was placed by the congregation and 
Sunday School in memory of the youngest of the rector’s daughters, 
Miss Alice Tuttle. The handsome white marble altar, which was so 
badly damaged by the fire that it was at first feared it would be im- 
possible to have it repaired, has under the skillful hands of Mr. 
Klaber, been so restored that it is verily “as good as new,’ and there 
is not a portion of it which shows aught of the ill effects of its 
‘baptism of fire.’ It is certainly a cause of great rejoicing that it 
could be placed once more in its old position, and even, though a 
portion of it is new, it is yet the old altar which has become so en- 
deared to us all. In regard to the organ, we were not so fortunate, 
there being literally nothing of value left of it. The new one, how- 
ever, is in place, and seems to be a very fine instrument and Mr. 
Carpenter is delighted. Mr. Harrison, the builder, has arranged 
for an organ recital, which will not take place until after we have 
gone to press, but which we trust will amply demonstrate to all, 
what we already believe, viz: that it far surpasses the old instrument. 
Another very marked improvement has been made by raising the 
three arches which divide the chancel from the nave, and also the 
one dividing the sanctuary from the choir. 

“The colors used in the decorations have been made somewhat 
softer, so the church will be somewhat lighter than before, and 
lastly, the carpets are all quite fresh and new. 

“We have great cause for congratulation and thankfulness to the 
Author of all good, that the church which we all so dearly love could 
be restored so nearly as it was before that terrible night of the 
second of January, and yet that it could be so improved. Let us 
each try by God’s help, to realize more than ever before that it is 
God’s own house, and, indeed, ‘the Gate of Heaven.’”’ 


The issue of “The Parish Monthly” of the same date, also con- 
tains this note: “Saint Luke’s may justly feel proud of its wardens 
and vestrymen. They have been tried, as it were, by fire, and they 
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have fully ‘proved’ themselves. It was the rector’s desire that the 
church should be opened for services on Whitsunday, but there was 
much to be done and it seemed as though it would be impossible to 
comply with his wishes, but the vestry personally lent their aid, 
(even to laying carpets, as the writer saw) and everything was made 
ready for the impressive services of that day. 

“July was approaching when the rector was expected to leave on a 
vacation, when an application came from the assistant, the Reverend 
Clarence Buel, for a three months leave of absence. The vestry 
considered the request at some length, and finally resolved that in 
the absence of the rector it seemed inexpedient that the leave of 
absence of the assistant should be extended beyond two months. 
In reply to the decision of the vestry, Mr. Buel wrote the following 
letter to the clerk. ‘I amin receipt of your communication informing 
me that the vestry had passed a resolution to the effect, that in the 
absence of the rector, it would not seem expedient that my own leave 
should be extended beyond two months. I quite appreciate the 
reason for this decision as expressed in the resolution adopted by 
the vestry, and I shall hope in the two months which have been 
accorded to me, to accomplish all the objects for the attainment of 
which I take my vacation.” “The Parish Monthly” relates Mr. Buel 
sailed on the Guion steamer, the “Wyoming,” on the 29th of June. 
“He will pass much of his time in Switzerland, and will no doubt 
feast upon the sublime scenery of the snow clad Alps. His daugh- 
ter, now in Oferhaven, on Lake Thurn, will return with him.” 

Mr. John T, Patey, a member of the vestry, and a lawyer by pro- 
fession, had been actively identified with Saint Luke’s parish since 
1874, when he first became a teacher in the Sunday School. In 1881 
the rector requested him to take charge of the Sunday School as 
Superintendent, and in 1883 he was elected to the vestry. In 1886 
he organized Saint Luke’s Parish Guild and for a time was editor of 
the Parish Monthly. In July and August of 1886 the rector pro- 
posed that he should return to his home in England in order to re- 
cover from a severe illness, and on his return in September at the 
suggestion of Doctor Tuttle he studied for the ministry. In 1888 
he succeeded Mr. Buel as assistant to the rector. 
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DEATH OF MR. HEDGES 


In September of 1886 the vestry lost by death one of its oldest 
members, Mr. Charles Hedges. The following memorial is recorded 
in the minutes of December, 1886. 


“In the Providence of God this vestry has been called to mourn 
the loss of one of their oldest and most esteemed members, Mr. 
Charles Hedges, who departed this life on the first day of Septem- 
ber, 1886. . 

“Mr. Hedges was a member of this vestry for twenty years, and 
during that period always evinced a lively interest in the welfare of 
this parish. While in health he was constant in attendance upon the 
services of the Church, and by his humble and devout participation 
in them was a worthy example to his brethren. He was active in 
the Church work, and in the sessions of our body his mature judg- 
ment and counsel were most valuable. In the days of his prosperity 
and health, he responded generously to the calls of the parish for 
his aid, and when deprived of both, he still desired to do what he 
could to further the Church work. Called upon to bear severe trials 
in the loss of property and of health, he bowed with patient sub- 
mission to his Heavenly Father’s will. He was cheered and com- 
forted by God’s presence, and by the loving attentions of his devoted 
wife, and the sympathy of his numerous friends. 

“We shall sorely miss his presence from our midst. His ever 
courteous manner and warm friendship won for him the respect 
and affection of all who knew him. Resolved, that this minute be 
placed upon the records of the church, and a copy sent to the widow 
of the deceased with the assurance of the deep sympathy of the rec- 
tor, wardens and vestrymen in her great bereavement and that it will 
be printed in Saint Luke’s Parish Monthly.” 

Mr. Hedges was elected a vestryman on Easter Monday, 1866, 
and in the year 1875 he succeeded Mr. Isaac Seltzer in the office 
of clerk, the duties of which he performed until 1881 when ill health 
obliged him to relinquish the work. Mr. Alexander L. McDonald 
became his successor. 

After the evening service on Sunday, February 2oth, 1887, the 
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rector convened a special meeting of the vestry for the purpose of 
signing the testimonials of Mr. John T. Patey who was soon to be 
ordained to the Diaconate by the Bishop of the Diocese. Those 
present were the rector, I, H. Tuttle, D.D., Mr. Alexander L. 
McDonald, junior warden, and the vestrymen, Messrs. Julian Botts, 
J. H. Pulis, J. Stone and John T. Patey. All of whom wrote their 
signatures to the necessary document. 

At the Easter election, Monday, April 11th, 1887, two new mem- 
bers were admitted to the board. Mr. Thomas G. Pratt was chosen 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Hedges, and Mr. 
Charles Emmons succeeded Reverend John T. Patey who resigned 
on account of his ordination to holy orders. Mr. Francis Pott re- 
tained his office as senior warden and treasurer, and Mr. Alex. L. 
McDonald continued as junior warden and clerk of the vestry. 
Messrs. Francis Pott, Alex. L. McDonald and Julian Botts were 
elected as delegates to the Diocesan Convention. The following 
committees were appointed: 


Punanceny tacks ceased sees Eten ate Messrs. Pott and McDonald 

SIDDLIOS fava.a Uacpteraey 4x wastes ety tre eee ae ee “ Pott and Pulis 

Weta EG 7. ciate Bhs cata Pte leh, Beeld titel eiarteen ee ‘if McDonald, Taylor and 
Emmons 

Rew Al sci cide socate saleta wis thowere s thet eet Messrs. Botts, Van Blaricom and 
Stone 

WESC Cee ee ee a htncces Cee vena ieee Messrs. Ward, Stone and Pratt 

TREDAITS ice carte.» ie PAA ve ee he Seas AG ‘+ Pott, Botts and Stone 


At a meeting held May 13th, 1887, “the rector expressed a desire 
that the Reverend J. J. Cornish be retained in the parish after his 
ordination to the priesthood, and that he and the wardens be author- 
ized to sign the certificate to that effect.” Also, that the Reverend 
John T. Patey desired to be recognized as assistant minister to the 
parish, and that the necessary certificate be signed as in the former 
case. The motion was agreed upon and all the members present 
wrote their signatures to the certificates. 

A letter was read from the Reverend Philip Burnett of Christ 
Church, Gloversville, N. Y., requesting the gift of the old pulpit 
in Saint Luke’s, which had been replaced by a brass one given by the 
rector as a memorial to his son, H. Croswell, and his daughter, 
Mary Beecher Tuttle. The request “was granted with great cheer- 
fulness,”’ so the minutes record, and Mr. James Stone on behalf of 
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his son-in-law, the Reverend Mr. Burnett, “returned his hearty 
| thanks to the vestry,” adding that Christ Church at Gloversville 
_ “was soon to be consecrated.” 

“The rector presented an application from Mr. J. W. Carpenter, 
the organist of the church, for an increase of his salary of $200 a 
year, as he required it for his support. After consideration, upon 
motion of Mr. Botts, seconded by Mr. McDonald, it was ordered 
that Mr. Carpenter’s salary be increased $100 per year, and the 
treasurer be authorized to pay him an additional salary of $100 a 
year when the condition of the treasury would warrant it.” 


STARTLING INTELLIGENCE 


On December 5th, 1887, the vestry meeting was held at the resi- 
dence of the senior warden, Mr. Pott, No. 59 West 17th Street, on 
account of his ill health. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were corrected to read that the Reverends Cornish and Patey de- 
sired to be recognized as assistant ministers to the rector in place 
“of the Parish.” After the treasurer’s statement of a debit account 
of $130.32, about which no comment appears, the rector proceeded 
to submit to the vestry “the substance of a communication from the 
rector and comptroller of Trinity Church regarding the occupying 
and building on their grounds at Clarkson, Hudson and Leroy 
Streets. This property of Trinity comprising nearly a whole city 
square, was located only two and a half blocks south of Saint 
Luke’s, and known at that time as “Saint John’s Old Burying 
Ground.” At the present day it is a playground for children, and 
under the control of the Park Department of the City. A thunder- 
bolt striking Saint Luke’s could not have occasioned more alarm than 
the intelligence Doctor Tuttle imparted to the vestry at this meeting. 
At first it was resolved that a committee be appointed to confer 
with the comptroller of Trinity Church in regard to the position of 
Saint Luke’s, for it would seem an encroachment on its parish 
boundaries. After deliberation, however, it was decided as more 
judicious that the rector of Saint Luke’s communicate directly 
with the rector and comptroller of Trinity Church. The following 
is his letter: 
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Saint Luke’s Church, New York 
December 6th, 1887. 
To the 
Rev'd. Morgan Dix, Rector 
S. V. R. Cruger, Esq., Comptroller 
Trinity Church, New York City 


Dears Sirs :— 

At a meeting held December 5th, 1887, of the wardens and vestrymen 
of Saint Luke’s Church in this city called to consider the matter submitted 
to them through the undersigned by the rector and comptroller of Trinity 
Church, I beg to present an outline of the proceedings. 

I endeavored to place before the vestry the substance of your communica- 
tion to me, viz: That Trinity Church had in view the erection on grounds 
between Clarkson and Leroy Sts. and fronting on Hudson St. extensive 
buildings adequate for large congregations of worship, for schools, for hospital 
and for enlarged Church work in various departments. The plans contemplated 
would cover, it was thought, all the Church needs in this quarter of the city, 
thus supplanting Saint Luke’s Church, absorbing its congregation, rendering its 
corporate existence no longer necessary and not possible with its present appro- 
priation from Trinity withdrawn. 

The vital point for this vestry was, if Trinity Church carries out the 
above plan, what becomes of Saint Luke’s parish, its corporate character, its 
charter, the charge of its sacred dead and whatever property it may possess? 
My reply was all these I suppose are expected to be surrendered by us, Saint 
Luke’s corporate life to be extinguished, its property assigned to Trinity Cor- 
poration, Saint Luke’s congregation disintegrated, and those who wish, to have 
the privilege of the ministrations in the new church edifice at Clarkson St. 
which will bear the name of Saint Luke’s Chapel, the maintenance of which will 
be provided for by Trinity Church. 


The vestry then asked, will the proposed Saint Luke’s Chapel share in the 
legal and corporate life of Trinity Church? 


“Probably not,’’ I answered, but become a missionary station like that of 
Saint Chrysostom or Saint Augustine. Here Saint Luke’s vestry was deeply 
moved. ‘They referred to the long existence of Saint Luke’s and its sacred 
associations, that it had been conspicuous for the number of Bishops from its 
rectors, for its earnest Church works, for its acknowledged lead in the revival 
of Church life some fifty years ago, for its priority among us in daily services 
and weekly communions and saints days observances. 


While they appreciated the interest and aid extended to their parish by 
Trinity Church, they felt they had done all in their power for the efficiency of 
their parish in this section of Trinity’s property, and that the record of their 
parish in the way of charities and support of all Church objects and parochial 
statistics generally, showed that the pecuniary assistance received had only 
stimulated this parish to its very best endeavors. 


The vestry was here reminded that it was designed by Trinity to provide 
church buildings with every appliance for reaching the spiritual wants of this 
section of the city, and that the new building should bear the name of Saint 
Luke’s Chapel. They asked, “is it anything more than a name, or merely a 
mission station they are offered to attend—if only the latter they thought this 
implied they could not be trusted safely with a voice or a vote in the corporate 
body, that they would henceforth be deprived of the franchise precious to 
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Americans in Church and State. They doubted whether in this part of the 
city the Church as a mission station would have much force and character with 
the staid people in the Ninth Ward; that though a mission station might well 
be started in certain neighborhoods where there had been no church, it was quite 
another thing to blot out a working parish, and supply its place with a mission 
congregation. 

In fine the vestry felt that to surrender their fair name, their autonomy, 
their charter, their location with such rights and titles of its property as they 
may possess, involved the gravest considerations as affecting the sacredness of 
their trust. 


After prolonged discussion in which were recognized the considerate aid 
extended by Trinity to Saint Luke’s and that the best welfare of the parish 
in their trust should actuate their deliberations, the convictions of the vestry 
were formulated in the following minute: 


Resolved, that while Saint Lukes vdstry is willing to consider the ques- 
tion of surrendering its corporate existence and become absorbed in Trinity 
Parish as suggested by its rector and comptroller, it is the present conviction 
of Saint Luke’s vestry that the surrender of its corporate life and property 


AAD? 


should be upon its express understanding that “Saint Luke’s” shall be made a 
Chapel of Trinity Church with a representation upon the same basis and have 
similar powers as possessed by the three present chapels of Trinity Corporation. 


The resolution was unanimously carried. 


Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) ISAAC H. TUTTLE, 
Rector of Saint Luke’s Church. 


P.S. In my desire to follow the drift of the above subject as it passed along 
in the discussion of the vestry, there is some apparent repetition, and I have 
omitted to state that if desired a committee of this vestry will be glad to meet 
any committee Trinity may be disposed to appoint for conference on the above 


subject. 
| Begll & BO We 
T. G. Pratt, Clerk, pro tem. 


On April 8th, 1888, a special meeting was called after morning 
service in the vestry room. Those present were the Rector, Wardens 
Pott and McDonald, and Vestrymen Botts, Taylor, Pulis, Stone, 
Van Blaricom, Emmons and Pratt. At this meeting the rector and 
wardens were appointed a committee to confer with the rector and 
comptroller of Trinity Parish. 

Previous to this meeting on Easter Monday, April 2nd, 1888, the 
election of wardens and vestrymen took place for the ensuing year, 
the result being the board remained the same as the year before. 
On account of impaired eyesight Mr. Alexander McDonald declined 
re-election as clerk, and Mr. T. G. Pratt was chosen to fill the office in 
his place. Messrs. Pott, McDonald and Botts were elected delegates 
to attend the next Diocesan Convention. 
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At a meeting held May Ist, 1888, at the residence of the senior 
warden, Mr. Francis Pott, No. 59 West 17th Street, the committee 
appointed to confer with Trinity Corporation reported a satisfactory 
interview. That it was stated to them by the comptroller, the vestry 
of Trinity Church had decided instead of spending a large amount 
for repairs on Saint John’s Chapel, it proposed to build a chapel, 
hospital and schools on their property on Leroy, Hudson and Clark- 
son Streets, suitable for the wants of the Church in all of that sec- 
tion of the city. Furthermore, if Saint Luke’s Church were willing 
to dispose of its property and move uptown, Trinity Church would 
probably consent to purchase the property belonging to Saint Luke’s 
and give for it $150,000. 

It was resolved on motion, at the close of this report, “that the 
rector and wardens be continued as a committee with power to 
make final arrangements and settlement with Trinity Church on 
the basis above mentioned.” 


NEW SAINT LUKE’S 


From this instant until October the committee of which the 
rector was chairman became active in the search of a new site 
for Saint Luke’s. Various locations uptown were visited, some of 
the committee preferring the east side, but the rector and major- 
ity of the vestry favored the west side on account of the church’s 
origin in Hudson Street. Sometimes the rector went alone to ex- 
plore for building lots. He argued if we must go uptown, we will 
go far enough north to be sure of peace for at least a good long 
term of years. So he stood one day on the corner of 14Ist Street 
and Convent Avenue, looking at a sign board, “lots for sale,” 
when an energetic appearing young man accosted him. “Why 
Doctor Tuttle, what are you doing away up here?” When he 
observed no returning look of recognition, he added, “Oh, you 
don’t know me I can see,—but I know you very well—I was one 
of your boys in old Saint Luke’s. It can’t be possible Saint 
Luke’s is going to take unto itself wings and fly, and you are 
looking for a place for it to alight upon?” “That is precisely 
what I am here for,’ Doctor Tuttle replied. “Bring Saint Luke’s 
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up here,” said the brisk young man, “and I will give you 
$5,000.00.” And he did and what is more, he stirred up another man 
who gave $10,000. 

On Monday evening, October 22nd, 1888, the vestry met at the 
residence of the senior warden, Mr. Francis Pott. After action was 
taken on the dismissal of the sexton, Henry Siessman, and the en- 
gagement of a substitute, Thomas Brennan, who proved satisfactory 
many years (resigning in 1904), the following extract was read 
from the minutes of the Standing Committee of Trinity Parish, 
dated October 15th, 1888. 


“Upon authority granted by the vestry it was Resolved, that upon 
a contract being made with Saint Luke’s Church passed on the 11th 
of June, 1888, this committee will advance from time to time to the 
Corporation of said church such sums of money not exceeding Sixty 
Thousand dollars as may be necessary to enable said corporation to 
purchase a new site and to provide for the removal of the remains 
in the present churchyard. Such advances to be applied without in- 
terest as payments on account of the purchase of Saint Luke’s 
Church when the conveyance thereof shall be made for delivery, and 
in the meantime the money advanced for the purchase of lots to be 
secured upon the lots purchased for the new site, and the money 
advanced for the removal of the remains to be secured by the bond 
of Saint Luke’s Church.” 

(Signed) S. V. R. CRUGER, 


Compiroller. 


It was resolved by the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church to accept the 
above offer by Trinity Church to purchase the property—viz: One 
hundred and fifty-five feet on Hudson Street by one hundred and 
twenty-five feet deep, for the sum of One.Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand dollars on receiving a good and satisfactory title to the 
same. It was further resolved that Saint Luke’s Corporation take 
immediate measures for the removal of the dead from the vaults 
around the church in order to convey within two years a title to its 
property to Trinity Corporation clear of all incumbrances. 

“It was Resolved, that the rector, the two wardens, to wit, Francis 
Pott and Alexander L. McDonald; two vestrymen, Charles S. Ward, 
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M.D., and Julian Botts, be a committee of five with power to pro- 
cure the site for a new church on the N. E. corner of 141st Street 
and Convent Avenue, of not less than eight lots and to affix the 
seal of this Corporation to the within contract to sell Saint Luke’s 
property to Trinity Church Corporation on the conditions above 
mentioned and accepted, and to transact any other agreements as may 
be found necessary to effect a legal sale and transfer of the property 
of Saint Luke’s Church in Hudson Street, and to acquire title to the 
land on which to erect a new church edifice. 

“RESOLVED, That when the vestry adjourns, it adjourns to meet on 
the grounds proposed for a site of the new church on Monday next, 
October 29th, 1888. 

“ResoLvep, That unless the vestry at this proposed meeting on 
Monday, 29th of October shall decline to endorse the location of 
141st Street and Convent Avenue, this location shall be the site for 
the proposed Saint Luke’s Church.” 


Accordingly the vestry met on the grounds of the new site, October 
29, 1888, and unanimously approved of the location selected on 
which to build Saint Luke’s Church. 

A meeting of the committee of five took place November 6, 1888, 
at the residence of the senior warden, Mr. Francis Pott, 59 West 17th 
Street, with all members present. The rector read the contract for 
the purchase of Saint Luke’s Church on the part of Trinity Church 
Corporation, also the contract for the sale of the same on the part of 
Saint Luke’s Church Corporation, for the sum of One Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand dollars ($150,000. ) 

The rector also read the contract for binding the purchase and 
sale of Five (5) lots situated on the northeast corner of Convent 
Avenue and One Hundred and Forty-first Street for the sum of 
Fifty Thousand ($50,000) dollars, it being understood and agreed 
that the owner of the lots (Mr. Butler) donates $10,000 on behalf of 
Mr. Guinet and is to give a receipt ta Saint Luke’s Corporation 
for the said $10,000 as being part payment for the property as above 
specified. 

On resolution the rector and clerk of the vestry were authorized 
to sign the contracts as above mentioned and affix the seal of the 
church Corporation—all of which was adopted unanimously. 
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The rector also stated that three (3) additional lots adjoined the 
five (5) lots purchased from Mr. Butler had been purchased from 
Mr. W. H. De Forest for the sum of $15,000, said lots being located 
in rear of those purchased from Mr. Butler and located on the north- 
west corner of Hamilton Terrace and 141st Street, which was rati- 
fied and adopted unanimously. 

It was further agreed that the rector and clerk of the vestry be 
authorized to sign the contract for said purchases and affix the seal of 
Saint Luke’s Corporation thereon with the proviso that all of the 
contracts have the certificate of the attorney of Saint Luke’s as 
correct. The rector also stated that it might be expedient to ask the 
option for one year for purchasing the two additional lots next 
northerly to those purchased on Hamilton Terrace from Mr. 
DeForest. On motion the rector was authorized to carry out this 
suggestion, and the committee adjourned. 

The next meeting of the vestry took place in the church on Hud- 
son Street, Monday evening, November 26th, when it was “Resolved 
that the pew committee, Messrs. Botts, Van Blaricom and Stone, 
be empowored to rent twenty-five or more pews in the church at a 
nominal rent, so as to legally enable a meeting of pew holders to 
attend a meeting as called for by law, No. 600 of 1887, in regards 
to the removal of the dead in the vaults of the church.” 


DEATH OF MR. FRANCIS POTT 


At this meeting the rector announced the death of Mr. Francis 
Pott, the senior warden, which sadly left a vacancy on the committee 
of five for the transaction of business for the sale of the property 
to Trinity Corporation. In order to meet fully the wishes of the 
counsel of Trinity and to conform to legal usages, action was taken 
at once and Thomas G. Pratt was chosen to complete the number. 

The following minute was ordered to be placed on the records 
of the parish and a copy sent to the members of Mr. Pott’s family. 

“The vestry has learned with profound surprise that their senior 
warden, Mr. Francis Pott, has this day, after a short illness fallen 
asleep in Jesus. Mr. Pott was confirmed in this parish and for more 
than forty years was a teacher in its Sunday School. In 1850, when 
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the present rector entered on duty here, Mr. Pott was elected a mem- 
ber of the vestry, and for the twenty years past has been a warden of | 
the parish and when he died had held the office of senior warden 
about ten years. 

As a parishioner, a teacher, a vestryman and a warden, he signally 
sustained evey parochial relation. 

We cannot but recall his fidelity and patient guidance and teach- 
ing of a large number of youth entrusted and moulded by him dur- 
ing those forty years. As a vestryman he was ever awake to the 
honor, piety and prosperity of the parish. As a warden his ex- 
emplary piety and wise counsel, and signal works of charity, were 
recognized in every department of church work. No righteous 
demand ever pleaded unsuccessfully with his heart and purse—his 
offerings kept pace with his increased abilities. Nothing so surely 
interested him as the cause of the poor, the needy at home, the mis- 
sions abroad. His wisdom was often sought in the counsels of the 
church and his maturity of judgment was the result of his fam- 
iliarity with Catholic Truth and a conscience void of offence. His 
loss to us is irreparable.. How our whole parish will miss him—to 
the rector he was more than a brother, to the vestry his guiding mind 
would rapidly formulate the proper course to be pursued, to the con- 
gregation he was a pattern of humility, an example ‘how one ought 
to behave himself in the House of God.’ While cherishing his 
memory with lasting affection, we shall greatly miss his genial 
presence and the inspiration of his example and Christian admoni- 
tion, his devotedness in the parish was simply the outcome of his 
steady love and interest in its welfare. 

While the loss of our senior warden has saddened the whole par- 
ish, let us not only be animated to holier living by the brightness 
of his beautiful life, but let us, in deep sympathy, tenderly commend 
to his bereaved family to the care of Him who doeth all things well 
with thankful hearts that they and we have been permitted to wit- 
ness our brother’s obedience to His Master’s commands; that thus 
we and they may have our hearts lifted up through the rich consola- 
tions treasured in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(Signed) ISAAC H. TUTTLE 
ALEXANDER L. McDONALD 


JULIAN BOTTS 
LAE IND j CHARLES 8S. WARD 
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It was important for the transaction of business that a treasurer 
should be in charge at once of the financial details, and Alexander 
L. McDonald was elected to the office. He was also appointed one 
of the trustees for the purchase of the new property. The following 
copy of appointment of trustees is dated December 5th, 1888. 


“We, the undersigned members of a committee appointed by the 
rector, churchwardens and vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church in the 
City of New York for the purpose of carrying out the decision of 
said vestry relating to the purchase of lots situated the northeast 
corner of 141st Street and Convent Avenue, New York City, and 
to transact all the business thereto pertaining with full and unre- 
stricted power therein, and also the sale of the property now owned 
by the said corporation to Trinity Corporation, and all the matters 
thereto pertaining with full power therein, do hereby appoint Alex- 
ander L. McDonald a trustee for the purpose of holding the title 
of said land situate at Northeast corner of 141st Street and Convent 
Avenue until the conditions entered into between the Corporation of 
Saint Luke’s and of Trinity be fully performed, when said trust 
shall cease. And we do further consent to the appointment of 
James Pott as a third trustee for the purpose of said trust and on 
the same conditions as heretofore expressed.” 


(Signed) ISAAC H. TUTTLE, D.D., Rector 
ALEXANDER L. McDONALD, Warden 


CHARLES S. WARD 
JULIAN BOTTS t V estrymen 


On Monday morning, December 17th, 1888, a meeting of the pew- 
holders took place in the church at 9:30 called by notices duly read 
on three (3) successive Sundays in church and posted on the church 
doors for three weeks previous to the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Julian Botts, a vestryman 
of the church, and Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., was elected 
president and Thos. G. Pratt secretary of the meeting. The pres- 
ident then read the notices of the meeting which had already been 
read the three previous Sundays to the congregation and posted on 
the church doors. The following Resolution and Preamble were 
then offered to be voted upon: 
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WHEREAS,* Trinity Church finds it expedient to erect a large 
church with schools, hospital, etc., within two or three blocks from 
Saint Luke’s Church, and adequate to the needs of this section of 
the city on lots she has held for a church site this century past, and 

Wuereas, the Corporation of Saint Luke’s Church has agreed to 
sell to the Trinity Church Corporation of this city its property 
consisting of a tract of land situated on west side of Hudson Street, 
opposite Grove Street, in the City of New York, and 

WHEREAS, In pursuance of said agreement it is necessary that 
the human remains buried in the burying ground of Saint Luke’s 
should be removed, and 

WueEreEas, This meeting has been called in accordance with 
Chapter 600 of the Laws of 1887, to consider the subject of such 
removal, now therefore, be it 

ReEsoLvep, That the pew-holders of Saint Luke’s Church do 
hereby favor such removal. 


The president then announced to the meeting that the votes of the 
pew-holders now assembled would be taken by ballot. Messrs. 
Hoffman and Roberts were appointed tellers, who collected the votes 
and counted them. The names of the pew-holders voting were 
taken down by the secretary, and the tellers and secretary declared 
the vote to be unanimous in favor of the resolution to remove the 
dead from Saint Luke’s church grounds. 

The following pew-holders voted: 


No. 10 Rev. C. Buel No. 28 F. H. Corey 

" 9 John T. Patey OW 2/ vhs DOLrmalt 

x 1 Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle ” 33 J. Brandenburgh 
* 120 -J.. Botts ” (35) Hy Ti) Edwards 
SMES ve Gea rate ” 30 ‘C. Griffiths 

med 9 Roe avion s 8 A. Van Valkenburgh 
” 126 C. Emmons To OV2O SNS Ce Bia 

” 124 A. L. McDonald ” 123 A. Roome 
"18 E. N> ‘Thomas ” 16 S. Gardener 

” 19 J. W. Carpenter aie brmts 

Pe 22) oe ee Pate day TW eo hd aeley 

” 25 E. M. Roberts Donde. Gee We ASAIO 

” 31°C. E. Kirby 

i" 23. La Pislaver 


A meeting of the vestry was held Thursday evening, January 
24th, 1889, at the residence of the rector. The treasurer stated 


*By action of the city authorities condemning St. John’s Burying Ground for 
purposes of a park and playground, the plans of Trinity Corporation were made 
abortive. For many years there had existed a flourishing Roman Catholic 
parochial school in LeRoy Street, half a block west of Hudson Street, and it 
was thought opposition originated in that institution. 


puey yoinyy 9y4} uO paaoyy 
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there was cash on hand to the amount of $108.18, but that the bal- 
ance due the estate of the late treasurer, Mr. Francis Pott, had not 
yet been paid. The committee appointed to audit the books of the 
late treasurer found them correct and that the church was in- 
debted to his estate to the amount of $757.35. It was resolved to 
hold a fair with Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle as chairman, to raise the 
funds necessary to defray the debt. At a subsequent meeting held 
April 11th, 1889, this debt was ordered paid. The rector was 
authorized with full power to take charge of and make all arrange- 
ments for the removal of the dead from the vaults of the church and 
also to purchase lots in Woodlawn Cemetery for interment. 

This was a trying and tedious ordeal, and the generality of men at 
the age of 78 would have felt the duty impossible and insurmount- 
able, but the spirit of the rector was indomitable and his interest in 
the best welfare of Saint Luke’s took precedence over his own 
bodily comfort. An investigation for living descendants was im- 
mediately started—some were found and personally bore the ex- 
pense of removal, but in the majority of cases the church had to 
assume the burden both from a lack of pecuniary impossibility of 
relatives, and in the case of inability to trace any relatives. No one 
knows but the members of the rector’s family, what a tax this task 
imposed upon him mentally and physically, and whilst engaged in 
the responsibility of this undertaking, his mind was perplexed by 
the necessity of procuring some empty building in the vicinity of 
the new site for the purpose of gathering a nucleus of a congrega- 
tion for the uptown church when it should be opened for services. 
This conviction was a strong impelling force to reconnoitre the 
neighborhood. 


“HAMILTON GRANGE” 


Observing one day on the west side of Convent Avenue 
and 143rd Street an old fashioned frame dwelling that had 
the appearance of former elegance and glory, he made inquiries as 
to its history and present ownership. To his surprise he learned the 
house had been built by our nation’s First Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Alexander Hamilton, and occupied by him and his family for 
three years. From its porch he left for the last time on that ill- 
fated night, to fight a duel with Aaron Burr—his political enemy. 


mn, et tt 
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Mr. Jacob Butler, from whom Saint Luke’s Corporation purchased 
five of the church lots, arranged a meeting for the rector with Mr. 
Amos Cotting, the owner of Hamilton Grange. This proved a 
happy occasion to both and resulted in a deed of gift of the house 
to the rector for the purpose of a temporary chapel. The house was 
moved across Convent Avenue to the east side and placed on the 
church land, Mr. Butler assuming the expense of the foundation 
on account of the five thousand dollars he promised Doctor Tuttle 
as a gift to the new church. At this time Mr. Butler lived with his 
family on the northeast corner of 144th Street and Convent Avenue 
—the same building which is now occupied by the Lutheran 
Hospital. 

The only reference to this interesting transaction given in the 
records is a short paragraph spread on the minutes of January 24, 
1889. 

“RESOLVED, That a vote of thanks from this vestry be tendered to 
Mr. Cuttimg for the gift of the ‘Hamilton House’ to Saint Luke’s 
Church on Convent Avenue.” The clerk of the vestry failed to 
write in full the name of the generous donor and to spell it correctly. 
His name was Amos Cotting not Cutting. On the day of the open- 
ing services of the chapel the weather proved rainy with a damp 
chill in the air which influenced Doctor Tuttle to remain regretfully 
at home as he was suffering from a cold, but Mr. Cotting, expecting 
to meet the rector, ventured to be present—notwithstanding his own 
advanced years—and was seized with a chill. Pneumonia ensued, 
and he expired in less than a week’s time. Saint Luke’s should 
keep in memory the name of this good friend to her. 

“Saint Luke’s Parish Monthly,” of May, 1889, contains the 
following : 


FIRST CHURCH SERVICE IN THE HAMILTON MANSION 


“On the First Sunday after Easter, April 28th, the service of the Church 
was held for the first time in the old Hamilton mansion, Convent Avenue 
near 141st Street, now the temporary house of worship for this Parish. In 
spite of the disagreeable weather, the house was filled with worshippers, many 
of whom we are happy to welcome as new parishioners. In the absence of the 
Rector, the Reverend Clarence Buel conducted the service, assisted by the 
Reverend Doctor Van Rensselaer, both of whom made interesting addresses. 
In the course of their remarks, the reverend gentlemen referred to the fitness 
of the day, the Sunday before the Centennial of Washington’s inauguration, as 
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a most appropriate time for the opening for Church Services in the historic 
building which was the house of Washington’s trusted friend. On the follow- 
ing Sunday, the Reverend J. T. Patey conducted the service, taking for the 
text of his sermon, ‘Except the Lord build the house, their labor is but lost 
that build it.’ The congregation, as on the previous Sunday, was very large. 

For the present only one service will be held on Sundays; but it is con- 
templated in a short time, to open a Sunday School and also to thold Evening 
Services. The house itself, the gift of a resident of that neighborhood, is 
admirably adapted to its present use, and will serve, when the Church is built, 
as a house for such organizations for Church work as may be formed.” 


In October of this year (1889) the Triennial Convention took 
place in this city, and Doctor Tuttle made it an occasion for interest- 
ing many of the visiting Bishops and clerical delegates in the pros- 
pective new Saint Luke’s congregation then gathering for worship 
in the “Hamilton House.” He had cards printed and circulated 
which read as follows: 


WEEK OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
at the 
CHAPEL OF SAINT LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


(In the old Alexander Hamilton’s Mansion) 
Cor. Convent Avenue and West 141st Street, New York. 


1889 ‘Sermons and Addresses by 
Sunday, October 13th, at 7:30 A.M., Holy Communion, 
Reverend M. Van Rensselaer, L.L.D. 
Sunday, October 13th, at 10:45 A.M., Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., 
Rector of Saint Luke’s Church 
Sunday, October 13th, at 3 P.M., Sunday School 
Sunday, October 13th, at 4 P.M., Reverend J. C. Hewlett, Boston 
Sunday, October 13th, 7:45 P.M., Reverend J. C. Hewlett, Boston 
Monday, October 14th, at 7:45 P.M., Right Reverend C. Whitehead, D.D., 


Bishop of Pittsburgh 
Tuesday, October 15th, at 7:45 P.M., Right Reverend E. Talbot D.D., L.L.D., 


Bishop of Wyoming and Idaho 

Wednesday, October 16th, at 7:45 P.M., Right Reverend L. H. Brewer, D.D., 
Bishop of Montana 

Thursday, October 17th, at 7:45 P.M., Right Reverend W. D. Walker, D.D., 
Bishop of North Dakota 

Friday, October 18th, at 7:45 P.M., Right Reverend M. N. Gilbert, S. T. D., 


Bishop of Minnesota 
Saturday, October 19th, at 7.45 P.M., Right Reverend L. Coleman, D.D., L.L.D., 


Bishop of Delaware 
“You and your friends are cordially invited” 


At a meeting held at the residence of the rector, 218 West 46th 
Street, April 11th, 1889, the committee on site was authorized to 
procure plans and estimates for the new church and report to the 
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vestry. Also the committee was requested to ascertain the cost of 
the foundation walls, and ask Trinity Church to advance the funds 
for the same. 

A report was made by the committee that the title deeds to the 
three (3) De Forest lots were executed and the two (2) additional 
lots secured—the money advanced by Trinity Corporation. On 
Easter Monday, April 22nd, 1889, Julian Botts was elected junior 
warden, and John E. Davis was chosen to supply the vacancy on the 
vestry. The following list gives the complete board. 


Alexander L. McDonald 
Julian Botts } Wardens 


Edward Taylor 

John H. Pulis 

Chas. S. Ward, M.D. 
James Stone 

Millard Van Blaricom 
Thos. G. Pratt 

Chas. Emmons 

John E. Davis 


V estrymen 


The resignation of the Reverend Clarence Buel, as assistant to 
the rector, after a connection with this parish for ten years, to take 
effect October 1st, 1889, was received and accepted. On October 
31st the Reverend John T. Patey was appointed assistant to the rector 
at a salary of two thousand dollars ($2,000) per year. It was an- 
nounced at a meeting held the same date that the late warden and 
treasurer, Francis Pott, in his will left five hundred dollars to the 
poor of Saint Luke’s parish, and the rector, A. L. McDonald and 
Julian Botts were appointed a committee to dispose of the same, 
also to acknowledge the receipt and express the thanks of the vestry 
to the executors. 

At a meeting held February 13th, 1890, the rector being a com- 
mittee of one on the disposition of the remains in the church vaults, 
reported he had arranged for the removal of about three hundred 
bodies, also had purchased a plot in Woodlawn Cemetery for ten 
hundred and seventy-three dollars, and a plot in Mount Hope Ceme- 
tery for five hundred dollars for the reinterment of the dead. Mr. 
John M. Forbes, son of the fourth rector of Saint Luke’s, requested 
the privilege to place the remains of Mrs. Forbes* and her two child- 
ren under the proposed new church at Hamilton Grange. On mo- 


*Mrs. Forbes and her two children had been interred in one of the 
Churchyard vaults. 
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tion this request was laid on the table for future action, when the 
request was denied as inexpedient. 

A committee of five was appointed, comprising the rector, Messrs. 
Botts, Davis, Van Blaricom and Dr. Ward, to procure an architect, 
select plans, specifications and estimates for the new church edifice 
and report the same to the vestry for approval. Mr. John E. Davis 
was appointed to act as treasurer of the chapel in the Hamilton 
Grange, and authorized to pay Thomas G. Pratt thirty-three dollars 
and thirty-three cents for his services in care of the house. 

On account of the resignations of Mr. Edward Taylor and Mr. 
Thomas G, Pratt from the vestry, Mr. Henry E. Malin and Mr. 
Jonathan Sprague Bard were elected to fill the two vacancies on 
Easter Monday, April 7th, 1890. 

Mr. Taylor’s services as vestryman dated from 186s. Mr. Pratt’s 
resignation left the office of clerk vacant and Mr. Van Blaricom was 
elected to perform its duty. 

It was ordered that the committee of five on building should meet 
Monday, April 14th, at nine A.M. at the entrance to the Presby- 
terian church of the Reverend Doctor Booth, 73rd Street and the 
Boulevard, for the purpose of inspecting its interior. If the inspec- 
tion of its architecture proved favorable the committee was to make 
arrangements with Mr. Robertson, the architect, for plans and 
specifications. On June 6th the building committee reported a con- 
ference with Mr. Robertson, who requested four weeks further time 
to perfect the plans to come within the limit—One Hundred Thous- 
and dollars. 

Mr. Botts was authorized to audit all bills contracted by the 
assistant minister, the Reverend Gouverneur Morris Wilkins, for 
the chapel at Hamilton Grange. By the request of Mr. Botts the sal- 
ary of Mr. Wilkins was increased to five hundred dollars and paid 
from the funds of the chapel. Mr. McDonald, the treasurer of the 
church, asked to be relieved from the office on account of impaired 
eye-sight. He was persuaded to continue in the office for a while 
longer and accept the assistance of Mr. James Stone. He reported 
a balance of three hundred and sixty dollars and seventy cents. 

A brief paragraph printed in Saint Luke’s Parish Monthly of 
June, 1890, informs its readers, “In a short time the blasting of the 
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rocks will be commenced on the lots to be occupied by our new 
church. The first services, it is hoped, will be held on Christmas 
Day next, in the basement of the new building.’* 

On September 9th, 1890, the plans presented by Mr. Robertson 
were accepted and the discussion relative to the building of the 
basement for the church and continuing the final erection of the 
whole structure at some future period, was left to the building com- 
mittee for decision, and the matter of the so-called encroachment 
of Saint Luke’s Chapel (Hamilton Grange) on the unoccupied land 
of Mr. William Rockefeller to the north was referred to the rector 
for settlement. 


AN OLD MORTGAGE 


The minute of this date records an interesting incident connected 
with the finances of the church. There had existed for many years 
a mortgage on Saint Luke’s property in Hudson Street standing 
in the name of Sarah Louise Byles. It covered two dwelling houses 
—the parsonage and the house adjoining to the south. In the begin- 
ning of Doctor Forbes’ rectorship, when the vestry decided it was 
expedient to abandon the parochial schools and sell the property, 
the house adjoining the parsonage was likewise disposed of by the 
corporation. The mortgage, which was $6,000 at six per cent., was 
then transferred in its entirety to the parsonage, the mortgagee 
agreeing, stipulating, however, that the interest money be advanced 
to seven per cent. This transaction took place in November, 1836. 
When Trinity Church purchased Saint Luke’s property in 1888, 
which included the parsonage, for $150,000, Trinity retained $6,000 
on account of this mortgage. The following is a copy of the 
minutes : 

“Referring to the communication of Sarah Louise Byles, the 
mortgagee of a certain mortgage on Saint Luke’s Church, on her 
proposition to accept four hundred and twenty dollars per year, 
payable semi-annually, to be paid on the first days of May and 
November, the bond and mortgage to be surrendered at her death, 
was accepted, and the clerk was empowered to affix the corporate 

*An unexpected amount of blasting with discovery of quicksand, and a sub- 


terranean running brook made the foundation costly, and added greatly to the 
entire expense. 
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seal of the church to the agreement and advise the said Sarah 
Louise Byles of the vestry’s action with their thanks.” 


On account of Saint Luke’s agreement with Mrs. Byles who was 
advanced in years, to pay her an annuity of $420 until her death in 
place of the mortgage which she released, Trinity Church relin- 
quished the $6,000, being the balance of the purchase price. Semi- 
annual payments of $210 were paid Mrs. Byles by Saint Luke’s 
Corporation until her death in July, 1902. The first payment of 
$210 under the annuity arrangement was made in May, 1892, and 
in June, 1893, Trinity Corporation turned over to Saint Luke’s the 
full amount of the mortgage. 

In the autumn of 1890 the rector was greatly harassed by a div- 
ision in the vestry, also by many problems relative to the removal 
of the dead from the vaults and the great expense it involved. 

A few members of the vestry advocated the building of the base- 
ment only for the present and fitting it up with all needful acces- 
sories pertaining to a Church—postponing indefinitely the comple- 
tion of the rest of the structure according to the architect’s plans. 
Previous to convening the vestry for the evening of October 1oth, 
the rector called on the comptroller of Trinity Parish fully stating 
the points of difficulty and receiving from him a sympathetic re- 
sponse. He advised that the matter be referred to the vestry of 
Trinity Church. The action of the comptroller was stimulating 
and the rector prepared the followng letter to his own vestry which 
was ordered read at the meeting, and also to be transcribed on the 
minutes. 


New York, Oct. 10th, 1890. 
To the Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church) Ney. City, 
Gentlemen :— 


I have felt constrained to solicit your presence tonight for more careful 
consideration of our contemplated erection of a new church at 14st Street and 
Convent Avenue. We are satisfied, I suppose, that the plans submitted by our 
architect, Mr. R. H. Robertson, promise an edifice in style, dimensions and 
general effect and convenience adequate to the future demands of a location so 
prominent and soon to be occupied by those who would regret to have a less 
noble structure in their midst. How shall our adopted plan be realized? After 
mature thought and information as to its cost we shall, I think, deem it unwise 
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to build a basement, fit it up with all the necessary appointments of lighting, 
heating, seating, plumbing, etc., requisite for public worship and there to rest 
our building indefinitely. 

In our judgment, as well as in the mind of the architect, the basement 
project will involve expenditures that add greatly to the final cost of the 
church. The expense of realizing such a basement is estimated at about 
$40,000.00, an amount nearly equal to the funds at our present command. 


How then, we may well ask, is the present emergency to be met? If it is 
advisable every way to strive for the immediate erection of the church omitting 
for the present certain details and portions of the building as planned, where 
should we naturally seek the desired assistance, but have recourse to the wisdom 
and aid of those who have originated the important movement of our vacating 
long occupied premises in order that this section of the city properly belonging 
to the case may have the enlarged advantages which Trinity Church is both 
willing and able to supply. In order then that we may at once proceed and push 
forward to the erection of the new church, it ts proposed that we respectiully 
solicit Trinity Church to make our net receipts from Trinity for the premises 
we vacate to be $150,000.00 and to give us $5,000 a year for five years provided 
we are successful in removing the remaining bodies from Saint Luke’s grave- 
yard as we have been in the three-fifths of the bodies already removed. It is 
supposed that the present allowance of Saint Luke’s by Trinity of $10,000.00 
terminates when the uptown church is opened for divine service. The architect 
assures us that this opening might be confidently relied upon by Saint Luke’s 
Day, October, 1891. 

The $5,000.00 a year for five years would enable us to pay interest on a 
mortgage of $50,000, and have something toward the support of the clergy. 
During those five years the congregation can be fully expected to meet the 
ordinary expenses of the church and accomplish something toward lessening 
the church debt. I know you will be reluctant to allow your rector to hazard 
his salary, but you should and do know that for several years over one-half of 
his salary of $4,200.00 has been given to assistants clerical and lay, that the work 
in the parish might be somewhat commensurate with the noble appropriation re- 
ceived by our parish from Trinity Corporation. Therefore, do not think of 
any inconvenience to me if only the church building may be carried toward 
completion. 

Without this final assistance from Trinity I see no prospect other than 
anxiety and depression. It seems as if I could not pass through another long 
trying season of pacifying and reconciling irritated vault proprietors to the 
removing the precious remains of their dead, keep them from having hard 
thoughts, exasperated feelings both toward Trinity and Saint Luke’s without I 
have the encouragement we hereby seek. Such a task with the building of a 
church by one of such advanced years without the aid hereby sought, may I 
think excuse him from the undertaking: with the desired encouragement all 
labors will be light, the Lord sustaining me and crowning my 40 years rector- 
ship with a new Saint Luke’s for a nobler eventful future. 


Your affectionate rector, 


ISAAC H. TUTTLE. 


It was voted unanimously by the vestry that the rector’s letter 
be sent to the Corporation of Trinity Church begging that it may 


JONATHAN SPRAGUE BARD 


Warden and Treasurer 
1890-1903 
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be favorably considered, which Trinity accordingly did, distributing, 
however, the $25,000 over eight instead of five years and increasing 
the amount to $26,000 as follows: 





UU CR LO ap ae fa cots GaMy tit on u's aia eae wae’ Wha sleeved vt $5,000 
BaP E ar ec AR es Cetin w ed cet pre Ciaceke Watuacl Wines wie Sh vie coloictace a's wo 4,500 
UP MER ME Oe Stites Le Lees Seu tela OL y ced ccc 4,000 
Sligo UGE y Oe IS 6 oa 2 gegen aa on Cals Mai ar yeaa a ae : 
DEVE CUPS TVA ESS FOES SI At BEC a i rR es Ce TIS Ra ee 3,000 
SUIS Ure BUG ae sate eet eR nan co) aie glak ao ce « s ; 
Pe VENI y Mater NO Te i cinth ta skal bre Soles Mela c nba cleo ss 2,000 
Eighth year—1900 ................ PSP eee a At Peden at aik bite. ose. 4 ee 1,500 
$26,000 


Consequently the work of building the church was pushed to 
completion. 


EASTER ELECTION 1891 


In consequence of the resignation of Mr. Henry E. Malin from 
the vestry, Mr. Charles L. Broadbent was elected to fill the vacancy 
at the Easter Monday election, March 30th, 1891. He was a man of 
much business efficiency, and on motion of Mr. Van Blaricom he 
was appointed clerk of the vestry. 

Mr. McDonald again requesting relief from the office of treasurer, 
Mr. Jonathan Sprague Bard was appointed his successor. The 
office at this time was no sinecure and Mr. Bard faithfully and per- 
sistently performed its duties during the whole exacting period of 
building the new church. He served as treasurer until Easter, 1897. 
Upon the death of Millard Van Blaricom he was elected, 1894, to 
the vacancy of junior warden, and in the year 1900 he was advanced 
to the office of senior warden. Resigning in 1903, he moved away 
from the city and resided with his family in Brooklyn, Conn., where 
he died, Wednesday, February 28th, 1917. 

The vestry being of the opinion that someone representing them 
should have the oversight of the erection of the new church, Mr. 
John E. Davis was appointed building inspector at a salary of one 
thousand dollars “from this date to the date of its completion.” He 
was also elected treasurer for the uptown chapel. Both treasurers 
presented statements October 16th, 1891. 
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TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


Rec'd from late treasurer $ 416.82 Paid salaries ............. $ 5,479.94 
42 3) Voermpe us vet 205.288 ” repairs & supplies ... 524.98 
f ” envelopes .... 422.62 ” ins., taxes & interest .. 463.20 
‘8 ” parsonage rent 600.00 ) incesan-abund ie. cage 45.00 
” Trinity Church " . Episcopal hands joc 10.00 
stipend cure 5,000.00 ” New Saint Luke’s ... 34,825.00 

Rec’d from Trinity Church Cash Onihantbedcn: soneeee 197.13 
SPECIAL rs sen ee ered ee 34,900.00 —__—__— 

—_——— $41,545.25 
$41,545.25 


J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 
Mr. John E, Davis, the uptown treasurer, presented the following 
statement. 


Received contributions and collections ..:..........0.ececceeccecwc. $ 351.84 
ie iron }ivo. bard, Patish? 1 reasureriy,., +) eee ee 34,425.00 
$34,776.84 
Paid Reverend G. M. Wilkins salary .......¢....0.0..... $ 125.00 
©) 00 Po Hoftinan-salary. (organist }4),.00 se saveko eee 100.00 
Ae, WOR COM. ein MICATIN A ita kin ia cs NC ane 58.14 
RECT NY ALCL TENE Wace ee nate | te Con tam ene aA 15.00 
RDAs iat oe uA ale), Ra RTOS ec eee ee on OF Caco an 14.12 
Pi Ue Or Batter! leaner kyr Uw Ut Lyte eh ae 20.00 
no gones eri Car; ( Masonsy ce eco iie ee eee 20,225.00 
fo SR Gill & Sonst (Staneysukero ae) sete ee ae 13,700.00 
oN iwe UeL as aRODer Eon 24 9 tcl se Oh alee ieee 500.00 34,757.26 
Balance! iste eos PY Lees ee See ee ee $19.58 


A copy from the minutes of October 16th, 1891, relates the 
following : 

“RESOLVED, That the rector and clerk of the vestry be authorized 
to effect the transfer of such property belonging to Saint Luke’s 
Church as has already been the subject of agreement to the Trinity 
Church Corporation and for the purpose of said transfer to affix 
their signatures respectfully as Rector and Clerk and the seal of 
Saint Luke’s Church to the necessary deed of conveyance, and the 
rector and clerk are further requested to secure the execution of an 
instrument, bearing even date with aforesaid deed of conveyance, 
exempting from the said transfer to Trinity Church Corporation, 
the organ, memorials, and some other things.” 

Another minute states “that a committee of three be appointed 
with power consisting of the rector and two others of the vestry 
to be nominated by him, in order to make inquiries concerning a 
loan to be effected on the property at I41st Street and to obtain 
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as favorable terms as possible.” The rector accordingly appointed 
Messrs. Van Blaricom and Davis. At the request of the vestry 
Mr. Van Blaricom consented to attend to the matter of the taxes on 
the property at 141st Street. 

The business incurred by the building of the church became so 
enormous and peremptory, it was resolved to hold meetings the first 
Friday of every month at the home of the rector, 218 West 46th 
Street. On November 6th, 1891, the treasurers of the downtown 
and uptown church reported deficits and bills now due unpaid. The 
rector stated that in the matter of obtaining a loan on the property 
at 14Ist Street, he had received an offer to effect one at five per cent. 
per annum. No action, however, was taken at this meeting. 

Mr. Davis having reported that Messrs. Wells and ‘Newton by 
placing the boilers in position before the asphalt and concrete work 
were done according to contract by the masons and contrary to the 
protest of Mr. Davis, it was resolved “that the clerk of the vestry 
be instructed to express the sense of this vestry, that the architect 
should see that the evil complained of, and contrary to instructions, 
be remedied at once. Also, that if the rector has not heretofore 
been duly authorized to effect the necessary arrangements with the 
architect for the completion of the work on the foundation of 
Tower to the ‘B’ line, and also for the building of the Cloisters, he 
is hereby requested and empowered to make such arrangements on 
contracts as may pertain to the carrying on the aforesaid works.” 


LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE 


At this conference final preparations were discussed for the laying 
of the corner stone, and keen disappointment was expressed by all 
at the delay of the architect and consequent failure to have this very 
important event take place on the Day of the Church’s Patron 
Saint, Saint Luke’s, October 18th. The cause was more aggravated 
as the postponement necessitated only a few weeks, for everything 
was in readiness for the ceremony by November, and Tuesday, 
the 10th, was selected. 
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The vestry issued the following invitation: 


“The Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church, 
New York, invite your presence at the Laying of the Cornerstone 
of their new Church, 141st Street and Convent Avenue, Tuesday 
afternoon, November 10, 1891, at 3 o’clock. 

The Clergy are requested to bring their vestments, and to meet at 
the chapel adjoining the new church. 


ISAAC H. TUTTLE, Rector” 


A fine drizzling rain occurred on that day, and a canopy as large 
as possible was hastily erected to protect the clergy and the choir. 
But the large congregation that had gathered long before three 
o'clock, the hour appointed, stood patiently waiting, sheltered by 
umbrellas only. Ata few minutes past three the procession of clergy 
moved from the chapel (Hamilton Grange) preceded by the vested 
choir of twenty voices, with two cornets and trombone, singing 
Hymn 491, “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

The vested clergy were the Reverend Isaac Tuttle, D.D., rector ; 
Doctor Gallaudet of Saint Ann’s; the Reverend Joseph H. Young 
of the Ascension, Brooklyn; the Rev. Henry Chamberlaine of Saint 
Matthews ; Doctor Burford of the Intercession; the Reverend John 
T. Patey, Associate Rector; the Reverends J. O. Drum and G. M. 
Wilkins, Assistants of Saint Luke’s Parish; Archdeacon Van Kleeck 
of Westchester ; Archdeacon Harris of Morrisiana, followed by the 
Right Reverend Henry C. Potter, Bishop of the Diocese. The offi- 
cers of the parish after the clergy were the two wardens, Alexander 
L. McDonald and Julian Botts; vestrymen, James Stone, Charles 
Emmons, Millard Van Blaricom, John H. Pulis, John E: Davis, 
Charles S. Ward, M.D., Jonathan Sprague Bard and Charles L. 
Broadbent. 

After the office for the laying of a corner-stone had been said, the 
procession returned to the chapel where the remaining exercises 
were held, Doctor Tuttle delivering an historical sketch of the 
church and fully explaining the cause of removal from Hudson 
Street. He closed his address with the following words: “We hope 
and pray that the new Saint Luke’s whose walls are now rising, will 
be highly blessed of God, that prayers and alms, as well pleasing 
sacrifices, will ever come upon His altar.” 


| 
| 
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Bishop Potter then said—‘“TI think we are under great obligations 
to Doctor Tuttle for his admirable paper. We always want to have 
a clear reason for the removal of a downtown parish. It is a 
necessary removal, for Saint Luke’s is unendowed and, therefore, 
could not be supported downtown and is to be succeeded by an 
endowed chapel. Another advantage of the change is that Saint 
Luke’s here can draw a constituency which no chapel of Trinity 
Parish could draw. When Doctor Upfold began, he began with 
twenty dollars and now you begin with a gift of five thousand and 
another of ten thousand dollars. May all the work of the parish be 
on the same proportion of increase. The days of our age are three- 
score years and ten, and though men be so strong that they come to 
four-score years, yet is their strength then but labor and sorrow. 
Not always! For here is the rector of Saint Luke’s past four-score, 
and yet I think you will grant that he is still very vigorous. May he 
live out the century, and see the mother Saint Luke’s surrounded 
by chapels all the way up to Tarrytown. 

The ceremony that was performed to-day suggests that we should 
ask God’s blessing on this edifice and on the living stones that shall 
be added from time to time by baptism. I wonder whether your 
imaginations were touched as mine was when my brother recalled 
that the new birth of Saint Luke’s has taken place within the walls 
where lived the third of all the early national heroes—Washington 
and Jefferson being those to whom we must yield the priority—the 
splendid financier who took the finances of the Republic and snatched 
them out of the very slough of despond, so gifted, so accomplished, 
so charming, so many-sided. How he lives in the hearts of 
Americans to-day! How his spirit may inspire us! When we want 
to fly into foolish financial policy, may we be recalled from madness 
by his great financial mind. 

The growth of to-day is not by making a new creation, or a new 
literature, but by gathering together the treasures of the past. Doc- 
tor Tuttle’s influence on church growth has been his quickness to 
gather together the valued treasures of the true Catholic past. But 
whatever the changes in the services may be, still the fundamentals 
of the Church are always the same. We hear of those who wish 
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for the good old times again, but whoever wishes for the old three 
decker pulpit, with the clerk sitting under asleep, and the curate per- 
haps asleep too? He shall not have it, at least, in this diocese and 
with my permission. 

My dear brother, God give you a large reward for the work in 
which you see another stone laid today, and bear a little while until 
you see the capstone set with shouts of “Grace, Grace!” 

Previous to the laying of the corner-stone, the rector was most 
joyously engaged in selecting appropriate printed matter and other 
articles to be sealed in it. He was as happy in this serious perform- 
ance as a boy witha toy. The first copper box obtained for the pur- 
pose proved too large to be immurred in the stone, so he took new 
measurements and procured another. Without the co-operation of 
any officer of the Church, he, himself, made selections and packed 
the box, with the assistance only of his daughter-in-law. To both, 
this important occupation was an act of devotion and one of delight- 
ful interest. 


LIST OF ARTICLES IN THE CORNER-STONE 


Holy Bible 

Book of Common Prayer and Hymnal (Standard Edition) 

Canons of General Convention 

Journal of Convention, New York Diocese 

Advance Copy of Parochial Report of Saint Luke’s to Convention, 1891 

Semi-Centennial sermon on Saint Luke’s Parish by the rector 

eae the first and last year’s wardens and vestrymen of Saint 

uke’s 

The names of first and present rectors and assistants of Saint Luke’s 

Sermon preached at the founding of Saint Luke’s Home for Indigent 
Christian Females 

10 Last report of this Institution 

11 Report of Home for Old Men and Aged Couples 

12 “The Churchman,” New York, Bishop H. C. Potter’s 3rd charge to his 

convention, Oct. Ist, 1891 

13. “The Living Church” 

14 “Standard of the Cross” 

15 “Spirit of Missions” 

16 New York Times, Herald, World and Tribune 

17 Church Almanac 

18 Mission News of New York Archdeaconry 

19 Digest of Canons 1890, P. E. Church 

20 History of Saint Luke’s Church 

21 Names of Parish Guild and Parochial] Organizations of Saint Luke’s 

22 Copy of Trinity School Paper with names of officers 

23 Copy of “Churchman” 

24 Picture of Hamilton Grange 


‘© €O NO U1 & GO DQ 
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25 Papers bearing on the subject of theological doctrines delivered by 
*Doctor Briggs, Professor of Biblical Theology in the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary 

26 Some coins in use 

27 Photograph of the rector (placed in the box by his daughter-in-law). 


TREASURER’S STATEMENTS 


On December 4th, 1891, Mr. Bard, the parish treasurer, submitted 
the following statement: | 


amet cpor tec Oct Gla emi lO/slon (Paid pSalaries oo. %s veges osale $ 1,885.67 
Rec. church offerings ..... 104.89 ” repairs & supplies ... 58.39 
” envelope offerings .... 82.22 ” int., ins. & taxes .... 394.00 
way erinity oupenl yokes . 1,666.67 ” new Saint Luke’s ... 25,168.63 
” rent of parsonage .... 200.00 ” A. L. McDonald’s loan 327.00 
Pe SinitVa Specialiies.cc. : 25,600.00 — 
"eeloan. trom vA. .L.. Mc- $27,833.69 
1 DLS ae GG a “Saedee PR ga Reh et 327.00 
$28,177.91 
PEAS ACER Mire Pee eRe eee Mee Rae Cee ne hin a ieee UL RL ee te $344.22 
Pastmpelonsingrnew isainty luke Seo reece iis cave sin ins oikee oe en 506.37 
QCD IL ere eee ein ae ice iawn unde ii 1 F Annet $162.15 


Statement of the uptown treasurer, Mr. Davis, Dec. 4th, 1801. 


ree DRIATICE Riccio cs eae eae $ 19.58 Paid Salary G. M. Wilkins ..$125.00 
Rec. from collections etc ..... 224.02 ” Salary F. P. Hoffman .. 50.00 
wba beet PU ANtOt ea co eat cca 19.50 

$243.60 APM GSC Os iv aceM ee whe git jae 14.50 

von bhos.. Whittaker.) oso. 22.60 

$231.60 

Bae rVOt a iat ay asians tree Oe Matte peg ome oti a Rd $12.00 


The rector having stated to the vestry that no provision was made 
in the contract with the builders for filling up a certain space with 
stone to the “B” line, Mr. Davis was empowered to remedy that de- 
ficiency by an additional contract with the builders. 

“On its being shown to the vestry that the builders would be in 
need of money before the loan could possibly be effected, the rector 


*Dr. Charles Augustus Briggs was a professor for forty years in the Union 
Theological Seminary. He was convicted of heresy by the Presbyterian Church 
and suspended from the ministry in 1891. This controversy caused the 
greatest schism ever experienced in that denomination in this country. He 
sought admission to the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church and was 
ordained by Bishop Henry C. Potter in 1900. One of the points raised against 
Dr. Briggs was that he credited Martineau, Newman and some other divines 
with as high a place in the Kingdom of Heaven as Spurgeon. 
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kindly consented to advance such money as may be needed to the 
amount of $3,000.00 provided that such an amount as may be thus 
advanced be refunded to the rector out of the loan when effected 
and that the rector be secured from loss thereby by the vestry.” 

The proposition of the rector was accepted with thanks. 

Mr. Van Blaricom having reported on the amount of taxes placed 
as a lien on the 141st Street property, he was requested to complete 
his work and secure exemption from further taxation by obtaining 
a certificate from the clerk of the vestry as to the time when the 
work on the new church was begun. Mr. Botts was requested to 
effect an insurance of $25,000.00 for three years on the new church, 
$500.00 on church furniture and to renew the insurance on the 
Hamilton House. 

The following resolution was passed at this meeting : 


Wuereas, By a resolution passed at the meeting of the rector, 
churchwardens and vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church held Dec. 
4th, 1891, it was resolved that the said corporation should mortgage 
its property on Convent Avenue, Hamilton Terrace and I4Ist 
Street for the sum of $90,000 or so much thereof as might from 
time to time be necessary to complete the erection and furnishing of 
its church and buildings thereon; and 

Wuereas, The said corporation thereafter availed itself of the 
authority granted by orders of the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York dated respectively the 29th day of December, 1891, and 
the 5th day of January, 1892, to the extent of borrowing $60,000 
from the United States Trust Company and mortgaging its property 
to the said Company to secure that amount, and 

Wuereas, In the opinion of the Rector, churchwardens and 
vestrymen of the church $70,000 will still be required in addition to 
the $60,000 already borrowed, to complete the church and buildings 
thereon and enable the church to carry on its necessary Church and 
parish work; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the rector, churchwardens and vestrymen of Saint 
Luke’s Church, do mortgage its property for the sum of $70,000 
so much thereof as may from time to time be required, in addition 
to the mortgage of $60,000 heretofore made to the United States 
Trust Company. 


(Signed) ISAAC H. TUTTLE, Rector. 





| 
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At a meeting held in the vestry room of the old church, January 
6th, 1892, the rector being absent on account of inclement weather, 
the associate rector read a letter in which Doctor Tuttle requested 
the advice of the vestry regarding the mortgage on the 141st Street 
property, whether it should be for $50,000 or $60,000. Mr. Davis 
following with a statement of outstanding contracts, showing about 
$84,000 would be required to meet them, not including plumbing, 
gas-fitting and inside work, it was decided to leave the amount of the 
loan entirely to the rector. At a subsequent meeting held at the rec- 
tor’s house on the 15th inst., he stated he had arranged with the 
United States Trust Company for $60,000 at five per cent.; that he 
had received $30,000, and that the balance would be paid March 
Ist, 1892. 

The treasurer was authorized to pay a bill presented by Messrs. 
Wheeler (Everett P.) Curtis and Bodkin, in amount $376.39 for 
drawing legal papers in the matter of the loan on the 141st Street 
property, also another bill of Messrs. Stewart and Sheldon, lawyers, 
for the United States Trust Company, in amount $474.42. After 
reconsideration by the vestry, these bills were referred to the rector 
with power to adjust and pay. ; 


TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


The treasurer of the parish made the following statement: 


Casheon hand tastereport!:.$.4344:22° } Paid salaries’.c. ctl ii. $ 864.32 
Received offerings ........ 59.81 ” repairs & supplies ... 176.32 
4 envelopes ........ 207.00 FROME Nt OC nL ASMTAUCe Mil. ele 310.00 

“ rent of parsonage 100.00 ” Mtge. Eye & Ear In- 
+5 Trinity Church sti- HEMACN Si eee nomads ou tis 7,000.00 
TS Fd RY oie at eee ARIE 833.33 Paid Doctor Tuttle’s loan .. 2,000.00 
Received Trinity special ... 7,000.00 ” new Saint Luke’s .... 15,300.00 
é Wine: ot rust » Co, woes 
TCC MOAL UPN wot eee s 30,000.00 $25,650.64 
Received loan from Doctor Cash-on handie eas et nase 14,893.72 
RE Ut are lee Sea tena ed 2,000.00 — 
—————_—_—— $40,544.36 

$40,544.36 


J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 


Ra ge a 


a ree res grt, 
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Report of the uptown treasurer: 





Cash on hand last report . $ 12,00'*\Paid’ Sexton. Veen ena $ 15.00 
Subscriptions & offerings .. 185.50 Tt Coal a er eae 20.00 
Prom Soi Bari eases sy 15,300.00 tip) GAS) cee Eee 9.50 
—_—_—____ Oo RODAILS = Wats geen beet 3.00 

$15,497.50 ‘oy Jones i Cocuneeenn. 5,800.00 

Gill \SiSonas aaa 9,500.00 

$15,347.50 

Gash on hand) eee 150.00 

$15,497.50 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. 


GIFT OF MISS CAROLINE TALMAN 


The new church was gradually rising above the ground, displaying 
fine proportions, and time had come to consider estimates as to pews 
and tiling of the aisles. Details were considered as to the kind of 
wood and color of the former, also whether it were not better to 
carpet the aisles as tiling might be more expensive. Finally, as in 
the previous cases, the rector was made chairman of a committee 
to settle the matter with the assistance of Mr. Van Blaricom and 
Mr. Broadbent. In a conference it was decided to have the pews 
of light ash and the aisles tiled, notwithstanding fears on the part 
of the two assistants. 

The rector had a plan in view. He called on his old friend, Miss 
Caroline Talman, who built the Church of the Beloved Disciple, 
and secured her interest in the new Saint Luke’s. The result being 
the following letter which he read to the vestry. 


41 West 25th Street, New York City 
To the 


Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., 
My dear friend: 


According to my promise I enclose my check on the People’s Bank, pay- 
able to. your order for $1,500.00 for the tiling of the chancel and aisles of the 
new Saint Luke’s Church. “I am thankful that I am still able to write but [ 
am conscious of a failure as the weeks go on. 


Yours with best wishes. 
CAROLINE TALMAN. 
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To this the clerk of the vestry replied: 


Miss Caroline Talman, 
Dear Madam: 


At a meeting of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church held on the 15th day 
of March, 1892, the rector having read a letter from you which was accom- 
panied by a check for $1,500 towards the new Saint Luke’s Church now in 
course of erection, it was unanimously and cordially resolved That the hearty 
thanks of this meeting be presented to you for the generous donation above 
_ named, and that the clerk of the vestry be instructed to notify you of this action 
on the part of the vestry. I accordingly take pleasure in transmitting to you the 
above Resolution. I am 

Yours respectfully, 


C. L. BROADBENT, 
Clerk of the vestry. 


TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 
On February 19th, the parish treasurer reported 


SACO MAN ACO LOO LH oe es vanes Sle ees pean ah Te eee s wale $14,893.72 

CESS TAVEO ARLE AT act Pie RU 2s AS ee AAs Co eg ge 60.97 

MEV CR TUES MNE PEIN] Statt, hig eek hee a de ad OE ation ieis alle ae 72.82 

MOR IEy ME IDENT es Shc ey ye cee he ete Re Ete hie enced aie! pe 833.34 

Pe ema a AL SONAR rede eet sg tees Wed cia ts digas ols ‘cede sera ys 100.00 $15,960.85 

Expenditures 

PAAR ECON Nye Oyo Se, en SLi coe e praia alatg 4 Fiters seine 3 oi $1,053.34 

Pr etia COMAPESUDO IES a Weimer were tlctie asic ee tution & ovad me die 60.52 

DECSCRS WE OLe WALL 1G) SreldON. ZAtl VS.) eee csi Ve cieeiiniee 474.42 

Messrs. Wheeler, Curtis & Godkin, Att’ys. .............. 376.39 

oer ee RAO tm CT Oy WIA VIS Woes ke ia Se custs Gos eteelen eka pes 1,000.00 

ae Ua NCW LOT Mer te Sel tis ho eee Hine ig ciate ate ole atslacdis vlaleie‘ale ales 1,000.00 

PEP eILO DET ESOS AT CHITECT a on kaa oldsle.c s/alooe’ bBo y1o.dea ae. ble are 500.00 4,464.67 
TealaNnCeMe Hae Co ah ee Nate ate Ue ee eine Vala aa Sans aes $11,496.18 


The uptown treasurer’s report, Feb. 19th. 


See POM IARI ATL Vat Ord OULa yh lec Ged win cleat oo cGlea ne wate $ 150.00 

PI eREADION SAO Ti COMECIONS 1.5 05 oo visi nes Osi we Soc cee ee ies 150.35 

Ree) Mos ale ace ta ew COUTCH ice osic'c drew neete e dinates 2,500.00 $2,800.35 

Expenditures 

See ARLE VY LLKIIIS Preis gee tid Gin our orivus a Phe oy creete itera Wiehe $ 125.00 

Salat vs Fam Pee eA Gte ATI B si acta esis 6 er cthie cle ato: aielauela eoekste whats 50.00 

Salat SD SEMLOLOT a he cr eo wen ene Gi ya hiss: CLL shure eo 16.50 

SOV ELNT 8] beret SiogecOP ehh ePgh EPR. Se et gh APY A MRR) ICU a RCA J gad ey Wek 36.36 

bE) br gah ty Raney ga Ao liye 9 pa reg NANI ora AN MILPRAL, sks i) ae ho 8.40 

rib scnec t Come tice ere Ate gd sesleren otk higarenetel ale wanes a 1,000.00 

ADE TS er MUN LOLI Say Noni te oe rtete on tion fecal tbe ea wi eater eine mine 1,000.00 

PEPE CUE OLCTLSOT, FALLCUILCCE i, calvin Sines atc saints Secs nya pace 500.00 2,736.26 
ISQIANCET ce Re ee eta witee ie ce eth senate $ 64.09 
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To show receipts and expenditures on account of the new church 
the parish treasurer rendered the following: 


Cash received from Trinity for old Saint Luke’s property ...... $144,000.00 
Cash received from U. S. Trust Co. on account mortgage & loan .. 30,000.00 





$174,000.00 
Paid for lots at 141st St. and Convent Ave. .......... $65,000.00 
Ch VOSS ESSE VL BRD 0070. oy CN cn eney ERR City i igge 883.15 
searchers in 1889, $100.66—1891, $25.00 ........ 125.66 

” _Att’ys, Wheeler & Co., 1889 to date $1584.98 & 
SN Laks eR Re TA 1 iE CT REM eet Wo ae 08) 5 erie el A TDR gS 1,961.34 
Paid S. P. & L. Nash on account of lots ............... 500.00 
” Stewart & Sheldon account of U. S. Trust Co. 

LAGAN 7.0 Vosae eae Monee ayo ees ee OS tet eee 474.42 
Paid Doctor Tuttle on account of vaults ............... 8,441.19 
abi Lest ee ay rN ET eter tae ae Sant Acie yeas Oe aslt. 33,108.68 
Nic odd Se Sonsietine® Gutteres) cases enue be tele 37,700.00 
y Roth OOo Bel Carpenters. son base ae 2,000.00 
” Mills & Newton, Steam Heating ieee oe: 1,000.00 
UO Re Ee Robertaon Architect un aac eer reat en ae 3,500.00 
oy Ea Datta Superintendent? 00) soa Sick emer 500.00 
"dye Ear infirmary Mtgeil Voanis. 4/0. ke 7,000.00 
”” Insurance, $148.75 & Interest 11.00 ............ 159.75 

"sundries, loan to old: Saint Luke’s ()0/00 po 199.63 162,503.82 

Balance isi. ak its We arene) cee a eRe hE A ee See $11,496.18 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT 


On March 18th, 1892, another statement of the parish treasurer 
showed the cost of the new church to date $178,230.24. 


Cash received as reported Feb’y 19, 1892 .............. $174,000.00 
Cash received from U. S. Trust Co., March 18, 1892 .. 10,000.00 
Cash received from Miss Talman, March 18, 1892 .. 1,500.00 $185,500.00 








Expenditures 
Asireported (Pehy ys LOC 02 es idee eny ny nee ee $162,503.82 
As reported paid John E. Davis, March 18, 92 ........ 15,565.00 178,068.82 
$ 7,431.18 
Cash) as reported above) to date (io. , silat ae one $185,500.00 
Paid out’ and uptto. Reb vel) 02 Joli aan eelewen $162,304.19 
Paid out Feb’y 197 '92\to’ “March 18702 3) 2 15,926.05 178,230.24 
$ 7,269.76 
Plus old’ Sdinti Luke's) cash iy. 2 c0 ay) eer ee ee 3.50 
$7,273.26 
Lotalteost, of church: te/date wal Tae ae $178,230.24 


After the reading of this report the question of the erection of 
the small tower, or minaret, on the northwest corner of the church 
was carefully discussed. The decision was in favor to build it at 
once, at a cost not exceeding $5,000. 


: 
: 
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DEATH OF MR. JULIAN BOTTS 


As the proportions of the church were advancing, it was thought 
expedient to increase the insurance, and Mr. Julian Botts, who had 
always taken this particular business in charge, was requested to 
secure a policy for $50,000. Although much impaired in health he 
gladly performed this duty, for the welfare of Saint Luke’s he felt 
deeply at heart. He had served it faithfully over twenty-three 
years, being elected to the vestry in 1869, and advanced to junior 
warden in 1889. One more service he performed—it was his last. 
He was present to answer the roll-call April 8th, but was summoned 
to present himself before the Throne of Grace on Good Friday, 
April 15th, 1892. 


RESIGNATION OF DOCTOR TUTTLE 


The following is a verbatim transcript from the records. 

“The rector by a letter full of tender reminiscences, bright hopes 
for the future of the parish and devotion to its interest, tendered his 
resignation as rector of Saint Luke’s Church to take effect on the 
day of the dedication of the new church. After the letter was read 
by the clerk of the vestry, the rector vacated the chair and left the 
room, whereupon the senior warden, Mr. McDonald, presided. 

On motion made by Mr. Van Blaricom in an address expressing 
great affection for the rector and appreciation of his great services 
to Saint Luke’s Church and the Church at large, which was feelingly 
seconded by Mr. Botts, the junior warden, it was resolved that the 
resignation of the rector be accepted, to take effect at the date of 
dedication of the new church, and that when that day should arrive 
the rector should retire as Rector Emeritus on a salary of two 
thousand dollars a year for the term of his natural life, and for the 
same term if he should so desire, have the sole use and occupancy 
of the house adjoining the church. known as the Hamilton House. 
It was further resolved that the letter of resignation be transcribed 
in full on the minutes of this vestry, and form part of its records, 
and that a committee of three be appointed by the chair to draft 
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suitable resolutions relating to said resignation, and on approval by 
the vestry be fittingly engrossed. The chair accordingly appointed 
the Rev. John T. Patey, Messrs. Van Blaricom and Broadbent as 
that committee. It was with great grief, based on the profound love 
and respect entertained for the rector, and at his earnest wish that 
the resolution accepting the resignation was passed. 

The rector having returned and resumed his position as chairman, 
on motion it was resolved that a committee be appointed by the chair 
to nominate a rector and report their action at the vestry meeting 
to be held for the election of a new rector on the 25th day of 
March, 1892. The rector appointed Mr. Alexander McDonald 
and Messrs. Van Blaricom and Chas. Emmons as members of the 
nominating committee. The letter of resignation read to the vestry 
by the clerk here follows: 


DOCTOR TUTTLE’S LETTER OF RESIGNATION 


New York City, N. Y. 


March 18th, 1892, 
To the wardens and vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church. 


Gentlemen: 


After most serious consideration it seems to your rector that the time 
is at hand for him to resign the charge of Saint Luke’s Church of which he 
has been rector for nearly forty-two years. 

The parish is now in a transition state from its own location in Hudson 
St. to its own site at 141st St. and Convent Avenue. At my advanced age it 
appears to me fitting to make this transition the occasion for laying down my pas- 
toral charge, instead of assuming additional labors and responsibilities consequent 
on entering a new field of arduous undertakings. I have, therefore, to ask you to 
kindly accept my resignation as rector of Saint Luke’s Church to take effect 
not later than the opening dedicatory services of our new Saint Luke’s in the 
early Fall. 

The surrender of this sacred connection brings fresh to memory a past 
filled with deep solemnities of the thousands I have baptised into the Body of 
Christ, presented to the Bishop for confirmation, and received into full Com- 
munion at the Church’s altar. And thousands of the sainted dead have I com- 
mitted to their rest in hope of a glorious resurrection. My pastorate has been 
one of peace and mutual confidence. I can wish my successor as your pastor 
no richer experiences than the confidence and kindness I have received from 
this devoted and considerate flock of the Great Shepherd. I commend you, and 
through you the beloved congregation of Saint Lukes “to God and the word of 
His peace which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 


- all them which are satisfied.” 


Very affectionately yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 
ISAAC ATUL. 
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After some preliminary business was disposed of at the next 
meeting, held March 25th, wherein it was decided that the carving 
on the circular windows in the new church be done at once and at 
an expense not exceeding $120, the report of the committee on reso- 
lutions concerning the resignation of the rector was called for. 
When the rector heard the resolutions read regarding himself, he 
arose and in a feeling manner expressed his appreciation of their 
tenor and purpose, but at his earnest request, the action of the vestry 
which provided that when he became Rector Emeritus he should 
receive two thousand per year, was modified so as to read instead, 
fifteen hundred dollars. Also for the first year only, and one thou- 
sand thereafter for the term of his natural life. 


ELECTION OF NEW RECTOR 


The report of the committee appointed for the nomination of a 
new rector was next called for, and presented by the chairman, Mr. 
McDonald, as follows: That this committee duly met and without 
hesitation unanimously and heartily recommended to the vestry the 
election of the Reverend John T. Patey as rector. He is well known 
to us all, as layman, assistant minister and a faithful worker in the 
parish, and needs no extended remarks from us as to his ability and 
successful work. On motion of Mr. Pulis, seconded by Mr. Davis, it 
was unanimously resolved that the report of the nominating commit- 
tee be received and their recommendation be adopted. The vestry 
then proceeded to vote by ballot, Mr. Bard acting as teller, who an- 
nounced there were eight votes cast—all voting but the rector—and 
that all the ballots were cast for the Reverend John T. Patey for the 
rectorship of Saint Luke’s Parish. Accordingly he was declared to 
be the unanimous choice of the vestry and duly elected rector at a 
salary of $3,000 per annum. The clerk of the vestry was instructed 
to notify the Reverend John T. Patey of his election. Doctor 
Tuttle spoke in affectionate terms of the nominee and said the 
election was a very wise one. The clerk of the vestry, therefore, 
wrote the following letter to the rector-elect. 
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New York, March 26, 1892. 
Reverend John T. Patey 


Dear Sir: 


At a meeting of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church held on the 25th day 
of March, 1892, you were unanimously elected rector of Saint Luke’s Parish 
to take effect directly after the opening dedicatory services of the new Saint 
Luke’s Church in the early Fall. 

Yours very truly, 


C. L. BROADBENT, 
Clerk. 


The following letter of acceptance, dated April 9th, was written 
from 477 Hudson Street, the old parsonage where he was then living. 


To Charles L. Broadbent, Esgq., 
Clerk of the Vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, N. Y. City. 


My dear Sir: 

Your official letter bearing date of the 26th day of March, 1892, inform- 
ing me of my election to the rectorship of Saint Luke’s Church was duly re- 
ceived, for which please accept my thanks. 

In reply thereto I hereby express my great appreciation of its purport 
and my thanks to the rector, churchwardens and vestrymen of Saint Luke’s 
Church for the honor conferred upon me by my unanimous election to the 
rectorship of Saint Luke’s Parish to take effect directly after the dedicatory 
services of the new church. Whilst I naturally feel grateful and pleased at 
my selection to such a position in such a parish, yet I feel great regret that 
our rector is about to retire from a position he has occupied so faithfully and 
ably for so long a time. I, also, am conscious of my unworthiness to succeed 
one who both by his Christian character and marked ability has won our esteem, 
reverence and love. I accept the call with a deep sense of my responsibility 
and an earnest prayer that the Author of every good and perfect gift may 
graciously send down upon me the healthful spirit of His grace, His light to 
guide, His power to aid and His love to bless in this important work. May I 
also request of you all your prayers and aid? I, together with you, hope that 
our dear rector may long be spared to aid us with his wise counsel and to see 
the work greatly prospering in the new field of labor. 

: With best wishes for yourself and the other members of the vestry, 
am 
Very sincerely yours, 


JOHN T. PATEY 


a 
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RESOLUTIONS ON THE RESIGNATION OF 
DOGTOR Tiong 
The report of the committee to draft suitable resolutions on the 
resignation of the rector is as follows: 
“THatT WHEREAS, The Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., our greatly 
beloved and revered rector after a period of about forty-two years 
of faithful, able and successful service as rector of this parish, has 


deemed it advisable at this juncture to take action concerning his - 


resignation as rector to take effect at the time named and which res- 
ignation was sorrowfully and regretfully accepted by the vestry, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That whilst the vestry express its feelings of deep 
regret at the change about to be made in the relations between 
our beloved rector and this parish, yet it remembers with 
great satisfaction that the severance will be but official, not 
personal, and that our rector will go in and out among us 
as our wise counselor, godly teacher and sympathetic friend. 
That this vestry records its profound respect, the godly char- 
acter and consistent conduct of our rector, and its keen 
appreciation of the high qualities both of his mind and _ heart. 
He has been ever faithful to his exalted estimate of the functions of 
the sacred priesthood, always holding with firm grasp the doctrines 
and discipline of our branch of the Catholic Church and never utter- 
ing from the pulpit or elsewhere any uncertain sound respecting the 
Church’s faith and practices, but on the contrary by a thoughtful, 
clear, earnest and attractive presentation of the truth, he has won 
many souls to loyalty to Christ and his Church. His praise is in 
this respect in all the churches. In addition to this his long ministry 
has been characterized by those gifts and graces which mark the 
faithful and diligent pastor and the true and sympathetic friend, 
especially to the needy and suffering, whether in mind, body or es- 
tate. We cannot but express at this time our hearty congratulations 
to our rector on his being privileged to accomplish so much good, and 
in the large numbers he has baptised, prepared for confirmation and 
trained for. ‘The rest that remaineth to the people of God,’ many of 
whom have gone to join the great majority. Such resolutions as 
these would be incomplete did we not recognize the rare business 
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qualifications and executive ability shown by our rector, not only in 
financial administration of his parish, but, also, in his supplementary 
work in the diocese as a member of its Standing and other important 
committees, and especially in the founding and management of 
‘Homes’ for the indigent of Christ’s flock. 

That this vestry records its earnest hope and prayer that “The 
Giver of all good,’ may long spare to us our dear rector and friend to 
aid by his ministrations and counsel, and that his path may become 
increasingly bright, shining more and more until the perfect day. 

Dated New York, March 25, 1892. 


Respectfully submitted, 


VOR NOPE A Lior 
M. VAN BLARICOM  } Committee” 
C. L. BROADBENT §] 


On account of the death of Mr. Julian Botts, the junior warden, 
and the resignation of Doctor Charles S. Ward, the son-in-law of 
the rector, it was necessary to elect two new members on the vestry 
at the Easter Monday election, April 18th. The election resulted as 
follows: 


Alexander L. McDonald, senior warden 
Millard Van Blaricom, junior warden 
John H. Pulis 
James Stone 
Charles Emmons 
John E. Davis 
Jonathan Sprague Bard 
Charles. L. Broadbent 
Foster F. Potter, M.D. 
William Fogg Heath, M.D. 
C. L. Broadbent was elected clerk of the vestry. 
J. Sprague Bard was elected treasurer of the parish. 
John E. Davis was elected treasurer of the uptown church. 


V estrymen 


Delegates chosen to attend the Diocesan Convention and the 
Archdeaconry meeting were Messrs. A. L. McDonald, Millard Van 
Blaricom and C. L. Broadbent. 

When the treasurers’ monthly statements were called for, Doctor 
Tuttle who had been reimbursed for his loan of $3,000, now pre- 
sented to the church to memorialize, as it were, the event of his 
resignation, the sum of $9,000. On motion of Mr. McDonald it 
was unanimously and cordially resolved that the hearty thanks of 
this vestry be given to Doctor Tuttle for his magnificent gift to the 
new church. 
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TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


The parish treasurer presented his report to date showing 


hettne cost OF the church at March l8th was 2.0 ol. i een ee ee ke $178,230.24 
to this sum had been added insurance to the amt. of .............. 100.00 
mnceanrerest on the mortgage to the amt. of. 6.206. eines c sce ne 358.33 
area COSTMIIPITO TOV DIGI LOO 2b s cirety bine vn Gra@ stems co ote ghee els $178,688.57 
The whole statement is as follows: 
PETRA LATICE pt ea aig gar ahs nO utavdia ais daehlin'« 2 hie 4 $6,958.92 
RE ECRIN OG ere eit ein ce soils cert ae rie Sas linet nado ¢ 47.49 
I VeMeUV EMO Pe POLLELINDS Passes Sete poe eee ee eden ces 50. 00 
Becuenironiney., [saac, bis. Luttle;) DD iii. i canals ob acs 9,000.00 $16,056.41 
Expenditures 
PoeoniilDavis,, preas. Binding .Com:. 2.205.060 s.desi05 3,970.00 
$12,086.41 
J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 
PAMPER GL O02, ys DalanCeU. vlc ea sas oolale eb a eeesls wae: $ 93.16 
Parenvsectiprions and collections i405 9) ved. etalk 29.72 
Were Cel Oe, witty Ladin e OULET. A ot dn ie oy n'4, 0 dle ia o oiols 30.67 
From J. S) Bard, PATISU ILCAS A Ine eet eet ees « 3,970.00 $4,123.55 
Expenditures 
rSalac vette ASLO IMATI Nt ce the ees cose cties «ule lations $ 50.00 
BME et CARAS IOU SC ou Sako seo cha Bea Oe eet oe eels eM area: ws 1.00 
f pean CATAL ee tee eR deena & ote eee Wee i Paedials 10.50 
BU, or err ied Sted ci ogee ae Woe Ud wed dn Sitio ee 14.87 
si R “Gill Gee Ons: StOme CUtterS ye. ra on aaaaree eee 3,970.00 4,046.37 
$ 77.18 
ot MSP PEL SOC LOM DALAIICO Wes sin lettinie faa sb Cie Gi anale shells ld sv antaw bo sno wl 77.18 
JOHN E. DAVIS, Uptown Treasurer. 
mucanew Chichi cost 1p. tO, April 6, 1892). oie eo a $178,688.57 
meme cre Ons reported; ADIL: 2/p. LOZ. isc Lore'e 1 4sla ctw maatee bins 3,970.00 
eee mOHe ate OCG oAL, SL OOS pinew xe Weiss eis, ve vis'e wis es i> ae son e's $182,658.57 


The personal gift of $9,000 from the rector was part of a sum of 
$20,000 which it was his intention to present the new church—so 
deeply and keenly was the sentiment he felt for his dear and beloved 
parish. He conceived the idea that perhaps Trinity might match his 
gift if he made this last appeal to her. So he boldly presented the 
proposition, and to his great joy he received a kindly acquiescence 
which resulted in an increase to Saint Luke’s treasury of $40,000. 

The Reverend Gouverneur Morris Wilkins, assistant in charge of 

the chapel on Convent Ave. and 14Ist Street, desirous of being re- 
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tained in a similar office when the church was opened for services, 
presented a petition to the vestry signed by several persons of the 
uptown congregation. The petition was read to the vestry and kindly 
remarks were made by the rector concerning the Reverend Mr 
Wilkins and his work uptown, also by Doctor Potter, one of the 
signers. But it was unanimously resolved by the vestry that the 
petition be laid on the table, as any action thereon at present would 
be untimely and not in accordance with custom. 

The rector read a letter from a Mr. Fenwick regarding a request 
to locate a church near the new Saint Luke’s, to which an unhesitat- . 
ing and prompt denial was sent by the vestry. 


TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


At a meeting held May 27th at the home of the rector, 218 West 
46th Street, Mr. Bard, the parish treasurer, stated he had received 
from Doctor Tuttle his note on demand for $11,000, being the bal- 
ance of his gift to the new church of $20,000. Cash $9,000, note on 
demand $11,000. 


To ‘cash onshand/A ptil 27th, 1892) 0.4 Yee en $12,086.41 

To GaSD Ghitch Wioterings: sey a UUaer ioe ani whee 29.35 

"CRSA REMEIODER A 05 chs NC Een ae Orin ah 92.83 

” cash by box at door chapel for new church ........ 24.41 

3) cash Trnitys Church) Stinenda.atecire ob Se a a 833.34 
‘Wicash Old parsonagelys eit Ue Rien sneha 100.00 $13,166.34 

Expenditures 

By. cash galaries) ec: kul) cee ae\ a an idces vial, Sie bee Nae $ 1,056.34 

“Cash repairg ey sitnpiies in paasy hay en eee ne 69.10 

” cash in trust Mrs. Byles CANNUHI) ¥ tab Sn 210.00 
” cash John E. Davis, Treasurer VOLOWH os oa Ce 11,500.00 12,835.44 
‘To: balance ‘cash ‘ortitand hue oie ee eel eae $ 330.90 

Mr. Davis rendered statement for uptown: 

To/cash-on hand April 27) 1802) e)y s/h gna $ 77.18 

“s cash: fron) Boks Potterag: in 1) ey eee ee 129.12 
Void: so. Bard,« Parish Tt reagurents uch sh leer date 11,500.00 $11,706.30 

Expenditures 

By ‘cash to sexton 7. We ar. vege aie ee ete eR ee $ 14.00 

aycash to iJones} &) Cole sun uP ieee pane hay a) ae 2,500.00 
ce pCasht to: Sraith Belli hie ira pam saan 9,000.00 $11,514.00 
To balance cashivon hand 1, 622 et $ 192.30 











FIFTH RECTOR 245 


Mr. Davis, as building inspector, reported that the work on the 
new church was going on exceedingly slow, and that if something 
was not done at once to expedite matters, the building would not be 
finished by Saint Luke’s Day, October 18th, 1892. That the architect 
had not furnished the drawings and specifications promptly which 
caused the contractors great delay and loss of time, being compelled 
to discharge men for want of drawings, materials, etc. That he 
(Mr. Davis) had seen the architect many times and called his atten- 
tion to the fact, but received little satisfaction. Consequently the 
vestry instructed the clerk to express by letter to the architect the 
sense of this meeting regarding the delay, and direct that the evil 
complained of should be remedied at once. That he must give this 
important matter his personal attention in every detail so that the 
work can be rushed to completion at the earliest possible day. Also 
that his attention be called to the promise made to Doctor Tuttle 
many months ago, that the church would be finished by October Ist, 
1892, and that on this promise Doctor Tuttle promised Trinity 
Church Corporation to vacate the old church in Hudson Street, on 
or before October 18th, 1892. 

It was reported that the old organ could be removed from Hudson 
Street to the new church and enlarged at an expense of $2,500.00, 
also guaranteed to be Joud enough to be heard all over the building. 
The committee was empowered to have the organ moved and en- 
larged, also to contract for extra doors, closets, etc., required, for 
the lowest possible price. An extra door was necessary in the Sun- 
day School room and the building committee was ordered to attend 
to it, also that the width of aisles and length of pews be left to the 
committee with power to act. But the music committee was in- 
structed to confer with Messrs. Harrison & Co. in reply to his com- 
munication of recent date regarding the organ. Authority was 
given to the parish treasurer to draw from the United States Trust 
Company $10,000.00 to meet standing bills. 
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TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


Both Treasurers rendered statements June roth, 1892. 


By balanceduMiay 27th 1802.) are teen es are $330.90 

ae) Church pom ering sis. 0) \ ae Teeny yaa nee Gna 29.11 

akc untyashurch yotipend..y sine me) 04 Ol ek nena 833.33 

>. Pentoofenarsotage (7 ace wees there + eens 100.00 $1,293.34 

DO SUD DIES ater cbitick 1 duke dh al Nei ole a re $836.32 

yh Lepairs (Gest plies:5.. cabs yon ccthe Manin wee eee eee 37.70 874.02 
Balatice (sai... aubrey ices oe ee een $ 419.32 


J. S. BARD, Parish Treasurer. 


The uptown treasurer’s report: 


By balance May 27th; 1892.20 Nolo i*s) iene are $192.30 

phe COST Te Reh OOH Tay aad he) hie PR Rd 21.42 

(ah CASED wesc taueag Galewe. cade koa ek Map eo ane 41.21 $254.93 

Lo salaries; séxtory 4344 28a) yikes) vie ae $ 7.00 

PLWa bette Pent 80 ca css ak CI atte ne ne 15.00 22.00 
Balances spa .nlicy Laden vine Rene eee i $232.93 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. 


On June 24th, the committee on selection of pews for the new 
church reported that they had visited a number of churches but 
liked best the wood and size of the pews in Saint Michael’s at 99th 
Street and roth Avenue, and would recommend them to the vestry as 
most suitable. Estimates had been solicited and as soon as possible 
they would be reported to the building committee. 

The rector submitted an estimate from Oscar Luetke dated June 
22nd in which he offered to remove the altar from the Hudson Street 
church to the new church, furnish iron railing as per drawing, also 
an extra marble step, all put up in a first class manner for the sum 
of $1,000.00. Also marble tiling 95 cents per foot, and marble base 
for railing $4.00 per square foot. The rector likewise stated that the 
architect had informed him that he had an estimate for tinting the 
walls of the new church for $300.00, if allowed to use the scaffolds 
now erected. All these details were referred to the building com- 


mittee with power, and the contract for the screen in the rear back 
of the pews. 
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TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


Treasurers made statements for June 24th, 1892. 


inyepalancerat jast Teport, .) MNer1Utl. waa sc eac bale eee bs $ 419.32 

PEP CASMAT TONE tO  TUStI CO! cd cakes has bewasee ees 10,000.00 
RRCTIECITAOLS OF INO SU. WS ki cerca tcl cisuinne SRG eka eE Of 9.65 $10,428.97 
To John E. Davis, Treasurer Building Committee ...... $5,300.00 

” John E. Davis, Treasurer new Saint Luke’s ........ 5,065.84 
Balance cash on hand old Saint Luke’s ............... 63.13 $10,428.97 


J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 
The uptown treasurer 


By balance last report, June POLE ree eee cert Lote te sah ee = $ 232.93 
aunt rONis eo bard.) LTeASUPOriy su wos es oid ae we oil sis ade's 5,300.00 
RESET OTE iE OLLEL a clot ae Seti w vie lata aro wale a) pies wierd alee 35.90 $5,568.85 
eon Cli neremOT HC ONLEACLOLS fice e so sees oid as hide a esas $5,300.00 

EMU MRC Re reer Ore eo a Jacc Vietara tur lilar ets Sieh aye grolay yay tat ovehg 7.00 

RAE SONS AEC 1a S (COU ir ste ctelateiate Sia ot ale alle hee le Socivione 8.74 

ME PeD arom OLCAlIn aulee Sele valde u/s Gn eee eee eas viele ais stele 6.50 5,322.24 
SeaTANCCACASIPOT MATIC ANINIGH EAU) tears clea divs cemthsle a lee ey Or Ae cue $ 246.59 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. 


In an effort to expedite the building of the church the rector 
called a meeting in the middle of July, and he, himself, returned to 
the city from his summer home at Lake George in order to attend it. 
The meeting took place in the vestry room of the old church in Hud- 
son Street. October was only three months off and the condition of 
the new church precluded any probability of the opening service tak- 
ing place on Saint Lukes’ Day as the architect had promised. So the 
rector went to see him and obtained the assurance that the church 
would be completed the 1st of December without fail. This in- 
formation he reported to the vestry and the 15th of December was 
chosen for the dedicatory service. Mr. Robertson, the architect, 
was notified at once of the decision of the vestry. As Mr. Broad- 
bent, the clerk, had gone to Europe for the summer, Mr. Van Blar- 
icom was authorized to sign all papers, legal and otherwise, neces- 
sary for carrying on the building of the church. 
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TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


The treasurers were requested to report to date, July 19, 1892. 


By balance ‘at fast report: ine 24th ay oes ee ete $5,128.97 
Church ering ine cua. cae tne Ree evs BLO eS 28.54 
PAR VCLODES Seo oe es re eit ls Seach a 164.06 
Sie MADLY ASAIN, Rictuac Gucs a cigids pe ntencce A \asotuite et enna 833.33 
SETH OTe DACSOMARCS oo15 12's wie cee Wa phew ate inice Veet eRe ee ae 100.00 $6,254.96 
To J. E. Davis, Treasurer Building Committee .......... $2,300.00 
Ney SAIALIES WA reeh, we Ce, Whos Cult Cae OER Ny itis bac aaah 859.82 
ey PODAI ER ACESTIDDIIES oa Ge sc sical soley glk cote tiga cle Mae 70.02 
ET OPAITS Ol cosa tet Vee 6 hy ccc wed Te hd ae 259.22 


Balance casi new ait ules 2. e.g stad nee a ke eee 2,765.84 $6,254.90 
J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 


By balance viast report). June 24th sas bedieee ones $ 246.59 
cashifromraa ih Potters aot Se eer ce en ene 64.16 

* ‘cash from) ison Dardis ore hee whee pe eck eee 2,300.00 $2,610.75 

To salaries Reverend G. M. Wilkins ............3...... $ 125.00 

7 walariesn\tss 1 Hoffman ign saene crs cece eee 50.00 

salaries "Sexton Vi ae ey ae Ul coro kad: oe eee eee 14.00 

Nee RPA ie ae hora hore dubs shri etndea ies NIP a eae ce 3.62 

ref Mes A NGL os Sree ce Oey tee Tee Relea 1,000.00 

CL OgaS  ROCraney {Oey Seu) tate. Genie es Sin ener 600.00 

PONV OLIB ESL OWLOTL, 5's, ce oo ore ae eee tet oe rc eee 700.00 2,492.62 

Balance ‘cash ‘on hand; July ‘19th, 21892 ce ee $ 118.13 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. 


The rector opened the meeting October 24th, 1892, which was 
held at his home, 218 West 46th Street, and after the usual pre- 
liminaries asked to be excused for a while and called the associate 
rector into the chair. The parish treasurer, Mr. J. S. Bard, reported 
he had received a check from Doctor Tuttle for $11,000.00, being 
balance of his gift of $20,000.00 to the new church. It was his (Mr. 
Bard’s) intention to take the check to Trinity Corporation, and get 
a check from them for the same amount, $11,000.00, which would 
be the balance of their gift to the new church of $20,000.00, as by 
agreement with Doctor Tuttle. Mr, A. L. McDonald moved that 
the vestry extend to Doctor Tuttle a full and hearty vote of thanks 
for his generous gift, and that the treasurer in grateful acknowledg- 
ment thereof be authorized to advance Doctor Tuttle as Rector 
Emeritus, $1,000.00 on account of salary. Mr. Van Blaricom on 
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seconding the resolution, moved that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to draft resolutions of thanks to Doctor Tuttle for his 
magnificent gift, and that the chair appoint two others to act with 
him. Mr. Van Blaricom and F. F. Potter were appointed. 

On the rector’s return to the chair the question arose as to the 
choice of sexton for the new church, and as Mr. Thomas Brennan 
of the old church was favorably recommended by Doctor Tuttle, it 
was decided by the vestry that he be retained for the new church. 

The rector always desirous of keeping pace with funds of the 
church called on the treasurers for their statements. 


BREASURERS ) SEATEMENTS 





By balance last report, July 19th, 1892 ............4.. $ 3,025.06 
SMMPCUEC OLE T INE SETe fea kia is te ea a te w Meld ieee oe 103.84 
BME IU CITICS Bae ts tirticlgaiela ict als ciated Wiis ta "en tides wm olotehs 212.42 
LOLI T PN LTIIOTUCL ot orierta: f.a%e > Wend. (a lee bats obade oars Sosvaieiesls 2,500.00 
MERC UAL SOMAC Oe? re tiels yy wi wis vs a aia eee eines Bi ainiess 300.00 
Bsa) TST EC Oca LOAM Ga aly a ee sistas bassin ole ade Blnievel ete eis 10,000.00 
” Trinity Church, 1st installment (gift of $20,000) .. 9,000.00 $25,141.32 
Raa TBS tReet cscs au etl ware 2 eM ais Wietelal ener aie a iolp-g is Welalaie $ 2,703.49 
ROMERO SSUTI NS as cess seine See aie Mikes eae Shel ale se vl 115.89 
Ma ES ATIM EITC Vie whey a keats & sip wixicrs ca Weal @ RRC Ee aie a eed 30.00 
PE SCO lal OTIC yr es eects Ga hats Grea eee aise e ain aleve ss 10.00 
matterest. Leis. Lrust: loan ito. Oct: 1) 1892 ie, dus 1,243.06 
” John E. Davis, Treasurer Building Committee .... 13,406.15 $17,508.59 
$ 7,632.73 
paints LAKES S het ae ch ees aol awiele elaine § $ 516.10 
Balance wy news oaltitee LUKE So sca cs wee eyis cee 7,116.63 
J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 
by, balance Jast report, July 19,°1892 50 oe ia. fe eens $ 118.13 
Prrasty Peat, . Potter—-COllectiOns® ye i<'ss sss,0's ieee slain eres 294.07 
a er et nih ato sineray were ae hae Sates 13,406.15 $13,818.35 
eI EEN ES EREOT Merial Le ste Sh ack eae wh a siete La ieeis «Me Mae $ 42.00 
peaiaty. weverend. \Gr.0 Me Wilkins: | occ rode at eee es 125.00 
SME LEE TIT FBale, NVA ary ul atac Wa owe o 019 atin divide, arab Set oe 50.00 
MUU DUES ite wn Arte tirie Stir ernees eben ih ose 6 0.4/0 18s e's 4 0's 58.89 
DET EDA eee tireh die, Ligon itarn % 21a ofe nisin a9 a oie ave Breech owe 1.50 
RANG OMAR ELT CRAG Te TU AI ERNe oie aller acl al aia al siabacal eles ohattel ae We isha 8.87 
SEH NISRA AUN Tek di ashe aie Stes oie ins tie’ alee a8 weceen ane acetotels le 3,800.00 
Ae ead eee RNA eter ony oe Gina fini Acide iace Si 7,500.00 
bce MED aks CDCR TSO ANS See ey airy wih trata ase Shai ie cia a tnate gil cho 1,000.00 
Bey TL TRIAS SLL OCLIP LER MNOs hates atte ee eo ciel sin eetang hey Werte ease 606.15 | 
OUSWY CLLG.! OC EIN PROTON I ets ee hte hee 4 tele? irae ae ey 500.00 13,692.41 | 
BPATANCEY (ICE. LAL LOO ee eek ee aie ee as OE OT wei a als die bres $ 125.94 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. | 





) 
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On the 7th of November, 1892, a meeting was held at the home of 
the rector, when it was resolved that the vestry should meet every 
Tuesday evening for the next four weeks from this date at the same 
time and place, and the treasurers have statements ready for pre- 
sentation. The rector was requested to see the Bishop and inquire 
whether it would be convenient for him to be present at the opening 
service of the new church on the 15th of December. But if not, to 
arrange with the Bishop to appoint the day. 


TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


By balance tast)renort, cts 24th cee ace eee eee $ 7,632.73 
*%) Churcha pr ering s ye ia eins ss outa reat Riece sia meee 27.95 
 MerTVeLOPeS) cir etiae ah aretceh nicer ataishate see eter chetaue ae een 5.00 
CURT rinity sOmurch SU Neri. siasa cele Lenin Be ones 833.34 
Si. Tent  OLPDALSGNAwe Va. a. ae de wien anes ere ees 100.00 
"> balance sot, Doctom Cuties gilten. ay ease tie oe 11,000.00 
¥~ balance to eDrinity ‘Churchis eit’. soa sees ee ee 11,000.00 $30,599.02 
PON Salaries UCL Sale ateltda Fe cob te & einer ee Mi eee $ 962.84 
DM LEDAITS & SUPDHES ey ics cee ce knieee site Rae imaeteene ee 33.97 
© anniity Of: Mrs ABYIES* ofo done wrieo ere eee ie eee 210.00 
Y sedward’Wr Sheldon; Attorey.ayAcsudee ve a oe 90.49 
YT Peo MM. Las Nash Attorneys ©. uc. cere ad aera 27.22 
=) cNeverend Isaac fiz 1 uttle salary, 240.) 7 nate 1,000.00 
() Jobr Reavis. Lreastrer: uptawhtccenia eee ne 250.00 2,574.52 
$28,024.50 
Old Sainteluke's ini asu on a eet Se Zio 
Balance ‘new. Samt Luke's *3 2.45.0 eae 27,748.92 


J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 


By balance ast report, Oct® 24th aise ec eee $125.94 

=~) Chat ch Of erie sins ees sabi ws & Cee cree Rise oe ee 112.79 

Hee Dit eke, EBEG Wale nea hee ck oe kis reas ie oe eel arene Geo ete 250.00 $488.73 

rol-sexton’ i cleaning ie: eo. pacer eee oe ee ane eens $ 13.00 

7) AMOS) Se BL aL oe. lace gptanahaca tial nelo erate eT eime es ree ee 250.00 263.00 
Balance <2 os Cee eee a ok ere eee $225.73 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. 


ee ee ee ee 
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Cost of new church up to date, May 27, 1892 ........ccsesccccccees $194,158.57 
June 24, 1892. To R. Gill & Son (Stone CUTPER SH ayataieis ieinais Soules ae 5,300.00 
July 19, APA ONES eee LASOITS ) Po nepal oie cyata'e, c's ge aclu dicate 1,000.00 
aye 19. 2 eos wcocurainn Ge lumber) iiss nes as a « else ae ade 600.00 
ety 19.) Ke ParVVELIG AC) NEWION. CR UTNACE Clot ccnssc eee noes 700.00 
Cyt 2453)" PU ONES WiC CM PASONS iat) telseebeid sew vwlcls oaisdchoag 3,800.00 
Gt 24.” MeL TRASH ORE OMS TOLONE Mies te hb ciare dictele oo GN ate coe 7,500.00 
Os es ade Eto MeL ISON -CATCHITECE) tee o's o oft wie tts o kate 1,000.00 
RCt ee PP ose COC Kr atin CE MtUGL): oo ea ste sinwics bf ecules eo 606.15 
Oct. 24, ” Pea ells sor ew tome (CE ITNaCe Ah, a) teen. git toe aitaes oe 500.00 
Oct. 24,0077 fee lore ed Piists CLO ANECLESE) ie Dae e ee aceon en eae eid 1,243.06 
Nov. 7)” UT ITGGw oe Lal Pome emir a ere eae ee OL nie org tae 250.00 
NOVEL. Mar EUctPa VV Se SHICLU ONS ALLOLTIOVS, ois edoviy a (fate ances sales 90.49 
NOVAS) ssi a ech Lt Le NAST A HOT TCYV. Si aloes ss <lnere 27:22 
otal cost-oL new churcu.to date: Nov.-7, 1892" ./..- cece see ae $216,775.49 


GIFT FROM MISS LOW 


On November 27th it was finally settled at a meeting of the vestry 
that the opening service for the new church would positively take 
place Sunday, December 18th, 1892. The clerk was instructed to 
notify Messrs. Harrison & Co., contractors for the organ, and re- 
quest them to have the organ finished so it could be used on that day. 

The rector read a letter from Miss Julia A. Low in which she 
enclosed her check for $800 to be used in the sanctuary of the new 
church—particularly for the altar and reredos which were in mem- 
ory of Mr. Anthony Bleeker McDonald and son, her nephew and 
grandnephew. A cordial vote of thanks on the part of the vestry 
was unanimously rendered and embodied in a letter to Miss Low by 
the clerk. The clerk read a letter from the National Meter Co. 
dated N. Y., Nov. 21, 1892, in which the said Company proposed 
putting in a gas engine for working the bellows of the organ, com- 
plete in every detail for the sum of $340. 

The treasurers were called for their statements to date. 
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| 
Ng Nov. 70. By \cashtibalance tsuneo Veeco rian twenenen 28,024.50 

iy | Church (offerings... ean meme be cee es ba nets 13.15 

i Bnvelopess eae ee a ee a ee cee 49.04 $28,086.69 
i ! To palaries soe iksso ns a eaee pete ee here ge at ae ae $ 30.00 

i John EE. Davis; <Lreasurer uptowntacteres cease. aan 11,185.70 11,215.70 
| ! Lower church + one teens. Siena $ 307.77 

11 Uptown ‘church cy esteniees ss cole ne eee 16,563.22 

i Balances +s st ss yeas tee ase Rath Seon ae tens aes $16,870.99 

viv J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 

iT 

| Dr. Potter, a vestryman representing the uptown church, pre- 


iT sented bills from the Reverend Mr. Wilkins, assistant at the chapel, 
; for work he had done at the “Grange,” amounting to about $385.00. 

It was resolved that the matter be laid over until the next meeting. 

No action was taken the following meeting, but on December 13, 

1892, the rector appointed a committee of three, Messrs. Bard, 

Potter and Broadbent, to investigate the matter and confer with the 
Reverend Mr. Wilkins regarding the bills. 

When the chair called for the treasurer’s statements at the vestry 

: meeting, Nov. 29, 1892, Mr. Bard, the parish treasurer, reported 
I verbally that the cash on hand was same as in his statement of No- 
| vember 22nd, less the bill of Everett P. Wheeler & Co., lawyers, 
: | $229.74, which had been paid. 

| 


} : ; i 
| | Mr. John E. Davis, the uptown treasurer, submitted his statement 
if | as follows: | 
eae | 
Sta Nove:7th: byvbalance i acd ee to e.g me ee ce ee $225.73 
i Collections’), eo ig en aioe oak eee eo ee 36.67 $262.40 
sh) parte eee 
Bar| "EO RASY sinite Rie a he Ge Uae ie ee ee a ne al ee $ 5.87 
YM SEXCOD Hae ofan gata ee Aone bin Rema ane See ct io eee ee 7.00 
eC Stapp lies sl 7S case wibra Jota Mele Rivet dae ices ied ene, Maes aka 26.39 39 26 
‘| | Cash halance: Nov, 22,71802 10a eth $223.14 
y Nov. (29th by Balanced)tcyuecu, oe ni ae eek ees Eanes $223.14 
Gollections 33.9) G06 epoca e see tae amnae pennies 9.47 232.61 
| NO (SEXTON ry’ be Pome ce occa Benet ra aie tag er ree eT $ 3.50 
|) y Reverend: Mr.“ Wilkins 0. e loupe ead betes ance ck 41.67 45.17 
| Cash - balance’ Nov'29, 1802. aks uae aes Gee aiee Ce eee $187.44 
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feeeived irom |. oc, Bard). Parish ‘Treasurer (. i. oe yes code etn. $11,185.70 
MEE AS OCTANE yar hore wine Gekko cay «4 ace cise he ew isla $ 800.00 

MERE ICE Gr SO TCIO IG ice eo a eek aie bn oh cee ae ies Serer 

GS CES sa La sTL ela A NA a a 250.00 

eres SHEP CO. irk pikes oihiels sb hee BBM Mire eed 1,500.00 

Drag La a Rast 33 9 Ke yO a Ae RS ley Ae aE 8,243.00 11,185.70 


New York, Nov. 29th, 1892. JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer 

Mr. Emmons, representing committee on supplies, reported that 
43 tons of coal had been purchased, 40 tons of which was in the 
church, and 3 tons in the “Grange,” at a cost of $247.25. This bill 
was handed the parish treasurer and on motion it was resolved that 
it be left to him to pay, requesting him to get a cash discount if 
possible. 

The committee on repairs was empowered “to repair, paint and 
grain the old Sunday School seats at an expense of one dollar each— 
there being about 90 such seats.” The clerk and this committee were 
ordered to have these seats, books and book cases, the safe and all 
furniture, etc., removed from the Sunday School in Hudson Street, 
to the new church. 

The committee on pews, Messrs. Davis, Potter and Broadbent, 
each furnished plans with their ideas of the rentals the pews ought 
to bring. After considerable discussion it was on motion decided 
“that the three reports be turned over to Mr. Van Blaricom and that 
he should make up a fourth schedule of prices which shall be final.” 
Mr. Bard, the parish treasurer, was instructed to increase the in- 
surance on the new church $10,000, at an expense of $40.00 for three 
years, this to apply on the altar, organ, etc. 

At the next meeting, December 6th, Mr. Bard reported it was im- 
possible to get the extra insurance for $40.00 for three years, 
regretting he was obliged to place it at $50.00. 

A bill in amount of $75.77 for new cottas for the choir to wear 
at the opening service, was ordered paid. It was resolved that the 
new church be carpeted and the rector was empowered to have it 
done. 
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TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS, FOR DECEMBER 6, 1892 


By) balance.|\ NOV 10025 ¢ os ng ca eee Ue Ree $16,870.99 

ye CCinitreh: GIGrings!\. 2). es a)e sac Pe ee odes ae ee 10.20 

1 Envelope soterings .i2.'. Seance ae cae 66.70 

a ePeTIt (OL PALSOMA RO Lis \cs ca aera etereeen ays eek eee neta 100.00 

ECA TIPE SUUDEIEEM CR saa ax cane tere ee wate ete 833.33 $17,881.22 

TO. Salariescsi. oun Geecks c sowie er eae at ce eee $ 883.34 

2 VTEPAIS Coe SUD DNCS 7 WXe bn cicite eae eae us sk as sees 36.30 

a Wheeler oe Coctlawy ers (so ones cis tir cn tet cutee eee 229.24 

POM Otris. Wie COUT COAIN fs 2 fs oe beer volan s obes Coen 247.75 1,396.63 

By<balance: ;dowitowtiwc ssc cnec vane rs cae cee ee $ 398.36 

‘s : TU WI cass cota vate Grek eaeten au Pattee 16,086.23 $16,484.59 

J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 

By: -halances\ Noven29, B02 coon eres an tae eee $ 187.44 

FS. SOLELLIONSS wake o's ok De aiek is esas Oh aaa ene 18.47 $205.91 

To. Sexton. Ses op ie cued nee eew en ee eee ee eee $ 2.00 

tle COAL Hic evuis Qaicwis wax main se lee sae oan Sia eter 5.50 

ee Pe tHolffiniatl ous seco talc ce ee See ene ee 25.00 32.50 
Balance, Dec; 76, 1892045 ons ee ee ae $173.41 


At a meeting held December 13th, 1892, which met as usual at the 
rector’s home, 218 West 46th St., (and was the last one to take 
place before the opening service of the new church) not much bus- 
iness was transacted, attention being given chiefly to plans for the 
ceremony. Mr. Davis was appointed a committee of one to have 
the belt and engine for the organ encased, also the organ rods in 
the choir-room. Likewise to have closets with numbers on them 
with curtains in front to hold the cottas, and a closet to hold music. 
Afterwards the treasurers’ statements were read for December 13, 
1892. 

TREASURERS’ STATEMENTS 


Dec, 6;''1892;) By * Gash ides ee ee fe ne ee ee $16,484.59 
To; repairs. and! supplies iw ucase swat ce Oe oe reese ene $167.42 

Inston church,etc)°$10,000 Stored. yrs tse eee eee 50.00 217.42 
Dec. 13, 1892, Balance downtowts «1 vs ke ene eer ee $180.94 

Uptown! Building Band 00732738 2 ee ae ee ee $16.267.17 

J. S. BARD, Treasurer. 

Dec; 6, 1892." By® cashxcues cee oo clon ce oe aie te le ree eee $173.41 

Collections. “00 2 fs 22.020 wie nein vn hte ie ee re ee 1135/7 

$184.98 

TO2 DUS sis oie dis palace Sippame wd wie eae Cuneta dletey erEn ae te ee 10.40 

Dec. 13; 1892: ‘Balance cash on ‘hand’... 42. 2.ge eee ee eee ee $174.58 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treasurer. 
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OPENING SERVICE 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18th, 1892 


The weather on Washington Heights was bleak and cold, with 
lowering clouds, but caused no deterrent upon the multitude of Saint 
Luke’s friends from gathering within its spacious nave and filling its 
new bright pews which would receive and welcome subsequent 
generations in the years to come. 

The memorials from the old church in Hudson Street gave a 
familiar aspect to their new surroundings, the marble altar and 
reredos in memory of the McDonalds (father and son) on which 
was placed the cross in memory of the rector’s wife, the lectern 
for his eldest daughter, the altar rail for Alice, and the brass pul- 
pit which he was soon to enter to preach his farewell sermon in 
memory of Mary and his only son. 

It was the culminating period of a long rectorship. Old Saint 
Luke’s was born again—just as he wished—and was beautiful in its 
new, fresh existence, with its stately pillars of Manchester stone, its 
noble arches symbolic of eternity, and its symmetrical walls of red 
sand-stone supporting the roof 68 feet above. He had always been 
a student and admirer of ecclesiastical beauty, he had told the 
architect the new Saint Luke’s must have both cloister and ambula- 
tory—and as he stood today clothed in his eighty-one years of 
earthly life, he beheld the realization of his dreams and his soul was 
satisfied. His sermon conveyed messages like those of parting 
friends, but were subordinated to the present spirit of joy and hope 
in a bright future. 

Representatives of Trinity Church attended the service, likewise 
members of the trustees and board of managers of “Saint Luke’s 
Home” and “The Home for Old Men and Aged Couples.” The 
rector of “The Beloved Disciple” sat with the clergy, and at Doctor 
Tuttle’s special invitation the Reverend Doctor Schuyler Hamilton, 
a great-grandson of Alexander Hamilton, read the prayers and 
litany. So terminated this auspicious day in the history of Saint 
Luke’s Church, five years after Doctor Tuttle had written his letter 
of entreaty (Dec. 6, 1887) to Trinity Corporation, expressing the 
strong reluctance of his vestry to surrender their autonomy and 
corporate existence after a parish life and service of sixty-seven 
years. 
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NAMES OF MEN WHO SERVED ON THE VESTRY 
DURING THE RECTORSHIP OF THE 
REVEREND ISAAC HENRY TUTTLE, D. D. 


ie Id 
A. B. McDona 
James Wallace | Wardens 
N. S. Ogden 
E. M. Young 
J. Bluxome 
T. D. Meigs 
RR}: HB. Gok 
Francis Pott 
1851 
Henry Meigs, Jr. 
J. B. Wood 
Cc. A. Meigs 
H. N. Gamble 
1853 
Daniel D. Foote 
1855 
Isaac B. Craft, M.D. 
James W. Elliott, M.D. 
William C. Moore 
Talbot Pirsson 
1858 
Isaac Seltzer 


1860 
Solomon L. Hull 
William P. Wallace 
1861 
John Bluxome 
1862 
I. I. Aymar 
1863 
John Priestly 
1864 /; 
A. B. McDonal 
Francis Pott | Wardens 
John F. Mitchel 
1865 
Alex. L. McDonald 
Edward Taylor 


Se ee ae ee ee eee ee See ae eS Se ee Se 2 eee 


1866 
Charles Hedges 
Joseph Bluxome, M.D. 
1868 
Milo B. Root 
1869 
John H. Pulis 
Julian Botts 
1870 
Frederick Cairns 


1871 
Chas. S. Ward, M.D. 


1875 
H. Croswell Tuttle 

1879 
Francis Pott, Senior Warden 
Alex L. McDonald, Junior Warden 
James Stone 

1880 
Millard Van Blaricom 

1883 
John T. Patey 

1887 
Thos. G. Pratt 
Charles Emmons 


1889 
Alex. L. McDonald, Senior Warden 
Julian Botts, Junior Warden 
John E. Davis 
1890 
Henry E. Malin 
Jonathan Sprague Bard 


1891 
Charles L. Broadbent 
1892 
Millard Van Blaricom, Senior Warden 
Foster F. Potter, M. D. 
Wm. Fogg Heath, M.D. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The fifth rector, who was born in New Haven, Conn., February 
6th, 1811, descended from Puritan ancestry. His father, Bethuel 
Tuttle, a merchant of New Haven, was a direct descendant from 
William and Elizabeth Tuttle who came from England in the 
ship “Planter” in the year 1635, bringing with them the family 
coat-of-arms. His mother, Julia Doolittle, was also of Puritan 
birth, being the daughter of Isaac and Thankful (Bellamy) 
Doolittle. 

After a preliminary education in New Haven, Doctor Tuttle 
entered Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., whence he graduated in 
the class of 1836. The same year he began his theological studies, 
attending the General Theological Seminary in New York City. 
Completing the course in 1839, he was ordained Deacon on July 
3rd, by Bishop Brownell in Trinity Church, New Haven, and 
advanced to the priesthood the following year. His first 
parochial charge was at Bethel, Conn., where on his first arrival 
he was met by a farmer parishioner who remarked, after scruti- 
nizing him from head to foot, “the Bishop sends all his young 
colts here for us to break.”’ The process must have been difficult 
for the young minister remained at Bethel until December Ist, 
1844, when he was called to the rectorship of Christ Church, 
Hudson, New York, taking with him a wife, a playmate of his 
youth in New Haven, and a distant relative, Sarah Parmlee 
Beecher. | 

He remained at Christ Church until June, 1850, when he sur- 
rendered the charge and accepted the call to Saint Luke’s in New 
York City, being influenced by Reverend Doctor Berrian, rector 
of Trinity Church, and Cyrus Curtis, his old friend, who was a | 
member of Trinity’s vestry. Saint Luke’s had suffered from the 
defection of its recent rector to the Church of Rome, and it re- 
quired a man of courage to build it up. In addition to courage 
Doctor Tuttle possessed an expansive spirit and a vision that 
forecasted the future. At the very start he was connected in 
some way with every branch of the Episcopal Church in the city. 
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In addition to being the founder of Saint Luke’s Home for Aged 
Women, the Home for Old Men and Aged Couples, the Church 
of the Beloved Disciple, he was an incorporater of the Orphans’ 
Home and Asylum, and assisted Reverend Doctor Muhlenbergh 
in founding Saint Luke’s Hospital. He was made a trustee of 
Trinity School, elected a member of the Standing Committee of 
the General Theological Seminary, and served many years on the 
Standing Committee of the Diocese. In the councils of the 
( Church his judgment was esteemed and often deferred to, 
especially by Bishop Horatio Potter. He was sought by influen- 
tial congregations and important educational institutions, but he 
refused all offers, even the bishopric of Minnesota, preferring 
to remain faithful to the work he had outlined in old Saint Luke’s 
parish. Trinity College, his alma mater, conferred on him the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity in the year 1862. 

He was characterized by firm religious convictions and his moral 
courage never failed under trying circumstances. 

On one occasion, at an evening service, a stranger in the pulpit 
gave utterance before a large congregation in Saint Luke’s to | 
\ doctrinal views bordering on Unitarianism. Like a sudden flash of 
lightning the rector came from the chancel where he had been 
seated and commanded the preacher to stop. Then turning to his 
people, he expounded the interpretation underlying the remarks 
they had just heard and demanded retraction of them by the 
minister, or his withdrawal from the pulpit. The latter alternative 
was chosen, for he vanished from the Church, 

With mental and spiritual strength Doctor Tuttle combined tender 
and sympathetic qualities of the heart which attracted and endeared 
all conditions of men. 

Manifestations of this lovely influence were particularly observ- 
able among the students of the General Theological Seminary, 
who regarded him as their good friend and adviser. 

When death struck him Friday, November 2oth, 1896, the 
whole Church in the city felt a wound, and on the Sunday follow- 
ing many rectors from their pulpits announced to the congrega- 
tion that a great soul had passed out from the Church Militant 
to the Church Triumphant. 
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SIXTH RECTOR 


JOHN THOMAS PATEY 
(1892-1909 ) 


When Doctor Tuttle descended from Saint Luke’s pulpit after 
preaching his farewell sermon, his long rectorship terminated, 
and the new title of rector-emeritus became his by courtesy, and 
one of the first acts recorded in the minutes of the vestry meeting 
convened by the new rector, Dec. 29th, 1892, recites the follow- 
ing: “On motion resolved that pew No. 12, center aisle, be 
assigned to the Rector Emeritus.” It is coincident in fact that 
the pew thus described is at the present time rented and 
occupied by the grandson and great grandchildren of Reverend 
Doctor Tuttle. 

For the first time the vestry meeting took place in the Ham- 
ilton House, referred to in the records as the “Rectory, 141st 
Street and Convent Avenue,” and those present in addition to 
the rector, were Millard Van Blaricom, junior warden; and 
Messrs. John E. Davis, Charles Emmons, Charles L. Broadbent, 
Foster F. Potter, M.D., William Heath, M.D., Vestrymen. 

The next act of the new rector called for the report of the com- 
mittee appointed October 24, 1892, to draft resolutions of thanks 
to Doctor Tuttle for his generous gift of $20,000.00 to the church. 
The report read, approved, and ordered spread on the minutes in 
full is as follows: 


RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO DOCTOR TUTTLE 


“At a meeting of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, N. Y. 
City, held on the 24th day of October, 1892, the undersigned 
were appointed a committee for the purpose of drafting suitable 
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resolutions of grateful recognition of the munificent gift by the 
Reverend Doctor Tuttle of T'wenty Thousand dollars to the 
building fund of the new church. 

The committee accordingly recommended to the vestry the 
adoption of the following preamble and resolutions. 

That whereas the Reverend Doctor Tuttle in addition to his 
long, earnest, able and successful rectorship of Saint Luke’s 
Church (heretofore thankfully acknowledged) has placed his 
beloved parish under obligations to him by the wisdom he dis- 
played in the negotiations for the transfer of the down-town 
li property ; by the judicious selection of a site for the new church; 
by his constant watchfulness and indefatigable toil whilst the 





building was being erected, and to crown all by his noble gift of 
Twenty Thousand Dollars to the new church, 


record its grateful appreciation of Doctor Tuttle’s generosity, 
and its hearty thanks for his aforesaid gift. That this vestry 
express its wish that Doctor Tuttle may long be spared and that 
the new church, a graceful monument of his efforts and self- 
. denial, may indeed prove to be a great blessing to the community 


! 
| | Be it Resolved—That this vestry cordially and unanimously 
: 
\ 





by its influences for good on the hearts and lives of vast 
numbers. The sanctuary, to which shall come for comfort, re- 
| . freshment and healing the sad, the weary and the sinful; The 
| home of saints—the ‘House of God,’ and the very ‘gate of 
| heaven.’ 
i : 
| Dated New York City, Dec. 28th, 1892. | 
. Respectfully submitted, 
| JOHN T. PATEY, | 
M. VAN BLARICOM, 
' Bap POLTERY 
The treasurers rendered their statements for Dec. 29, 1892, 
| as follows: 
| Decti13:.0'92—Balancdesci4e eck ata cake ee an tae sg en $16,267.17 
COR GPING S556 5s oes ein eh ee Sia Ce ais rete a aber eh an 121.14 
; Doctor Tuttle and family gift for pulpit and lectern ..... 425.00 
Miss ‘Low’s/ gift ‘for altar and reredos. oi. if ues ees cea ys 800.00 $17,613.31 
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J. E. DAVIS, Treas. Building Com. 


Poremenngnt:Pluistic Stone: Co. ).c. 6. eases Coe ee een $1,200.00 

EEC LE TVA PATIOS Tac, vie 3 dle boca alerd s fvlwlaters wesley 6's 2,500.00 

Smemerical iicastic. Lime Co. as 22 A eelh cleo es 1,500.00 

ee eras ouertson) Architect 0. ge fy clea es eles anes 

‘s Se $4.00, cartage from lower church $70.00 . 74.00 

aan a R. Lamb, work on pulpit and lectern ........... 425.00 6,699.00 
Ee da HERR TDE  isen gals TO Wl be et UR Bes ede SE RN $10,914.31 

J. S. BARD, Treas. 

pe Oe ee ALANICE Cia kl cules he le hae 0 eae wield he's ad ee $ 173.41 

Collections $11.57, Box in Chapel $10.75 ............... 22.32 

PERO Se DAT CASI Ll ic ite ev iitcin e-eie que eb lard eyernle ole wo 6,200.00 $6,395.73 

For supplies $10.40; Fluistic Stone Co., $1,200 ....... $1,210.40 

Re Gill & Sons, $2,500; Tiling. Co., $1,500... 0. coe ea 4,000.00 

Pm LP RODELTSOM, PAT CHILECE. coe ce Sake ee ees ie Sees eee 1,000.00 6,210.40 
Pra latice set 20 sie Oe) ai eet w rs wien ds cate Mae ie ace bvleweeaeeae $ 185.33 


JOHN E. DAVIS, Treas. 


THE RETIREMENT OF MR. PULIS, MR. STONE AND 
MR. EMMONS FROM THE VESTRY 


There seemed to arise at this time an uncertainty in the mind 
of the rector and the members of the vestry as to the best pro- 
cedure of administration. It was now March, three months 
after Doctor Tuttle’s retirement from the rectorship, and his 
wise counsel was already missed. His health did not permit 
him to come in the evening to Washington Heights, so the 
vestry arranged a meeting at his home, the 16th inst., 1893. 
The rector the Reverend Mr. Patey, however, presided at the 
meeting. The quandary comprised two principal factors—the 
vestry and finance. The old church in Hudson Street was now 
definitely surrendered to Trinity Corporation, and its new 
appellation, “Saint Luke’s Chapel” fully established. Only two 
men on the present vestry represented the new church—they were 
Messrs. Potter and Heath. The advisability of increased repre- 
sentation from the new congregation was fraternally discussed. 
Mr. John H. Pulis who had been on the board since 1869, 
frankly affirmed it would greatly incommode him to attend the 





—— a 


hee 


. 


262 SAINT LUKE'S: CHURCH 


vestry meetings up-town, so far away from his home. Mr. 
James Stone, who resided down-town in Grove Street followed 
with a similar statement, as did also Charles Emmons, a resi- 
dent of Hudson Street, near West Tenth. At their own request 
they announced regretfully, that their names be not considered at 
the next election for vestrymen. Mr. Stone had served faith- 
fully since 1879, and Mr. Emmons since 1887. 


The following resolution is recorded: 


“That this vestry expresses its hearty appreciation of the 
faithful services of these gentlemen and its regret that owing to 
their residing so far from the new church, they feel it their duty 
not to be candidates for re-election.” 


It was likewise resolved on account of the completion of the 
church, the services of Mr. John E. Davis, as building inspector, 
were no longer required, and the final payment of $500.00 was 
made to him according to contract. His services, also, as second 
treasurer, were likewise dispensed with, Mr. Bard alone acting 
as the treasurer of the new church. 

It was arranged before the meeting that the treasurers 
should come prepared with full statements to date—that of 
Mr. Davis being final—and Mr. R. H. Robertson, the architect, 
was requested to present his account. Doctor Tuttle wanted 
an intelligent understanding of the finances, for he had been 
informed that there was not sufficient cash in the treasury to 
meet outstanding bills. If that were so, he had in mind a solu- 
tion upon which he would take action. 


Mr. Bard, the parish treasurer, first read his report. 


Dec. 29, ’°92—By cash on hand ........-seee eee ceeeeeeee $10,914.31 
By) offerinirs: Jip ecick ee elec 6 Je Mate ise on aeeiestas ae ore 338.25 
? /) gew Pentals.. 0. c2 cubes vo, Banieln dela /eie she nds koa oe ke a 573.75 
* CVemity Church os. doe can «cane ssn 4m biota s 9 ninlesieia 1,250.00 
8 CIS oT rust Con secte cee ae eins Cre noe cide Seta ate ganas 15 


~ 


. ,000.00 
cash fromyz). Po Davis, «Chapel: treas. isa v a. <n ciaiata ce 167.95 $28,244.26 
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iealoun fs Davis, Treas. Buildirig Com. ...).0+...5-. 35 $14,794.13 
”” J. W. Mason & Co., pews $52.00 and $2,847.75 ........ 2,899.75 
SPRPACT ISU BAEML UT OLR AN)? Soe ola liens tis cewteeiie ts be dards 2,000.00 
See ationalivietet (0.5 PAS ENeINe) se. .s cea ede sean ces 340.00 
eee) So OnSON (50s, CArDelS: i wwe aw ss o's ee elaine &% nay _ 842.13 
* S.F. Dodd, fixing Sunday School benches ........... 115.02 
See SLE LOY, BIIDHOIGTETINE | 0s aoe fa sae tip Ae ie eae tin ea 8 37.50 
IPT) PIRES EMSS te kes a ose ches ee een a oie a8 16.92 
Merete TREN DER MINOIEUIM (icicle. cee dae weed ence bh ice ean 20.00 
MPa ae Re aIND AItAT | ATLICIOS fee le eis Sigh ook rad od buon. 9 20.00 
OT ESP ES STL EP STS gle ad RUAN AAR ae IIR St aha PP oe 1575 
PLAT Les eng ty ep (eta Pal cc ag wel tahns e adahGiel Wik ejyra' 8 he 6i¢ 1,291.40 
BCDC LIC GMRED UN act a Sites ight, Soe sate elle b'e'ael a awa « 418.93 
BTS PARED SOVIET Vig gat ng ge a ware a 500.00 
Wy aC OIE AEC ING ONC eer cle aici tied Hert Ne gue, alec Mins p's dost © sto: Byela sp elisa '4/0,\6 ols 


Mr. John E. Davis next read his report. 


Tee eo) 0 2— By. Casi DalaniCG tunis ie ss uhe'le fedins dittace aise e's $ 185.33 
PM coast BCCI Orit istiiaSut CStIVAL os tava oo/aiclels #4 be 8606 wel sis 9.99 
FIVE SSM COE C) a ahd toe ae es el hae pee ee ae he 14,794.13 
SRC OMSO IA (EC tras Liua sca anyiee Midee nike ee aeale Ges ce Sue $ 27.37 
DON eRe TATA IPACE CAS Frater uleieia dite vee toler bod a auantia wis eis, otacad 167.95 
OTR OL OSG ORT III, Pee igh any. 18 7) Sara NE RR Ds a Fa 756.25 
PERS ES) ES a FR se i Aer a nis aoe go SC RL ac 243.00 
RP OTA OGL os aes ty a olen eee sore ela ke ese eta oats. diets 4,895.15 
GRP tes CCH Y Watn ereee nee come a 2 cletay he Bee mine god 175.00 
Gen LIS EL COW Ae eee LY cr aa hic eheris a ale cw eee 527.33 
RICO TVCHUGMIUiStiCy OtONe Ol koe une. atienre cued sa ois 250.00 
Se otiaeen GQCOTatCEm ere et en Cul eG die wie Ore ielerene oe d tie 356.50 
Mme itieriCait L NCaustiCnl NING On oes ys ls evlee sess selnle 6 155.90 
Se EMEC CEE Ne eMac ieee eel eal fg ARN ye cata wg 450.00 
ee CV ITAT | cena Gil), whale aia cata Cee eae ashore dais 45.00 
OEE AT PRICIIUK CUI AL Gs Hee OP Ulla cee. Oc bind whe Viki sia hibves Go bled 555.00 
WE ere 8 Se ak eS PR A Ee as ug ee aaae e 285.00 
ECE Pay aCe Oe aids ene ores Beals ave ew bin wees Gecielite 1,100.00 
TS PE Te IDEM ea oA hk RNA Rag 5,000.00 


Account of R. H. Robertson, architect. 


Dente ONCSE OCS ON te hohe Soko he otis blow ce Gas $49,044.43 
MALONE ER CRI sls OCP SS OLIS BPs. oc sini are dio uate etre te Soala nies 67,726.25 
PEACE CE ar aI OD ELE a ker nis cies coor ae a edad ae 29,630.15 
(Tiurnace wav els morn emton uaa. uy vel oneal ak 3,207.86 
PONIN DET eR OCD ANC are nea oes Wise siatieea ee ae 2,362.65 
BR NOS RN RR Bra entaiiaed, a he MIN EON Geek Gy Rane 493.00 

Pion eck tIOCemGw CINK My ate mir Soluce vistetete ne Oil ne 392.70 
Eeelate Rhy ag ebies hae Sampo eae Miter i Poneman eagle ek 250.00 
fmarble}) Rea basher aon nse ects usta iin dicen 2,027.33 
(sidewalk) McKnight Fluistic Stone Co............... 1,709.30 
Rroor) “american tncaustie | aling. Con... cs sss ees cans 1,655.40 
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22,811.53 
$ 5,432.73 


$14,989.45 


14,989.45 
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(electric) vA.) Ino BORart cos eid Charney ian 455.00 
Oscatc Lentke ) ors cn ancanameens)|( 7 omens 555.00 
(roof) J. Kennedy 6c) GOs ei tedster gies st st eee 175.00 
A OT iNevemaan (hs Sdaw inp eas ors Sr ae 45.00 
(gas fixtures) Mitchell Vance & Co. ..--eeeeeersrecree 1,100.00 
(pews, etc.) J. W. Mason (Oe Co. 4 tien noes eae sees 3,125.00 
Herter se Bros, we si- trea een ae eran | 285.00 
$164,247.57 

Architect’s Commission .....-.+-sseserrretrrees 5% $8,212.38 
Credit by cash 12-24-90 .....-s-scecreesrrecssesrerer ss $2,000.00 
FeeAA Eat peek pL Cee CRIN Aad Ane Is 500.00 
rh BS) Bake cal, Geiser i PICKS Ea 500.00 
TER OD CK Dele ped a ene wee ® eth eee 500.00 
FLISIOF OS A eis nua cial oaks ye 2 ea 500.00 
HS b RG alee oO SER ior pac ital Cuter 500.00 

17-DR-O2 oc eG Sais taals a Wee loth re a 1,000.00 5,500.00 

Balance’ dues vas cdese nce suas nse eather «hur seca $2,712.38 


According to the deliberate reckoning of the writer, compar- 
ing the architect's account with previous statements of the 
treasurers, he is in error under three headings, viz: 





Wells & Newton.....---++-: $3,207.86, should be $2,881.00.......---+> $326.86 
ATE Le Bowatt cess te bese 455.00, should be — 450.00.......-+--- 5.00 
J. W. Mason & Co......-++ 3,125.00, should be BEAT IS) ic oeee wes 277.25 

Total of ELTOLS |. vue che ns See e eh see os tet ee tines n tien Nea aaa $609.11 


This amount at 5 per cent. would make $30.45 to be deducted 
from the balance of commission, but as Mr. Robertson was 
generously inclined and built the baptistry at his own expense, 
reference to the errors may be regarded only as the writer’s little 


THE COST OF NEW SAINT LUKE’S RECKONED 
FEBRUARY, 1893 


Dec. 7-88 Five lots on Convent Ave... 0. s0-y 005 ses vns Sess etna cas $40,000 
(They were $10,000 each but Mr. Guinet contributed $10,000) 

Feb. 25-89 Three lots Hamilton Terrace ......-+-+s+serssssreenccte® 15,000 

May 18-89 Two lots Hamilton Terrace ......seseecee ccc seseeeceees 10,000 
$65,000 

Assessments and lawyer’s Charges ....+-sescecesecccnsceresceccscsers 2,935 

Removing bodies from churchyard’ .ac ig etis clans eles s diene wie a et biein s ei 8, 
$76,376 
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THE BAPTISTRY:- IN THE NEW CHURCH if 
(Built by the Generosity of the Architect) } 
The Font is the “Middlebrook Memorial” 
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RINE ONS. CONE I) ofa SOG 5's abies cio dle ciieidd wlers eres e's we le $67,723 

Peres CO,, .MASONS io wo le cece ep eect ase aitiome corer ieee nels 49,044 

SUMING OEsell,) CALDENUCE 9. nunc ge vbwin senda suber ureesaenes 29,638 

Bere NEWLONMEUINACE 605 6c bape dee wenutmaser ses ed 3,207 

PE OH TAU E MMNEL fits feicistes.s 6 aS vasieaalels Mee ideo s bee <6 2,362 

eee ishen a) CO.,, Marble i. sce ve ee wane cinws ceases 2,027 

American Encaustic Tiling Co., Floor .............s.ceeee: 1,656 

McKnight Fluistic Stone Co., Sidewalk ..............-5006 1,709 

ie INIT LCUE LTO Gyo. chev. cleo oom sis sis: s 4 arbors 6 49.8 oe 4% 393 

PPG eri eh PLCCILICIAN (cus 2G wlak isis 40 bs eidinoeilee ences es 455 

Pe NE asOrttOr (UG... CP UTMITUL S| oii cleiy nt aiels de iene eres ees 3,125 

BPR COA ele didie oi wir lelslelele wigs Wav ca -elelele es ble es wes 493 

PaCS hg nner Ree iis are Hee sink crole: sk iach aikcmw glade 6 285 

BP eren vate CO ROO! cc os -) eta plntich-w ce eyine caves cre le os 175 

ere MEAT oC ili civi sis ge ames aes nab ayes g(a ny 4 «8 6 99 4 0» 250 

Wee Eee ROUETESOI, AAT ONILECE aejrcies alc C a ess plelin pawn ne vessels s 5,500 169,702 
$246,078 


This summary does not include the contract made with L. C. Harrison 
& Co., the organ builders, for $2,500.00. 


DONATIONS OF MONEY TO THE NEW CHURCH 


Mr. Joseph Guinet—price of one lot ......... ce ccc e eee eee eee e eens $10,000 
Mr. Jacob Butler—moving Hamilton House, etc. ...............0:- 5,000 
Miss Caroline Talman—tiling sanctuary & chancel .............-.0000- 1,500 
Miss Julia A. Low—moving and restoring altar and reredos ......... 800 
Pitre ehevercnu isaac Potuttle De ie 23 wie leits ole tiara wiolee s 20,000 
We te Ur iNitys (LOT DOTACION iar ig oo cis o's ain a ete cies: eps ie's mo sys diss! pores sien olny = 20,000 

$57,300 


FIRST EASTER ELECTION IN THE NEW CHURCH 


The first election of vestrymen took place in the new church, 
Easter Monday, April 3rd, 1893, and the following persons were 
declared duly elected: 


A. L. McDonald, J. Sprague Bard John H. Morrison, Jr. 
Senior Warden C. L. Broadbent Kenyon G. Viele 
Millard Van Blaricom, F) FE. Potter, M.D: William F. Weeks 
| Junior Warden Henry B. Bates John E. Davis 
V estrymen 


Mr. Bates supplied the vacancy made by the retirement of 
William Fogg Heath, M.D. 
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On April 14th, 1893, a meeting of the vestry took place in the 
rectory, when the rector appointed the following committees: 


Finance Building Repairs 

A. L. McDonald FF. Potter John E. Davis 

John E. Davis John E. Davis Kenyon G. Viele 
C. L. Broadbent C. L. Broadbent F. F. Potter 

M. Van Blaricom M. Van Blaricom Wm. F. Weeks 


J. Sprague Bard 
Henry B. Bates 


Music Pews Supplies 

C. L. Broadbent M. Van Blaricom M. Van Blaricom 

John H. Morrison, Jr. CC. L. Broadbent J. Sprague Bard 

Henry B. Bates Henry B. Bates C. L. Broadbent 

William F. Weeks John E. Davis Kenyon G. Viele 
hab ePotter 


John H. Morrison, Jr. 


Messrs. McDonald, Van Blaricom and Broadbent were elected 
delegates to the Diocesan Convention and the Archdeaconry 
Meeting. 

The committee on repairs was ordered to have the space in 
front of the church graded and sodded at an expense of about 
$60.00, and the following persons said they would give the 
amount required: 


John T. Patey....$10.00 A. L. McDonald...$10.00 J. S. Bard....... $10.00 
H. B. Bates...... 10.00 M. Van Blaricom.. 5.00 John E. Davis.... 5.00 
W. F. Weeks.... 5.00 C. L. Broadbent... 5.00 


The committee on music was directed “to arrange with Mr. 
Charles Baldwin to sing in the choir for one year on the best 
terms possible.” 

The treasurer presented the following statement: 





March 16-93 By cash balance last report ... ..----+++e:- $5,432.73 

Church ‘offerings? v7... 2< arses comese aeueee 109.38 

Faster offering (:isni/cs soto eae reene oe nea 934.93 

Pdr! “rents ecient a a alocheibe Sipncte ae aha eterna 83.42 

Trinity: Chath (or niiy.. 9 0s ono mes iene 416.67 $6,977.13 

To “Salaries 2h: te niece oa ee arenes nak wena $ 424.12 

Repairs and supplies ..........seeeeesceees 265.90 

Jonesi& Con Vis We ves Siok see cera tae 635.75 

Mats cose Sa ee eer es le enna eae wee 51.00 

Int: Sel eust, Gone sen cee ace ah Stee 1,641.67 3,018.44 
April 14-93 Balance cash in treasury .......+. esse sees rere eee eees $3,958.69 
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At a meeting held April 27th, 1893, the rector suggested that 
bulletin boards and tables for notices of music, etc., be placed in 
the church lobby, and the committee on supplies was empowered 
to have this performed. Dr. Potter expressed the opinion the 
prices of the pews were too high and recommended a reduction. 
This was referred to the pew committee with power. Reference 
was made to the disorderly condition of the yard in the rear of 
the church on the Hamilton Terrace side, and as it was stated 
it could be put in order for $15.00, Messrs. Potter, Morrison and 
Viele contributed $5.00 each on the spot to have the work done. 


DPOCtOR. (ULLLE SURRENDERS: THE HAMILTON 
HOUSESAND WRITES A LETTER TO ‘TRINITY 


Doctor Tuttle made a proposition to surrender to the vestry 
the Hamilton House, and in consideration to have his salary 
made $1,200 per annum from May 1, 1893, also to surrender 
$500.00 balance due him on salary for year 1892-3. He sug- 
gested that a portion of this money be used to paint the Ham- 
ilton House a color to blend with the stone of the church. On 
Mr. Morrison’s motion the vestry accepted Doctor Tuttle’s 
proposition—“that the rector-emeritus having surrendered the 
House (which was his for his own use during his life) be as- 
signed now for the use of the rector. Doctor Tuttle then read a 
copy of his letter to S. V. R. Cruger, Esq., comptroller of Trinity 
Corporation, regarding the $6,000.00 which was retained of the 
full purchase money for old Saint Luke’s property. It was 
ordered the letter be spread in full on the minutes and the thanks 
of the vestry be extended to Doctor Tuttle. 


New York, April 27, 1893. 
Se ves. otiiver, Esq., 


Dear Sir: 


May I ask of the comptroller of Trinity Church the great favor of pre- 
senting to the Corporation the enclosed exact financial condition of Saint Luke’s 
Church of this city? 

It appears that it needs about $6,000.00 to enable them to settle all claims 
against the church of every description. The contractors, the workmen and 
creditors are clamorous for settlement and they ought to be paid. But we are 
helpless to meet the emergency, unless Trinity Corporation shall feel warranted 
in paying now to Saint Luke’s the $6,000 she retains of the full purchase money 
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for Saint Luke’s property, as an offset for the mortgage lien formed on said 
property for $6,000.00. This mortgage which has existed for more than sixty 
years is cancelled by agreement with the mortgagee, Miss Byles, at her death, 
on her receiving till then an annuity of $420.00. 

Now what we earnestly solicit is that Trinity Church pay over to Saint 
Luke’s the $6,000.00 she has kept back of the purchase money, provided Saint 
Luke’s pays the annuity of $420.00 per annum during the life of the mortgagee 
and also transfers to Trinity Church the mortgagee’s agreement that at her 
death all her claims on this mortgaged property expires by limitation, if the 
‘favor herein solicited be granted. The vestry of Saint Luke’s feel they will 
henceforth be able to meet their expenses. The income from pew rents and 
i offerings for the four months since the opening of the church exceed $3,000.00 
; and the increasing interest and attendance at the services are very encouraging. 





(ii With the highest appreciation of what your Corporation has done in 
i securing an additional church so well adapted for an up-town position, I remain 
4 most respectfully and in behalf of Saint Luke's 

i Yours sincerely, 

i} ISAAC H. TUTTLE, 

218 West 46th St. Rector Emeritus. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT AT MEETING APRIL 27, ’93 





‘i April 15-93 Balance cash on hand ...-..+-.eeeee sere senses $3,968.69 
Pie By offerings ti. sab ise tote aes tie eee Sama wee 85.44 
ti By pew rents sila svnels ae pom le ee tame minn ns 114.00 $4,168.13 
(i To repairs and supplies ........sseeee sees cere eect eee eees $ 8.93 
hs To church building .........cceececceeeccececcesceceseeens 77.27 86.29 
4 Cash | balances: deci cake 2 Sete t a ah ta aioiee tore pee cw oe eae $4,081.93 


J. S. BARD, Treas. 


At a meeting held the 1st day of June, 1893, in the rectory, it 
% was resolved that as soon as the $6,000.00 is received from Trin- 
qf ity Church, the building committee be empowered to settle all 
bills against the church, getting all the deductions possible. 








r Mr. Bard presented a statement June 1, 1893. 

BY April 28th, By balance ...........ceeceereececccnseoreces $4,081.93 

» Offerings $134.21, pew rents $350 .........-eeeeeee ee eeeee 484.21 

tf Concert $182.25, Sociable $153.25 1... ..ccescceneeceseaees 335.50 

! Trinity $833, subscriptions $65.00 ...........-.seeeeeeeee 898.33 $5,799.97 

| To Miss’Byles $210.00, salaries $873.50 ..........--ese0ee- $1,083.53 

't To repairs and supplies $173.02, Mr. Robertson $356.00 .... 529.02 

he To platform in Sunday School ...........-s.eesescceeers 37.90 1,650.45 

——————————————————— 
Gash: 4 balance (9% .4 Sekai ue shied nolane Merny ve ao eettern oon Wn nr aLetes $4,149.52 
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Trinity paid the $6,000.00 on account of the Byles mortgage 
during the summer of 1893 and therefore the following bills were 
ordered paid at the first vestry meeting of autumn, Oct. 27th. 


J. Boyer Smith, carpenter, $389.37, less $17.42, net .............2.... $371.95 
(Sounding board over pulpit) 

em eens, Aor citting ditch in cellar... ie asscws sess cee ee yee 116.49 

rae eC orktan tor Olumbing, €fC., IN TECLOLY sisjcc ess vee ses cece sae gas 27.27 


Letters and statements were read from Wells, Newton & Co. 
asking for balance due them on contract for steam heating, 
$756.00, but as the books of the building committee showed bal- 
ance due them when contract should be completed to be $675.00, 
the clerk was instructed to see the architect regarding the extra 
allowance made them of $75.00, also to express the willingness 
of the vestry to pay the balance due when they are satisfied that 
the work is right and a temperature of 70 degrees is maintained 
in the church in zero weather. 

J. W. Mason & Co., invoices Nov. 26, 1893, called for extra 
work $55.50, and was referred to Messrs. Davis and Broadbent 
with power to act. 

Messrs. Bates and Morrison were appointed a committee to 
look after the sexton and see that he keeps the church clean and 
dusted. 


The treasurer’s statement made at this meeting is as follows: 


We ee tay * DAIALCG) |, Fils ute kkis tere pa aals GSS wok Oe FESS $4,149.52 
By offerings $375.42, pew rents $815.67, Trinity $6,000.00, 
OST T SINC TING SRA RT 2 Sa OER 8,859.01 $13,008.53 


To salaries Doctor Tuttle $600.00, Patey $1,000.00, Bonham 

$175.00, organist $366.67, sexton $280.00, choir boys 

$59.60, McClintock $37.50, Baldwin $33.60 .......... $2,552.37 
Supplies. Coal $607.56, music $20.29, Bogart $10.20, gas 

$63.34, Hose $11.52, grading $25.00, cleaning S. School 

$4.00, piano tuning $2.50, wine $4.50, sundries $7.59 .. 756.50 
Interest and taxes $1,930.00, Diocesan fund $36.00, Episcopal 


PESTER VAI ES ERA Bg ag ha NUE Ma Os RR oR 1,976.00 
Robertson on account $1,000.00, Jones & Co., balance 
$2,883.51, McKnight & Co., balance $245.00 ......... 4,128.51 9,413.38 


Balancer (etn 2/205 rea e yes Wie on Rou eee Seon S $3,607.15 
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To replete the funds of the treasury the ladies held a fair a few 
weeks before Christmas, and a minute recorded January 24th, 
1894, relates that the cushions for the chancel steps be paid for 
out of the fair fund, also from the same fund $10.00 be allowed the 
ladies to supply brushes, combs and towels for the vestry and 
choir-rooms. A vote of thanks was extended by the vestry to the 
ladies “for their good work at the church Talis 

At this meeting Jan. 24, 1894, Mr. Kenyon G. Viele presented 
his resignation to the vestry, and after considerable debate it 
was regretfully accepted, for he was esteemed by his colleagues. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT 


Oct. 23-93, By balance \. 2.02.22. ces eee cece ees ee esos eases $3,601.15 
Offerings $316.71, pew rent $707.38, subscriptions $7.00, cash 
from ladies’ fair $421.14, Trinity $1,208.33 .......... 2,660.56 $6,261.71 


To salaries, clergy $950.00, sexton $210.00, choir 441.29 ... . $1,601.29 
Gas $81.03, for church and rectory repairs $170.76, Christ- 


mas $22.98, sundries $75.60 ......++-sespeeeeeeeees 351.37 
Int. 6 mos. Byle mtge. $210.00, new church SSIS fiona ate 725.71 82,67808 
$3,583.34 
Cash reserved for interest .......iscccccedesscereeescecermetacecs 1,438.33 
Jan. 26-94, Available cash on and eee a ee Ce ie ree $2,145.01 


The committee on adjustment of J. W. Mason & Co.’s account 
reported a final settlement and without any extra expense to the 
church. The steam heating committee had not advanced quite 
so far, but stated satisfactory progress. A small bill of the 
National Meter Co. $6.55, was ordered paid and likewise $250.00 
on the organ contract and $30.00 extra for tuning the organ six 
months. 


REVEREND JOHN TUNIS 


The following resolution was heartily and unanimously 
adopted: 


“Whereas the Reverend John Tunis has voluntarily rendered 
his services for some time past to Saint Luke’s Church and has 
through his efficiency as well as kindness and courtesy de- 
servedly won the hearty commendation of the members of this 
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vestry and the people of the parish—Resolved that the cordial 
thanks of the vestry be given to Mr. Tunis for his able and valu- 


| able services so cheerfully rendered to Saint Luke’s Church, that 





the vestry record its earnest wish for his success in his new par- 
ish and its regret that Saint Luke’s Church has lost the aid of one 
whom it has learned to esteem and value.” 


Mr. Tunis had formerly been pastor of an Unitarian congrega- 
tion in Quincy, Illinois. But his theological and ecclesiastical 
convictions underwent a radical change 1n 1892, and he became a 
candidate for Holy Orders in the Episcopal Diocese of New 
York. He was ordained to the diaconate February, 1893, and to 
the priesthood the following year. It was during his diaconate 
he served at Saint Luke’s, leaving to become minister in charge 
of the Church of the Epiphany, this city. In November 1895 he 
was called to the rectorship of Grace Church, Millbrook, New 
York, in the rectory of which his death took place, August 18, 
1896, in his fortieth year. 

His spiritual sermons have been printed, with an introduction 
by Bishop Henry Codman Potter, in which he states: “To have 
lost, so permanently, as it seems to us, such a voice, out of a gen- 
eration that so sorely needs voices that have in them a lifting 
quality, is verily to be greatly bereaved.” 


LITANY DESK AND CREDENCE TABLE 


The furnishings of the church had been considered incomplete 
since the opening for the lack of a suitable litany desk and a 
credence table. The former in use brought from the old church 
was of dark wood and looked out of place in its new surroundings. 
The wife of a vestryman, Mr. Bates, and her sister Miss Turner, 
feeling a pride in the appearance of the sanctuary, presented to 
the church the much needed articles. In consequence the follow- 
ing resolution is inscribed: 


“Whereas Mrs. Bates and Miss Turner have generously given 
to the church a handsome litany desk and credence table which 
harmonize with the oak furniture of the church—Resolved that 
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the hearty thanks of this vestry be extended to Mrs. Bates and 
Miss Turner for their liberal gifts and that this vestry express 
sts sense of the entire fitness of said gifts to our needs.” 


THE WHITE MARBLE ALTAR 


The white marble altar and reredos which occupied so admir- 
ably the sanctuary of the old church in Hudson Street, when 
placed in the larger surroundings of the new edifice, presented 
a very diminutive appearance. Furthermore, the glare of its 
immaculate whiteness seemed too pronounced and emphatic 
when contrasted with the soft tones of the Manchester stone 
of which the pillars and arches were built. The architect was 
appealed to for advice on account of the unsatisfactory aspect. 

He suggested gilding would improve the appearance to the 
eye, and that extensions at the side and above of highly dec- 
orated wood, would increase the proportions and produce a sense 
of amplification which seemed absolutely necessary. To accom- 
plish this result money was taken from the gift of Miss Low, the — 
aunt of the McDonalds. The general opinion prevailed that the 
changes advised by the architect had enhanced the beauty of the 
sanctuary, though some deplored the fact that solid marble 
should be so disguised. 





THE BALDACHINO 


Doctor Tuttle, however, conceived of increased effectiveness 
in the way of ecclesiastical art by surmounting the altar with a 
brass baldachino, and suggested to his two sisters-in-law that 
they erect one as a memorial to their mother, Mrs. Wealthy 
Beecher. In consequence this minute is inscribed: 


“Whereas the Reverend Doctor Tuttle, on behalf of two per- 
sons has made an offer to improve the surroundings of the altar, 
the cost thereof not to exceed $1,500.00, and said cost to be de- 
frayed by said generous donors, Resolved that this liberal offer 
be gladly and gratefully accepted by the vestry and that a vote 
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THE BALDACHINO 


Memorial to Mrs. Wealthy Beecher (mother of Doctor Tuttle’s wife) 


Showing White Marble Altar Gilded 
(1894) 
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ing is now a mission chapel. About two years ago the congre- 
gation of Saint Luke’s decided on a change of site. They built 
a sanctuary at One hundred and forty-first Street and Convent 
Avenue, and it is recognized as one of the largest churches on 
the West Side. The nave is 150 feet long and the choir occupies 
a space of 50 feet. The rector is the Reverend John T. Patey, 
Ph. D., and the Reverend Doctor Isaac H. Tuttle is the rector- 
emeritus.” 


The condition of the chancel thus described remained undis- 
turbed until the summer of 1913, when under the rectorship of 
the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, B.D., a very drastic transfor- 
mation was effected. 

A member of the parish, Miss Caroline Haigh, a volunteer 
singer in the choir, intimated to the rector her desire to establish 
a memorial to her parents, Hartley and Caroline Haigh, express- 
ing a decided preference for an altar. The rector, thereupon 
openly stated it was his opinion if Saint Luke’s declined the gift, 
some other church would derive the benefit. To accept the altar, 
a new sedilia and credence table would be requisite to harmonize 
with it, and as the altar was of a kind to stand free, a parapet 
in its rear, outlining the ambulatory, could hardly be dispensed 
with. So Mrs. Robert Thedford, whose husband had died a 
short time before and had been a member of the vestry, was 
interviewed with the result that she contributed the desired addi- 
tions in his memory. As the new altar exceeded the old one in 
length, the width of the brass baldachino in order to fit, would 
require extension, and if that were done, the proportions would 
be enhanced to raise it three or four feet higher. 

The rector had seen in the marble studio of Messrs. Batterson 
and Eisle, four beautiful columns the required height, well 
adapted for elevating the baldachino, costing sixteen hundred 
dollars. By a curious coincidence this amount of money was 
left to the corporation of the church by the will of a much be- 
loved parishioner, Miss Ellie Mariah Tracy, who had departed 
this life several months previously, and who likewise left $5,000 
which was directly specified for a stained-glass window. But of 
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the undesignated money the rector claimed control by reading 
a letter to the vestry from Miss Tracy’s surviving sister of whom 
he had requested permission to dispose of the money without 
deference to the vestry. 

The work of demolition and rehabilitation was carried on dur- 
ing the summer of 1913 under the direction of the eminent 
architect, Mr. Bertram G. Goodhue, who promised completion 
by Saint Luke’s Day, Oct. 18th. However, the printed church 
leaflet of Sunday, Oct. 19th, contained the following paragraph: 


“The work in the chancel is progressing somewhat more 
slowly than was expected. Since, however, this is chiefly due to 
the high quality of the work, especially the mosaics and the 
carving of the capitals to the marble columns, a kind of work 
which can be entrusted only to special artisans and which can- 
not be hurried, we must be willing to be patient in the assurance 
that the ultimate result will make us feel well repaid. There will 
be nothing better of its kind anywhere, and it seems impossible 
that anything could be more appropriate or better adapted to 
the architecture of Saint Luke’s.” 


Just as the work was nearing completion the rector found the 
whole cost exceeded his expectation by $500. His anxiety was 
soon relieved by a friendly gift of the requisite amount from the 
wife of the senior warden, Mr. John Hamilton Morrison. 

The following announcement was printed in the church leaflet 
of Sunday, Oct. 26th, 1913: 

“The consecration of the new altar, parapet, credence and 
sedilia will take place next Sunday, Nov. 2nd, at the eleven 
o'clock service. All of these are memorials and with the im- 
proved and restored baldachino reared upon the columns of 
rouge jasper, give Saint Luke’s a most beautiful and imposing 
sanctuary. It may be of interest to note that the altar stands free, 
and in accordance with the best early standards is without shelf 
of grading. The back and sides are of Sienna marble, while the 
front is Cannemora with marble mosaic inlays. The mensa is a 
solid block of Belgian black marble with mosaic inlaid edges, 
while the steps are of vert antique. The parapet, sedilia and 
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credence, together with bases and capitals of the columns are of 
Istrian marble, which harmonize perfectly with the rest. All of 
these are imported marbles and somewhat rare, as well as the 
very best of their kind. The whole is a great material addition 
to Saint Luke’s. May it, by the uplift and inspiration it pro- 
duces, prove an even greater spiritual blessing to us alle 


DEATH OF MILLARD VAN BLARICOM 


On the 1st of March, 1894, the vestry lost by death one of its 
most devoted members, Mr. Millard Van Blaricom. He was 
elected to the board Easter, 1880, and on the death of Julian 
Botts, 1892, he was advanced to the office of junior warden. The 
following memorial was unanimously adopted and ordered 
spread in full on the minutes: 


“That whereas the members of the vestry of Saint Luke’s 
Church have been moved with profound sorrow at the death of 
their much esteemed associate and friend, the late junior warden, 
they do heartily desire to record their keen regret at their loss 
and their appreciation of his Christian character and conduct. 


“Resolved as the expression of this meeting that by the death 
of Mr. Van Blaricom the Church on earth has lost a loyal and 
faithful adherent, the vestry an intelligent and faithful co- 
worker, and the community an upright and honorable man. 
That our late associate was one who by his long and diligent 
service did good work for the Church he loved; who by his genial 
and kindly spirit won the affections of his brothers of the vestry, 
and who by his Christian life and peaceful death bids us not sor- 
row as those without hope. Resolved that this memorial be in- 
scribed in full on the minutes of the vestry and that a copy 
thereof be sent by the clerk of the vestry to the widow of our 
deceased brother, with the expression of our deep sympathy with 
her and her family in this bereavement.” 
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THE TREASURER’S STATEMENT FOR MARCH 9, 1804 


Bett 67-94, FaAlance) oo ioe aha he a's BEA CBR ana AS 4 ENO $3,583.34 
Offerings $227.95, pew rent $192.92, Trinity Church $750.... 1,170.87 $4,754.21 


To salaries Doctor Patey $500.00, Doctor Tuttle $200.00, 
Sexton $140.00, Organist $185.33, Baldwin $60.00, 


mov are) Olecanitares SL S0 maa does {ce iene oo kl $1,134.83 
Repairs and supplies $114.79, Wiring church $246.59 ...... 361.38 1,496.21 
| $3,258.00 
BSE TOCeTIC WLIO AULGTeS We cee aC Pee eR Row Coal 2,188.33 
PC vanab BeCasneMalanve yarn wn li euu neki ie Kk. oe eva We $1,069.67 


EASTER ELECTION, 1804 


On Easter Monday, March 26th, 1894, Jonathan Sprague 
Bard, the treasurer, was advanced to the office of junior warden, 
made vacant by the death of Mr. Van Blaricom, and the follow- 
ing men were elected on the vestry. 

Charles L. Broadbent John H. Morrison, Jr. Wilbur F. Rockwell 


F. F. Potter, M.D. William F. Weeks William C. Lewis 
Henry Bates James E. Boyd 


Mr. Bard was continued in the office of treasurer and Mr. C. L,. 
Broadbent as clerk of the vestry. Messrs. McDonald, Bard and 
Broadbent were elected delegatés to the Diocesan Convention 
and the Archdeaconry Meeting. These were men of courage 
and hope. They had breasted the waves of a troubled sea 
with Doctor Tuttle and now they were prepared to do their 
utmost to sustain his successor. Problems faced the rector 
which apparently he had not foreseen and for which a strong arm 
was required to obtain the mastery. 

The statements of the treasurer given in the records during the 
erection of the new church have been incorporated in this history 
to make known its cost, and these statements have been followed 
up and copied for a couple of years afterwards to give informa- 
tion as to the financial condition at the start. There were over- 
hanging accounts to be settled, including those of the organ 
builders, architect and steam heating company, in addition to 
the general upkeep of the church and the annual interest on the 
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mortgage in amount $3,750.00. The ladies resorted to fairs, con- 
certs and other devices to obtain extra resources in addition to 
Trinity’s annual stipend, which began 1893 and would continue 
until 1900. The congregation seemed chiefly of an itinerant 
character, unreliable, and pews failed to rent as well as was at 
first expected. In June, 1894, the treasurer reported the pew 
rentals in arrears $333.00. The aggregate rentals at this time 
amounted to $2,007.00, and the number of pews or parts of pews 
rented being 34. Economy was suggested along various lines 
and the envelope system was recommended and approved. The 
advocates of the new system were empowered to begin action 
promptly in October. 

In view of the strained financial condition of the parish the 
rector offered to provide his own supply during his absence in the 
summer. Furthermore, he expressed his willingness to loan the 
church one third of his salary monthly from September 1st until 
the church was able to pay him. Mr. Rockwell moved “that the 
vestry accept with thanks the kind offer of the rector,’ and the 
motion was adopted. 

Mr. Rockwell reported for the music committee “that the 
organist had been advised with and that a saving of $100.00 in 
the music would be effected during the current year in addition 
to the saving of Mr. McClintock’s salary, whose services had 
been dispensed with.” 

The vestry felt greatly harassed by the importunate demands 
of its creditors, particularly by Messrs. Wells & Newton, the 
‘nstallers of the furnace and steam-heating. The system from 
the start had inadequately warmed the church and on account of 
‘nconvenience and discomfort the vestry had delayed final pay- 
ment, hoping for improvements. A letter, however, was received 
from their attorney threatening to sue the church unless final 
payment was received. The amount claimed by them was 
$756.00. L. C. Harrison the organ builders, were less impor- 
tunate but frequently presented their appeal for $750.00, whilst 
the architect laid claim to $900.00 due him. 
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THE FLOATING DEBT 


At a meeting held November 7th, 1894, the following resolu- 
tions were adopted: ‘““I‘hat to meet the floating indebtedness the 
rector and clerk of the vestry be and are here authorized to make 
a note or notes aggregating not more than twenty-five hundred 
(2,500) dollars and to procure a loan or loans upon the same. 
That a sinking fund be provided to pay off any loan we may have 
to make to pay off the floating debt, and that the treasurer be 
directed to lay aside ten (10) dollars each Sunday from the col- 
lections for this purpose. The floating debt is, Nov. 7-94, 
$2,406.00.” 


The following persons offered to loan the church: 


A friend of the rector (Dr. Bullman) $500, Messrs. Bates, Boyd 
and McDonald each $300.00 and Mr. Morrison $200.00. Total 
$1,600.00. 

Mr. Chas. L.: Broadbent, the clerk, was empowered to see 
Wells & Newton, R. H. Robertson and L. C. Harrison & Co., and 
make the best terms possible for a settlement and to report at 
the next meeting. The subsequent meeting took place Novem- 
ber 22nd when the clerk read the following letter from L. C. 
Harrison & Co., dated Nov. 16, 1894. 

Dear Sir: 


As regards your proposition to us to receive from Saint Luke’s Church, 
N. Y. City, an amount less than our claim, and to give their treasurer a receipt 
in full for that claim, we submit herewith an offer which is the best we can 
afford to make. We will accept $500.00 in full settlement of what the church 
Owes and give receipt in full of all demands, etc. 


The offer was accepted with thanks provided the company 
would decorate the organ pipes. 

The balance of Wells & Newton’s bill was paid in full and at a 
meeting held June 19th, 1895, the clerk reported that Mr. Robert- 
son, the architect, had agreed to accept the vestry’s offer of 
$500.00 in lieu of his claim for $900.00. The minutes record the 
following resolution: “That this vestry expresses its cordial 
thanks to its clerk (Mr. Broadbent) for the successful and 
praiseworthy manner in which he has effected the settlement of 
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the claims made by the architect and others for services rendered, 
and also expresses its joy that the floating debt is now cancelled.” 
Another cause for grateful expression was the reception of a 
small bequest—$500.00 from the Spofford estate to the church. 
The prospect of affairs seemed more cheerful and the vestry was 


happy. 


HAMILTON HOUSE LEASED TO DOCTOR TUTTLE 


Upon the rector’s return from his vacation he announced at 
a meeting held the 19th of September that he proposed to give 
up the rectory as a residence and board somewhere instead for 
the future. Considerable discussion ensued relating to the condi- 
tion of the rectory and what should be done with it as it was 
much in need of repairs and required an entire new roof. Some- 
how a feeling prevailed it was not worth preserving which created 
a positive reluctance to spend any money on it. But Doctor 
Tuttle thought otherwise. In the first place the house had been 
the home of the Nation’s First Secretary of the Treasury. Its 
timbers were of white oak, hand-hewn, brought down the Hudson 
from the farm of General Philip Schuyler, at Albany, his father- 
in-law, and were still substantial, far surpassing the foundation 
of some modern dwellings. To be sure the building was a frame 
one, but the walls were lined with brick just as General Schuyler 
had advised to prevent the annoyance of rats. In the second 
place, Doctor Tuttle was firmly convinced the house repaired 
would continue useful to the church for many years. His fore- 
sight and good judgment were verified. 

The following resolution is inscribed: “That in consideration of 
Doctor Tuttle’s generous offer to repair the Hamilton House at 
his own expense, said house shall for a period of five years be 
under the sole control of Doctor Tuttle, and during said period 
he shall enjoy all the rents and profits thereof—said period to 
commence on Dec. 1, 1894, Doctor Tuttle to keep the house in 
repair and insured.” Hence he instructed the clerk to arrange 
about the insurance which was soon to expire, Dec. 28, 1894, and 
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to re-insure for $6,000.00 for three years. Doctor Tuttle, further- 
more, proposed to reserve two rooms in the house for the use 
and benefit of the church and its organizations. The whole new 
tin roof which was put on the house at this time cost $1,500.00 
and it has sheltered two successors of the Reverend Mr. Patey 
to date. Four children have been born, and many social func- 
tions connected with the church activities have taken place 
within its walls. 

At a meeting held April 23rd, 1895, the following is recited: 
“After a statement by the rector of the large and unexpected ex- 
pense for repairs to the Hamilton Grange, borne entirely by 
Doctor Tuttle, it was moved and seconded that his lease to the 
same be extended from five to seven years.” Doctor Tuttle died 
in November, 1896, about a year and a half after the repairs were 
completed, when his executrix cancelling any claim, the house 
was returned to the corporation of the church in its improved 
condition. It was the opinion of some without knowledge that 
Doctor Tuttle paid these repairs from salary received as rector- 
emeritus, whereas on account of the inadequate resources of the 
treasury, he never received the full allotment of the pledge, and 
after May, 1894, he never received a cent from the church. 


PROTEST AGAINST SAINT ANN’S BUILDING 
IN 148th STREET 


At a meeting held Dec. 21st, 1894, the following resolution 
was acted upon: 


“To the Right Reverend Henry C. Potter, D.D., L.L.D., Bishop 
of New York. 

At a regular meeting of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church in 
the City of New York, held on the 21st day of Dec. 1894, the 
following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas Saint Ann’s Church in the City of New York has 
given notice to the rector, wardens and vestrymen of Saint 
Luke’s Church that it proposes to change its site from West 18th 
Street to West 148th Street, about 200 feet west of Amsterdam 
Avenue, 
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Resolved, that this vestry does respectfully and strongly pro- 
test and object against the proposed removal by Saint Ann’s 
Church to the site above described for the following reasons, 
viz.: That as is well known Saint Luke’s Church has built both 
as to size and equipment and at a great expense with a view to 
the future growth and requirements of the neighborhood rather 
than the present need, and that at the date hereof it has but 34 
pew holders, and an average congregation of about one fourth 
of its seating capacity—That south of Saint Luke’s Church there 
are no dwelling houses except two or three wooden cabins or 
shanties until the Convent of the Sacred Heart is reached sit- 
uated at West 130th St—That west of Saint Luke’s Church 
there are some few buildings, the majority of which are unoc- 
cupied and That in all probability there will not at a near date 
be a large population in that section—That east of the church on 
St. Nicholas Ave. between 135th St. and 145th St. there is not one 
dwelling house and that from a population further east but few 
persons can be expected to attend Saint Luke’s owing to the 
proximity of other parishes and to the steep grade of both 141st 
and 145th St., and as to the latter especially is the difficulty in- 
creased during the winter season. That from the north, Saint 
Luke’s Church must expect to mainly draw its congregation and 
especially from the neighborhood where Saint Ann’s proposes 
to build, and that at present the attendants at Saint Luke’s are 
chiefly from said locality. That as can readily be seen from the 
configuration of this section of the city there can be no reason- 
able expectation that there will be even under the favoring con- 
ditions of rapid transit, a population between Saint Luke’s and 
the Church of the Intercession for which these parishes cannot 
amply provide and duly care. That Saint Ann’s removing to the 
proposed site would greatly weaken, discourage and perhaps des- 
troy a struggling parish and that this protest and objection by 
Saint Luke’s are made simply for the sake of self-preservation 
and not in any captious, unjust or selfish spirit. That Saint 
Luke’s submits with all respect to this matter to the constituted 
authorities of this diocese, believing that this application on the 
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part of Saint Ann’s will be denied, both for the good of the 
Church in general and Saint Ann’s in particular. 


That a copy of the above resolutions, according to the canon 
in such cases made and provided, be forwarded to the Bishop 
and Standing Committee of the Diocese of New York. 


(Signed) JOHN T. PATEY, rector 
Ue LO BROADBENT. clerk?’ 


No reference is made again in the records concerning Saint 
Ann’s Church. The inference is that Saint Luke’s at the time 
of the protest failed to be fully informed as to some important 
details. By consolidation with Saint Matthew’s Church in West 
84th St., Saint Ann’s lost control of the bulk of its property and 
was designed henceforth to be a church exclusively for the deaf 
and dumb. The result bears out a misunderstanding on Saint 
Luke’s part for Saint Ann’s built in West 148th St. “on the pro- 
posed site” a small unpretentious edifice, however, and the ser- 
vices are conducted in the sign language. The Reverend Doctor 
Chamberlain was rector at that time, having succeeded the 
Reverend Doctor Gallaudet, the well known friend of the mutes. 


ASSESSMENT ON THE CHURCH PROPERTY 


Just as the treasurer had reason to feel more hopeful regarding 
the finances, the unexpected occurred with a peremptory demand 
on the treasury. One public levy was dated Jan. 1, 1893, for 
street paving, etc., in amount $425.60 and 7 per cent., for St. 
Nicholas Terrace, and another dated Aug., 1894, in amount 
$455.00 and 7 per cent., for opening 150th St. from Convent Ave. 
to St. Nicholas Ave. A committee was appointed comprising 
Messrs. Bard, Bates and Morrison, to present an appeal to the 
city authorities and obtain a reduction, but, notwithstanding this 
effort, and the legal advice voluntarily offered by Mr. Taylor, 
counsellor at law, as to the manner how to proceed for relief, com- 
plete failure ensued. The delay only increased the expenditure— 
the total amount paid being $1,087.00. 
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EASTER ELECTION 1895, AND A LAWN PARTY 


On Easter Monday, April 15th, 1895, General F erdinand P. Earle” 
and Mr. William H. Shaw were elected on the vestry to supply 
the vacancy caused by the resignations of Dr. F. F. Potter and Mr. 
William C. Lewis. The former had served since 1892, and the 
latter for one year only. 

General Earle had recently become a resident of Washington 
Heights with his family, being a purchaser of the valuable and his- 
toric property known as the Jumel Mansion, situated on 160th St. 
and Edgecombe Avenue. A spacious lawn surrounded the house 
which he and his wife conjectured might be utilized in a picturesque 
way for the benefit of Saint Luke’s treasury. So they planned a 
Colonial lawn party, the 17th of June being selected, and the ladies 
of the church formed a committee to co-operate with Mrs. Earle. 
They arrayed themselves in Colonial attire, and from tents erected 
on the lawn they served tea in old fashioned china at so much a cup. 
A band played the minuet to which young people danced, dressed 
in appropriate costume. Admission was charged to view the interior 
of the house which served as Washington’s Headquarters during 
the Revolution, and many persons availed themselves of the privilege. 
The weather was in sympathy with the event for it proved a most 
beautiful June day, and the benefit that accrued to the church’s ex- 
chequer amounted to $1,116.77, to which later was added a balance 
of $25.65, thus more than cancelling the cost of the assessment. 

A very appreciable vote of thanks by the vestry was extended to 
Gen. and Mrs. Earle and ordered spread on the minutes. 

The financial success of this agreeable incident in the social life 
of the parish proved a stimulus, and a committee of six was ap- 
pointed later in the season to arrange a series of concerts and lectures 
to be given in the course of the winter. To facilitate events of this 
nature the platform in the Sunday School was ordered enlarged 
6 ft. by 21 ft., 10, and constructed to be portable, so a removal could 
be made when not wanted. The treasurer’s statements during March 
and April show receipts from a concert, and one of $200.00 from 
a lecture given by the rector. 

*When Doctor Tuttle was rector General Earle’s father was proprietor of 
Farle’s Hotel in Canal Street. He told Doctor T uttle no poor person of the 


church need suffer for want of food—if he would send them with a basket to 
his hotel, it would be filled. 
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WALLACE THOM 


To relieve the rector, who was at this time without an assistant, 
a young man in the parish voluntarily offered his services as a lay 
reader. The aid he rendered to the Church proved so very efficient 
the vestry was influenced to “record its thanks to Mr. Wallace Thom 
and best wishes for his voluntary and loving work for the Master.” 

Mr. Wallace Thom after removal from Saint Luke’s neighborhood 
became an active and prominent layman in the Borough of the Bronx. 


EASTER ELECTION 1806 


No change took place in the vestry at the Easter Monday election, 
April 6th, 1896, and the officers remained the same. The treasurer 
was instructed to pay the rector $250.00 for back salary which had 
been voluntarily relinquished by him in 1894. 

At this meeting on the motion of Mr. William H. Shaw, it was 
voted to present to Doctor Tuttle the large photograph of the church 
given by the architect to the vestry. This picture carefully framed 
in wood to match the color of the pews, displayed the complete 
exterior of the church as designed by Mr. Robertson, including the 
beautiful tower which has never been erected. After the death of 
Doctor Tuttle, his daughter-in-law returned the photograph to the 
vestry and it hung many years in the vestry-room undisturbed until 
Easter Sunday, 1920, when a mysterious incident occurred. 

The following November would be the one hundredth anniversary 
of Saint Luke’s, when it was planned to consecrate the new church 
free from debt. The superintendent of the Sunday School, to inspire 
the children with their share and obligation in the great achievement, 
had the picture brought from the vestry-room and set up in the 
chancel where it could be viewed by all. Furthermore, a wire frame 
work was placed about the picture to receive the floral offerings of 
the children as they came up with their Easter mite-boxes containing 
their donations toward the church debt. After the exercises were 
over, the congregation and school dismissed, the superintendent, who 
was Doctor Tuttle’s grandson, was summoned for a short time only 
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away from the chancel where he was removing the flowers from the 
frame. On his return the picture had disappeared. No trace of it 
has ever been found. 


THE DEATH OF DOCTOR TUTTLE 


“At a special meeting of the vestry held at the home of Mr. Bates, 
461 W. 144th St., a committee was appointed to draw up resolutions 
of condolence and sympathy to the family of the late rector-emeritus, 
the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., who departed this life Friday, 
November 2oth, 1896.” 

The following is a verbatim copy from the records: 


“The Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D. 


The vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, New York, hereby record its 
deep sense of the loss sustained through the departure from this 
life of the beloved and venerable Rector-Emeritus of Saint Luke's 
Church, the Reverend Doctor Tuttle. 

For forty-one years Doctor Tuttle served Saint Luke’s Church 
as its rector with singular skill and faithfulness and thereby won 
the respect and love of all his people. He was eminently the faith- 
ful pastor in word and deed, gentle in manners, prudent in conduct, 
zealous in good works and above all seeking the glory of God and 
the welfare of His Church, he accomplished a great deal for his 
Master, the results of which eternity alone can reveal. 

Many and useful were his philanthropic undertakings, such as 
founding the Home for Indigent Christian Females, and the Home 
for Old Men and Aged Couples, but to this vestry his last and greatest 
work was the erection of the present Saint Luke’s Church, truly a 
splendid monument to his ability and zeal. 

Doctor Tuttle possessed in a rare degree the qualities of sweet- 
ness and strength, humility and force of character, wisdom and love. 
We shall miss him greatly ; but feel that our loss is his gain, and that 
full of years and labors he has entered into rest. 


(Signed) C. L. BROADBENT, 
N. Y., Nov. 27, 1896. Clerk of the vestry. 
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THE OBSEQUIES 


As it was the wish of the family that the casket should not be 
opened in the church during the funeral, the rector of Saint Luke’s 
was requested to announce from the chancel Sunday morning, Nov. 
22nd, that the congregation and all friends were invited to the home 
of Doctor Tuttle’s family to view the remains. Lying in state, garbed 
in full clerical vestments with a white satin stole richly embroidered, 
a multitude of persons thronged the house from morning till night 
to take the last look of him who had been their friend in sorrow, 
their guide in perplexity and comforter always in the various vicissi- 
tudes of this mortal life. 

The funeral took place Monday, Nov. 23rd, at 10 A.M. in the 
church he built and loved—the services were simple, but im- 
pressive, in accordance with the wishes of Doctor Tuttle. ‘The 
chancel and pulpit were draped in mourning with many beauti- 
ful floral offerings by friends mingling with the drapery and 
banked on the chancel steps. 

The Right Reverend Henry Codman Potter, Bishop of the 
diocese, assisted by the Reverend John T. Patey, rector of Saint 
Luke’s; the Reverend Doctor Morgan Dix, rector of Trinity 
Church; the Reverend Doctor W. H. Vibbert, of Trinity Chapel, 
and the Reverend Doctor C. C. Tiffany, Archdeacon of the 
Diocese, read the service. As the casket covered with its purple 
pall, was borne up the middle aisle, it was preceded by a sur- 
pliced choir of forty men and boys bearing funeral palms, fol- 
lowed by the clergy, the Bishop and pall bearers. Then came the 
members of Doctor Tuttle’s family and relatives and after them 
representatives of the trustees and boards of managers of Saint 
Luke’s Home for Aged Women; Home for Old Men and Aged 
Couples, and the Protestant Episcopal Orphan Asylum. As the 
procession moved toward the chancel, the rector of Saint Luke’s 
read the opening sentences of the burial service beginning with 
“I am the resurrection and the life.” After the casket had been 
placed within the chancel, the Reverend Doctor Dix read the 
lesson from the fifteenth chapter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 
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The Reverend Doctor Vibbert led in repeating the Apostle’s 
Creed, in which the clergymen and the congregation joined. 
The Bishop read the sentences of committal to the grave, and 
Archdeacon Tiffany read the closing prayers. There was no 
address. The hymns sung were “Nearer My God To Thee” and 
“Lead Kindly Light,” both of which were Doctor Tuttle’s favor- 
ites. In the chancel in their robes, besides the clergymen who 
participated in the services, were the Reverend Doctor Thomas 
Robinson Harris, secretary of the Diocese; the Reverend J. H. 
Logie, vicar of Saint Luke’s Chapel in Hudson St.; the Reverend 
R. H. Baldwin, the Bishop’s chaplain; the Reverend Doctor Brad- 
ley of Saint Agnes’ Chapel, and the Reverend J. Henry Dixon. 
Many other clergymen in the city and vicinity were in the con- 
gregation, as well as many prominent laymen. Among the 
latter was Mr. Everett P. Wheeler. The pall-bearers were the 
wardens and vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church, Alexander L. 
McDonald and J. Sprague Bard, wardens; C. L. Broadbent, John 
H. Morrison, W. H. Shaw, J. E. Boyd, W. F. Rockwell, General 
Ferdinand P. Earle, Henry B. Bates, and W. F. Weeks. Seventy- 
five students from Trinity School attended the funeral in a body 
with members of the faculty, in recognition of Doctor Tuttle’s 
services aS a trustee for many years. Also students from the 
General Theological Seminary as Doctor Tuttle was a member of 
the Standing Committee of that institution. 

At the conclusion of the services Bishop Potter requested the 
clergymen to remain after the congregation left. This was to 
appoint a committee to draft appropriate resolutions expressing 
the sorrow of the clergy at Doctor Tuttle’s death. From the 
church the body was taken to the Grand Central Depot, whence 
it was conveyed by the one o’clock train to New Haven, Conn. 
for interment in the same cemetery where his wife and daugh- 
ters, Mary and Alice, were buried. 

The resolutions of sorrow, drafted by the committee appointed 
by Bishop Potter directly after the funeral at Saint Luke’s, were 
printed in The Churchman of December 5th, 18096. 
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“In the death of the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, Doctor in 
Divinity, rector-emeritus of Saint Luke’s Church, at the ripe age 
of eighty-five years, the Church loses one of its most venerable 
and benignant fathers. For’many years he was one of the most 
energetic and untiring parish clergymen of the whole diocese of 
New York. 

Graduating from the General Theological Seminary in 1839, 
after taking charge of two country parishes, he became in 1850 
rector of Saint Luke’s Church in Hudson Street, New York City, 
the site of the old village of Greenwich, in immediate succession 
to the Reverend John Murray Forbes, where he served for forty- 
two years. In connection with the development of his parish he 
founded Saint Luke’s Home for Aged Women, and the Home for 
Old Men and Aged Couples. He was all through his life greatly 
interested in the application of Church life to Church institutions, 
and was largely instrumental in the development of organized 
Church charities. He was interested with Dr. Muhlenberg in his 
great plan of Saint Luke’s Hospital; to him were intrusted the 
oversight and care of the Church of the Beloved Disciple by the 
lady who gave it its munificent endowment and built both the 
church and its rectory. 

But while successful and diligent in developing the practical 
life of the Church, he was not a mere mechanical worker. His 
spirit was reverent and devout; he was of an humble mind; he 
was cordial and sympathetic, not only to his own people but also 
especially to the undergraduates of the Theological Seminary; so 
that his geniality and devoutness made him universally esteemed 
and in his later years venerated. His practical wisdom was so 
highly prized that he was for fifteen years a member of the Stand- 
ing Committee of the diocese, and a trusted counsellor of Bishop 
Horatio Potter throughout his episcopate. 

In memory of our beloved brother this minute has been drawn 
up by the committee appointed by the Bishop of the diocese at a 
meeting of the clergy held immediately after the funeral service, 
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on Noy. 23, 1896, at the new Saint Luke’s Church, which stands 
today as the monument of his wise foresight and unabated vigor 
in his old age. 

(Signed) 

Co TEP BR ANY 

THOS. HENRY SILL 


C. F.. CANEDY 
THOS. R. HARRIS” 


EASTER ELECTION 1807 


One change only took place on Easter Monday, April 19th, 
1897, and that was on account of the declination of Mr. Bard to 
a re-election as treasurer. He had served the office since April, 
1891, and now wished to be relieved of its duties. Mr. Wilbur F. 
Rockwell was elected his successor. 

The vestry adopted the following resolution: 


“Whereas Mr. Jonathan Sprague Bard after long and faithful 
Service as treasurer of Saint Luke’s Church has felt it advisable 
to seek relief from the duties of said office, and has accordingly 
declined a re-election to it—Resolved, That this vestry record its 
deep appreciation of the valuable services rendered Saint Luke’s 
Church by Mr. Bard during its building and formation period; 
and the intelligent faithfulness of scrupulous care shown by him 
in the management of the large funds entrusted to him during 
the last six years. 


Resolved—That the vestry record and tender its hearty thanks 
to Mr. Bard for so willingly and cheerfully submitting to the 
imperative and unrelaxing demands made on his time and atten- 
tion by the financial duties of treasurer, and also express the hope 
that he may long be spared to see the fruits of his toil in the 
- Spiritual and material growth of the Church he loves.” 


At this meeting the treasurer was directed to pay the rector 
$200 a month dating such payments from April Ist, 1897. He 
was also to pay John W. Carpenter, the organist, $100 a month 
from May ist, 1897. On ballot Messrs. McDonald, Bard and 
Earle were elected delegates to the Diocesan Convention and 
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Archdeaconry Meeting. Just at this time old Trinity was 
celebrating its bi-centennial anniversary, and on account of it 
the vestry voted unanimously that the rector and wardens attend 
it and convey the felicitations and congratulations of Saint 
Luke’s. Saint Luke’s Chapel celebrated the event by inviting 
the Reverend Thomas Robinson Harris, D.D., Secretary of the 
Convention of the Diocese, to address its congregation on Sun- 
day, May goth. 

Dr. Harris’ father-in-law, the Reverend Doctor Van Kleeck, 
had been an old friend of Reverend Doctor Tuttle, and Miss 
Ellen Van Kleeck, sister of Doctor Van Kleeck, served many 
years as directress of old Saint Luke’s parochial school. 

Dr. Harris’ text was. “Awake! Awake! Put on thy strength, 
O Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem. . . . Gladly 
have I come here today, at the invitation of my old friend, the 
vicar of Saint John’s and Saint Luke’s to say a few words of 
greeting. Strong and beautiful is the dear old parish which 
celebrates this week the completion of two centuries of ther 
life. The few who know something of the inner history of 
this Church in New York City, know how much of the strength 
of the church in this locality has come from Trinity. Not only 
has she, herself, had the courage to stay here in these lower 
wards, caring for those whose homes are in the narrow side 
streets and the crowded tenements, when her richer parishioners 
have been borne miles away by the encroachment of business, 
but she has provided also liberally the means to make others to 
do likewise. Trinity Church at the head of Wall Street with 
‘God’s Acre’ round about her walls, where sleep those who 
died in the early days of New York, stands as a continual re- 
minder that there are some things which money cannot buy. 
This dear church within whose walls we are gathered, and 
where the good old man, who went to his rest a few months 
ago, labored for so many years, as the rector, could never have 
maintained its services and ministered to the poor and needy 
of the Ninth Ward for so long, had it not been for the liberal 
aid of Trinity parish. Yes, and when at last the time had come 
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when the old parish was forced to move from the neighborhood, 
Trinity not only lent her aid to build a new Saint Luke’s far 
up-town but also took up the work here and made Saint Luke’s 
Chapel in name, as well as in reality, a part of her own parochial 
work.” 


At a meeting held January 12th, 1808, the treasurer forecast 
the fiscal condition till October, 1898, showing a deficit of 
$1,216.58. General discussion followed, Mr. Morrison suggesting 
a letter enclosing subscription envelopes asking for increased 
offerings. Mr. Bates recommended calling a special meeting 
in the basement of the church when the financial standing of the 
parish could be given in a forcible manner. The rector was 
requested to give notice from the pulpit of the importance of 
increasing the envelope contributions. General Earle moved that 
a committee of three be appointed to prepare a detailed statement 
for distribution and report at next meeting of the vestry. On the 
withdrawal of this motion, the treasurer was instructed to draft 
a suitable letter to be sent to the congregation, first submitting 
it to the vestry at the next meeting. 

The plan matured to a satisfactory result and the response 
was very gratifying. The ladies’ fair also added encourage- 
ment by contributing $500 to the treasury. The roof of the 
church was a source of discouragement, however, and the 
clerk was ordered to send the following letter to the architect: 


Mr. R. H. Robertson 
160 Fifth Ave., City 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed you will find a statement and an invoice from the Jas. Kennedy 
Co. The statement calls for $109.88, and is for repairing the roof of Saint 
Luke’s Church, 141st St. and Convent Ave. You will remember that we have 
talked a great deal about this roof—it never was tight since it was put in, 
Kennedy has overhauled it several times but it does not seem to keep tight. The 
interior of the church, where many of these leaks have occurred, is very much 
stained and the plaster has come off in some places. Now we do not think it is 
right for us to pay Jas. Kennedy & Co. anything for making this roof tight, 
as it was their duty to have done so in the first place, and we do not know 
whether the roof is absolutely tight now or not. It has shown no signs of 
leaking lately. 

We wish you would take this matter up with them and tell them that 
under the circumstances we think they had better cancel this charge. 
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There is another thing that is bothering us a great deal, and that is the 
plaster is falling off especially in the basement—large patches have fallen off 
the ceiling. Should this occur in a mew building in such a short time? We wish 
you would have the party who did the plastering go there and look at it and 
see if they will not repair it free of expense to us. The Church is not in a 
prosperous condition—it has a very hard time to keep afloat, and we hope you 
will assist us in these matters all you possibly can, and very much oblige, 


Yours very truly, 


SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, 
C. L. Broadbent, Clerk. 


EASTER ELECTION 1808 


No change took place in the vestry at the Easter election of 
1898, and the same delegates were chosen to attend the Diocesan 
Convention. The treasurer’s statement showed a balance of 
$1,478.92, but the city’s assessors were again at work to drain the 
church treasury. One of $580.00, and another for St. Nicholas 
Terrace of $343.30 appear in the financial report. 

This year rounded out twenty-five years of service for the 
organist, and the following letter, written by the clerk, was sent 
at the vestry’s request: 


“May Ist, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Carpenter: 


In tendering their congratulations on your twenty-fifth anniversary in 
Saint Luke’s Church the Rector and Vestry wish to express their warm 
appreciation of your conscientious devotion to the musical portion of its service. 

Your music has exerted a wide influence throughout the Parish not only 
on account of its devotional spirit, but by its high artistic excellence. 

Trusting that this Silver Anniversary may be followed by the Golden, 
we beg you to accept the accompanying gift as a slight token of our sincere 
regard.” 


The gift was a handsome cane, silver mounted, and the letter 
is signed by the rector, and every member of the vestry. 


POH NWT .SPA TERY, Rector JOHN H. MORRISON 
WILLIAM F. WEEKS 

A. L. McDONALD LPs Re gt st Gh B 

J. SPRAGUE BARD W. F. ROCKWELL 

C. L. BROADBENT FERDINAND P. EARLE 

HENRY B. BATES WILLIAM H. SHAW 


After the death of Mr. Carpenter in June, 1910, his widow sent 
the cane to his brother residing in England. 
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Another fair was projected by the ladies in December, and 
Messrs. Shaw, Morrison and Weeks were appointed a committee 
“to take charge of publications for the Fair Programme Book.” 
This time the treasurer received $1,088.67 from the ladies as the 
proceeds of the fair. 


EASTER ELECTION 1899 


All members of the vestry were re-elected Easter Monday 
April 3rd, a result which must have been a real cause of gratitude 
to the rector, for they were all sincere men and staunch sup- 
porters of the Church. One could easily excuse them if they 
sometimes felt discouraged. Assessments were always surpris- 
ingly cropping up. No sooner were some levies settled, than 
others unexpectedly appeared. For sewer outlets in 145th Street 
a bill for $122.40 was presented by the city authorities, and they 
followed it up with an order that the church pave its sidewalk in 
the rear on Hamilton Terrace, which had never been done. 
Whilst estimates were being considered to have the work accom- 
plished, a neighboring real estate man who was engaged at the 
time in building houses on the Terrace, offered to do the paving 
at a less expense than anyone else, and, moreover, attend to its 
supervision. The vestry felt relieved of the details and cheerfully 
paid his price—$60.00. 

The new year 1900 opened auspiciously. The treasurer stated 
“that the pew rentals were now $4, 500.00 and that an estimate of 
income and expenses for the year ending Oct. Ist indicated that 
there would be no deficiency, which is the first year since the 
church moved up-town that such has been the case.” Thereupon 
it was unanimously voted that the rector’s salary be restored to 
its original amount, $3,000, and the treasurer was empowered to 
pay the same from January rst, 1goo. Furthermore, the treas- 
urer was authorized “to pay the rector from the offerings on the 
first Sunday of every month such sums as he may require for 
charitable use in the parish.” The treasurer further announced 
“that the ladies of the fair had given him a cheque in amount 
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$722.43, and that the Tuttle legacy had reached the sum of 
$2,918.60.” Doctor Tuttle had made a bequest in his will of 
$10,000 towards the church mortgage debt. This money, how- 
ever, was not to be paid till previous legacies were satisfied. His 
only grandchild was designated as residuary legatee, but by an 
unexpected turn in events, the church became residuary instead. 
A sister-in-law presented a promissory note in the amount of 
$10,000 on which was Doctor Tuttle’s signature. As he had left 
her a legacy of $5,000, she benefited to the extent of $15,000 from 
his estate and depleted it that much accordingly. During the 
rectorship of the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, the Tuttle legacy 
accrued to $5,000 and was applied on the mortgage debt of the 
church. 


A LETTER FROM TRINITY CORPORATION 


A special meeting of the vestry was convened by the rector on 
the 2oth of February, 1900, in order to send as prompt a reply 
as possible to a communication from Trinity. Doctor Patey 
read the letter which conveyed a resolution of the vestry’s inten- 
tion “to build a chapel on the easterly division of Trinity Ceme- 
tery, and requesting the consent of Saint Luke’s rector and 
vestrymen as one of the nearest churches in accordance with the 
canon requirements that such consent shall be asked.” 

“On motion of Mr. Rockwell, seconded by Mr. McDonald, it 
was resolved that the consent of the vestry is hereby given to 
the application of Trinity Corporation for the erection of a chapel 
on the ground of Trinity Cemetery.” 

“The rector was requested to convey the vestry’s consent to 
Trinity Corporation.” 

During the rectorship of the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, 
Trinity repeated this request, but it was promptly denied when 
the definite location on Amsterdam Avenue was designated. 


EASTER ELECTION 1900 


On account of the removal out of town of Mr. James E. Boyd, 
his resignation was sent to the rector, and Mr. Charles W. 
Weston was elected to supply the vacancy on the vestry. 


oe 


— 


es 


ek ee a i 


open + — oh nO a EE a vy ge 


eh ah Ser 


EO es - ae = 


— 








296 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


Mr. Charles L. Broadbent, who had served the vestry faithfully 
as clerk since April, 1891, declined a re-election to the office, and 
Mr. J. H. Morrison was chosen to succeed him. The vestry ex- 
tended a vote of thanks to Mr. Broadbent “for his valuable ser- 
vices covering a period of nine years.” The board stood as 
follows: | 


Mr. Alexander L. McDonald, senior warden 
Mr. Jonathan Sprague Bard, junior warden 


V esitrymen 
C. L. Broadbent Wilbur F. Rockwell 
Henry B. Bates Ferdinand P. Earle 
John H. Morrison William H. Shaw 
William F. Weeks Charles W. Weston 


The wardens and Mr. Weeks were appointed delegates to the 
Diocesan Convention and the Archdeaconry Meeting. Mr. Car- 
penter brought to the notice of the vestry the need of certain re- 
pairs to the organ, the estimated cost of which was $250. He 
offered to secure $100 of the amount, and the balance the treas- 
urer was empowered to pay. Mr. Weston was of the opinion 
that the numbers on the pews should be more legible—they 
should be placed on top instead of at the side. The matter was 
referred to the pew committee with power. 

The rector notifying the vestry at a meeting held September 
25th, that he would be in need of an assistant for the winter’s 
work, he was requested “to inquire for a suitable minister whom 
he thought would be satisfactory.” The result was the engage- 
ment for one year of the Reverend Claudius M. Roome at a sal- 
ary of $1,000. Mr. Roome having other means of support, was 
able to accommodate the vestry, and his presence proved of great 
advantage to Saint Luke’s. A general regret was felt when he 
accepted in May, 1891, a call to the diocese of Newark. Rever- 
end Mr. Roome was a grandson of Nicholas Roome, one of the 
founders and first vestry of Saint Luke’s Church. 


THE DEATH OF MR. McDONALD 


The absence of Mr. McDonald, the senior warden, from this 
meeting on account of illness, created a very perceptible void as 
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he had been for years a regular attendant, and the clerk was re- 
quested to send him a letter conveying the sincere sympathy 
of every member of the vestry. The next meeting took place 
October 4th, when the rector announced that Mr. McDonald’s 
condition was exceedingly grave and would probably prove fatal. 
The next morning, October 5th, the good blind man’s eyes be- 
held Paradise. 
The following resolutions were printed in The Churchman: 


Alexander Lewis McDonald 


At a meeting Dec. 12th, of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, 
N. Y. City, the following resolutions relating to the decease of 
Mr. Alexander L. McDonald, were unanimously adopted: 


“Whereas: Mr. McDonald was for thirty-five years a member 
of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church and for twenty-one years of 
that period one of the wardens, be it Resolved, that this vestry 
place on its minutes the record of its loving appreciation of the 
qualities of mind and heart that our late senior warden so 
markedly possessed. He was ever faithful, earnest and intelli- 
gent in his work as vestryman. He recognized his duties and 
obligations, and was always—when able—at his post; ever dili- 
gent in his office and always seeking the welfare of his beloved 
Church ‘in season and out of season.’ It may be justly said of 
him that his character and life were beyond reproach. He was 
signally characterized by the gentle graces, the deep humility, the 
loving disposition and the self-denying qualities of the followers 
of the meek and gentle Jesus. To know him was to esteem and 
love him, for he loved all. 

“Although sadly afflicted for many years with total blindness, 
he bore his trial with Christian patience and resignation. No 
murmur or repining ever fell from his lips as he had learned from 
his heart to say “Thy will be done.’ In his dealings with others 
he was always tender and considerate. He was never heard by 
those who knew him intimately to utter one word of censure 
or disparagement of another, and he pitied and sought to help 
the unworthy. His generosity was only limited by his means, 
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and never was he appealed to in vain. He acted on the divine 
rule, ‘Freely ye have received, freely give.’ His loyalty to the 
Church and his obedience to its laws are too well known to need 
any comment. His reverence and earnestness in the services 
of the Church and his familiarity with the liturgy, made him 
ever in his blindness an example worthy of imitation. 

“He served the Church not only as a member of Saint Luke’s 
vestry, but for many years and as long as he was able, he was 
a faithful Sunday School teacher. He was also again and again 
elected a delegate to the Diocesan Convention whose sessions 
until the last one, he never failed to attend. He also did good 
work for a long time as one of the trustees of Saint Luke’s Home 
for Aged Women. It is perhaps sufficient to say that in all his 
offices whether pertaining to the Church or not, he was faithful, 
loyal and true. 

“Further Resolved: That this vestry recording its sense of 
the great loss sustained by this parish in the death of our late 
senior warden, express its sure and certain hope of his being at 
rest in the Paradise of God and of his joyful resurrection, and 
that our loss is his gain.” 


At the meeting held Dec. 12th, when the above resolutions 
were formulated Mr. John Hamilton Morrison was elected 
junior warden, and Mr. Bard was advanced to the office of senior 
warden. This action left a vacancy in the vestry, and Dr. John 
Hudson Storer was chosen to fill it. He was at once appointed 
by the rector a member of the committee on repairs and sup- 
plies, also of the pew committee. 

Notice having been given that the fire insurance policies 
would expire in the spring on the church building, the furni- 
ture, the organ and Hamilton Grange, it was thought wise to 
give an early consideration to the renewals as to amounts and 
premiums, so a committee was appointed and ordered to present 
a full report at a subsequent meeting. This discussion on the 
subject, however, gave evidence that a reduction in the amounts 
insured was favorably conceded by the vestry. The church 
amount to be reduced from $60,000 to $50,000, and the Hamil- 
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ton Grange from $6,000 to $5,000—the furniture and organ to 
remain the same, $5,000 each. The committee acting on the 
suggestion saved about $25.00 in premiums. In 1898, three 
years before, the net cost, after rebates, on $76,000 insurance 
amounted to $211.55. 

The rector having informed the vestry that the year 1goo ter- 
minated Trinity’s series of annual stipends, he was requested to 
make known the fact to the congregation from the chancel ; and 
the treasurer followed the rector’s announcement with a state- 
ment that $2,500 additional funds would be required next year to 
meet the loss of the stipend. Mr. Rockwell, the treasurer, keenly 
sensible of the benefits conferred by Trinity, was of the opinion 
that the vestry was obligated to express its appreciation, and 
especially before the year 1900 should come to an end. Hence 
the following minute is recorded: “The clerk of the vestry is 
hereby instructed to convey the formal thanks of the vestry to 
Trinity Corporation for its generous support given to Saint 
Luke’s Church covering a period of eight years.” 


EASTER ELECTION igor 


As General Earle moved away from the neighborhood and 
Mr. Broadbent’s condition of health necessitated a prolonged 
absence abroad, their resignations were presented to the rector, 
and he must have received them very regretfully. In consequence 
of these vacancies two new men were elected on the board They 
were Mr. Mortimer Fargo and Mr. William Christie Lester. The 
latter was chosen clerk of the vestry in the place of Mr. Morrison 
who resigned the office when he became junior warden. On 
several occasions Mr. Morrison “brought up for discussion the 
rate of interest on the church mortgage, and the possibility of 
having same reduced from 4% to 4 per cent. At his request the 
following minute was recorded: 


“A motion by Mr. Morrison to place on record the feeling of 
the vestry as to the advisability of striving to place our mort- 
gage on a four per cent. basis was unanimously carried in favor.” 
Finally Mr. Bates championed Mr. Morrison with the result that 
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“Mr. Fargo was appointed to confer with Mr. Cammann, treas- 
urer of Trinity Corporation, with the idea of approaching the 
United States Trust Co., mortgagee, either directly or otherwise, 
as in his judgment he deems best to accomplish the desired 
result.” 

Meanwhile the vestry was informed by the executor of the 
last Will and Testament of Mr. Alexander L. McDonald that he 
had made a bequest to Saint Luke’s Corporation of three thous- 
and dollars to be paid on the church mortgage debt. At the 
same time Mr. Mortimer Fargo reported that the United States 
Trust Co. had consented to reduce the interest on the mortgage 
from 4% per cent. to 4% per cent. Thereupon Mr. Morrison 
offered the following resolution: 


“Considering the advisability of reducing our fixed annual 
expenses to the uttermost and feeling assured that no more than 
four per cent. interest should be paid on our mortgage—There- 
fore be it resolved that the finance committee be instructed to 
secure a reduction on said rate of interest to four per cent, and 
if necessary to take the loan from the United States Trust Com- 
pany, they being authorized to go to an expense not to exceed 
$400 for making the transfer. 

“Furthermore be it resolved that we reduce the principal of the 
mortgage by five thousand dollars ($5,000) from the funds held 
in the bank (the Tuttle legacy) making the new mortgage 
seventy thousand dollars ($70,000).” 

After a careful discussion of Mr. Morrison’s resolution it was 
put to vote and lost, the voting being as follows: 

In favor; J. H. Morrison, M. Fargo, W. C. Lester. 

Against; H. B. Bates, W. F. Rockwell, W. H. Shaw and C. W. 
Weston. 


Mr. Rockwell then moved for an amendment, viz: That the 
expenses of transfer be limited to $200, and that the mortgage be 
reduced by three thousand dollars, making the proposed new 
loan seventy-two thousand dollars. This amendment was sec- 
onded by Mr. Shaw, and after discussion was unanimously 
carried. 
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THE RECEIPT OF THE CHURCH FOR THE 
LEGACY OF $3,000 


“Received on November 13th, 1901, of George E. Gartland, 
executor, check for Three Thousand dollars, the bequest of the 
late Alexander Lewis McDonald to Saint Luke’s Church, which 
I handed to W. F. Rockwell, Treasurer, the same day. 


(Signed) WM. C. LESTER, clerk.” 


EASTER ELECTION 1902 


The teller of the ballots on Easter Monday, March 3rst, 1902, 
announced the election of the same wardens and vestrymen for 
the ensuing year, and the same delegates were voted to attend 
the Diocesan Convention. After the expense of $350 for repairs 
and the appropriation of an additional $600 for Mr. Carpenter, 
the organist, with $150 for Mrs. Huntoon, the leading soprano, 
the vestry was confronted with city assessments to the amount 
of $1,132.42; Hamilton Terrace Street opening $200 and asphalt 
paving $932.42. As there was barely sufficient in the treasury 
to meet the salaries and other expenses, it was voted to borrow 
the money wherewith to pay the assessments, giving as collateral 
security the savings-bank books of the Tuttle legacy—“either 
one or both.” These deposits were in the Merchant’s and East 
River Savings Bank. A ladies’ fair was projected to pay back 
this loan, to take place Dec. 4th and 5th, and Mr. Morrison and 
Mr. Shaw were appointed a committee to publish the usual Fair 
Magazine. The receipts from the fair amounted to $1,606.24. 
To add to this fund Mr. Carpenter, the organist, gave a concert 
which realized $47.70. The ladies Social Committee contributed 
$30.00 towards the erection of an oak vestibule at the street 
entrance to the Sunday School room, which cost $60.00. The 
same committee pledged $300 towards the salary of the curate, 
the Reverend William B. Guion. The Altar Guild, comprising 
young women, was efficient, and maintained the necessary fur- 
nishings for the altar and chancel independent of the church 
treasury. At this time Miss Kate Todd was Directress. 
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The tankard had needed replating and by the influence of Miss 
Mary Turner the firm of Messrs. McDonald, Haywood & Co. 
performed the work gratuitously. She was the sister of the wife 
of Mr. Henry B. Bates, and together they presented a new sedilia 
for the sanctuary in memory of Mrs. Bates who had recently 
died. 

Mr. Bates had been an enthusiastic advocate of Saint Luke’s 
Battalion, a military organization for boys, and on his guarantee 
$275 was advanced to Ridabock & Co. for uniforms, “payment 
to date six months from the first of December.” Two months 
later another minute records “The request of Major Hyde on be- 
half of Saint Luke’s Battalion for a loan of $275 for 90 days was 
on motion granted; the terms of payment to be left with the 
treasurer and the guarantee made for the Battalion to Ridabock 
& Co. by the vestry to be cancelled.” In January, 1903, the rector 
and Mr. W. C. Lester were appointed a committee to look after 
interests of the vestry, relative to their loan of two hundred and 
seventy-five dollars ($275) to Saint Luke’s Battalion. Ata meet- 
ing held the last of April, 1903, the vestry discussed the indebted- 
ness of the Battalion, and the value of the organization to the 
church. Finally a motion was carried to the effect that the 
vestry accept in full payment 4o per cent. of the loan of $275 
made to the Battalion on March 14th, 1902, providing a settle- 
ment on the same basis be made with the other creditors. 


EASTER ELECTION 1903 


An incident of some moment took place this year. Mr. Jon- 
athan Sprague Bard declined as a candidate for re-election on 
account of his intention to leave the city and reside permanently 
in Brooklyn, Conn. He became a member of the vestry in 1890, 
was treasurer from 1891 to 1897, junior warden from 1894 to 
1900, when he was elected senior warden. In consequence of his 
resignation Mr. John Hamilton Morrison, junior warden, was 
advanced to senior warden, and Mr. Wilbur F. Rockwell was 
chosen junior warden. The vacancy in the vestry was supplied 
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by the election of Mr. Isaac McGay. The resolution of the 
vestry with reference to changing the number of vestrymen and 
the date of the annual election, adopted at a meeting held on 
March 5th, 1903, was brought up for consideration, and after 
due deliberation the resolution was unanimously carried. 


“We, the undersigned, the presiding officer, and two qualified 
voters present at the annual meeting of the parish of Saint 
Luke’s in the City of New York, do hereby certify that at the 
annual meeting of said parish held on Easter Monday, 1903, 
there was brought up for consideration the following resolution 
being in the following words: 

“That we recommend, that the date of the annual election of 
this corporation be changed to a secular day in the week, on the 
first Monday after the first Sunday in Advent, and that the num- 
ber of vestrymen be changed to nine and that the terms of the 
church wardens be changed so that one warden shall be elected 
annually. 

“That notice that action would be taken on said resolution was 
given with the notice of the annual election; that such annual 
meeting ratified the same; that the date determined upon for the 
annual election of the parish was Monday in the week beginning 
with the first Sunday in Advent; that the number of vestrymen 
should be nine and that hereafter churchwardens should be so 
elected that the term of one warden should expire annually.” 

(Signed) JOHN T. PATEY, presiding officer. 


WILLIAM B. GUION 
JOHN W. CARPENTER qualified voters. 


State of New York 
County of New York 
See 


On the 13th day of April, 1903, before me personally came 
John T. Patey, William B. Guion and John W. Carpenter, to me 
known and known to me to be the persons mentioned in and who 
executed the foregoing certificate, and they severally acknowl- 
edged to me that they executed the same. 

(Signed) WM. FREDERICK PAYTON, 


Notary Public, 
Nixa CNG Y, 
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AN EFFORT TO DIMINISH THE MORTGAGE DEBT 


On April 22nd, 1903, the treasurer reported all outstanding 
notes had been paid, and a balance remained of $1,438.81, to 
which the Easter collection, in amount $1,493.88, was to be 
added. A discussion took place “as to the advisability of publish- 
ing regularly, treasurer’s reports, of starting‘ a mortgage reduction 
fund, of asking pledges for the next Easter offering, and in other 
ways of arousing interest for the purpose of getting our church 
on a better financial basis.” On motion this was referred to the 
finance committee with instruction to report at the next meeting. 

The members of the ladies’ Social Committee with their usual 
enthusiasm sent a letter to the rector pledging $600 towards the 
support of the Church for the current year, the same as they had 
done the year previous—the amount to be independent of the fair 
proceeds. Thereupon Mr. Morrison, the senior warden, invited 
the ladies to come to his house on Friday evening, May 15th, to 
confer with the finance committee “to decide upon a plan to meet 
the financial obligations of the Church.” 

The rector having announced that Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle and 
her son had presented to the church two interesting pictures of 
old Saint Luke’s, done in mother of pearl, as a memento of its 
early history, a vote of thanks was directed to be sent to them 
by the clerk. One picture represents the church in 1821 and the 
other in 1871. They were presented to Doctor Tuttle by a vestry- 
man, John H. Pulis, and made with his own hands to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the church. He was a designer and 
decorator in the Herring’s Safe Company. 

In September, 1903, Mr. William C. Lester, the clerk of the 
vestry, lost his brother by death, and the following minute is 
recorded: “A resolution was unanimously passed instructing the 
clerk to convey to Mrs. Andrew Lester and the entire family the 
profound sympathy of the vestry in the sorrow at the loss of her 
son, Mr. Charles Sumner Lester.” In April, 1904, a minute is 
recorded “that the Mason and Hamlin organ and stool provided 
for the primary class of Saint Luke’s Sunday School by the late 
Charles Sumner Lester be accepted and that the clerk draft a 
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resolution of appreciation and thanks to be sent to the adminis- 
tratrix of Mr. Lester’s estate.” Again October 4th, 1904, the 
following appears in the records: “The memorial mantel and 
fireplace given by Mrs. Andrew Lester in memory of her son, 
Charles Sumner Lester, was reported completed, and the thanks 
of the vestry was presented to Mrs. Lester.” The mantel and 
fireplace with brass andirons are placed in the reception room of 
the church. 

The Reverend William B. Guion, the assistant, having received 
a call to another parish, Saint Luke’s was obliged to part with 
him, and the rector was requested to secure a substitute. Mean- 
while an occasional supply was engaged by the vestry, the Rev- 
erend John Montgomery Rich serving as curate for fourteen 
months, and a layman, Mr. Charles Dodd Ward, voluntarily 
offering his services as a lay-reader, being authorized by the 
Bishop. In this manner the rector was relieved, until the year 
1905 when the Reverend Mr. J. Milton Oaksford was engaged as 
a regular assistant at a salary of $1,000. 


ADVENT ELECTION 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30th, 10903 


On account of the resignation of Mr. Henry B. Bates and Wil- 
liam H. Shaw, the vestry lacked two members and one more to 
complete the full number of eleven resolved upon last Easter. 

The following ballot was elected: 


Wardens 


Mr. J. Hamilton Morrison 
Mr. Wilbur F. Rockwell 


V estrymen 
William F. Weeks Isaac McGay 
Charles W. Weston Major A. White 
Dr. John H. Storer William J. Kronenbitter 
Mortimer Fargo Samuel J. Kramer 
William C. Lester 


“Henry B. Bates, Esq., who has been an active vestryman of 
Saint Luke’s Church since 1893, stated that he expected to go 
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abroad early in January for an extended tour, possibly for two 
years and could not in justice to Saint Luke’s stand for re- 
election.” 

“The removal of William H. Shaw, Esq., from the city is a 
great loss to Saint Luke’s Church—he was elected a vestryman 
in 1895 and has served continuously since that time. It was 
moved and carried that the clerk convey to Mr. Shaw the regret 
of the vestry at his removal from the parish.” 

Mr. Isaac McGay was elected treasurer for the ensuing year 
in place of Mr. Rockwell who resigned the office. Messrs. Mor- 
rison, Weston and Weeks were elected delegates to the Diocesan 
Convention. 

The committee on music placed the following resolution before 
the meeting: “That Mr. Carpenter, the organist, render hereafter 
to the treasurer a regular quarterly itemized statement of salaries 
due members of the choir for said quarter and that the treasurer 
pay same, but not to an amount exceeding two hundred dollars 
per quarter, also authorizing the treasurer to pay the deficiency 
of 40 and 24/100 dollars for the past quarter ending November 
Ist, 1903.” After discussion showing that Mr. Carpenter’s sal- 
ary 1s $1,200 per annum, and that this resolution gives him $800 
per annum for the choir, an increase of $150 over last year’s 
allowance, and that Mr. Carpenter would be fully satisfied with 
said appropriation, the motion was regularly put and carried. 
At Mr. Carpenter’s request Mr. George R. Ulrich was appointed 
assistant organist of Saint Luke’s Church, to serve without sal- 
ary, and to have the free use of the church organ for practice, 
CEC. 

In February, 1904, Mrs. Ella K. Morgan, who conducted a day 
school in Hamilton Grange, requested a renewal of the lease. 
“After careful consideration of Mrs. Morgan’s letter and of her 
tenancy for several years at a very low rental, it seemed to be 
the sense of the vestry that a substantial increase should be made, 
but in view of the fact that the vestry considers the Grange some- 
what in the light of a Church house, a very moderate increase 
would be satisfactory, therefore, it was moved and carried that a 








SIXTH RECTOR 307 


lease be given for one year from May Ist, 1904, at six hundred 
dollars, which is an increase of one hundred dollars per annum.” 
Mrs. Morgan agreed to the terms and signed the lease. 


Mh Be CHA PIOD 


Previous to the year 1904, a wide open space existed in the 
north transept in front of the baptistry. Nothing was to be seen 
but organ pipes above a paneled oak wall to the floor, separating 
the church from the choir room built back of it. It occurred to the 
rector’s mind to utilize this space for a small chapel, convenient 
for week-day services, and especially during the Lenten season. 
He had seen stored in the cellar of the church, a substantial oak 
altar, with a maltese cross carved in front, which had been moved 
from the old church in Hudson Street with other articles of fur- 
niture.* He consulted Mrs. John Leshure, chairman of the Social 
Committee, whose uncle, Isaac Seltzer, had served on the vestry 
during the early rectorship of Doctor Tuttle, and one whom he 
knew to be interested on this account in the welfare of the new 
church. Acting upon his suggestion to have the altar restored 
with the view of creating a chapel, she gave a series of social 
afternoon teas, accumulating a fund of one hundred dollars. The 
altar proved to be made of a fine grained quarter oak, and came 
from the craftsman shop of Messrs. Geissler & Co., highly pol- 
ished and fitting harmoniously with its surroundings in the new 
church. A platform was erected to stand it on, and a railing to 
encircle it. The rector produced two small brass vases once used 
in the old church and given by Doctor Tuttle’s wife. Mr. Mor- 
rison contributed a brass cross for the center, whilst Mrs. Mor- 
rison presented brass candlesticks for each end of the altar. 
Mrs. William C. Lester carpeted the platform and the Social 
Committee gave the altar book and rest for it. They likewise 
provided a screen behind the organ pipes for protection against 
a severe draught of which the rector complained. On the oak 
wall behind the altar which served as a reredos, the lettering in 
gilt of “Holy, Holy, Holy,” was done by the same ecclesiastical 


*This altar was the same one used in the Hamilton House when a chapel. 
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firm. It was Doctor Patey’s custom when the eucharist took 
place in the chapel to use the small silver communion set brought 
from the old church. The records indite the following: 


“On motion resolved, that the altar erected and furnished 
through the efforts of the Social Committee, Mrs. Leshure, chair- 
man, be accepted and that a resolution of appreciation and thanks 
be sent to the Social Committee. 

“The altar was dedicated on Saint Mathias Day, our rector, the 
Reverend John T. Patey, Ph.D., officiating.” 


During the rectorship of the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, the 
cross and candlesticks were stolen from the altar and never re- 
covered. Mrs. Oldham replaced the brass cross and candlesticks 
with silver ones in memory of her mother, Mrs. Gould, who had 
recently died. 

The Social Committee existed prior to the Woman’s Guild— 
the latter evolved from the former. Doctor Patey requested Mrs. 
Leshure to visit various churches in the city and inquire into 
their active women’s organizations. She was most impressed by 
the Woman’s Guild of Saint Andrew’s Church, obtained a copy 
of its constitution which was regarded favorably by Doctor 
Patey and adopted by the women of Saint Luke’s. 

In this way the present Woman’s Guild, so active and efficient 
at Saint Luke’s, was founded. It was deemed advisable, how- 
ever, to retain a social committee co-operative with the Guild, 
and Mrs. Major A. White was elected chairman of it. While 
Mrs. Leshure became vice-president of the Woman’s Guild, with 
the rector as president. 


AN EFFORT TO RECOVER REDRESS ON 
ASSESSMENTS 


“The clerk was instructed to authorize John C. Shaw of 108 
Fulton St. to take such proceedings as he may be advised to re- 
cover the assessment paid June, 1902, amounting to $932.42, for 
paving the middle street of Hamilton Terrace, under an agree- 
ment to pay Mr. Shaw for his services one-quarter the amount of 
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recovery and nothing in case of failure, and furthermore that 
Mr. Shaw agrees that Saint Luke’s Church shall be held exempt 
from all taxed costs and disbursements of any kind.” 


The committee on repairs and supplies was ordered “to build 
a stone curb or coping to enclose the rear grounds of the church 
on I41st St. and Hamilton Terrace, same to be on the order of 
the coping enclosing the grass plots on the front of the church 
property and not to exceed three hundred dollars ($300) in cost. 
Furthermore to erect on this coping a suitable wrought iron rail- 
ing, not less than five feet in height, and to cost not more than 
three dollars ($3.00) per lineal foot, providing that Mr. W. C. 
Lester raises by subscription from owners and residents of Hamil- 
ton Terrace, the sum of two hundred dollars ($200) on account 
of said railing, and arrange for the payment of the balance of 
about three hundred dollars ($300) by the church, at intervals 
starting from October first, 1904, and in such amounts as the 
treasurer shall decide can be devoted to such payments.” 

On October 4, 1904, Mr. Lester reported the completion of the 
work. The coping cost $325, the iron railing $521, $200 of which 
was subscribed by residents on the Terrace, who also contributed 
$183, the cost of a new artificial stone sidewalk. The vestry 
extended a vote of thanks to the committee, and particularly to 
Mr. Lester, the chairman, for his successful efforts in obtaining 
subscriptions from residents on the Terrace. 


FOUR HUNDRED AND TEN DOLLARS GIVEN 
BY THE PRIMARY CLASS 


In May, 1904, the primary class of the Sunday School over 
which Mrs. Wm. C. Lester presided as principal, raised the sum 
of $410.91, to be used for alterations and the refurnishing of their 
class-room. Hence Messrs. Storer and Lester were appointed 
a committee with power to act with the officers of the primary 
department in carrying out their plans for the improvement they 
desired to have accomplished. 
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*ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING APRIL 30th, 1904 


Receipts 

Cash’on. hand Agpril:30th, 1903 ..2222 80... eee $ 899.76 

Open ) offerings:/s . oo. cis eee Ls ee 2,132.76 

Envelope offerings ics.) Jee aeweeen se eee 2,132.82 

Faster! offetings 30.5 > . ea LL eee 3,417.21 

Pew. renter toa oon in lee 2 eee cok ker 4,616.66 

Rent:.of° Haaiiltod? Grange) 22 f22gee se 87 oN ee 500.00 

Loans: from bans soy 5 0S oe ee ae, Se ee 2,050.00 

Saint Luke’s Battalion settlement of their loan $275—40%.. 110.00 

Missionary: Society?. 25 ue ee Se eae eee 60.72 

Saint Luke’s Home of Aged Women .................... 86.32 

Hospital ‘Siteess. fond e356 Shee oes en 18.00 

Sundry’ cagit teceipta es: . 5. deel Lolovee bicce fe ge ee ee 54.93 
Disbursements 

sablaries Nos. Vesa Seen les Dale cls Wes SD, eR Ge tee ee $6,773.09 

SUPPER hs a dora bbe sob wawloide b> fC ie ae ae cee ee 994.71 

Repairs. and ‘improvements :j.........«ses0es0. ote eee 765.59 

Interest’: and’ taxes 05.25). CU 3,152.24 

Missions «3s i535 wns = oan d Bee bine edy! Gee ee ee 685.88 

Loan from: banks paid 4 u.ivch eo eer etn Lee 2,050.00 

sundry. cash‘ disbursemnents(”. 05. 2726102 ee eee 120.68 

Cash on hand April: 30th, 19044 \oc.3d. 2 Se ee ee eee 563.03 

$1,505.22 $1,505.22 
Tuttle Fund 
Fast River Savings :Bankji.$:.. i gvee aes eee $1,954.58 
Institutions for Savings of Merchants and Clerks...... 1,695.35 


$3,649.93 


The treasurer and clerk having suggested to the vestry the 
great necessity for a safe deposit box for the preservation of 
deeds and other Church papers, they were authorized to secure 
one for a rental not to exceed ten dollars ($10) a year. 


ADVENT ELECTION 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28th, 1904 


Mr. Robert Sickels was elected a member of the vestry to 
supply the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Chas. W. 
Weston, who moved away from the city. Otherwise the board 
remained unchanged. Messrs. Morrison, McGay and Lester 


*This is merely to show the financial status to date. 
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were appointed delegates to the Diocesan Convention, and 
Messrs. Storer, Kramer and Weeks to the Archdeaconry 
Meeting. 

The ladies of Saint Luke’s, ever active in its interests, held 
a fair in December with profitable results, and the following 
resolution was presented in their honor: “That the vestry re- 
cord a vote of thanks and appreciation to the chairman, the 
officers and to all the workers who by their efforts made the 
church fair so successful, and that the clerk send a copy of this 
resolution to the chairman, Mrs. Major A. White.” The amount 
of the fair proceeds was $1,538.80. 

In October, 1905, the Sunday School was under the direction of 
Mr. J. W. Erskine, a relative of Bishop Scarborough, and his ser- 
vices voluntarily performed as superintendent were so greatly 
appreciated by the vestry, that the gratuitous use of a pew in 
the church by courtesy was extended to him for the occupancy 
of his family. His son served one time, at a small Salary, as 
assistant to the organist. 

The following committee was appointed to attend to the 
publication of “Saint Luke’s Messenger,” the securing of sub- 
scriptions and contributions: Mrs. Bullman, Mrs. Lester, Mrs. 
Peck, Mrs. Yawger, Mrs. White and Mrs. Kramer. It was de- 
cided to eliminate advertisements from the paper, reduce its 
size to four pages, and to issue it twice a month only at a cost 
of about $5.50 for each number. 


A TABLET ON HAMILTON GRANGE 


At a meeting held December tst, 1905, two letters were read 
by the rector—one from the Mary Washington Colonial Chap- 
ter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and another 
from the Washington Heights Chapter of the same society, each 
requesting the privilege of placing a tablet on the “Grange” in 
memory of Alexander Hamilton. 

After discussion it was resolved, “That the vestry of Saint 
Luke’s Church appreciates the interest these societies have taken 
in this matter but regrets that it is unable at the present time 
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to accede to their request.” In the year 1907, the vestry re- 
moved this embargo and granted the privilege to the Washing- 
ton Heights Chapter, D. A. R., of which Mrs. Samuel J. Kramer, 
the wife of a vestryman, was Regent, and many of its members 
were parishioners of Saint Luke’s Church. A record is made in 
the minute book of the ceremony of the unveiling of the tablet 
with a clipping from a newspaper pasted on the page. 

“On April 30th, (1907) the Washington Heights Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution celebrated their 
tenth anniversary in a most impressive manner. 

“On the afternoon of that date a tablet to the memory of 
Alexander Hamilton was placed on one of the pillars of the porch 
of Hamilton Grange, 141st Street and Convent Avenue. The 
Grange was built by Hamilton in 1801, and at the time was 
across the road from its present location near the thirteen 
trees planted by him to commemorate the thirteen original 
states. After his lamentable death in 1804, the Grange passed 
into other hands, and at the time of the building of the new 
Saint Luke’s it belonged to Mr. Amos Cotting. He gave it to 
the Reverend Doctor Tuttle, the rector, for the parish, and it 
was then moved to its present site. The exercises on Tuesday 
were opened by services in the church at three o’clock. The 
Right Reverend Henry C. Potter, Bishop of New York, made an 
eloquent and fitting address. At the altar and assisting at the 
services were the rector of the church, Reverend John T. Patey, 
Ph.D., and the chaplain of the Chapter, the Reverend Milo H. 
Gates. Appropriate music was rendered by the choir, and pa- 
triotic hymns were sung by the congregation. The large beauti- 
ful blue silk banner of the Chapter, heavily embroidered in white. 
was carried down the aisle to the stirring music of the hymn 
‘Brightly Gleams Our Banner,’ when all present adjourned to 
the grounds of the Grange where Mrs. Samuel J. Kramer, the 
Regent of the chapter, presented the tablet to Saint Luke’s, and 
the rector accepted it for the parish. Miss Gertrude Storer of 
the Society of the Children of the American Revolution un- 
veiled the tablet; Judge Worcester made an address and Bishop 
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Potter pronounced the benediction. Besides the Chapter mem- 
bers a large gathering of friends and members of patriotic so- 
cieties attended. With the beautiful flag of our country decor- 
ating both church and Grange, and floating in the breeze, and 
the large number of people on the grounds and Convent Avenue, 
it was indeed a grand and impressive sight. 

“At the close of the presentation a reception was held in the 
Grange to specially invited guests. They were received and 
made welcome by Mrs. Kramer and the other officers of the 
Chapter. An elaborate collation was served by Mazzetti. Red 
roses and a lavish use of the national colors were the decora- 
tions in the interior of the Grange.” 


ADVENT ELECTION 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER oth, 1905 


Charles Henry Tuttle, grandson of the former rector, Rev- 
erend Doctor Tuttle, was elected on the vestry to supply the 
vacancy made by the retirement of Mr. Wilbur F. Rockwell, the 
junior warden, and Mr. William F. Weeks, senior member of the 
vestry, was advanced to fill the office of warden. Mr. Rockwell 
likewise served the church as its treasurer from 1897 to 1903, and 
much regret was expressed on account of his removal out of 
town. A letter of appreciation of his long and valued services 
was drawn up by the rector, signed by every member of the 
vestry and forwarded to him by mail. Mr. Mortimer Fargo 
also found it expedient to resign, and Mr. McRoy O’Loughlin 
was chosen to fill his place. Mr. Isaac McGay continued in 
the office of treasurer but requested an assistant, and Mr. 
Stanley Holcome Molleson was elected for that purpose. Messrs. 
Morrison, McGay and Lester were appointed delegates to the 
Diocesan Convention. 

Again Mrs. Major A. White and her assistants are accorded a 
vote of thanks for the excellent work accomplished in the man- 
agement of the church fair held on December 7th and 8th, 1905. 
The treasurer in his fiscal report of April 30th credits the ladies 
with $1,779.76. 
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A committee from the Woman’s Guild, composed of Mrs. 
White and Mrs. Kramer, waited on the vestry relative to the 
dissatisfaction of the members of the Guild with the services of 
the sexton, Thomas Brennan. After discussion of various com- 
plaints a committee was appointed, comprising Messrs. Mor- 
rison, Tuttle and O’Loughlin with full power to investigate said 
charges, to have the work of the sexton under their supervision 
and to do what in their judgment seems best for the interests 
of the Church. At the following meeting in March, 1906, the 
committee reported the sexton’s resignation, and the engage- 
ment of Frank B. Tallman from March 1st at a salary of $70 
per month. His duties to be such as are usually performed by 
a sexton, including the physical care of the building and per- 
sonal property contained therein—the property of the corpora- 
tion. The removal of snow from the sidewalks to be under his 
direction and to be paid for by the vestry in addition to his 
salary. Necessary supplies for the performance of his duties 
to be furnished by the vestry through the chairman of the 
committee on repairs and supplies. 

At the December meeting, 1905, the rector announced to the 
vestry that by the courtesy of the managers of Saint Luke’s 
Home for Aged Women, the nomination to occupy the room 
endowed by the late Reverend Doctor Isaac H. Tuttle, in 
memory of his wife, will be hereafter vested in Saint Luke’s 
Church. After the lapse of twenty years, however, this right 
expired, when in 1921, Mrs. J. Jarrett Blodgett, who had been 
president of the board of managers for seventeen years, extended 
the endowment in perpetuity by a payment of $8,000 to the trus- 
tees of the institution. She was influenced by the fact that 
Doctor Tuttle was the founder of the “Home.” She vested the 
right in Saint Luke’s Church to nominate the candidate for the 
room. 


ANOTHER EFFORT TO REDUCE THE MORTGAGE 


In March, 1906, the following is recorded: 
“There being at this time a widespread interest in our parish, 
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relative to reducing our burdensome debt, and believing an 
earnest effort should be made with that end in view, a plan 
brought before the vestry by Mr. Tuttle was adopted and on 
motion a committee composed of Messrs. Tuttle, Morrison, 
Weeks, Storer, White, O’Loughlin and Lester, was appointed 
to put in operation said plan to raise funds during the coming 
summer. This committee was given power to add to its mem- 
bers and to modify or enlarge the scope of work as discussed.” 


At a meeting in April, 1906, the matter was resumed: 


“Relative to the plan decided upon at the last meeting for the 
reduction of the mortgage debt, it was moved and carried that 
Mr. Tuttle order 6,500 ‘stones’ at once and that the members 
of the vestry personally provide funds to pay for same, but 
that in view of the great work necessary to bring the plan be- 
fore the people the committee may at its discretion postpone 
action until a more favorable time.” Mr. Tuttle did not persist 
in his proposition—he instinctly felt conditions in the parish 
were not ripe for an active effort to reduce the mortgage debt. 
So he abandoned the idea, and the so-called “stones,” which were 
to be small cardboard boxes painted to look like the red sand- 
stone of the church, were not even purchased. 

The action of the vestry which immediately followed Mr. 
Tuttle’s suggestion proves that the general opinion favored 
concentration on the deficit in the treasury, especially as Easter 
was near and a large offering requisite for current expenses. 

“It was moved and carried that Mr. Morrison be authorized 
to secure twenty subscriptions of twenty-five dollars each to 
apply on the expected deficiency between now and October tst.” 
However Mr. Tuttle’s proposed project was not wholly abortive. 
It drew attention to the church debt, awakening interest, and 
in some of the parish organizations it bore fruit. 

Meanwhile sorrow thrust its presence in the midst of the 
vestry’s activities. 
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THE DEATH OF ROBERT SICKELS 


“Whereas Mr. Robert Sickels, one of our vestrymen, departed 
this life on April 11th, 1906, we, the rector, wardens and vestry- 
men of Saint Luke’s Church, New York City, desire to place on 
record our deserved appreciation of his character and work and 
our keen sense of the loss sustained by our parish. 

At the time of his death Mr. Sickels was president of both 
the Sickels and Nutting Company, New York, and the Sickels, 
Preston and Nutting Company of Davenport, Iowa. He was 
also one of the Board of Governors of the Hardware Club and 
president of the Hardware Board of Trade, New York. The 
Trade Journals, his business associates and others bear abun- 
dant and emphatic testimony to his upright business career, his 
unvarying and dignified courtesy, his consideration for others, 
and his practical aid and gentleness to his employees. He was 
indeed a gentleman and merchant of the old school. And not 
only in business and social life was he worthy of honor, but he 
was a devout man and the basis of his life was his religious 
character. He was one who feared God and served man. He 
was a loyal son of the Church, and at a comparatively early 
age devoted himself to its interests. In early manhood he be- 
came a vestryman of the parish church at Albion, N. Y., the 
place of his birth, and later a vestryman of the Cathedral at 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Owing to a severe and protracted disease he was unable to 
his great sorrow to attend regularly the vestry meetings, but 
his heart was with us and his prayers were for us. His deeds 
of charity were numerous and large and were only made known 
when concealment was impossible. He bore his long affliction 
with Christian fortitude and patience. ‘He being dead yet 
speaketh.’ We mourn the loss of a Christian gentleman, a 
devoted churchman and a faithful friend. To his wife and 
daughter we hereby express our heartfelt sympathy and request 
the clerk to forward to them a copy of this resolution.” 
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THE FIRST CONTRIBUTION TO THE TUTTLE FUND 


Through the applied and practical energy of the vestry and 
organizations of the Church, the year 1906 proved financially 
fruitful. The Easter offering amounted to $2,292.77, owing to 
the efforts of Mr. White and Mr. O’Loughlin to solicit personal 
pledges, the Sunday School adding $90.00 to it, and a friend 
$50.00. The fair in December raised $1,602.84 towards current 
expenses; the rector gave a lecture realizing $35; the Young 
People’s Association, an organization which flourished during 
Doctor Patey’s rectorship, gave an entertainment with a profit 
of $110.66 which they wished applied to the Church apportion- 
ment, and the Social Committee, headed by Mrs. Major A. 
White, improvised a minstrel show in June which proved pop- 
ular, netting $253. Agreeable to the request of Mrs. White and 
the Social Committee, this money was deposited to the credit 
of the Tuttle fund. A couple of years later, when the Reverend 
Mr. Oldham became rector, a lot in Thomasville, Ga., belonging 
to the estate of Doctor Tuttle was sold for $400 and the money 
added to the Tuttle fund towards the mortgage debt. 

Even though the year 1906 was successful pecuniarily the 
vestry used the Tuttle fund as collateral security and borrowed 
$3,000 on it, chiefly to pay the interest on the mortgage. To 
show how liberal Saint Luke’s attitude was to outside objects, 
the following is recited: 


MISSIONARY DISBURSEMENTS 


Reeeneupland yCrorsotienveany ie cfc Mc ohelk wkend wae akes $ 90.00 
UL are bine wrk is ine renee Ne ta ONIN AL Pi aR 37.50 
Beem aN ISIONS Meet, ait nay evn Oe ai MM yrte ARG Saha Lt 18.50 
Beeraaas TCE NE NS UC ONL ely ee Tira Wutid Nita BAU ht pilus 200.00 
Bishop Nicholas Relief Fund, San Francisco ....................... 234.00 
a NAL US TAS A CESH DE a ACARD AAS EO ge ON Ge) TUR AE 95.27 
saint Luke’s Home for Aged Women ........................0.00.. 100.00 
eee nur. Glore vob und rey aa cs Ji dk Te ee a 56.81 
Beaeerey and .OrphaneHimd sc mien. Nib Cea NN ees af 14.64 
Hospital S. & S. Association ........... Patvilie oe tes DeRteL Rsv mean, write UN o04 31.68 
SPU USINE Gs eautionr nse Pal CA NG ee hia LI Nal rea 28.15 
PASI SCOTS 9 Spa's 12 A a ac RO RC a 50.55 
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STEREOPTICON: LECTURES «BV PEt stuR Gali 


In connection with the work of the Young People’s Associa- 
tion, the rector gave a series of illustrated lectures on foreign 
travels. He began in 1905 with Egypt, and in 1906 he took his 
interested listeners all through the Holy Lands. His subjects 
in 1907 were Oxford and Cambridge, and they were the last, 
on account of his failing health. 

These lectures were free to all, a voluntary collection being 
made after every one, for the benefit of some Church need. 
One time it was the Church debt, another occasion for the pur- 
chase of a name board outside the Church, a contribution for 
“The Messenger,” the Church Apportionment, etc. This Asso- 
ciation regarded Doctor Patey as one of them, his advice being 
sought before action was decided upon, and every member rev- 
ered and loved him. 


ADVENT ELECTION 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3rd, 1906 


The vacancy in the vestry caused by the death of Mr. Robert 
Sickels, was filled by the election of Mr. Robert Thedford. The 
reading of the treasurer’s statement for the current meeting was 
dispensed with on account of illness having prevented him from 
preparing one, and Mr. Morrison was authorized to sign all 
checks for the corporation until further notice. 

The music committee having contracted bills amounting to 
$78.40 for changes in the choir as embodied in reports dated 
Dec. 12-06 and Feb. 7-07, and for salary account an increase of 
$160 per annum, it was moved and carried these bills be paid 
by the treasurer; that the annual appropriation be increased to a 
sum not to exceed $250, and that the reports submitted be placed 
on file. The salary of the new sexton, Frank B. Tallman, was 
increased from $840 to $1,000 per annum from March first, and a 
letter of appreciation for his excellent work was sent to him by 
the clerk. , 

The delegates for the convention and archdeaconry. were 
Messrs. Morrison, Thedford and Tuttle. 
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INEQUALITY IN PEW RENTALS 


At a meeting held March 4th, 1907, “the attention of the vestry 
was called by several vestrymen present, to the great inequality 
in the rentals paid for equally desirable pews, which was thought 
to be an injustice to new members and a cause for dissatisfac- 
tion. A member of the pew committee stated that it was a 
delicate matter for him to ask a friend to pay for an adjoining 
pew, a larger rental than he himself was paying, and that an 
effort should be made to harmonize the schedule as far as pos- 
sible with the prevailing prices.” 

It was decided that the pew committee, with the addition of 
Messrs. White and O’Loughlin, hold a conference after Easter to 
revise the schedule and report the result to the vestry. They 
reported in May and the schedule of prices recommended was 
adopted to take effect October ist, 1907. Before October ar- 
rived an explanatory letter signed by the rector and special 
committee, was sent to all pew holders affected by the new rates, 
and to all others interested a schedule regulating the prices as 
adopted by the vestry. : 

Mr. Charles H. Tuttle was appointed to take charge of the 
weekly envelope subscriptions as treasurer, with power to 
appoint an assistant. Notice was given that the fire insurance 
policies on the church building, the furniture and organ would 
expire in May and June, and Mr. Lester and Mr. White were 


requested to have renewals made at the same amounts of three 
years before. 


THE DEATH OF ISAAC McGAY 


The following resolutions are recorded in the minutes of May 
oth, 1907: : 

“Whereas it has pleased Almighty God in wise providence to 
take from our midst our fellow vestryman and treasurer of 
Saint Luke’s Church, Mr. Isaac McGay, who departed this life 
on the 3rd day of May, 1907, Be it Resolved: That we express 
our keen sense of the loss thus sustained by Saint Luke’s Parish 
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and ourselves, but we believe that our loss is his gain, for he 
passed away ‘in the Communion of the Catholic Church; in the 
confidence of a certain faith and in the comfort of a reasonable 
religious and holy hope.’ He was a devout Churchman, a loving 
husband and father, a true friend, a public spirited citizen and 
faithful to every trust. In his business calling he deserved res- 
pect both for his rare expert ability and for his complete re- 
liability and faithfulness. As the treasurer of Saint Luke’s 
Church he was loyal to his trust and cheerfully performed its 
duties and met its obligations. He loved his parish church and 
when enfeebled by suffering, even to the last, he sought the 
interests and longed for its welfare. To him we may fittingly 
apply the words “of honest report and goodly character.” 

We tender to his bereaved wife and children our heartfelt 
sympathy in this their great sorrow and pray that God according 
to His gracious promise may be a “Father to the fatherless and 
a Husband to the widow.” 


TWO CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE TUTTLE FUND 


In the May issue of “The Messenger,” 1907, the treasurer of 
the Ladies’ Aid Society, Mrs. J. Hamilton Morrison, reported 
the following notice: 


“A movement has been started by some of the members of 
Saint Luke’s Guild to raise a sum of money to be applied towards 
the fund for the payment of the Church Debt. As there are many 
calls upon us in many directions it is proposed that this money 
be raised by giving of our time and of our work. To many of us, 
there are ways open to earn something during the coming six 
months, and it is hoped that the women in the parish will be 
sufficiently interested to help in promoting this effort. If every 
one will do so, there will be a goodly offering to present by 
Dec. Ist, the first Sunday in Advent. 


(Signed) M. W. Morrison, Treas.” 
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The October “Messenger” has the following: 


“The Ladies’ Aid Society is individually making an especial 
effort to raise an offering to be devoted to the Church debt. Many 
members have taken orders whch they have executed during the 
summer. One of the members has offered to make plum pud- 
dings for sale at exchange prices. Any of the congregation 
desiring puddings will kindly leave orders at once with Mrs. 
A. M. Spalding, 419 West 145th Street.” 

On Advent Sunday, Dec. Ist, 1907, Mrs. Morrison, the treas- 
urer of the fund, placed an envelope in the offertory plate, con- 
taining ninety dollars, which the ladies had earned. 

This same year, the Young People’s Association, Mr. George 
Chew Aikins, president, contributed seventy dollars to the 
Church debt through their treasurer of the Annual Entertain- 
ment Committee, Miss Nora O’Loughlin. 


ADVENT ELECTION 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2nd, 1907 


Mr. Jacob Hoehn, Jr., was elected to the vacancy in the vestry, 
and Mr. William C. Lester was voted treasurer. Dr. John Hudson 
Storer was chosen to fill the office of clerk from which Mr. Lester 
resigned to become treasurer. Mrs. William C. Lester and Mrs. 
Fred I. Simpson were accorded a vote of thanks “for the beautiful 
and useful additions to the Sunday School room.” Mrs. Lester’s 
interest in the Sunday School was a very earnest one, and it was her 
initiative which evolved a graded system of kindergarten, primary, 
intermediate and main school. By her request her mother, Mrs. 
John Pennington, presented an organ to the kindergarten department, 
which it very much needed. Mr. Lester served as superintendent 
several years but on account of an illness he resigned, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to secure a successor. Mr. Charles H. Tuttle 
was approached in reference to the office, which upon deliberation 
he accepted, resigning the charge as treasurer of the weekly envelope 
subscriptions, to which duty Mr. Jacob Hoehn was assigned. 
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To help toward supplies for the Sunday School in the way of text 
books, stationery, printing, etc., the vestry voted $50.00, but the 
new superintendent informed the treasurer it would not be needed 
as he had planned a concert to raise a large sum of money for the 
benefit of the school. Part of the proceeds, $90.00, he gave into 
the custody of the treasurer who was collecting funds for Sunday 
School physical improvements on a large scale. 


REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS 











Recetpts—Subscriptions Disbursements 
Mrs. W. H. Wallace ......... $5.00 O. Lustig, painting and re-fin- 
Missy Tadd vies te rue ath iy 5.00 ishing contract’ 2,0.’ yee. $369.05 
Robertthedford7in..2o2. ah 25.00 John Kennedy, re-finishing and 
Jai Fant DLOLT ISON ee ate 25.00 repairing gas fixtures .... 33.08 
Jacob ‘Hoehne ee 25.00 Richardson & Dott, oak chair, 
Miss enter shot ats Gale 25.00 rail ahd trimy ene 35.38 
DAEs FILO tOrenreieG Ler eae 35.00 N. Y. Moulding & Mfg. Co., 
Mrs. John Pennington ....... 50.00 mouldings 42) ean 27.98 
Mr. McR. O’Loughlin ........ 75.00 Frank Vahlen, carpenter ...... jLSe 
Major: A> White <2, Oa 75.00 J. R. Palmenberg’s Sons, brass 
Wir iG Lebster notoriety he 75.00 poles and clothes hangers.. 14.88 
Chas. H. Tuttle, from concert... 90.00 McCabe Hanger Mfg. Co., iron 
Mrs. M. A. White, proceeds 1st tubes and trolleys for plat- 
Gake salen ee ieee 38.10 form’curtain {09 ae SZ.a0 
Mrs. M. A. White, proceeds 2nd Chesbro, Whitman Co., plat- 
Cake sales ee Pi ws, 34.12 form jhorsessi.0 eu nee 14.95 
—— Andrew Mills & Sons, canvas 
$582.22 cover for platform ....... 17.00 
Floor knobs and pulley ...... 1.29 
H. G. McFadden & Co., candles 
for gas fixtures .......... 4.00 
$582.22 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WM. C. LESTER. 


During the summer of 1907 Mrs. William C. Lester and Mrs. 
Fred I. Simpson ordered built in the Sunday School room at their 
own expense a large partition with sliding glass doors to enclose a 
class-room divided from the main floor. It cost one thousand dollars 
and was erected to the memory of Mr. John Pennington and Mr. 
Robert Sickels. 
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Three vestrymen, Messrs. Lester, White and O’Loughlin, displayed 
special interest in the Sunday School. In June, 1908, by their com- 
bined effort the old wooden benches brought from the Sunday School 
in Hudson Street were displaced by two hundred solid oak chairs 
made especially for class-room work, some having a broad arm at 
the right on which to rest a writing pad and having grooves to hold 
pencil and pen. 

Furthermore, it was their opinion the piano in the assembly room, 
also a relic of the Hudson Street property, was rather antediluvian. 
It should give way to a new S temway Grand, and as a piano of this 
construction is supported on three legs, each man decided he would 
give a leg. On account of its new equipment and redecorations, 
1908 was a banner year for Saint Luke’s Sunday School. 


AN ENLARGED VISITING COMMITTEE 


Saint Luke’s at this time had no parish visitor employed to re- 
lieve the rector, but there was a volunteer visiting committee con- 
nected with the Woman’s Guild. Mr. Tuttle felt the necessities of 
the parish required a much larger committee (for there was a falling 
off in the congregation), comprising both men and women, with 
active sub-committees allotted to various districts of the parish under 
the supervision of the main committee. The vestry adopted the 
suggestion and the parish was exhaustively visited, the effort resulting 
to the advantage of individuals and the Church. This practical 
measure afforded relief to the rector, who was declining in health, 
not from age, but from an organic disease which undermined his 
strength. He was amiable, genial, and made many warm friends. 
There were occasions when the treasury failed to have sufficient 
funds to meet his salary to its full amount, making up the deficiency 
whenever the condition of the finances improved and permitted it. 
Perhaps he realized the gravity of his state of health, and to protect 
the church against possible claim from others, he personally wrote 
a letter requesting Dr. J. H. Storer to witness it, releasing Saint 
Luke’s Church from all claims and demands whatsoever of any sums 
of money that may be due him from Saint Luke’s Church to the 
first day of May, 1907. As his health became more impaired, he 
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sent a letter to the vestry December, 1908, resigning the rectorship, 
stating his inability to perform its duties. Whereupon the following 
resolution was adopted and recorded: 


“Resolved that we decline to accept the resignation of Doctor 
Patey, and while we appreciate his devotion to the welfare of Saint 
Luke’s and the unselfish motive which led him to offer his resigna- 
tion, yet speaking both for ourselves and for the congregation we 
desire that he shall continue as rector.’ As the need was imperative 
for an efficient minister, the Reverend J. Milton Oaksford was noti- 
fied “that after January Ist, 1908, his services may not be required, 
but if he remain his contract may terminate on 30 days’ notice given 
either by the Church or by himself.” At a meeting held May 12th, 
1908, Mr. Oaksford presented his resignation as curate which the 
vestry accepted, voting that his salary be paid till July Ist, 1908. 

It was voted to pay Doctor Patey a salary of $2,000, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to procure a curate, one well qualified to suc- 
ceed if need be to the office of rector. One Sunday in April, 1908, 
the Reverend Mr. Howels was invited to occupy the pulpit of Saint 


Luke’s, and the following Sunday the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham — 


performed a similar service for the congregation. 

An adjourned meeting of the vestry took place Wednesday, May 
20th, 1908, when, “after some discussion it was moved and carried 
that Messrs. White, O'Loughlin and Storer be appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate and recommend to the vestry either Reverend 
Mr. Howels or Reverend Mr. Oldham to be assistant minister.’’ 
Several weeks before, the two wardens and clerk had been appointed 
a committee to interview both of these gentlemen “with regard to 
procuring their services as curate for Saint Luke’s Church.” It 
was found either was available and willing to accept. The Reverend 
Mr. Oldham was acting as curate at Saint Thomas’ Church on Fifth 
Avenue and the rector, Dr. Stires, highly recommended him to the 
committee. Mr. Howels was equally well recommended. Another 
adjourned meeting took place, Monday, May 25th, with the rector 
presiding. Those present were the two wardens, Mr. Morrison and 
Mr. Weeks, and Messrs. Lester, O’Loughlin, Tuttle, Hoehn, Kramer, 
Thedford and Storer, vestrymen. 






Rape 5 ie iin itn, 5 


a 


5 ¥ 
5 eee eee 


SIXTH RECTOR 226 


“Moved and carried that the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, curate 
of Saint Thomas’ Church, be asked to come to Saint Luke’s Church 
as assistant minister for one year at a salary of two thousand dollars 
($2,000 ).” 





The Reverend Mr. Oldham officiated for the first time at Saint 


in the chancel. He attended a special meeting of the vestry at the 
home of the senior warden, June 25th, at which the rector was not 
present. The chief subject under discussion was the organ which 
showed signs of impairment, frequently requiring repair. It needed 
a thorough overhauling but on account of the cost it involved, the 
vestry had postponed the doing of it from time to time. However, 
at this meeting “the committee on supplies and repairs, was author- 
ized to have the organ repaired by the installation of a new action so 
that all the notes will speak promptly, and such other needed repairs, 
at a cost of about five hundred dollars ($500), also to put in a kinetic 
blower and an electric motor of sufficient horsepower to run it.” 

Arrangements regarding engaging a choirmaster was delegated to 
a committee with power, consisting of the regular music committee 
together with Mr. Oldham and Dr. Storer. The church services 
were ordered to be advertised in the “Washington Heights Home 
Topics” for four months at two dollars ($2.00) per week. The 
treasurer was authorized to borrow upon collateral security a sum 
not to exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000) before October 1st 
for church expenses. 

It was moved and carried that Mr. Oldham be given a vacation of 
about three weeks in August. 


A CHOIRMASTER ENGAGED 


In Autumn the first regular meeting of the vestry took place Sep- 
tember 28, with the rector presiding, the assistant being present. The 
treasurer was instructed “to give Mr. Carpenter sufficient money to 
pay all indebtedness to the choir up to October Ist, and thereafter 
to give Mr. De Costa one hundred dollars ($100) per month to 
furnish and train a choir, and Mr. Carpenter one hundred dollars 








Luke’s, as curate on Whitsunday, June 7th, 1908, with the rector — 
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($100) per month for salary as organist.” The repairs and supplies 
committee reported that the organ during the summer had been 
overhauled, repaired and placed in good working order by the in- 
stallation of an electric motor (two horsepower), a kinetic blower and 
a new primary action. The treasurer was instructed to reimburse 
the Reverend Mr. Oldham to the extent of $37.50, being the amount 
paid Reverend Mr. Weir for preaching during a portion of August. 
A meeting was held October 13th, with the rector present. Messrs. 
Morrison, Weeks and Lester were regularly elected delegates to 
the Diocesan Convention, and Messrs. Weeks and Hoehn to the 
Archdeaconry. 

Special services had been arranged by the assistant for the celebra- 
tion of Saint Luke’s Day, and it was agreed to advertise the occasion 
in four daily papers, viz: the Times, Post, Globe and Mail of Oc- 
tober 17th. 

At a meeting held November 19th, 1908, Mr. J. W. Carpenter, 
who for thirty-six years had been organist of Saint Luke’s, presented 
his resignation, which was accepted. “It was voted to make Mr. 
Carpenter organist-emeritus, that he be given six hundred dollars 
($600) per year, but that his present salary be continued till January 
Ist, 1909.’ “The clerk was directed to write Mr. Carpenter thanking 
him for his long and faithful service to Saint Luke’s Church and 
wishing him for the future many years of health and happiness.” 


My dear Mr. Carpenter: 


At a meeting of the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church held November 20, 
1908, your resignation as organist was read and accepted with the most profound 
feelings of regret. 


By a unanimous vote you were then made organist-emeritus at a salary 


ei ($600) six hundred dollars per year from Jan. 1st, 1909, regular salary till 
then. 


I was also requested to convey to you, the vestry’s gratitude and appre- 
ciation for the long and successful services which you have rendered Saint 
Luke’s Church and the wish that you may be blessed with long life, health and 
happiness. 


Very truly yours, 
StS ORB 
Clerk of the Vestry. 
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The resignation of Mr. Percy F. De Costa as choirmaster was 
likewise read and accepted. ‘Mr. Charles Whitney Coombs was 
thereupon regularly appointed organist and choirmaster at a salary 
of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) per year, his services to com- 
mence immediately.” 


SAINT LUKE’S MESSENGER, JANUARY, 1Igo9: 
THE CHOIR 


“Saint Luke’s Church is to be congratulated on securing as its 
organist and choirmaster, Mr. Charles Whitney Coombs. A New 
Englander by birth, he was educated in Germany and spent five years 
in Stuttgart, where he was a pupil of Wilhelm Spiedel (piano) and 
Max Siefrig, director of the Royal Opera, under whom he studied 
harmony and composition. The winters of ’83 and ’84 were spent 
in Italy and the following summer in Switzerland. From "84 to ’86 
he resided in Dresden studying orchestration under John and the 
organ under Jannsen, while the following year was spent in London 
studying English Church music. After completing his studies Mr. 
Coombs returned to Dresden as organist and choirmaster of the 
American Church, where he remained until 1891, when he returned 
to America and took charge of the music at the Church of the Holy 
Communion of this city, at which he continued until June, 1908. 
Although Mr. Coombs received most of his training on the Continent, 
he models his Church music closely upon that of the English Cath- 
edrals. His numerous and varied compositions are too well known 
among the musical people to need comment. Under such able direc- 
tion it is safe to predict for Saint Luke’s, music not only of a quality 
surpassing anything on Washington Heights, but also in course of 
time, second to none in the city. Indeed, despite the fact that Mr. 
Coombs has taken hold at a. very trying season and has scarcely had 
time to get his choir into proper condition, the improvement already 
manifest augurs well for the fulfillment of the prophecy.” 
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GIFT OF A MEMORIAL CROSS 


Advent Sunday was marked by the presentation of a beautiful 
- brass processional cross—the gift of Dr. and Mrs. John H. Storer 
in'memory of their young daughter, Gertrude. The cross was form- 
ally received and blessed by the assistant rector at the early service, 
and was used for the first time at the eleven o’clock service. ‘The 
cross was made from a special design by Messrs. Sawyer and Flintoff, 
and is without doubt one of the very finest in the city. The arms 
are richly ornamented by a lily pattern while the center is a repre- 
sentation of the Agnus Dei. On the back is inscribed “To the Glory 
of God and in loving memory of Gertrude Storer.” 


ADVENT ELECTION 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3oth, 1908 


On account of the serious illness of Mr. William C. Lester, Mr. 
J. Hamilton Morrison was voted to act as treasurer with Mr. Robert 
Thedford as an assistant. Otherwise no change took place in the 
vestry. The rector presided at the meeting and seemed apparently — 
in the same physical condition, no one apprehending his death was 
imminent—the thoughts of the vestry being concentrated on Mr. 
Lester’s sudden attack of typhoid fever. Dr. Storer, the clerk, was 
requested to convey to Mrs. Wm. C. Lester the sympathy of the 
vestry on account of her husband’s illness and express their hope 
for his speedy recovery. A letter was read from Mr. J. W. Car- 
penter, the organist-emeritus, “thanking the vestry for their kindness 
and expression of good will contained in their communication to him.” 
At this meeting the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham was elected asso- 
ciate rector. 


THE DEATH OF THE REVEREND 
JOR ING Dopp ACD Ey oA pb is 


A special meeting of the vestry was held Wednesday, January 
20th, 1909, with the senior warden, Mr. Morrison, presiding. The 
following resolution is recorded: 
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“Whereas it has pleased Almighty God in his wise providence to 
take out of this world the soul of our deceased rector, John Thomas 
Patey, Bachelor of Laws and Doctor of Philosophy, for thirty-four 
years a member of Saint Luke’s Church, having served as vestryman, 
curate, and for the past seventeen years as rector, this being his only 
official Church connection. Therefore we, the wardens and vestry- 
men of Saint Luke’s Church desire to record our deep appreciation 
of his many years of faithful, generous and devoted services. Having 
no relatives in this land of his choice, the Church was to him a 
mother whom he loved as a devoted son, and the members his children 
on whom he bestowed all the affection of his fatherly nature. A 
faithful priest, a staunch churchman, a true friend, a sympathetic 
counsellor, a brave and humble spirit, his loss will be felt as was his 
influence, far beyond the bounds of his parish. 

Now the laborer’s task is o’er; 
Now the battle day is past; 
Now upon the farther shore 
Lands the voyager at last; 


Father, in Thy gracious keeping 
Leave we now, Thy servant sleeping.” 


THE OBSEQUIES 


Doctor Patey died Saturday evening, January 16th, 1909, and 
the funeral services were held in Saint Luke’s Church on Wednes- 
day morning, January 20th. For two days the body had lain in 
state in the chancel, being attended night and day by relays of watch- 
ers from among his friends in the parish. On Wednesday, at eight 
A.M. there was a memorial eucharist which was attended by about 
one hundred and fifty persons, the vestry being present and receiving 
in their corporate capacity. “At ten o’clock was the burial service 
which for dignity, beauty and solemnity has scarcely been surpassed. 
The officiating clergy were the Right Reverend David H. Greer, D.D., 
Bishop of the Diocese, who read the opening sentences and pro- 
nounced the benediction; Bishop Courtney, who read the lesson; 
Archdeacon Nelson, who read the committal service except the com- 
mittal prayer, which was said at the grave, and the associate rector, 
the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, who read the creed and prayers. 
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In addition about fifty clergy of the diocese were present in their 
vestments and occupied the front pews reserved for them. The 
full choir was also in attendance and under the direction of Mr. 
Coombs discharged their duties admirably. The main body of the 
church was filled with former friends and parishioners. At the close 
of the service the body was taken to Woodlawn Cemetery, escorted 
by the vestry and a few friends, and interred in the family plot of 
Dr. John H. Storer, the associate rector reading the committal prayer. 
The day was perfect and at the actual moment of interment the 
sun shone forth with unusual brilliance, being reflected back again 
from myriad points on the snow covered landscape. It seemed indeed, 
as if nature herself were voicing the prayer, “Eternal rest grant him, 
O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him.” 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


On Sunday, January 24th, the services were of a memorial char- 
acter. In the morning the Reverend Doctor Myrick, for many years 
a close friend of Doctor Patey, preached a sermon distinguished 
both for its erudition and its appreciative and sympathetic tone. In 
the evening there were several addresses of a somewhat less formal 
character. Both Archdeacon Nelson and Reverend Doctor Van de 
Water, rector of Saint Andrew’s Church, delivered eloquent eulogies, 
and the Reverend Milo H. Gates, vicar of Intercession Chapel, uttered 
a most stimulating and suggestive appreciation. The attendance was 
large at both services. The addresses of Doctor Gates and Doctor 
Nelson may be read in the appendices. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS BY THE VESTRY 


“To Dr. and Mrs. Storer for providing a resting place for our 
beloved rector, Doctor Patey, in their family plot at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, and also a special vote of thanks to Mrs. Storer for her 
untiring efforts in preparing the church and chancel, and arranging 
the floral decorations for the funeral services.” 

“The thanks of the parish are also extended to the Reverend Milo 
H. Gates, who acted as Master of Ceremonies, the Reverend Hiram 
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H. Hulse, who assisted him, to the organist and choir for their de- 
voted and efficient services, and also to the former sexton and under- 
taker, Mr. Tallman, who so tenderly and carefully took charge of 
the remains of him with whom he had been associated for many 
years.’ A vote of thanks was likewise presented to Dr, and Mrs. 
Holdridge, with whom Doctor Patey resided, “for their care of the 
rector during his last illness.” 

At a special meeting called by the senior warden held on the 
evening of the funeral, Wednesday, January 20th, when the resolu- 
tions on Doctor Patey’s death were recorded, an invitation was 
extended by the vestry to the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, B.D., 
to become the rector of Saint Luke’s Church at a salary of three 
thousand ($3,000). At another special meeting held Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 26th, Mr. Oldham, who was present, verbally responded to the 
invitation. He thanked the vestry for their expression of confidence 
and good will in calling him to become their rector, and in most 
appropriate words he accepted the rectorship upon the conditions 
specified in the call. He further expressed the hope that “we would 
all work together consistently, energetically and steadfastly for the 
Glory of God and the upbuilding of Saint Luke’s Church.” There- 
upon receiving the personal congratulations of all present, the new 
rector took the chair and after his appointment of a committee, 
Messrs. Thedford, Tuttle, White and Storer, to provide ways and 
means for a memorial to Doctor Patey, the meeting adjourned. This 
was the new rector’s first official act. 
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THE NAMES OF THE MEN WHO SERVED ON THE 
VESTRY DURING THE, RECTORSHIP OF THE 
REVEREND JOHN THOMAS PATEY, Ph.D. 


1893 1896-97-98-99 Advent Election 1903 
Alexander L. McDonald No change Major A. White 
Millard Van Blaricom 1900 William J. Kronenbitter 

Wardens Charles W. Weston 1904 
John E. Davis Elected in December Samuel J. Kramer 
Jonathan Sprague Bard John H. Storer, M.D. Robert Sickels 
Charles L. Broadbent 1901 1905 
Foster F. Potter, M.D. Jonathan Sprague Bard William F. Weeks 
Henry B. Bates Senior Warden Junior Warden 
John H. Morrison, Jr. John H. Morrison McRoy O’Loughlin 
Kenyon G. Viele Junior Warden Charles Henry Tuttle 
William F. Weeks Mortimer Fargo 1 

1894 William Christie Lester | Robert Thedford 

Jonathan Sprague Bard 1903 1907 
Jumor Warden John H. Morrison Jacob Hoehn 
James E. Boyd Senior Warden 
Wilbur F. Rockwell Wilbur F. Rockwell 
William C. Lewis Junior Warden 
189 Isaac McGay 


Gen. Ferdinand P. Earl 
William H. Shaw 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The sixth rector was born in Davenport, England, March 31st, 
1845, son of John Ambrose Patey and Elizabeth Mary Freeman. 
He was educated in Plymouth and from there went to the College 
of Richmond, Surrey, and Headingly College, Leeds. Soon after- 
ward he came to this country, when in 1877 he graduated from 
Columbia Law School, being admitted to the New York bar the 
following year, practicing law until his admission to holy orders. 
He obtained the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1899. 

Soon after settling in this country where he was a stranger, he 
joined the order of Masons, becoming a member of Bethel Lodge 
No. 733, where he met Mr. John H. Pulis, a Vestryman of Saint 
Luke’s. At Mr. Pulis’ request he taught a class in the Sunday School, 
becoming later its superintendent, and in 1883, at Easter, he was 
elected to the board of vestrymen. Under Reverend Doctor Tuttle’s 
influence he entered the General Theological Seminary, was ordained 
a priest in 1887, succeeding to the rectorship of Saint Luke’s Church 
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in 1892 at the age of 47. He preached his last sermon from its 
pulpit on Thanksgiving Day, 1908, passing away January 16th, 1909. 
His death was due to Bright’s disease. 

He was past grand chaplain of the New York grand lodge of 
Masons and a member of the Masonic Club. He was also a mem- 
ber of the Sons of St. George, a trustee of Saint Luke’s Home for 
Aged Women, and the Bible and Prayer Book Society. He was 
unmarried and the beneficiaries of his estate were his brother James 
and three married sisters residing in England. 


SEVENTH RECTOR 


GEORGE ASHTON OLDHAM 


(1909-1917) 


His first sermon as rector, Mr. Oldham preached on Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 7th, and on the following Sunday, the 14th, he was formally 
instituted into the office of rector of Saint Luke’s Church by the 
Ven. George F. Nelson, D.D., Archdeacon of New York, acting for 
the Bishop of the diocese. The senior warden, Mr. J. Hamilton 
Morrison, was seated in the chancel near the choir, holding the keys 
of the church prepared to deliver them to Mr. Oldham when the 
ceremony called for the action. A large congregation took part in 
the impressive services set forth by the Church for this purpose and 
listened to the Very Reverend Wilford L. Robbins, D.D., Dean of 
the General Theological Seminary, who, in his sermon on the text, 
“A sower went out to sow his seed,” first pointed out with deep in- 
sight the difficulties and the trials that faced the worker in the 
Master’s vineyard, and then most eloquently portrayed the blessings 
that would come to rector and parish alike through mutual confidence 
and helpfulness. The office of the Holy Communion followed, and 
the rector, as required by the rubric, administered the Sacrament and 
gave the final blessing. 

The young rector (32) overflowing with energy, and zealous for 
the upbuilding of Saint Luke’s Church, promptly introduced reforms 
and suggested needful acquisitions. The staff received first con- 
sideration. The Reverend Livingston Rowe Schuyler, Ph.D., form- 
erly rector of Saint James the Less at Scarsdale, N. Y., but then 
engaged as professor of history in the College of the City of New 
York, was invited to act as assistant, although able to devote but a 
portion of his time to Saint Luke’s; and a parish worker was en- 
gaged at $500 per annum in the person of Miss Ruth Hildreth, who 
was a senior of Saint Faith’s Training School for Deaconesses. In 
May, 1910, her salary was increased to $600. 


[334] 
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With this staff, including the organist, he felt Saint Luke’s would 
be able to cope somewhat adequately with the increasing demands. 
He had a strong conviction that what Saint Luke’s needed most was 
a new organ, and that this was a matter so serious that it could not 
be temporized with. He knew $500 had recently been spent in re- 
pairs to the organ, and to continue to expend much more in trying 
to restore its old mechanism would be, he felt assured, an absolute 
waste of money. 

While opportunity was given the vestry to fully consider this ex- 
pensive acquisition, it was decided to act at once on the urgent 
necessity of an electric lighting system “that would light up the 
entire church,” and to have it installed during the summer months. 
To effect this purpose without delay Messrs. O’Loughlin, Thedford 
and Storer were appointed a committee. This action was taken at 
the February meeting, 1909, when it was also regularly carried “that 
Mrs. Morgan, the occupant of the Hamilton Grange, be notified that 
the church will require the premises next year, and that she vacate 
as soon as her school term is ended.” The committee on supplies 
and repairs was ordered to obtain an estimate for heating the Grange 
from the church plant. This eventful vestry meeting—the first regu- 
lar one presided over by the new rector—terminated with an authority 
to the treasurer to borrow the sum of $4,000 with the “Tuttle Fund” 
as security. 


THE RECTOR’S FIRST EASTER AT SAINT LUKE’S 


The season of Lent was passing away with Easter about to dawn 
and with it a new life for Saint Luke’s. A stirring letter of appeal 
signed by the rector, was printed in the “Messenger” asking for an 
offering greater than the parish had ever given before. The human, 
personal touch awakened many a soul half asleep, with the result 
that it seemed the rector’s hope of great possibilities might be realized. 
Fven the old organ surprised its usual hearers, doing its best—sending 
out its swan song, supposing this Easter might be its last—and the 
choir, not to be outdone, responded with joyful anthems and carols. 
At the meeting held June Ist, 1909, the vestry resolved on the pur- 
chase of a new organ, all based on faith, however, for it was not yet 
known where the money would come from, and the music committee, 
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with added names to its list, was requested to reconnoitre the haunts 
of organ builders and select none but the best. Mr. Coombs, the 
organist, was accorded a cordial vote of thanks, which was unanimous, 
for his generous contribution of $500 towards the new organ fund— 
its first donation and a stimulus for more. 

The committee on Doctor Patey’s memorial reported the decision 
to be a stained glass window, recommending the subject of the “Good 
Shepherd,” and its location the south transept, in the middle of thai 
group of windows. 

Mr. Kronenbitter sent in his resignation from the vestry, and 
the clerk answered with a letter expressive of highest regard and 
regret that he felt compelled to sever his connection of several years’ 
standing. Mr. Walter Stabler was elected to fill out the unexpired 
term until the next regular election. 

It was voted to increase Mr. Rockliff’s (the sexton) salary to 
allow $10 extra for his assistant, and to pay for his new verger’s 
gown. Also, that the charge for opening the church for a wedding 
be $15, of which sum $10 to go to the sexton and $5 to the church, 
but, also, that the rector be allowed to use his discretion in special 
cases regarding the charge. It was resolved that the fiscal year of 
the church be changed to begin November Ist, instead of May Ist, 
as at present. 

The Diocese of Albany* having appealed to the Diocese of New 
York for substantial assistance, by assessing its various churches a 
certain percentage of net receipts, Saint Luke’s was officially notified 
its proportionate share was $400. The vestry considered this amount 
excessive and entered a protest, agreeing finally, however, to pay -: 
annual interest until the full sum of $400 should accrue. 


MECHANICS IN THE CHURCH AND GRANGE 


During the summer of 1909 the alterations and improvements sug- 
gested by the rector were being executed. The interior of the Grange 
was freshly decorated throughout, and the whole exterior painted. 
It was his intention to occupy it as a rectory and have the two small 
adjacent rooms on the north side converted into parish offices—one 
for himself—and the other for the clerical use of the deaconess and 


*At the time of this discussion Mr. Oldham and the vestry little thought that 
one day he would preside over the Diocese of Albany as its Bishop. 
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secretary. Saint Luke’s was very fortunate at this time to benefit by 
the volunteer service of Mrs. R. T. Lassiter, who performed the 
duty of church secretary for nine consecutive years. Every day, 
except Saturday and Sunday, she was faithfully at her post from 
TO a.m. until noon. On one occasion only she was presented with 
an emolument testifying to her valuable services gratuitously rendered. 
It was a check of one hundred dollars from the vestry which she 
immediately returned to the treasurer, saying she preferred her 
work in behalf of the Church to be considered a “labor of love,” but 
a discovery being made that she admired a certain piece of furniture 
that she would like to possess, the check was converted into mahogany 
and the gift accepted. The courtesy of two sittings in the church 
was extended to her and Mr. Lassiter. 

The contract for lighting the entire church with electricity had 
been signed, the rector himself giving particular directions to the 
contractors regarding the work in the chancel, ambulatory, vestry 
and choir rooms. When autumn arrived, and with it the return of 
the general congregation, Saint Luke’s and the rectory received many 
compliments of praise. 

In “Saint Luke’s Messenger” of October, 1900, the rector’s letter 
of greeting contained the following: 7 

“The prospect of the coming year is unusually bright. We start 
with an excellent equipment. In the first place we have a more 
complete and competent staff than ever before. The Reverend Harry 
Leroy Taylor is already somewhat known to you and we feel sure 
he is going to prove of great value to the parish. Miss Hildreth, 
who is also well known, was set apart on October 6th, at a most im- 
pressive service in Grace Church, as a Deaconess, and in that capacity 
she can be even more useful than in the past. With the assistance 
of two such capable and faithful workers, the rector feels sure things 
are going to be accomplished. 

“Another event of importance to the parish—and doubtless the 
most evident of all—is the rehabilitation of the old Hamilton Grange. 
In the Spring the vestry decided that it would be well to restore the 
building to its former use as a rectory and parish house. Accord- 
ingly it has been redecorated and painted from top to bottom, both 
within and without, with most gratifying results. Not only have we 
now a building that is a credit both to the Church and community, 
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but we also have a charming and spacious home rich with its historic 
associations. But beautiful and delightful as it is, its main value will 
not be so much its aesthetic charm as its practical utility. It affords 
a center for parish activities. The rector and curate occupy the 
second floor while the main floor affords offices for each member of 
the staff as well as large, cheery rooms for various guild meetings. 
Of course, it is also a splendid place for social entertainments of 
any character. Indeed, its possibilities of usefulness become more 
apparent every day and the practical advantage of having such a 
center for all parish activities must be evident to all. It has been 
rather a heavy investment which, we feel sure, will prove more than 
justified.” 


The first vestry meeting was called the 8th of October with only 
one absentee—the junior warden who was still out of town. Mr. AF 
Hamilton Morrison rendered a twelve months’ statement of the 
finances up to May Ist, 1909. His action in borrowing $3,500 from 
the Corn Exchange Bank was approved, thus making a total of 
$4,500 owing said bank. Mr. Morrison advised the vestry that he 
found the duties of treasurer somewhat too onerous, and, therefore, 
he would resign as soon as a new treasurer was elected. The rector 
appointed Messrs. Hoehn, Tuttle and Stabler a committee in charge 
of the envelope system. 


ADVENT ELECTION 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER ist, 1909 


Mr. Walter Stabler, who had been elected in June to fill out an 
unexpired term, was regularly re-elected vestryman for a period of 
three years, and was likewise chosen treasurer to succeed Mr. Mor- 
rison, resigned. Messrs. Lester and Storer were elected delegates 
to the Diocesan Convention and Archdeaconry. 

The announcement being made that the sexton, Mr. Charles A. 
Rockliff, intended to resign his position Nov. 8th, 1909, Mr. Joseph 
LaFrance was engaged in his place. 

The rector having stated that in his opinion the pulpit was too 
low and too close to the wall, it was voted to raise it eighteen inches 
and to bring it forward the same distance. This was done according 
to the rector’s wish and paid for by private contribution. 
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THE CANCELLATIONS OF MORTGAGES EXISTING 
ONLY ON PAPER. EXTRACT FROM MINUTES 
OF TRINITY VESTRY NOVEMBER 8, 1909 


“Resolved, that the Standing Committee, with the advice and con- 
sent of the rector, shall have and are hereby given authority to cancel 
any mortgage or mortgages held by this Corporation upon the prop- 
erty of other churches without payment, provided always, that no 
such mortgage shall be cancelled except upon the advice of the counsel 
for the Corporation in each case that it is legal and right to cancel 
and discharge the same. 


(Signed) WILLIAM JAY, Clerk.” 


“Office of the Corporation of Trinity Church, 
No. 187 Fulton Street, cor. Church Street, New York, 


January 14, 1910. 
To the 


Rector, Churchwardens and Vestrymen 

of Saint Luke’s Church, 

Convent Ave. and 141st St., New York City, 
Gentlemen : 


For many years it has been the practice of this Corporation from time to 
time to advance sums of money to other parishes in need of help, which sums 
advanced have been secured by mortgages. These mortgages were taken with 
the purpose of guarding against the diversion of the money to other than 
Church uses through the dissolution of the parish receiving it, or from other 
causes. The conditions have, however, changed. This possible diversion of 
Church property to other than Church uses is now amply guarded against both 
by the Canons of the Diocese, and by the law of the State, and we feel, there- 
fore, that with the exception perhaps of one or two cases requiring special 
consideration, there is no longer any occasion for our continuing to hold these 
mortgages. We send you, herewith, a copy of the resolution adopted by the 
vestry of Trinity Church at a meeting held on November 8th last, and upon 
application from your vestry we shall be happy to confer with you upon the 
question of cancelling the mortgage on your church under the terms of this 
resolution. 

Rector, Churchwardens and Vestrymen of 
Trinity Church in the City of New York, 


(Signed) WILLIAM JAY, Clerk.” 


This communication from Trinity caused no little concern at first 
among the members of the vestry, fearing the existence of possible 
indebtedness, not certain of their financial knowledge of the past, 
until Mr. Tuttle, who acted as counsel for them, explained that the 
mortgages referred to had no more tangibility than myths. 


The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
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“Resolved that the offer of the rector, churchwardens and vestry- 
men of Trinity Church in the City of New York, contained in the 
communication of January 14th, 1910, to cancel without payment, 
the bond heretofore made by the rector, churchwardens and vestry- 
men of Saint Luke’s Church in the City of New York, dated the 
12th day of August, 1892, for the sum of $45,000, together with 
the mortgage securing the same, which mortgage is recorded in 
Liber 16 of Mortgages, page 488, in the office of the Register of the 
City and County of New York, and the mortgage without bond here- 
tofore made by Alexander L. McDonald, John Potts, (Francis Pott) 
and Charles H. Contoit to the said Corporation of Trinity Church, 
which mortgage is for the sum of $16,400, is dated November 2oth, 
1891, and is recorded in Liber 7 of Mortgages, page 363, in the 
office of the Register of the County of New York, and to deliver 
satisfaction pieces of the said mortgages, duly executed by the said 
Corporation of Trinity Church be and it hereby is requested to cancel 
the said bond and both said mortgages without payment, and to 
deliver satisfaction pieces of said mortgages duly executed by the said 
Corporation of Trinity Church; that Dr. John H. Storer, the clerk 
of this vestry, Walter Stabler, Esq., the treasurer of this church, and 
Charles H. Tuttle, vestryman, be and they are hereby appointed a 
committee to arrange the necessary details; and that Walter Stabler, 
Fsq., as such treasurer be and he hereby is authorized and empowered 
to sign and receipt for said bond, mortgages and satisfaction pieces 
and to execute any necessary papers in said connection.” 

In this manner the aforesaid mortgages were cancelled from record, 
and the whole incident permanently closed. 


THE FAIR AND THE NEW ORGAN 


On account of the floating debt a fair seemed an absolute necessity, 
and Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle, who had served as chairman of the 
fairs of 1907 and 1908, asking to be relieved for this year, Mrs. 
Major A. White kindly consented again to take charge. The pro- 
ceeds amounted to $1,867.84, the Sunday School raising $339.00, 
part of the sum total. This amount of money exceeding any yet 
obtained from a fair, was gratefully received by the vestry and applied 
toward current expenses. But the thought uppermost now in the 
minds of Saint Luke’s faithful parishioners was the quandary how 
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to obtain ten or fifteen thousand dollars wherewith to purchase the 


much needed new organ. This seemed a matter altogether insur- 
mountable. 


A CONTRIBUTION OF TEN THOUSAND 


Before reading the notices for the week, at the 11 o’clock service, 
Sunday, Nov. 14th, 1909, Mr. Oldham stated with much feeling 
that shortly before leaving the vestryroom, he had received a letter 
of such great importance to Saint Luke’s Church, that he desired to 
express his deep appreciation and gratitude from the chancel and 
thus spread the good news throughout the parish. 

“This splendid gift,” he continued, “so entirely unexpected, has 
solved in a moment a most difficult problem and insured for us an 
organ that will delight the heart of our gifted organist, Mr. C. Whit- 
ney Coombs, and be a source of rich enjoyment to us all.” 

Mr. Oldham then read the following letter. 


“To the 

Rector, Churchwardens and Vestrymen 
of Saint Luke’s Church, New York. 
Reverend George Ashton Oldham, rector. 
Dear Mr. Oldham: 


It has been our earnest desire for some time past, to be able to present 
to Saint Luke’s Church a substantial memorial that would be of practical value. 
We realize that the most urgent need at the present time is a new organ. An 
effort is now being made to secure funds for that purpose and we believe that 
our proposed gift, far from lessening the general interest, will stimulate it to 
the point of enthusiasm in giving. We are in sympathy with the ambition of 
our able organist, that Saint Luke’s Church should possess an antiphonal 
instrument of the first order, and we believe our proposed memorial will quickly 
achieve what in ordinary course would take several years to accomplish. 

We therefore propose to erect the main instrument complete in every 
detail to cost the sum of ten thousand dollars, leaving the echo organ for general 
subscription. | 

Hoping the cause of Christ will thus be advanced in our midst, we 
remain, 

Faithfully yours, 


(Signed) AGNES L. LESTER, 
GERTRUDE S. SIMPSON. 


In memory of 
John Pennington and Emma Gross Pennington 
father and mother of Agnes L. Lester 
and 
Robert Sickels and Caroline B. Sickels 
father and mother of Gertrude S. Simpson” 
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The rector personally replied by letter as follows: 


“ST, LURES, CHURCH 
West 14l1st Street and Convent Avenue 


New York, Nov. 16, 1909. 
Dear Mrs. Lester and Mrs. Simpson: 


Just a brief line in acknowledgment of your letter of Sunday with its 
most generous offer, which on behalf of the Parish, I accept with profound 
gratitude. You already know my personal feelings on the matter so I shall 
not enlarge upon them further than to say that you have thus met in a most 
adequate fashion Saint Luke’s greatest present need, and in a spirit worthy 
both of givers and gift. 

I earnestly hope, as I believe, that, both for their own sakes and for the 
cause, others may be stimulated by your action to learn something of the blessed- 
ness of giving, which both of you have learned so well. 

May God’s blessing rest upon both givers and gift to the furtherance of 
His cause and the glory of His Name. 


Faithfully your friend and Rector, 
G. ASHTON OLDHAM.” 


This generous action cleared the situation, rendering the appar- 
ently impossible, possible, and individual subscriptions commenced 
to flow into the treasury. 


Rev. G. A. Oldham Richard Burr Samuel R. Taylor 
John H. Morrison John Leshure Wm. C. Crosby 
MacRoy O’Loughlin Harry. LioTavior C. Austin Crane 
Charles H. Tuttle Arthur P. Browning bod WALD 

Major A. White F. C. Nickerson Ruth Sayers 

Walter Stabler P. M. Ayvad Jesse Patterson 

John H. Storer Francis M. Unwin Mrs. Anna White 
Jacob Hoehn W. Pillmont Mrs. E. M. Kellogg 
Arthur B. Spence Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain Mrs. Edward M. Jenks 
Wm. H. Wallace Mrs. Samuel J. Kramer Nora O’Loughlin 


Gove S. Harrington 


Two church collections were likewise made for the object, the 
result being that the fund was oversubscribed, and $1,428.32 voted 
by the vestry of the surplus to pay for improvements mentioned in 
the following resolution under date of October, 1910. 

“It was moved and carried that the expense in connection with 
renovating the choir-room, such as putting in new window, painting 
and electric lighting, also repairing of the choir-stalls in the chancel, 
painting in the chancel, repairing windows and the electric lighting 
of the chancel and ambulatory, be charged to the ‘Organ Fund.’ ” 

In “Saint Luke’s Messenger” of January, 1910, the following is 
recited about the “New Organ.” 
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“The committee in charge of the selection of the new organ has 
been very busy during the past month. Organs of various builders 
have been visited in different parts of the country. The competi- 
tion among the organ builders has been very brisk, and there is no 
question as to the excellence of the instrument which the frm finally 
chosen will build. At first it was hoped that the contract would be let 
by the first of January, but the necessity of giving his time to the 
Christmas music has prevented Mr. Coombs from visiting some or- 
gans which he had promised to inspect. As matters now stand there 
is every prospect that the firm will be selected and the contract let 
before the middle of January, and that the organ will be ready for 
installation during the summer. All may rest assured that the new 
organ of Saint Luke’s will have few that can rival it among the 
churches of the city, and that it will be an instrument in which all 
can take pride.” 

The February “Messenger” published the following : 


“After two months of careful and painstaking -investigation, the 
committee in charge of selecting the builder of Saint Luke’s new 
organ has decided to give the contract to the Austin Organ Company 
of Hartford, Conn. Five specifications from five different organ 
builders were taken into consideration. All of them were of high 
order of merit, and only after inspection of the instruments already 
built by the respective firms for tone, action and reputation for reli- 
ability, and after consultation with leading organists the committee 
was enabled to reach a decision. Organs so far west as Pittsburgh 
and so far south as Maryland were visited and most of the recent 
organs of large size in or near New York were examined. The 
Austin Organ Company has built many fine instruments throughout 
the country, among the more notable ones the organ in All Saints 
Cathedral, Albany, and nearer at hand the large concert organs in 
the Wanamaker Auditorium, and in the ball room of the Hotel Astor. 

“The work of construction will begin at once, and the instrument 
will be installed during the month of August so as to interrupt the 
services as little as possible. The organ will be in three sections. 
The largest portion in the organ loft at the north side of the chancel 
will consist of the Pedal, the Great and the Swell organ. On the 
south side will be placed the Choir organ, while at the front over 
the vestibule will be found the Solo and the Echo organ. The present 
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instrument in Saint Luke’s has suffered from bad placing, a large 
part of the sound being lost or smothered in the organ loft or among 
the chancel arches. To correct this both sections of the Chancel 
organ will be brought well forward so that they overhang the choir- 
stalls. In this way the full volume of tone will be preserved and 
thrown back into the nave from the curved wall of the apse. In the 
Echo organ is to be placed a set of chimes—twenty bronze tubes, 
which produce the effect of church bells. Great care is to be given 
to the proper voicing and placing of the Vox Humana. It will be 
in its own swell box and on a separate cable within the Swell organ, 
thus enabling its position to be changed until the best location is 
found. Organ experts are agreed that the effect of the Vox Humana 
depends largely upon its position, The Austin Organ Company 
scored a triumph in this respect at All Saints Cathedral, Albany, by 
placing it in one of the large pillars. Saint Luke’s new organ will 
compare favorably with the leading church organs of the country, 
many of which have far exceeded it in original cost. 

The Austin Company agreed that if they be allowed the property 
of the old organ, the church being responsible for the building of 
the false roof over the Great organ for protection against leaks, and 
furnishing the necessary foundation for the Solo organ, then their 
contract would call for $12,600, without extras. This agreement was 
arrived at Tuesday, Jan. 25, 1910, and being satisfactory, the com- 
mittee, Messrs. Lester, White and O’Loughlin, was authorized by 
the vestry to sign and close the contract. In the month of May, 
however, the vestry reconsidered the location of the Solo or Anti- 
phonal organ, and ordered the committee to instruct the builders to 
place it, together with the Great organ, in the chancel. The entire 
installation was completed in September and used at a service for 
the first time Sunday morning, the 18th inst., 1910. 

For the pleasure and benefit of Saint Luke’s parishioners and 
friends a series of organ recitals was arranged by Mr. Coombs: 


November 16. Mr. G. Waring Stebbins, organist of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Brooklyn. 

November 22. Mr. Harry Jepson, New Haven, Conn. 

December 1. Prof. Samuel A. Baldwin, organist of City College. 

December 6. Mr. William C. Carl, Director of Guilmant Organ 
School and organist of Old First Church. 











Charles Whitney Coombs, 
Mus. Doc. 


November 19, 1908 
(Present Organist) 








John William Carpenter 


Organist 
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December 15. Mr. Walter C. Gale, organist of Broadway Taber- 
nacle. 


Mr. Robert Scarborough Erskine, who presided at the organ dur- 
ing the summer vacation of Mr. Coombs, was engaged as assistant 
organist from October first, 1910. Mr. Erskine contributed a fine 
element of helpfulness in the musical work of Saint Luke’s. 


DEATH OF THE ORGANIST EMERITUS 


In June, just before the workmen began to take the organ apart 
to remove it, the organist-emeritus, Mr. J. W. Carpenter, then in 
declining health, made a visit to the church, led by a strong impulse 
to play once more his musical favorites on the instrument over which 
he had presided since its installation in Saint Luke’s in 1886. It 
was his last visit for he was stricken the very day the actual work 
of demolition took place, June 26th, his life departing with his old 
friend—the organ. 

Mr. Carpenter was born in 1849 in Cambridge, England, receiving 
his instruction on the organ at Kings College, being an articled pupil 
for five years under Dr. George Garrett. After serving several years 
as organist at Kings College, Cambridge, he came to this country in 
1871. He was called to Saint Luke’s in 1873. The organ of that 
day was destroyed by fire which proved so disastrous to Saint Luke’s 
in January, 1886. Being thoroughly trained in English cathedral 
service, he transmitted to America some of its finest musical tradi- 
tions and ideals. Some well known musicians received their first 
inspiration from him. His thirty-six years of active connection with 
the choir not only left their impress musically upon Saint Luke’s, but 
on the Diocese as well. 

A beautiful engraving of Raphael’s St. Cecilia which he greatly 
cherished, two handsome volumes of Andsley’s monumental work 
on “The Art of Organ Building,” and a collection of other books for 
the use of the choir have been placed in the choir-room by his widow, 
Mrs. Carpenter, and will serve to keep alive his memory in the 
place which he loved so well. He was buried in the plot belonging 
to Saint Luke’s Church at Woodlawn Cemetery, and under the direc- 
tion of the vestry a marble headstone, appropriately inscribed, was 
erected to mark his grave. A memorial service in his honor was 
held on the evening of October 30, 1910, at which some of his com- 
positions were sung. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE NINETIETH 
ANNIVERSARY 


This service in memory of the late organist at which the Reverend 
Claudius M. Roome, a great grandson of one of the founders of 
the parish, delivered the memorial address, was one of the opening 
incidents of a very eventful week for Saint Luke’s. The rector 
struck the key-note at the morning service on October 30, by preach- 
ing an interesting historical sermon, informing the congregation that 
the following Sunday, being November 6th, the actual date in 1820 
when the parish was legally organized, Saint Luke’s would celebrate 
its ninetieth birthday. On Monday evening the vestry held a meeting 
combining business with pleasure socially discussing the best interests 
of the parish. 

Tuesday, Nov. Ist, being All Saints Day, Holy Communion was 
celebrated at the morning service and when the names of the departed 
ones for the year were read aloud by the rector, the whole congrega- 
tion arose and stood in silence. In the evening Dr. Will C. Mac- 
Farlane, organist at Saint Thomas’ Church, and a former choir boy 
of old Saint Luke’s under Mr. Carpenter, delighted a large congrega- 
tion with a beautiful exhibition of the musical possibilities of the 
new organ. It was appropriate that a quondam boy soloist of Saint 
Luke’s in Hudson St. should give the organ recital during Anni- 
versary Week. 

On Wednesday, November 2nd, two social events took place. An 
afternoon tea was given by Mrs. John Hudson Storer in her home, 
30 Edgecombe Ave., at which all parishioners were invited, and the 
men’s dinner was held in the evening in the church rooms at which 
addresses were made by Judge Chas. L. Guy, Congressman William 
S. Bennett, Hon. Francis Lynde Stetson, Mr. Charles H. Tuttle and 
the rector. 

Thursday evening, November 3, in spite of pouring rain and high 
winds, the reception at the rectory was largely attended and was a 
very happy occasion. The storm continued on through the next day, 
but did not prevent a good attendance of children at the parties of 


the Primary and Kindergarten on Friday afternoon. In the evening 


the other children enjoyed an interesting entertainment in the school 
rooms, and the young people gave a successful dance at the rectory. 
The climax of the week was celebrated Sunday, Nov. 6, Anniver- 
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sary Day. At eight A.M. a corporate communion of all the guilds 
took place. At the eleven o’clock service the Right Reverend David 
H. Greer, D.D., Bishop of New York, preached the sermon and 
dedicated both the new organ and the memorial window to Doctor 
Patey, which was unveiled. The dedicatory lesson for the organ 
was read from 1 Chron. 15:16, 28. “David spake to the chief of the 
Levites to appoint their brethern the singers with instruments of 
music, psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding aloud and lifting 
up the voice with joy. And all Israel brought up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the cornet, 
and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries 
and harps.” 

As the prayers were special for use at Saint Luke’s for this 
service and approved by Bishop Greer, some are incorporated 
here. 

“O Lord God, who didst inspire Thy servant David with Thy 
Holy Spirit to sing the songs of Zion, and to play upon the harp, 
accept, we beseech Thee, at our hands, this organ, and grant that, 
when singing Thy praises in the Assembly of the Saints, Thy 
children join their voices to the sacred sounds of the organ, 
the spirit of devotion may grow in them, that they may proclaim 
Thy majesty, exult in Thy glory and rejoice in Thy mercy, with 
all the company of the Angels in heaven and Saints upon earth. 

Forasmuch as Almighty God did mercifully accept the purpose 
of His servant David and Solomon to build His temple at Jerusa- 
lem and hath been graciously pleased in all succeeding ages to 
receive the gifts of those who have willingly offered of their sub- 
stance, and nothing doubting but that He favorably alloweth this 
charitable work of ours in setting apart this organ to His service 
and glory; we therefore, in behalf of this parish accept the offer- 
ing, and dedicate this organ in memory of John Pennington, 
Emma G. Pennington, Robert Sickels and Caroline S. Sickels, 
and to the honor and glory of the Holy and Eternal Trinity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 


DEDICATORY PRAYER FOR THE WINDOW 


“O Eternal God, Saviour of Thy People, by whose firm will 
alone the whole fabric of the world subsists, accept, we beseech 
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Thee, this window to Thy glory and to the sacred memory of 
Thy servant, John Thomas Patey, Priest, now entered into Thy 
clearer presence and higher service. Grant that this monument 
to Thy grace in him be a continual reminder to us, who are still 
in our darker pilgrimage, and lift our gaze more and more to that 
bright realm whither he has gone before; and inspire our hearts 
and stir our wills to such a devotion to Thy service here on earth 
that we finally attain to those unspeakable joys which Thou hast 
prepared for those who love Thee.” 

The evening service at eight ended the Anniversary exercises. 
It was celebrated by a procession through the aisles of the church 
of all the guilds following the clergy and choir, singing “The 
Church’s One Foundation.” Addresses were made by the Rev- 
erend William T. Manning, S.T.D., rector of Trinity Church; the 
Reverend Ernest M. Stires, D.D., rector of Saint Thomas’ 
Church, and the Right Reverend Cortlandt Whitehead, D.D., 
Bishop of Pittsburgh. With the parishes of Trinity and Saint 
Thomas’ the relations of Saint Luke’s have been very close. 
Trinity proved a staunch friend always, especially during early days 
of trial, while the first rector of Saint Luke’s, Doctor Upfold, was 
second rector of Saint Thomas’ and the present rector came from 
its curacy. Bishop Whitehead also had affiliations with old Saint 
Luke’s—he was baptized at its font by the fourth rector, Doctor 
Forbes, and his father served on the vestry from 1840 to 1843. 

The Anniversary thank offering was an interesting feature of 
the occasion, amounting to $2,953.25, and was applied to the cur- 
tailment of the floating debt which was Saint Luke’s constant 
companion. It should be noted that Bishop Greer and Trinity 
Church were contributors to the thank-offering, each giving fifty 
dollars. 


CONTRIBUTORS TO THE THANK OFFERING 


The Sunday School Reverend G. A. Oldham - 
Young People’s Association Mrs. Caroline H. Green 
Brotherhood of Saint Andrew Mrs. C. H. Kitchel 

Trinity Church MacRoy O’Loughlin 
Bishop Greer . Wm. H. Oliver 

J. Brewster Roe Miss Van Riper 

John H. Morrison Miss C. Kitchel 

Charles H. Tuttle Miss Tallston 

Reverend L. R. Schuyler Mrs. H. C. Tuttle 
Oscar Bunke Dr. J. H. Storer 

Wm. C. Lester Walter Stabler 

Miss M. Elizabeth Lester Major A. White 

Mrs. W. H. Kirby Mrs. E. S. Sayer 











SEVENTH RECTOR 349 


Previous to the celebration of the ninetieth anniversary of 
Saint Luke’s Church the rector received these two letters in 
reply to invitations extended by him: 





“Pittsburgh, October, 1910. ha 
My Dear Mr. Oldham: 

As one to the manner born and a member of St. Luke’s Parish since 1843 
(having been baptised by its Rector at that date, now far past), I rejoice in the 
dignified and honorable career which has brought the Parish to the celebration 
of its Ninetieth Anniversary. I congratulate you and your people on its present 
prosperity, and join with you in every bright hope for its future. I am very 
grateful to you for the invitation to take part in the joyful celebration, and 
assure you that my connection with the Parish has ever been and will ever be a 
cause of satisfaction and pride to me. 

With sincere regard, I remain, 


Very faithfully yours, 


CORTLANDT WHITEHEAD, 
Bishop of Pittsburgh.” 






= 
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“Indianapolis, October 24, 1910. 
The Rev. G. Ashton Oldham, Rector, 


St. Luke’s Church, New York. 
Dear Sir: 


Thank you for the kind invitation to attend the celebration. I should 
be very glad to come, but it is not possible to travel East at this time. I have 
ordered a photograph from Rey. C. S. Sargent, who had some copies made of 
my large photograph, which was made the last time my dear father attended 
General Convention—I think in 1862 or 1865. I consider it a very good copy, 
really better than the original, which is fading a little. I hope it will reach you 
in time for your services. 

My father took his seat in the House of Bishops at the Convention held 
in Cincinnati in 1850. In looking through his journal of that date I came across 
this item: 

‘Oct. 7th. Bishops Doane, Whittingham and Ives dined with me at Mr. 
Rufus King’s—the first named was my Assistant Minister when I was Rector 
of Saint Luke’s Church, New York City, and the other two my successors in 
the rectorship—and all four are now Bishops in the Church of God.’ 

My sister of whom I spoke last spring as having been born in Saint 
Luke’s Parsonage October 1, 1827, attended this Convention, and after sixty 
years attended the recent Convention in Cincinnati, which she felt to be a great 
: privilege and rather unusual. Only one other person, I heard, was present who 
: attended both—a Mr. Ross, who was ninety-one years of age and bright and 
happy. 

< Wishing you and the Wardens and Vestrymen all success in your celebra- 
tion and your future work in old Saint Luke’s. 


Sincerely yours, 
EMILY L. UPFOLD.” 





A third letter the rector received from the Right Reverend 
Edward Robert Atwill, Bishop of Western Missouri, after the 
celebration: 
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“Kansas City, Mo., January 7th, 1911. 
Rev. George A. Oldham, 
237 Convent Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Oldham: 


Your very kind letter was duly received with the annual issue of your 
Saint Luke’s Messenger, but I have been, for a long time, ill, and unable to 
attend to my correspondence. 

I was much interested in the account of the anniversary of Saint Luke’s 
and would have been very glad to have written a brief message had I been in 
condition to do so. I was for some time connected with the Parish and began 
my work there as lay visitor and afterward as assistant. I was ordained to the 
Priesthood in old Saint Luke’s. 

Reverend Doctor Tuttle was a lifelong friend of our family, having 
been our rector in Hudson, New York, and afterwards in Saint Luke’s. 

With all good wishes for you and your parish, I remain 


Very sincerely yours, 
E.R. ATWILLS 


THE SUPERINTENDENCY OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


In 1910 Commencement Day took place Sunday, June 8th, in 


the presence of a large congregation comprising scholars, teach- . 


ers, parents and friends. The graduates, twelve in number, were 
addressed by the Reverend William Walter Smith, M.A., M.D., 
Secretary of the Sunday School Commission of the Diocese, and 
the superintendent of the Sunday School of Saint Andrew’s 
Church, this city. Mr. Charles H. Tuttle, who had been in 
charge of Saint Luke’s school since 1907, seemed on this occasion 
in usual health, never expecting when he wrote his letter to the 
school, printed in the “Messenger” of June, that he would resign 
as superintendent in the fall. 


“To my Schoolmates: 


I cannot let this ‘Messenger’ go out without a personal note to you all. 

No superintendent could have had back of him more loyalty, enthusiasm 
and help than you have given me since my first connection with this school 
in November, 1907, and whatever good has been accomplished, has been made 
possible, under God, only by this support and co-operation. 

The faithful band of teachers and officers—some seventy in number— 
would make glad the heart of any superintendent. Our beloved treasurer, 
Mr. Kragel, has been connected with this school as a teacher and officer for 
iwenty-one successive years—nineteen in the present rooms and two in the 
Hamilton Grange before the church was built. Much of the present effici- 
ency of our organization has been due to his planning and unremitting labor. 
Another unique record is that of the head of our Primary Department*— 
the department which through the years has been the standard by which the 


*Mrs. William C. Lester. 
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efficiency of other departments not only in this, but in other schools, has been 
measured. Nor can I refrain from acknowledging the peculiar debt which we 
all owe to Mr. Gabay who has been the inspiration of so many effective move- 
ments among the boys; to Miss Sayer, who has created the Kindergarten; to 
Mrs. Jones, who has held her thirty-five girls to an unrivalled percentage of 
attendance; to Miss Tuthill for the long list of conquests to which she has led 
her followers; and to each and all of my other comrades in arms. And then 
our scholars! Work among them has been a true inspiration and a real joy; 
and its memory will be one of my most prized recollections. In them the 
Saint Luke’s of the present has its brightest ornament and the Saint Luke's 
of the future its best promise. 
Faithfully yours, 


CHARLES H. TUTTLE.” 


In July Mr. Tuttle was obliged to submit to an operation for 
appendicitis and for weeks hovered between life and death. On 
recovery he was advised for the present not to assume any extra 
work than that his profession necessitated, so he sent in his 
resignation to the rector, and was succeeded in the Fal] by Mr. F. 
Granville Munson, who proved a very efficient leader. 


MR. MUNSON’S LETTER 
My dear friends: 


There is never a great Opportunity without a great responsibility, and 
in the new work that I have undertaken in Saint Luke’s parish I feel what a 
future is open to our church in this rapidly growing Washington Heights 
section and how much depends on him who is to have charge, under the super- 
vision of the clergy, of the Church’s chief institution for training its future men 
and women—the Church School. 


First of all, I want to speak of the splendid service which the former 
superintendent, Mr. Charles H. Tuttle, gave the school. In season and out of 
season, early and late, he was working with might and main for its best 
interests. I think that most of you will agree with me when I say that no 
school ever had a more enthusiastic, more capable, or more self-sacrificing 
leader than Mr. Charles H. Tuttle. I know you will miss him, as I shall miss 
him, and now how can we make our school go forward without him as it went 
forward with him? By each and everyone of us doing just a little better than 
we have ever done before, by remembering that if I (speaking of yourself) 
am present every Sunday on time, if I study my lesson at ‘home, if I attend 
the services of the Church each week, if I bring a new scholar, this school of 
Saint Luke’s Church will have a future such as no past has ever been. 


It is your opportunity and my opportunity through the Sunday School to 
carry on the work of this Church founded by the Master Himself, and to be 
a link in that chain which makes our Church “Catholic and Apostolic,” con- 
necting Jesus Christ, our Blessed Lord and Saviour, and the newest and young- 
est member of Saint Luke’s parish. Shall we accept that opportunity ? 


F, GRANVILLE MUNSON. 
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THE NEW SOUNDING BOARD 


As the fund for Doctor Patey’s memorial window was over- 
subscribed (total $661.50) it was debated in the vestry how the 
surplus should be used. Another stained glass window was at 
first considered, to be called “Saint Luke’s Window,” but on ma- 
ture deliberation the rector stated his preference for “an ornate 
sounding board” canopying the pulpit, to replace the old shell- 
like shaped one with a dove painted in the center. This was 
agreed upon and the details left to the rector, resulting in the 
present one of heavy oak containing an electric light overhead if 
needed by the preacher. Though not generally known, the sound- 
ing board, therefore, is another memorial to the former rector. 


THE CHAPEL OF THE INTERCESSION 


While Saint Luke’s was engaged in thought about its new 
organ, a very important event transpired which threatened the 
vitality of its parochial existence. The Church of the Inter- 
cession which had stood for many years on the corner of 158th 
Street and Broadway, having recently become a chapel of Trinity 
Corporation, planned a change of site to 153rd Street and Amster- 
dam Avenue, an encroachment on the boundaries of Saint Luke’s 
parish. The rector called a special meeting of the vestry, Feb- 
ruary 21, 1910, when the following resolutions were adopted: 

“Whereas the Standing Committee of the Diocese of New York 
has given a formal notice of a hearing to all parties affected by 
the proposed removal of the congregation of the Chapel of the In- 
tercession of Trinity Parish, from its present site at 158th Street 
and Broadway to a new site at 153rd Street and Amsterdam 
Avenue; and, Whereas, a committee of this vestry has been duly 
appointed in conjunction with the rector to represent the inter- 
ests of Saint Luke’s Church upon such hearing; and, Whereas, 
the said proposed removal will mean the withdrawal of the 
Church from a territory of rapidly multiplying population and 
very few Church facilities, to a neighborhood comparatively set- 
tled and supplied with numerous churches of various denomina- 
tions; and, 

Whereas, the immediate and urgent need is to the north of the 
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proposed site of the Chapel of the Intercssieon rather than to the 
south, and 


Whereas, the said proposed removal will constitute an un- 


necessary and disadvantageous restriction of the usefulness and 
resources of this parish, inasmuch as 


I. 


The constituency on which Saint Luke’s can draw is limited 
by permanent barriers such as St. Nicholas Park, the College 
of the City of New York, and other public institutions which 
occupy and cut off the territory to the south and east, and by 
the character of the population which is prevailingly and in- 
creasingly Roman Catholic and Jewish. 


Saint Luke’s can well care for more than double its present 
number of communicants (650), has an ample and noble 
building with a seating capacity of about goo, and, with an 
adequate staff, could well minister to all the Episcopalians in 
this vicinity. 

Saint Luke’s needs a much larger constituency to maintain 
its usefulness since 


(A) it has a mortgage debt of $72,000, and a floating debt 
of $4,500—total $76,500, and is without endowment or outside 
support of any kind. 


(B) its income is necessarily derived from a large number 
of small contributions, and despite the utmost economy of 
administration the amount thus raised must annually be aug- 
mented by resort to fairs, concerts, etc. 


(C) its chief hope of reducing its debt lies in the increase 
of its present constituency. 
The proposed relocation of the Chapel of the Intercession 
will not only effectively check such increase but will in all 
probability tend to reduce materially the present constitu- 
ency, since nearly one-third of Saint Luke’s families would 
then be nearer the new Chapel of the Intercession, which 
with a Church edifice and accompanying plant, built and sup- 
ported by Trinity Corporation, could offer vastly more than 
an independent parish and without the corresponding obliga- 
tions or responsibilities on the part of the recipients; and 
Whereas, Saint Luke’s Church represents an outlay of 





354 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


$250,000, has an average Sunday morning attendance (except 
in summer) of about 450 in the church and 425 in the Sunday 
School, and there is throughout the parish a spirit of unity, 
hope and ambition, much of it of quite recent growth that 
augurs well for the future under favorable auspices, it is 


Resolved, that in the opinion of this vestry, the cause of the 
Kingdom of God and the interests of the community will not be 
advanced by the proposed relocation of the Chapel of the 
Intercession 

And that the present growing interest and ambition in Saint 
Luke’s Parish will be seriously checked thereby to the detriment 
of its future usefulness to the community 

And that the parish look to the authorities of the Diocese and 
especially to the Standing Committee, for the protection of its 
interests, and of its legitimate ambitions for the future, and for 
such actions as will best further the cause of Christ; and it is 
therefore 

Further Resolved, that the aforesaid committee, in conjunction 
with the rector, be and it hereby is authorized and directed to 
submit a certified copy of these Resolutions to the Standing 
Committee, and respectfully to request that the consent of the 
Committee be withheld.” 

(Signed) JOHN H. STORER, 
Clerk of the vestry. 

The undersigned being all the wardens and vestrymen of Saint 
Luke’s Church, hereby approve and adopt the foregoing 
resolutions 


JOHN H. MORRISON MAJOR A. WHITE 
WILLIAM F. WEEKS McROY O’LOUGHLIN 
JOHN H. STORER CHARLES HENRY TUTTLE 
WILLIAM C. LESTER ROBERT THEDFORD 
WALTER STABLER JACOB HOEHN” 

SAMUEL J. KRAMER 


The meeting for the hearing before the Standing Committee of 
the Diocese took place March 3, 1910, when Saint Luke’s com- 
mittee comprising the rector, with Messrs. Tuttle, Stabler and 
Storer met the committee from Trinity Church. Before an offi- 
cial statement of the final discussion had been announced the rec- 
tor of Saint Luke’s was the recipient of a letter from Bishop 
Greer. 
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Diocese of New York, 7 Gramercy Park, 


April 12, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Oldham: 


My attention has just been called to an article which appeared in The 
Tribune this morning, which states in effect that the Standing Committee had 
given its consent for the Bishop to issue his license for the removal of the 
Church of the Intercession to 153rd Street and Amsterdam Avenue. I do 
not know who inspired the article, but it is not correct. As a matter of fact, the 
Standing Committee gave its consent for the Bishop to issue his license for the 
removal of the Church of the Intercession to a place in Trinity Cemetery to be 
selected by the Bishop in conference with the rector of Trinity Church, and the 
probability is that the site selected will be at 155th Street and Broadway, 
about 600 feet from where the Church of the Intercession now stands; and 
assuming that Saint Luke’s does not object to the building of a new church 
for the Intercession, which I understand to be the case, it certainly cannot be 
detrimental to Saint Luke’s to have it located 600 feet from its present site; 
and I beg to suggest that it is somewhat premature to make any public state- 
ment in regard to the matter until it has been definitely decided. 


Believe me, very sincerely yours, 
The Reverend G. Ashton Oldham. 


On May 26th the following friendly letter arrived from Doctor 
Manning, rector of Trinity Church, definitely closing the matter, 
and most satisfactorily to the Corporation of Saint Luke’s. 


DAVID H. GREER. 


Trinity Rectory, 27 West 25th St. 


May 26th, 1910. 
My dear Mr. Oldham: 

You will I know be glad to hear that it is definitely settled that the new 
church building necessary for the Chapel of the Intercession is to be at 155th 
Street and Broadway, as I told you I hoped that it could be. 

I recall with pleasure your statement over the telephone which was, if 
my memory is correct, that this solution would eliminate all objection on the 
part of your people and I trust that there may be only the happiest relations 
between your congregation and our own, called as they are to work side by side 
in the same part of the city. 

As a matter of fact this arrangement places the new site of the Inter- 
cession just 600 feet from the old site. 

With kindest regards and every good wish for the largest prosperity of 
your work. 

Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) WILLIAM T. MANNING. 


In “Saint Luke’s Messenger’ the next month, June, the congrega- 
tion was informed of the final decision as to the location of Interces- 
sion Chapel by the following publication: 

“Word has been received from the rector of Trinity Parish stating 
that the new Chapel of the Intercession is to be located at Broadway 
and 155th Street. 

This seems to be a very happy solution of a somewhat complicated 
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problem. This location is perfectly satisfactory to Saint Luke’s and 
all the more so because we feel sure that it will in the end prove to 


_be the best for the Intercession as well as for the whole community. 


In fact we predict that the time will come, if it has not already, when 
our friends of Intercession and Trinity will realize that Saint Luke’s 
has rendered them a real service by pointing to the mistake they were 
about to make. But be that as it may, the matter is settled and we 
are glad. We cannot refrain from expressing our appreciation of 
Doctor Manning’s uniformly courteous and considerate attitude 
throughout the entire discussion. We, also, warmly reciprocate the 
sentiment expressed in his last letter to the rector when he writes 
‘I trust there may be only the happiest relations between your con- 
gregation and our own, called as they are to work side by side in 
the same part of the city.’ 

We trust Saint Luke’s will never fail to do its share—nay more, 
all in its power—to deepen and strengthen the friendly relations 
which we believe to exist between the two parishes. We must never 
forget that we are fellow members of the same great historic com- 
munion, and more than that, fellow members of the Body of Christ.” 


ADVENT ELECTION 1910 


The annual election took place Monday, November 28th, resulting 
with no change in the personnel of the vestry. The treasurer, Mr. 
Walter Stabler, was re-elected for the ensuing year, likewise the 
clerk, Dr. John Hudson Storer. | 


THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 


A proposition having been presented that Saint Luke’s take over 
the Church of the Redeemer and use it as a mission chapel, occa- 
sioned considerable discussion in the vestry. F inally a motion, regu- 
larly carried, calling for a committee for the purpose of considering 
its advisability, Messrs. Stabler, White, Tuttle and Dr. Storer were 
appointed by the chair. At a meeting held December 8th, the fol- 
lowing report was stated: 

“The committee would be able to secure a loan of $20,000 on the 
building and grounds of the Church of the Redeemer with the priv- 
ilege of paying off the present encumbrance of $17,000. The com- 
mittee is also able to report that in all probability the Church of 
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the Redeemer would be willing to transfer a deed of the property 
to Saint Luke’s Church, on the condition that Saint Luke’s should 
continue services in said Church of the Redeemer for a reasonable 
length of time, after which if the expense exceeded the receipts there 
would be no objection to Saint Luke’s disposing of the property in 
any way or manner which they saw fit. 

The committee also ascertained that the outstanding indebtedness 
of the Church of the Redeemer at the present time amounts to about 
one thousand dollars, thus leaving about two thousand dollars as 
surplus mortgage money. 

The committee also ascertained that the ground value of the Church 
of the Redeemer, together with the building materials, etc., con- 
tained in the church building to be reasonably worth the sum of 
thirty thousand dollars. 

The committee also ascertained that if Saint Luke’s took over 
the Church of the Redeemer the senior vestryman, Mr. Lawson 
Purdy, would consent to become a member of the vestry of Saint 
Luke’s Church. 

After discussion it was moved and carried that the committee be 
instructed to advise the vestry of the Church of the Redeemer that 
Saint Luke’s Church did not care to assume the responsibility of 
taking over the Church of the Redeemer and conduct it as a Church 
in connection with Saint Luke’s Parish, but in case the vestry of 
the Church of the Redeemer should desire to sell their property, then 
Saint Luke’s Church extended to the congregation of the Church 
of the Redeemer a cordial invitation to unite with them, giving them 
representation in the vestry and providing a special clergyman to 
attend to the needs of the Parish of the Church of the Redeemer.” 

On December 21st the special committee reported again, “that 
they had advised the vestry of the Church of the Redeemer that the 
vestry of Saint Luke’s Church had decided not to accept a deed to 
the property of the Church of the Redeemer and conduct it as a 
mission chapel”; thereupon “the vestry of the Church of the Re- 
deemer declared negotiations at an end.” 


A NOTABLE YEAR 


The year 1911 was signalized by special activity in the various 
organizations connected with the parish, a new one being added to 
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the list called the Men’s Club, which held regular meetings and an 
occasional dinner in the church rooms. These meetings were popular 
and often regaled with an interesting address by some prominent 
speaker. 

A MISSIONARY MERGER 


On Friday afternoon, January 20th, the Woman’s Auxiliary, 
stimulated by the rector’s influence, held an ‘Ecumenical Council” 
of all creeds engaged in missionary work. Its object being to bring 
about a greater unity and, if possible an amalgamation of all the 
societies representing various denominations with a view to placing 
the work on an economically sound basis. Invitations to attend the 
meeting were extended to the Missionary Society of Washington 
Heights Baptist Church, the Saint Nicholas Presbyterian Church, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Hamilton Grange 
Reformed Church, Chapel of the Intercession, the Methodists and 
Our Lady of Lourdes. 

The speakers were Miss Isabella M. Pettus, secretary of the 
Woman’s Baptist Foreign Missionary Society; Mrs. Mary Fiske 
Park, National President of the Women’s Board of Missions of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church; Miss Minerva E. Rogers, Field 
Secretary of the Women’s Board of Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church; Miss Cummins of the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes 
and Mrs. E. Walpole Warren, president, and Miss Margaret A. 
Tomes, secretary of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Diocese of New 
York of the Prot. Epis. Board of Missions. 

All the speakers urged a quick amalgamation of the mission boards, 
and a continuance of the efforts to send and support missionaries 
both abroad, our own Indians and to the Philippines. 


THE CHORAL SOCIETY 


When Mr. Coombs had been organist of Saint Luke’s less than 
a year, he organized a “Thursday Night Singing Class,” with thirty- 
five members. Later on in March, 1910, so many signified a desire 
to join the class, it was reorganized and called Saint Luke’s Choral 
Society. They had made their first attempt at public performance 
with such success they felt encouraged to present some more am- 
bitious production. The result being that two performances were 
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given of Gilbert & Sullivan’s operetta, “H. M. S. Pinafore” on 
Thursday evening, F ebruary 23rd, and Tuesday, the 28th, greatly 
delighting Saint Luke’s parishioners and friends. At another time 
“Mikado” was rendered by the Society. 

A minute in the records under date of F ebruary 16th recites: “It 
was moved and carried that the proceeds of any musical entertain- 
ment given by Mr. Coombs during the ensuing year, be turned over 
to him, such money to cover the expense of producing the enter- 
tainment.” 

During the Lenten season Mr. Coombs arranged two organ re- 
citals—one by Mr. Frank Wright, Mus. Bac., organist of Grace 
Church, Brooklyn, with Miss Mary C. Oates as contralto vocalist ; 
and the second by Mr. Clifford Demarest, organist of the West End 
Presbyterian Church, with Mrs. Martin Schultz, soprano vocalist. 


ALTAR GUILD 


A. large oak cabinet, specially designed by Mrs. John Hudson 
Storer, with sixty-nine compartments to hold vestments and altar 
hangings, was provided and placed in the vestry-room. It was made 
possible by a gift of fifty dollars from the confirmation class, sup- 
plemented by contributions from the vestry and friends, 

A most notable gift was a beautiful set of red hangings from 
Mrs. J. H. Storer as a memorial to her daughter Gertrude, to be 
used on Whitsunday. It consists of: superfrontals for both altars ; 
two stoles; antependium; four book markers; two chalice veils and 
two burses—all of these embroidered with a dove as symbol of the 
Holy Ghost; in addition, Duchess and Rose Point lace to cover 
super-frontals of both altars, and a credence cloth with Cross of 
drawn work, edged with the same lace. Other beautifully embroid- 
ered gifts were given by Miss Mary A. Maher, a silver paten in 
memory of Miss Ballard, and a large brass alms basin, given by 
Mrs. Olmsted in memory of her son. The members of the Guild 
provided two cassocks, three surplices, a complete set of felt covers 
for both altars in the colors of the seasons, prayer books and hymnal 
for the chancel, bible for the vestry-room and a silver baptismal 
bowl for private baptisms. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION 


Revivified with seventy-eight new members, thirty-two having 
been added recently, they gave two performances of a comedy, “A 
Scrap of Paper,” which netted a substantial sum and enabled them 
to buy an upright piano for the parish rooms in the rectory, where 
they held informal dances. They also gave a reception to their 
parents and older members of the parish. During Lent their weekly 
social evenings were devoted to work, the binding of serial stories, 
the cutting out of favorite hymns, prayers, psalms, etc., pasting them 
on cardboard for the use of sick persons in the hospitals. 


THE WOMAN’S GUILD 


This ever active organization signalized the year 1911 by three 
memorable achievements. One of their number, a member much 
beloved, passed away, Mrs. MacRoy O’Loughlin—wife of a vestry- 
man. As a memorial to her a Travelling Library was established 
for circulation among the missions of Alaska, and by the request 
of a missionary there, the collection was made up largely of books 
of fiction. At Easter the Guild distinguished itself by making an 
offering of one thousand dollars, and again at the time of the annual 
fair this year the net proceeds for the first time ran over two thou- 
sand dollars ($2,219.85)—thus establishing a precedent for future 
fairs. Perhaps the efforts of the ladies helped to give this year two 
other distinctions—the largest Easter offering and the cancellation 
of the floating debt. 7 


THE TREASURER’S STATEMENT 
MAY: 14, I911 


“We are now clear of our Floating Debt, and with four or five 
hundred more envelope subscribers we may keep free from another. 
We have received during the last six months through pew rents 
$2,043.37; through envelope offerings $2,323.11; through open offer- 
ings $1,641.59; through the ninetieth anniversary thank-offering 
$2,928.25 ; through Easter offering $6,000.” 
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THE YEAR 1911 MARKED ANOTHER NOTABLE ACT 


It was voted by the vestry May roth to apply $5,000 of the “Tuttle 
Fund” toward the reduction of the principal of the mortgage. ‘This 
fund was established by the will of the Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, 
D.D. The recent sale of some property in Georgia, also the gift of 
Doctor Tuttle, added four hundred to the fund, which after the 
payment of $5,000 left a balance of $1,119.61. The mortgage debt 
originally was $75,000. By the payment of $3,000 left by the will 
of Mr. Alexander Lewis McDonald it was reduced to $72,000, so 
that the $5,000 from the “Tuttle Fund” made it stand at $67,000 
in IQII. 


THE REVEREND MR. TAYLOR LEAVES SAINT LUKE’S 


In the autumn Saint Luke’s was obliged to part with its earnest 
and valued assistant for the past two years. Since his marriage 
during the summer he found it expedient to make other plans so 
he presented his resignation to the vestry Sept. 28th. Meanwhile 
the Reverend Livingston Rowe Schuyler, Ph.D., agreed to assist 
the rector on Sundays, devoting as well a portion of his time during 
the week to parish interests. The vestry assigned pews to Doctor 
Schuyler, the Reverend R. B. Kimber and the Reverend R. R. Clair- 
borne, rector in charge of the Orphan Home and Asylum. 


RESIGNATION OF MR. MAJOR A. WHITE 


Saint Luke’s was likewise obliged to part with the White family 
interested and active parishioners for more than ten years. Mr. 
Major A. White was elected to the vestry Advent, 1903, and Mrs. 
White led various committees of the Women’s Guild and conducted 
five fairs as chairman. In consequence of removal to New Jersey, 
Mr. White felt the necessity of resigning from the vestry. Another 
resignation had been received several months before from Mr. 
Samuel J. Kramer, and Mr. Stanley Holcomb Molleson had been 
elected to fill out his unexpired term. 
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THE DEATH OF MR. ROBERT THEDFORD 


Saint Luke’s received a great shock in the sudden death of Mr. 
Thedford on All Saints Day, November Ist, and the following 
resolution was drafted by the vestry in respect to his memory: 


Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God in His wise providence 
to take out of this world the soul of our deceased brother, Robert 
Thedford, for the past five years (1906) a vestryman of this church, 
Therefore be it 


Resolved, that we, the rector, wardens and vestrymen of Saint 
Luke’s Church, New York, desire to place on record our deep appre- 
ciation of his character and work, and our keen sense of the loss 
sustained, both by ourselves and the entire parish. 


Mr. Thedford entered into the life beyond on the evening of All 
Saints Day, after a very brief illness. A man of humble character, 
warm impulses, generous devotion and strong religious convictions, 
his loss will be felt far beyond the family circle, and particularly in 
Saint Luke’s Church, which for so many years has been his spiritual 
home and to which he was ardently attached. His wise counsel and 
quick sympathy, together with his staunch and loyal support of any 
project making for the welfare of the parish, will be greatly missed. 
Saint Luke’s shares the loss with the bereaved family, to whom we 
extend our heartfelt sympathy and earnest prayers. 

Further resolved, that these resolutions be made a part of the 
minutes and that a copy be ordered engrossed and forwarded to the 
family.” 

The marble parapet in the chancel outlining the ambulatory at the 
rear, having gilt inscriptions pertaining to all the rectors of Saint 
Luke’s, is a memorial to Mr. Thedford erected by his widow. 


ADVENT ELECTION to11 


The annual election took place Monday, December 4th, when Mr. 
Stanley H. Molleson, who had filled an unexpired term, was re- 
elected for two years. Mr. Richard Burr was chosen for the vacancy 
made by Mr. White’s resignation, and Mr. Luman W. Johnson sup- 
plied the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Thedford. Dr. Storer 
was elected to the office of clerk for the ensuing year, and Mr. Stabler 
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to that of treasurer. The wardens remained the same, viz: Mr. J. 
Hamilton Morrison and Mr. William F. Weeks. Messrs. Morrison 
Lester and Johnson were appointed delegates to the Diocesan Con- 
vention. 

At the midnight Christmas Eve Nativity service the Holy Eucharist 
was celebrated—large numbers communing—and Mr. Coombs’ beauti- 
ful cantata “The First Christmas” was rendered by a mixed choir 
of over sixty voices. 


THE CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


Many attempts, it has been observed, were projected during the 
past five years, to interest the parish in the church mortgage debt, 
and four small sums were added to the “Tuttle Fund” obtained from 
entertainments given by the Social Committee and the Young People’s 
Association, a lecture by Doctor Patey and sale of work by the Ladies’ 
Aid Society. Just at this period a general spirit of determination to 
annihilate the burdensome incubus diffused itself throughout the 
parish, and the quick insight of the energetic rector seized the op- 
portunity at the flood. A circular letter of appeal was widely dis- 
tributed in October, 1911, soliciting pledges to “Saint Luke’s Parish 
Auxiliary,” as the rector himself first termed the society, to cover a 
period of ten years. On one page was printed the purpose of the 
Auxiliary, and underneath, the pledges to be cut off and sent to the 
Church treasurer, as follows: 

“The purpose of this Auxiliary is to clear the Mortgage Debt of 
Saint Luke’s Church before the Hundredth Anniversary, November 
6th, 1920. Any person interested in this object may become a member 
of the Auxiliary on the following conditions: 


ids ete MEME rua. «riot has ss helenae $100.00 per annum 
PNG MATE OLDEN tc ery atari aes Slabs eibinae 6 50.00 ” % 
etait ser f neeneeis cork ohn ae as ARH mors ¢ 
SMe EIDE ONLOMDER wets ore hoe ve Cele Rees 10.00 ” ie 
EG ePOPEN NS © Noni) bc gro lgae fa Sintra ag (Ae eR CL 5.00 ” ( 
PACU een Gace ae Riise eas Cash payment of $500.00 or more 


THEVPLEDGE 


“The undersigned believing in the purpose of Saint Luke’s Parish 
Auxiliary desires to be enrolled aS a....ccccccccccscssensersnree member and agrees 
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tO: pay) Pongal per annum until November 6th, 1920, towards the 
liquidation of the Mortgage Debt, unless the object be accomplished 
within that time or circumstances compel withdrawal. 


THE PLAN 


“First payment due on or before F ebruary Ist, 1912, covering the 
year IQII, succeeding annual payments November ist of each year. 
Payments may be made in installments if desired. Checks should 
be made payable to Saint Luke’s Church and forwarded to Walter 
Stabler, Treasurer.” 

The letter of appeal began “Owe No Man Anything,” which were 
the first words of the Epistle for Advent Sunday, and chosen by the 
rector for the text of his sermon on that day. He explained why 
Saint Luke’s had remained unconsecrated for twenty years—adding, 
no matter how magnificent a church may be, it is nothing more than © 
a stately pile of brick and mortar unless sanctified by consecration. 
And so long as a dollar of debt remains upon the structure, it cannot 
be called “The House of God.” In his sermon he particularly em- 
phasized the fact of the great and precious benefits conferred upon 
us by past generations, and how greatly we should show our appre- 
ciation by doing our part in passing down to posterity a consecrated 
church. 

The first response to the appeal was received from the wife of the 
senior warden, Mrs. J. Hamilton Morrison, as a charter member, 
followed by the first patron, Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle. 

In the church “Leaflet” of Sunday, December 31st, 1911, there 
appeared a startling headline— 


“DOWN WITH THE MORTGAGE DEBT” 


“While some very generous responses have been received and 
some from quarters whence they were scarcely expected, there are 
still many whom we confidently expect to hear from who have not 
yet responded. This is due doubtless, either to oversight or to 
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pressure of affairs during the Holiday Season. If such persons will 
now give the matter their prompt attention it will greatly facilitate 
the work. A strong pull and a long pull and a pull all together with 
all our hearts and strength will accomplish the task that is set be- 
fore us.” | 


AN ORGANIZATION MEETING 


After Christmas, just as the rector opined, pledges poured into the 
treasury, and so abundantly, he called a meeting of all the subscribers. 
It took place at the rectory (Hamilton Grange) on the evening of 
January 3rd, 1912. After invoking a blessing on the meeting the 
rector explained its object was to perfect plans and systematize the 
work. He then requested the roll-call and thirty-four members re- 
sponded. Mr. Stabler then read the names of those nominated as 
temporary officers, as follows: 


| ESL Tg aE ae SD Oy a rd The Rector 

Paketry ice-P resident... cet es eek Mr. J. Hamilton Morrison 
CCUG 1CheP TeSICENt hy os oe ceo abs Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle 
responding Secretary 6... ta Mca ds Mr. Theo. S. Rumney, Jr. 
Pecocaingroccretary st a ee hes nk ee Mrs. Fred Irving Simpson 
PTE ASUL Rint wa, Sale ee Cea I) ne. te es Mr. Wm. C. Lester 


These were unanimously elected. On motion of Mr. Stabler a 
committee of three was appointed to draft a constitution and report 
on a change of name from “The Parish Auxiliary’ to one more 
explanatory of the object in view. The words, Centenary, Centennial 
and Consecration were suggested. The rector appointed Mr. Lester, 
Mr. Tuttle and Mrs. Schuyler with Mr. Rumney added as secretary. 
This committee retired to the rector’s study to attend immediately 
to its duties. 

The name reported as the choice of the committee was “Saint 
Luke’s Church Consecration Society.” After considerable discussion 
a vote was taken and the name unanimously adopted. The Constitu- 
tion having been drafted, it was offered for the consideration of the 
meeting by the recording secretary, Mr. Rumney. On motion of 
Mr. Morrison it was unanimously adopted. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 
ARTICLE [| 


Name 


The name of the association shall be “Saint Luke’s Church Con- 
secration Society.” 


ARTICLE II 


Object 


The object of the Society shall be to attain the Consecration of 
the church by the extinguishment of the mortgage debt on or before 
the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of Saint Luke’s 
Parish. 


ARTICLE III 
Membership 


Any person interested in the object of the Society may become a 
member on the following conditions: 


Charter Members: oitccen ee ee ee $100.00 per annum 
Associates Members sal usuicne aca ee 50.00 ” . 
Sustaining, Member Gru): ase ae oo ee ee 25.00 ” 
Contributing Member's, 2245 bac er ee 10.00: ” ah 
AnnnalsMember tangent. ior cee se ete OOF . 
Patron rice. ver. crew lee Cash payment of $500.00 or more 
ARTICLE IV 
Officers 


The officers of the Society shall be a President, a first and second 
Vice-President, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, 
and a Treasurer. The rector of the Parish shall be the President of 
the Society, the officers, with the exception of the President, shall 
be elected at the annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold office 


until their successors are elected. Vacancies may be filled by the 
Executive Board. 
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ARTICLE V 


Committees and Executive Board 


There shall be such Standing Committees, as the President, from 
time to time, may appoint. The Chairmen of such committees, to- 
gether with officers of the Society, shall constitute the Executive 
Board. 


ARTICLE VI 
Meetings 


The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the last Tues- 
day in October. 


Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or by 
a majority of the Executive Board. 


ARTICLE VII 


Amendments 


This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the 
members at any annual or special meeting, provided the proposed 
amendment shall have been stated in the notice of such meeting. 


On motion of Mr. Hoehn the temporary officers were elected to 
hold office according to Article VII of the Constitution. Mr. Stabler 
moved that the next meeting be called for F ebruary 8th, 1912. 

Before the meeting adjourned the rector congratulated the Society 
on its encouraging start with one patron, six charter members, one 
associate, two sustaining, five contributing and seven annual members. 


RESOLUTION 


At a meeting of the vestry held February Ist, 1912, the following 
Resolution was offered by Mr. Tuttle and adopted : 

Resolved, that Saint Luke’s Church Consecration Society, having 
the status of a parish organization, is subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Church Corporation, and that the funds of the Society shall be 
held and used by the Church Corporation only for the purpose of 
securing the extinguishment of the mortgage debt until such ex- 
tinguishment has been achieved, and it is 
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Further Resolved, that the said funds, together with such other 
funds and investments now or hereafter held or received by the 
Church Corporation for the extinguishment of the mortgage debt, 
shall be kept distinct and known as “Sinking Fund,” shall be held 
and invested in the name of the Church Corporation, and shall be 
applied upon the mortgage debt only as shall be directed by the 
Church Corporation; and that all income from the Sinking Fund 
shall be paid into the Sinking Fund and shall not be diverted there- 
from, and it is 

Further Resolved, that the treasurer of Saint Luke’s Church Con- 
secration Society shall be selected from among the wardens and 
vestrymen of the Church Corporation; that all funds of the Society 
not invested shall be deposited by the treasurer in a special account 
in the name of Saint Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church, at as large 
a rate of interest on daily balances as practical, and shall be subject 
to check by him under the title “Special Treasurer.” 

Further Resolved, that there shall be a committee of Saint Luke’s 
Church Consecration Society, consisting of the treasurer of the 
Church Corporation as chairman, the treasurer of the Society and 
the rector of the church, all ex officio and of such members of the 
Society not exceeding three as the president thereof shall annually 
appoint ; that such committee shall be known as the Financial Com- 
mittee and shall be charged with the financial management and the 
investment and reinvestment of the Sinking Fund; that such com- 
mittee shall act only by the concurrent vote of the majority of all 
its members, shall keep minutes of its meetings, and shall report 
from time to time to the Church Corporation and to the Society ; and 
that without the consent of the Church Corporation, the Sinking Fund 
shall not be invested otherwise than in bond and mortgages, or cer- 
tificates of participation in bond and mortgages, guaranteed by some 
reputable title company both as to principal, interest and title, or in 
corporate bonds which are lawful investments for savings banks, 
and it is 

Further Resolved, that the treasurer of the Society shall have 
custody of all papers and securities relating to the Sinking Fund, 
and shall be authorized to hire in the name of the Corporation a safe 
deposit vault for their safe-keeping; that he shall keep appropriate 
books in the name of the Church Corporation and under his title 
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of Special Treasurer ; and that he shall receive and collect all income 
from the said Raine Fund and make such expenditures as may be 
required in its management; and it is 

Further Resolved, that the vestry congratulates the Society on 
its splendid beginning, and pledges to it its hearty support and co- 
operation. 

Further Resolved, that the President of the Society is hereby re- 
quested to communicate to it these resolutions at its next meeting, 
and that the Society is hereby requested to adopt resolutions similar 
in terms to the first five foregoing resolutions. 

On motion duly made and seconded it was 

Resolved, that such moneys now on hand in the Sinking Fund 
and all funds now held by the Church Corporation for the ex- 
tinguishment of the mortgage debt be turned over to Mr. Wil- 
liam C. Lester as Special Treasurer. 


. FIRST MEETING OF THE 
CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


At the first meeting of the Society held February 8th, 1912, 
Mr. Tuttle read the same series of resolutions, defining the legal 
status of the C. C. S., voted on at the last meeting of the vestry, 
and on motion regularly carried, they were unanimously 
approved, and the first five formally adopted by the Society. Mr. 
Lester, the special treasurer, presented his first financial state- 
ment, which showed the total receipts up to and including the 
evening of the meeting, February 8th, to be $2,01 1.50, which to- 
gether with the amount on hand prior to the organization of the 
Society, made a total fund of $3,091.60. 

The President appointed the following committees: 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


The Rector Mr. Charles H. Tuttle 
Mr. Walter Stabler Mr. John P. Leo 
Mr. Wm. C. Lester, as ex officio Mr. George A. Molleson 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Dr. Storer Mr. Hoehn 
Mr. Tuttle Mrs. Morrison 
Mr. Molleson Mrs. Lester 
Mr. Boyle Mrs. Leo 
Mr. Rowe Mrs. Schuyler 
Mr. Morrison Mrs. Tuttle 
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 
Mr. John P. Leo Mrs. Stabler 
Mr. Theo. S. Rumney, Jr. Mrs. Jenks 
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The President then spoke of a proposed change in the form of 
the pledge which would do away with the various objections. 
Mr. Lester then read the new form which is as follows: 


1820 Saint Luxe’s Cuurcu ConsecrATION SocIETY 1920 


Believing in the purpose of this Society to liquidate the Mort- 
gage Debt of Saint Luke’s Church on or before the Hundredth 
Anniversary of the founding of the Parish, I desire to be enrolled 
OS) a ee member and agree to pay the sum Of reeccmcmn 
dollars on or before November ist, 1Q......, to further its aim. 

It is my intention to pay a like amount annually up to and 
including November ist, 1920, unless I notify the Treasurer of 
the Society to the contrary. 


Name soos EES ae ee 

Address .i:.\<'s Ua tas sein eee ee 
Patrons tes oak kee Ue eee cash payment of $500 or more. 
Charter: Meniber, 42); ua 6 an ee $100.00 per annum 
Associate; Member. »'3.0))) 202.42 ge 50.00 ” oy 
sustaining) Mémbet , 13 ibs.) gov a ee 25.00 ” f: 
Contributing Member~o. 7... 3) eee eee LOO ES * 
Annual Member] = 72.0, eo eee SCs” * 


Draw checks to the order of Wm. C. Lester, Special Treasurer. 


Mr. Stabler proposed that a “Certificate of Membership” be 
issued and after discussion the matter was referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee with power to act. The question arose to 
interest the juniors in pledging small amounts and was favorably 
discussed, resulting in a decision to refer the matter to the Mem- 
bership Committee to formulate plans to secure such co- 
operation. Before adjournment it was decided not to hold further 
meetings until after Easter. 

Before Easter arrived however, the vestry lost one of its mem- 
bers by death, Mr. Luman W. Johnson. Although on the board 
only one year, he proved himself a good and promising friend 
of Saint Luke’s. The clerk was directed to write to Mrs. Johnson 
and express to her the sympathy of the vestry, and the loss to 
Saint Luke’s Church in the death of her husband. 

At a regular meeting held May 13th, 1912, the vestry elected 
Mr. Edward Miller Cameron Tower to fill the vacancy until the 
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next annual election, and on account of the resignation of Mr. 
Richard Burr, who had gone to reside in Chicago, Mr. Theodore 
S. Rumney was elected to supply his place on the board. 

At the suggestion of the rector, the Reverend Mr. Lyman W. 
Hewes was unanimously elected curate for one year from June 
Ist, 1912, at a salary of twelve hundred dollars. 

In achievements, the year 1912 was not far behind its predeces- 
sor. The greatest was the founding of the Church Consecration 
Society, then followed the success of the Penny-a-Day-Fund, 
organized by Mrs. Lester for the purpose of paying Saint Luke’s 
missionary apportionment; the third event transpiring on Sun- 
day, March 10, when the largest confirmation class in the history 
of the parish was presented to the Bishop—ninety candidates of 
youth and adults—and the fourth was the erection of the mosaic 
tympanum over the front tower door—its formal unveiling taking 
place after the eleven o’clock service on Whitsunday. 

The “Leaflet” of May 28th recites the following: 


“A BEAUTIFUL THANK-OFFERING” 


One of the most beautiful and significant pieces of ornamen- 
tation Saint Luke’s has, or perhaps ever will have, is the mosaic 
panel just placed above the front tower door. Such panels, 
though familiar enough abroad, are rare in this country—so rare, 
indeed, that if we are correctly informed, this is the first instance 
in this diocese, and one of the few in this country of a piece of 
real mosaic of any consequence on the exterior of a church. This 
is due partly, no doubt, to lack of appreciation of the possibilities 
of this most beautiful and ancient kind of ornamentation, and 
partly to the fact that the architecture of most of our churches 
does not lend itself readily to such treatment. Saint Luke’s 
structure, however, is pecularily adapted to this kind of decora- 
tion. In fact, the bare, unfinished stone above the tower door has 
been making mute though forceful appeal for it for many years, 
and at last the appeal has been answered. The design, though 
simple, is well conceived and executed and its symbolism 
significant. 

The central figure, an Angel, erect and with outstretched 
wings, holds in his two hands a globe or sphere on which appears 
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the Winged Ox, the ancient symbol of our patron Saint. Ona 
flowing scroll inscribed in gold is the name of Saint Luke. The 
coloring is extremely rich, almost brilliant against its background 
of bright gold. Altogether it makes a most beautiful and im- 
posing entrance, unique and yet in perfect taste and thorough 
harmony with its surroundings. The Confirmation class of this 
year presents to Saint Luke’s this exquisite mosaic as a memorial 
Thank-Offering. More fitting memorial could scarcely be con- 
ceived for those who so recently have entered through Confirma- 
tion into full communion with the Church than thus to make 
beautiful and attractive the entrance to its physical structure. 
The Parish accepts it with heartfelt thanks in the hope that it 


May prove an attraction and hospitable welcome to all who 


enter these doors and also set an example and standard for the 
further adornment and enrichment of the House of God. The 
panel has been executed under the personal supervision of Mr. 
Charles Lamb of the firm of J. and R. Lamb of this city, and cost 
one hundred and fifty-five dollars, the class contributing all but 
twenty dollars. 


THE SECOND MEETING OF THE 
CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


A meeting of the C. C. S. was held in the church parlor on 
Wednesday evening, May rst, 1912, with the rector in the chair. 
After the formal opening the treasurer, Mr. Lester, presented 
his statement, which showed total receipts in amount $4,090.71, 
and a membershp of seventy-two. Afterwards thirty-one addi- 
tional pledges were handed to the treasurer, making a total of one 
hundred and three members. 

In his opening remarks, the President (the rector) gave an 
encouraging example of Saint Mark’s Church, Toledo, Ohio, a 
parish hardly able to meet the interest on its debt, but realizing 
the discouraging influence of a mortgaged church, organized as 


' we have, adopted the motto, “for they all had a mind to work,” 


(Neh. 4-6) and ina very short period liquidated the debt in full. 

As it was suggested that every member of the C. C. S. make 
three personal calls before the next meeting, and the matter 
being referred to the membership committee, the chair increased 
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its numbers by the following names: Messrs. Stabler, Rumney, 
Leo, Weeks, Pedersen and Lester. Certificates of membership 
were given to those having completed their first payment. The 
roll call showed an attendance of forty-eight. The business meet- 
ing was followed by one of a social character in charge of Mrs. 
Stabler as chairman of the Social Committee of the Woman’s 
Guild, when refreshments were served. a 


The treasurer’s statement for May tst, IQI2: 


paance om hand February 8th, 1912 0.60.2 .602 0. ceckeco ence. $3,091.60 
Receipts from pledgas and envelopes, Feb. 8th to May Ist, 1912 ...... 730.36 
Interest from Saint Luke’s Church on the “Tuttle Runde Soe ce veee 168.75 
NETS UD EST SL OVE u Sas Ze Ge a ei hy ne a a 100.00 

EIN Bair SIs BIE lia la ea a UR $4,090.71 


\ 


Mr. Stevens was a guest at the Men’s Dinner. His check was in appre- 
ciation of Saint Luke’s effort to consecrate the Church. 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE 


One Patron, Fourteen Charter Members, Four Associate Members, 
Eight Sustaining Members, Thirteen Contributing Members, 
icin wo. Anni) eiMembersy ae. eon Cea yh cl al $2,087.00 


To insure success a membership representing pledges of $5,000.00 per annum 
is necessary. 
WILLIAM C. LESTER, 
May Ist, 1912. Treasurer. 
THIRD MEETING OF THE 
CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


At the third meeting of the C. C. S. held Wednesday, June 5th, 
the treasurer’s statement showed an increase in membership to 
one hundred and forty, representing annual pledges amounting to 
about $2,800.00, and contained the copy of an encouraging letter 
received from Bishop Greer who enclosed his check for one hun- 
dred dollars. The membership committee reported many calls 
having been made and looked for results from their work. Mr. 
Coombs, the organist, reported that the concert given by the 
choir in the Sunday School room for the benefit of the C. C. S. 
had netted seventy dollars to date with prospects of a larger 
amount. The roll was then called and forty-one members re- 
sponded to their names. It was decided not to hold any more 
meetings until October. Light refreshments were served by the 
social Committee, Mrs. Stabler, chairman. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT IN FULL 
May Ist—June 5th, 1912 


“Saint Luke’s Church Consecration Society has enjoyed a 
steady growth. The treasurer’s report of May 1st showed a 
membership of seventy-two, with thirty-one additions on that 
evening. From May Ist to date, June 5th, we have received 
thirty-seven pledges so that our roll now contains one hundred 
and forty names, or nearly double that reported May Ist, 1912. 
These pledges amount to $2,758.00 per annum. We have there- 
fore not only reached the half-way post but have turned home- 
ward and are now facing the goal, although still distant. Our 
Standing is somewhat better than our pledges show, as independ- 
ent gifts, envelope offerings and thank-offerings are in addition 
to the pledged amounts. The greatest cause for encouragement 
during the past month is the letter received from our Bishop as 
follows: 


Diocese of New York, 416 Lafayette Street, 


May 27th, 1912. 
Dear Mr. Lester: 


I am sending herewith check to your order for $100.00 in fulfillment of the 
promise which I made some time ago to Dr. Storer. Will you please endorse 
it over to the proper person. 

Let me also say that I deeply appreciate and endorse the brave effort 
which Saint Luke’s is making to reduce the burden of its debt. Under the 
leadership of its rector it is doing such a good work that it ought to receive a 
generous assistance. It has a great future before it. With best wishes for its 
prosperity, believe me 

Very sincerely yours, 


DAVID H. GREER. 
Mr. William C. Lester, Treasurer. 


J otal receipts as’ reported May ist 1912),,07.) 4... eee ee $4,090.71 
Received) from=May ‘1st to: date wr. pe cot oe ae ee 535.50 
$4,626.21 
In? Savings Banksy ost sac ee Verner ne $1,080.10 
Asivestedd iis iy it eet We noe oa et alias Se eae 2,500.00 
In: Trust, Company (20 yosis wo sue ree Vn oa eas 1,046.11 
$4,626.21 
Our membership consists of the following classes: 
EELS ae, 9 (een Shae vatt a 1 yeustaining eas oeekee 18) Specig i eee 4 
Charterite cic el 14 Contributing ....... 30 
FYSSOCIATON te a stared 5c) Annals vec eae 68 ‘Total yas see 140 
WILLIAM C. LESTER, 
June 5th, 1912. Treasurer. 
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In the October “Messenger” the following was printed: 

“The Church Consecration Society will hold its annual meeting 
in accordance with the constitution on Tuesday evening, the 29th 
of October. This will be a most important meeting at which 
full reports from all the officers will be heard, and officers elected 
and committees appointed for the ensuing year. A social hour 
for the members will be enjoyed after the business meeting.” 

This little notice had its effect and the attendance was larger 
than at prevous meetings. When the Society took up the elec- 
tion of officers Dr. Storer moved that the secretary cast one bal- 
lot for the existing officers. Mrs. Tuttle moved an amendment 
that an assistant be appointed to Mr. Theodore S. Rumney as 
Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Rumney being ill. The amend- 
ment was carried and the original motion acted upon. The rector 
then appointed the various committees, saying he would an- 
nounce later an assistant for Mr. Rumney. The secretary, Mrs. 
Simpson, was requested to write a letter to Mr. Rumney express- 
ing the sympathy and best wishes of the Society. After the 
treasurer rendered his report, it was decided to hold the next 
meeting Friday evening, January 24th, 1913. 

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
Jan. 3rd, 1912—Oct. 29th, 1912 

“Saint Luke’s Church Consecration Society was regularly or- 
ganized January 3rd, 1912, altho as Saint Luke’s Parish Auxiliary 
the movement was started some weeks earlier and a number of 
pledges were signed on December 17th, 1911. In order to com- 
plete ten full payments, inclusive of 1920 (the year we celebrate 
the Hundredth Anniversary of the Founding of the Parish) it 
was necessary to include 1911. The response to the call was en- 
couraging altho it brought the 1911 and 1912 payments within 
twelve months. I am glad to report that quite a number of our 
members who came in some months later, have made the full 
payment, which secures the corner-stone of the building as laid 
out on the certificates. Those who have signed pledges, but have 
not as yet paid the first installment, will receive certificates as 
soon as the first full payment is made. Your treasurer opened his 
accounts on February 7th, 1912, receiving on that day the funds 
paid to Mr. Stabler, Treasurer of Saint Luke’s Church, amount- 
ing to $1,285.00.” 
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$1,285.00 

On July 15th, 1912, Mr. Stabler closed the Savings Banks accounts 

and turned over the following amounts left of the “Tuttle 

Fund.” 
Harlem Savings: Banle iin. ie, mene as 2. voy Cuneta $106.68 
East Rivers Savings | Lnstitution wurst ie cs cee, a ee ee 295.34 
Union “Square? Savings *Bank) Symes), ee ee 717.59 $1,119.61 
From Feb. 7th, 1912, to Oct. 29th, 1912. 
Received from pledges, independent gifts and envelopes .............. 3,339.09 


Interest Account 

From Saint Luke’s Church: interest on $5000.00 taken from the 

Savings Banks accts. (the Tuttle Fund) and used to reduce 

our mortgage from $72,000 to $67,000, the present debt. In- 

terest trom Julyeist, 191)\ tov April isthl912u., oo ee 168.75 
Note—It is the intention of the vestry to continue paying interest 

on this amount in order that the C. C. S. will not miss the 

advantage of interest accruing had the $5,000 remained in the 

Savings Banks. 


Interest on $2,500, paid on account of the purchase of a guaranteed 


mortgage of $3,500, April 10th, 1912 to June 25th, 1912 ...... 26.05 
Interest in the full amount of $3,500, June 25th, 1912 to Sept. Ist, 1912 32.08 
Interest on daily balances, Feb. 7th, 1912 to June 29, LG eee 15.16 

‘Lotal : receipts’) from} all! ‘sources 0) V2702 a ee ee $5,985.74 


Your Finance Committee has purchased a mortgage from the Law- 
yer’s Westchester Mortgage and Title Company, guaranteed - 
as to title, principal and interest, of $3,500 at 5% interest ..... 3,500.00 


Leaving a balance on hand waiting investment and meantime earning 
IMtérest At! GOT Lie cee gate et ae ee ee ar $2,485.74 


THE REVEREND MR. ALBERT W. HIND 


As the Reverend Mr. Lyman W. Howes had presented his 
resignation as curate in October, the Reverend Mr. Hind was 
engaged in his place, at a vestry meeting held November 11th, at 
a Salary of fifteen hundred dollars. The “Messenger” announced 
“We are glad to welcome to our staff the Reverend Albert W. 
Hind who comes to us from the neighboring parish of Saint 
Michaels, where he has had four years years of valuable and 
successful experience. He will devote a large part of his time to 
the Sunday School and work among the boys and young men, 
but we hope he will gradually make the acquaintance of the en- 
tire parish. We bespeak for him that cordial welcome and co- 
operation which is so characteristc a feature of Saint Luke’s.” 
On the resignation of Mr. F. Granville Munson from the super- 
intendency of the Sunday School, the rector placed Mr. Hind in 
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charge. A resolution was enacted at the vestry meeting “that the 
payments of the Church Treasurer to the Sunday School be dis- 
continued, and the Sunday School be allowed to pay its own 
expenses, with the understanding that no extra parochial ex- 
penditure shall be made except with the consent of the rector.” 

At this meeting the absence of Mr. Theodore S. Rumney was 
keenly felt, and the rector was requested to write to him stating 
the regret of the vestry on account of his continued illness and 
wishing him quick restoration to health, expressing the hope that 
he will continue to remain as a member of the vestry—for Mr. 
Rumney had told the rector he thought it was best for him to 
resign. 


CUSHIONS FOR THE PEWS 


The pews made of light ash, always looking bright and cleanly, 
had never been furnished with cushions, and the question having 
been discussed as to the advisability of such a comfortable addition, 
the committee on supplies and repairs was instructed to obtain 
estimates. The report presented by the chairman called for a total 
cost of eleven hundred dollars ($1,100.00), the payments to be made 
as follows: 


$200 on completion of cushions installed. 
$50 monthly until entire amount is paid. 


The committee was empowered to select the color of the 
cushions with the suggestion that further advice be sought as 
to the best shade to harmonize with the church settings. With 
reference to the matter a letter from the vestry was printed in the 
“Messenger.” 


To the Parishioners and Pewholders: 


With the growth of the Parish, the suitable cushioning of all the pews 
has become a necessity. The great majority of the pews are without cushions, 
and to many persons this is a source of discomfort, if not of possible ill- 
health, particularly during the winter months. In the eyes of strangers, the 
presence of cushions in certain pews and their absence in others cannot but 
provoke unfavorable comment, and the lack of uniformity in color and design 
among those provided at individual expense detracts from the beauty and 
dignity of the interior of the church. It should be the earnest concern of the 
Parish to provide for the strangers and the less fortunate as comfortable 
sittings as may be enjoyed by the pewholders and to allow no distinction in 
its hospitality. 


See Ae 
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An opportunity has been presented to your vestry to supply cushions 
in all the pews, of an uniform color and of the best quality, at a total cost of 
$1,100. Thus equipped the sittings in our church would at a remarkably low 
price be furnished as handsomely and as comfortably as any in the city. In 
view of the great need your vestry has felt that in undertaking this expense 
they should have the approval of the parish, and that many of those who now 
occupy pews or sittings would be willing to contribute something to the cost. 
The contract price represents an average cost of nine dollars for a long pew and 
five dollars for a short pew, with a proportionate amount for sittings, and if 
those who worship regularly at Saint Luke’s would give that proportion of the 
total cost, the amount to be provided from the treasury would be greatly reduced. 
This suggestion is in no sense an assessment, but merely an appeal for volun- 
tary contributions, and if the precise proportion seems in any case to be too 
large, a gift in a smaller amount would be gladly received. 


Yours faithfully, 


JOHN H. MORRISON 
WM. F. WEEKS 


DR. JOHN H. STORER 

MWR: SUES ieke 

MacROY O’LOUGHLIN 

JACOB HOEHN 

WALTER STABLER V estrymen 
CHARLES Tw heii 

STANLEY H. MOLLESON 

EDWARD M. C. TOWER 

THEODORE S. RUMNEY 


Wardens 


ADVENT ELECTION DECEMBER oth, 1912 


Balloting made no alteration in the personnel of the vestry 
nor in the officers, and the rector appointed the same men on the 
Standing Committees. Messrs. Morrison, Weeks and Tuttle were 
appointed delegates to the Diocesan Convention, and Messrs. 
Storer, Molleson and Hoehn to the Archdeaconry. 

Announcement having been made of the resignation of the 
sexton, Chas. W. Rockliff, it was voted to continue his salary 
until January Ist, 1913, when his place would be supplied by 
William Markham at a salary of one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
per year. 


NEW MEMORIAL WINDOW 


On Christmas Day, at the ten-thirty service, a new memorial 
window was unveiled, which was executed by Heaton, Butler 
and Bayne of London, England. The window is one of a series 
in the south transept, its subject being “The Good Samaritan.” 
The coloring, while somewhat lighter than “The Good Shepherd” 
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window, is very rich and the whole treatment pleasing and sym- 
pathetic. The figures in the foreground are strongly drawn while 
the Priest and Levite moving away towards the City of Jerusa- 
lem, whose temples and towers appear in the distance, lend a 
delicate suggestiveness to the main thought, “Go and do thou 
likewise,” the text at its base. In smaller letters is the following 
inscription: “T’o the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Madeline Pray, born 1855, died 1912. Erected by her devoted 
brother, James D. Freeman, 1912.” 


THE CONSECRATION COUNCIL 


The “Messenger” of January, 1913, describes the purpose of the 
Consecration Council as follows: 


“This unique assembly to be held in the church on the evening 
of Friday, January 24th, promises to be an extraordinary success. 
About two thousand “Stones” have already been distributed, the 
organization and members of the Parish have taken up the work 
earnestly and it is fully realized that if the Council achieves its 
purpose a long step will have been taken towards the consecration 
of this Church by its Hundredth Anniversary, November 6th, 
1920. Over the Council will preside the Right Reverend David 
H. Greer, Bishop of the Diocese, and invited to be present as the 
guests of the Parish, are the representatives of the various insti- 
tutions which our Church has been instrumental in founding, viz: 
Saint Luke’s Home for Aged Women; The Home for Old Men 
and Aged Couples; The Protestant Episcopal Orphan Asylum, 
and the Church of the Beloved Disciple. Mr. Stephen A. Baker, 
one of the Church’s most prominent laymen, especially in con- 
nection with Diocesan finance, will speak, and Dr. John H. 
Finley, President of the College of the City of New York, has 
expressed his hope to be present. 

The aim of the Council is briefly this: to extinguish our mort- 
gage debt before the Hundredth Anniversary, at least $5,000 
must be raised annually. The present yearly pledges amount 
to $3,000, leaving a deficit of $2,000 for the current year. Toward 
this deficit the Rector is able to announce a gift of $1,000 pro- 
vided the other $1,000 is raised before next November. The 
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amount thus required to secure this gift, if apportioned among 
the “stones” of the church, would represent about fifty cents a 
“stone.” Small boxes, each symbolic of such a “stone” have 
been prepared, and we aim to place them not only throughout 
the Parish but with that larger circle who for one reason or 
another, may be esteemed its friends. On the evening of the 
Council, every person attending is expected in token of sympathy 
with its purpose, to bring one or more of these “stones,” each 
containing as its proportional amount at least fifty cents, and 
these stones will be so erected in the chancel as to emblematize 
the earnest purpose of the Parish to consecrate this Church by 
the Hundredth Anniversary. On the evening of the Council each 
organization will in an attractive way set forth its participation 
in this important work, and our organist has arranged a musical 
program which alone would make the evening a special pleasure. 

Particular prominence will be given the Church School. A 
representative from each class will hang a large red letter for the 
great bar which will be raised in the chancel bearing the motto, 
“Our aim a Consecrated Church,” and a feature will be the pro- 
cession behind the choir of those scholars from each class who 
have worked earnestly to further the plan and who will bear trowels 
and Christmas greens and sashes, representing the Masons Guild 
of the Church School—the Church’s builders and sustainers of the 
future. After the “stones” have been piled in the chancel there will 
be grouped about them representatives from the classes while appro- 
priate hymns are sung. 

When 1920 comes it will be a pleasant memory for all those 
chosen scholars that they have thus helped in starting this im- 
portant movement. Needless to say, every member of the 
Church Consecration Society will be present. An especial re- 
sponsibility rests upon them to make the Council a success, and 
in order that their membership may be known, badges will be 
distributed some days in advance. Let the occasion, therefore, be 
a sort of Rally Day for the Parish, and one to which we invite 
our friends to hear the Bishop and to help raise high the pile of 
mortgage lifting “stones.” Many people who have never been in 
Saint Luke’s will gladly come to the Council and bring a “stone” 
if they are only told about it. The “stones” and pamphlets ex- 
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planatory of the plan and program of the Council may be ob- 
tained at the Rectory, or from Mr. Charles H. Tuttle, Chairman 
of the Committee in Charge, 10 Hamilton Terrace.” 

What Mr. Tuttle aimed at in 1907 and failed to perform was 
achieved in 1913. The “stones” in one night brought in $700 in 
cash, and Junior Pledges from 75 scholars representing $125 
were received. In addition 22 adults enrolled as members, pledg- 
ing $260, resulting in the situation as follows: Pledges in hand 
payable before November Ist to the amount of $3,200 and $700 in 
cash, making a total of $3,900, which means that only $100.00 is 
needed to secure the $1,000 which will then bring the grand 
total to $5,000. The donor of the $1,000 toward the annual 
deficit, to whom the rector referred, was an old acquaintance of 
the Reverend Isaac Henry Tuttle, D.D. She served as President 
for seventeen years of the Board of Managers of Saint Luke’s 
Home for Aged Women which he founded, and to secure in per- 
petuity the room he endowed by will in the institution to the 
memory of his wife, Sarah Parmlee Tuttle, which expired after 
twenty years, she contributed $8,000,vesting the right of nomination 
to the candidate in Saint Luke’s Church Corporation. Mrs. J. Jarrett 
Blodgett did these generous acts of benevolence from devotion to 
the memory of Doctor Tuttle, and for the extension of Christian 
principles and ideals for which the Protestant Episcopal Church 
stands. 

Mrs. Blodgett’s generous gifts to Saint Luke’s Church, through 
the Church Consecration Society, from 1913 to 1920, when the 
mortgage was paid and the Church consecrated, amounted to 
$9,000.00 and coming as they often did, when interest seemed to 
flag, proved a stimulus of the utmost value to greater efforts. 

Mrs. Blodgett continued her interest in the aims of the C. CNS: 
when reorganized January 2oth, 1921 and contributed $1,000.00 on 
July 23rd, 1921 and on November 22nd, 1922 an additional sum 
of $4,000.00 for the furtherance of its program. 


EASTER 1913 


It is worthy of note, and many may not be aware of the fact, 
that Easter of this year came as early as it is possible for it to 
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come, on the 23rd of March, and that the last time it happened 
on that date was in 1856, and that it will not occur again until 
the year 2008. This recalls a verse of childhood. 
“When March the twenty-first has passed 
Just watch the silvery moon 


And when you see it round and full 
Know Easter’ll be here soon.” 


The rector of Saint Luke’s with his heart full of interest in be- 
half of his flock and the upbuilding of the Church, made a very 
earnest appeal for a proper observance of the day. In behalf of 
his people he reminded them that the Church requires all her 
children to communicate at least three times a year, of which 
Easter is one, in some respects the most important one. As the 
memorial of the Resurrection it is the greatest of all Festivals, 
the Queen of Feasts. For the upbuilding of the Church he re- 
minded them of their duty to make an Easter offering in return 
for the great gift of eternal life bestowed on mankind. He urged 
them not to go through the current year with a deficit, intimately 
stating that the interest on the mortgage, due on April rst, 
amounted to $1,500, and furthermore that a note of $500 was 
still outstanding on the last payment. ‘That $1,000 extra was 
needed to carry the Church through the summer and for neces- 
sary repairs in the Church rooms. 


THE DEATH OF THEODORE S. RUMNEY 


A few days before Easter arrived, on March 17th, the vestry 
was called upon to mourn the death of Mr. Rumney. Though 
a vestryman but a short time, having been elected May 13th, 
1912, he had already by his deep sincerity and single-hearted, 
self-sacrificing devotion to his Church, made himself a strong 
factor in both its Councils and its life. He endorsed with enthus- 
iasm the plan of the Church Consecration Society for ridding 
Saint Luke’s of its mortgage debt, and became one of its charter 
members. On account of his inherent dislike of anything that 
savored of unreality or display, he desired no flowers at his fu- 
neral because he felt such display inappropriate at such a time. 
He also wanted cheerful hymns, and even made out a list from 
which selections were made, because he felt that if we really be- 
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lieve what we profess about the life hereafter, our entrance 
thereinto should be to strains of joy and praise. To his family 
and friends the vestry extended warm sympathy and expressions 
of regret in the loss by Saint Luke’s. 

The vacancy in the vestry caused by the death of Mr. Rumney 
was filled by Prof. Frederick M. Pedersen until the next annual 
election. 

At the vestry meeting of April 11th, 1913, when the rector 
announced the proposed gift of a new altar for the sanctuary by 
a parishioner, Miss Caroline Haigh, in memory of her parents, 
Hartley and Caroline Haigh, a question naturally arose, being 
amply discussed, as to the disposition of the present altar and 
reredos, both of which had been erected in old Saint Luke’s as 
memorials to Anthony Bleecker McDonald, Jr., and his father. 
Finally it was agreed that the clerk should write Trinity Parish, 
making a proffer of the altar and reredos, and suggesting their 
re-erection in Saint Luke’s Chapel, whence they had been moved 
to the new church. Early in June following, however, a letter was 
received from Reverend Doctor ~Manning, rector of Trinity, 
thanking the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church “for the proffer of 
their present altar, but declining with many thanks the accept- 
ance of the same.” In consequence it was decided that the altar 
be stored in the basement of the church until some suitable place 
be found for its reception. 

At the rector’s request the gift of the new altar was officially 
accepted by the vestry, and “it was further resolved to accept 
from Mrs. Robert Thedford a gift of a marble parapet, sedilia 
and credence table in memory of her deceased husband.” “It 
was further resolved that on condition one thousand dollars 
($1,000) be raised, we approve the raising and improving and 
putting the baldachino on wooden pillars, said pillars to be below the 
place on the present brass pillars on which is engraved the inscription” 
to the memory of Mrs. Wealthy Beecher, etc. She was the 
mother of Reverend Doctor Tuttle’s wife. These changes in the 
sanctuary of Saint Luke’s, which were consummated during the 
summer of 1913, were fully described in the record of Reverend 
Doctor Patey’s rectorship, in the year 1894, when Doctor Tuttle 
caused the baldachino to be erected. | 
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By the death of Miss Ellie Mariah Tracy and a legacy she 
left the Church, the rector was enabled to provide beautiful 
marble columns to support the heavy brass baldachino instead 
of the wooden pillars referred to in the resolution. 


A NEW HYMN BOARD IN MEMORIAM 


Saint Luke’s had but one hymn board, which was brought from 
the old church, and it was located over the north entrance to the 
ambulatory. The wife of the junior warden, Mr. Wm. F. Weeks, 
having passed away in April, a new hymn board was placed in 
her memory over the south entrance to the ambulatory. It was q 
copied after the old one and the same size and design. It was 
given by her son and daughter, Mr. A. J. Weeks and Mrs. M. S. 
McDonough. 

In June Deaconess Hildreth presented her resignation to the 
rector and a parish visitor, Mrs. A. Weymer Cassady, was en- 
gaged in her place at twenty-five dollars a month. Mrs. Cassady’s a 
services proved of great value to Saint Luke’s, and the Women’s - 
Guild showed its appreciation by increasing her salary to fifty 
dollars monthly all the year round, with a vacation of two 
months. 


MAY DAY AT SAINT LUKE’S 
AND A NEW KITCHEN 


It was a happy thought which suggested May Day as the 
date of the Special Dinner given by the Woman’s Guild, but it | 
was a happier thought which suggested the equipment of the 
new kitchen. The dinner which was undertaken to test the prac- 
tibility of the new equipment, proved to be a rich demonstration 
of what Saint Luke’s ladies could accomplish with proper facili- 
ties. Over 170 persons attended the dinner, and voiced a general 
sentiment that the menu could not be excelled. In connection 
with the dinner was a sale of fancy and useful artcles, stationery 
and candy, which proved a minature fair, netting over four hun- 
dred dollars. During the afternoon the children were entertained 
by a Punch and Judy show and games on the lawn in the rear 
of the church. A toboggan slide, kindly loaned by Gimbel 














SEVENTH RECTOR 385 


Brothers, proved popular with the little folks. It was in charge 
of the Boy Scouts who supervised the sliding. So May 1st was 
a profitable and delightful day at Saint Luke’s. 


CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


A meeting of the C. C. S. was held in the church parlor Tues- 
day evening of May 13th, 1913, with the rector in the chair. He 
reported the receipt of several additional checks among them one 
from the Mother’s Guild, for twenty-five dollars, and having 
brought forward for discussion suggestions of plans for next 
year’s meetings, it was regularly adopted that a constitutional 
amendment be made changing the date of payment and also the 
annual meeting to Saint Luke’s Day, October 18th, or the follow- 
ing day should the 18th fall on Sunday. 

The rector then spoke of the death of the Corresponding Sec- 
retary Mr. Theodore S, Rumney, and requested the Recording 
Secretary to assume the duties of the vacant office until the an- 
nual meeting. A resolution was then passed, all rising, that the 
Society recognize the enthusiasm and spirit of devotion shown 
by the late Corresponding Secretary in his work for the C. C. S., 
and the great loss sustained by his death. 

The certificates of membership represented the Church in 
blank rectangular spaces, which were filled by photographic 
blocks given by the special treasurer, when an annual payment 
was made—the first block being the corner-stone, and the final 
payment, the roof, thus completing the picture. At this meeting 
the question arose whether new members should be expected to 
make up back payments in order to receive the blocks of previous 
years. After the pros and cons were duly considered, it was de- 
cided to give the blocks of previous years to new members so 
that their certificate could represent a completed building if they 
faithfully paid up to the year 1920. Some new members, how- 
ever, voluntarily proffered back payments. It is interesting to 
record as an evidence of faithful loyalty to Saint Luke’s Church, 
that members continued their pledges inclusive of 1920, after re- 
moval not only from the parish but from the City. There were 
several from New York State, others from Illinois, Ohio, Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, New Jersey, Washington and from Canada. 
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Other members sent in their remittances from Russia and China. 


For the purpose of saving duplication of lists, the full member- 
ship of the C. C. S., from 1911 to 1920, follows: 


SENIOR MEMBERS 


Abrams, Mrs. Lucy M. 
Akiyama, Miss Raku 
Allen, Leon 

Allen, Mrs. Leon 
Almiroty, Mrs. Louise 
Ashforth, Mrs. George 
Atkins, Mrs. M. M. C. 


Bard, Jonathan S. 
Bailey, Mrs. H. Winchester 
Banitch, Nikola 

Belford, Miss Claire B. 
Bennett, Mrs. Charles W. 
Bingham, Mrs. Annie 
Bingham, William I. 
Blodgett, Mrs. J. Jarrett 
Bock, Otto F. 

Both, Dr. H. S. 

Bower, Mrs. Sarah E. 
Bowman, Charles Preston 
Bradley, Mrs. Frank H. 
Brown, Mrs. Charles H. 
Brown, Miss May Lester 
Brown, John A. 

Browne, Frederick C. 
Browning, Arthur P. 
Bruen, Mrs. George E. 
Bunke, Mrs. Oscar 

Burr, Richard 

Burr, Miss Helen V. 
Burr, Miss Katherine M. 


Cable, Eugene 

Cable, Mrs. Susan A. 

Capron, Charles A. 

Carpenter, Mrs. Stephen G. 
Cassady, Mrs. A. Weymar 
Cassady, Miss Huldah 
Chamberlain, Schuyler 
Chamberlain, Miss Margaret E. 


Chamberlain, Mrs. Elizabeth M. 


Chambers, Mrs. Robert W. 
Clarke, Miss Ethel G. 
Clarke, Mrs. Melora Joslyn 
Clark, Mrs. Floyd C. 
Clark, Miss Juliet D. 
Clarke, Miss Elizabeth 
Clarke, Miss Florence E. 
Clifton, Miss Jane 
Cochran, Miss Maude H. 


Colahan, Mrs. C. E. 
Coombs, Dr. C. Whitney 
Coulby, Frank R. 
Coulby, Mrs. Frank R. 
Crane, C. Austin 

Crane, Mrs. C. Austin 
Crosby, William C. 
Culman, William 
Culman, Mrs. William 
Culligan, James F. 
Cunningham, Mrs. Claude A. 


Dallas, Mrs. John 
Dallas, Miss E. M. 
Dalrymple, Gordon 
Daughters of the King 
Dobie, Mrs. Helen 
Davies, Judge John R. 
Doolittle, Mrs. W. F. 
Dorsey, Miss Mary H. 
Dressel, Mrs. C. H. 
Dressel, Frederick W. 


Eastman, Mrs. Rush S. 
Elliot, Mrs. Louise C. 
Elsworth, Edward C. 
Embick, Mrs. Frederick E. 
Embick, Miss Margaret S. 
Ewald, Miss Jennie D. 


Ferry, Mrs. Clark B. 
Fink, Martin D. 

Fisher, Mrs. Harry J. 
Fisher, Mrs. Charles H. 
Fleming, William J. 
Font, Miss Teresa 
Franklin, Dr. A. V. 
Franklin, Dr. Edward D. 
Freeman, James D. 


Greer, Bishop David H. 
Geoffroy, James L. 

Girls Friendly Society 
Girls’ Guild, Senior Chapter 
Gales, Joseph, Jr. 

Gilles, Francis J. 

Gleim, Miss Mary Florence 
Gould, Mrs. James H. 
Grant, Wylie C. 

Greene, Walter H. 
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Greene, Harris W. 
Griffith, Miss Priscilla 
Guhl, Miss Helena E. 


Haigh, Miss Caroline 

Haig, Miss Elizabeth 

Haig, Miss Rebecca 
Hamilton, Miss Aletta 
Hamlin, George Scoville 
Hamlin, Mrs. George Scoville 
Harper, Mrs. John F. 
Harrington, Dr. Gove S. 
Harrison-Berlitz, Victor 
Hartnett, Mrs. William 
Hatch, Mrs. Charles 
Haulenbeek, Miss Marguerite 
Hensley, Mrs. Edward 
Hoehn, Jacob 

Holmes, Jonathan H. 
Holmes, Mrs. Jonathan H. 
Hughes, Miss Violet L. 
Hughes, George Percy 

Hunt, James E. 

Hunt, Mrs. James E. 


Jones, Mrs. Flora E. 
Jenks, Mrs. E. B. 
Johns, Miss Edna 


Kahrs, J. Henry 

Kirby, Mrs. William H. 
King, Dr. Frank A. 

King, Mrs. Frank A. 
Kitabjian, Mrs. Virginia A. 
Kitchel, Mrs. Margaret A. S. 
Kitchel, Miss Carolyn H. 
Knight, G. H. 

Kramer, Mrs. Samuel J. 


Langenbach, Miss Annie 
Lawrence, H. F. 

Lassiter, Mrs. R. Thornton 
Lecoq, Victor F. 

Lecoq, Mrs. Victor F. 
Leith, Miss Fanny I. M. 
Leo, Captain John P. 

Leo, Norton B. 

Leo, Charles R. 

Leshure, Dr. John 

Lester, Mrs. Andrew 
Lester, Miss M. Elizabeth 
Lester, William C. 

Lester, Mrs. William C. 
Lester, Miss Emma Pennington 
Lester, Miss Agnes Leigh 
Lester, Drew Mastin 
Lewis, Miss Mary Adelaide 
Lord, James M. 


MacCartney, Mrs. George 
McFadden, Mrs. George W. 
McNaier, Alan Merriam 
MacPherson, Miss Matilda G. 
Madeira, Francis Pierpont 
Madeira, Mrs. Francis Pierpont 
Maloof, E. A. 

Mather, Mrs. Jesse A. 
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Mazzanovitch, Miss Caroline M. 


Merriam, Miss Ruth S. 
Merriam, F. A. 
Mertens, Mrs. Robert E. 
Metcalfe, Miss Florence 
Metcalfe, Miss Evelyn 
Meylan, Dr. George L. 
Mezes, Dr. Sidney E. 
Mezes, Mrs. Sidney E. 
Middlebrook, Miss Bessie M. 
Mitchell, Mrs. M. J. 
Molleson, Mrs. George P. 
Memorial 
Molleson, George A. 
Molleson, Stanley Holcombe 
Mott, Henry W. 
Morrison, John H. 
Morrison, Mrs. John H. 
Mothers’ Guild 
Muhlenfels, Miss Alice M. 
Mulligan, Miss Isabel H. 
Munday, Miss Edythe Emily 
Munson, Mrs. F. G. 
Murray, Robert W. 
Murray, Miss Geraldine C. 
Myers, Charles H. 
Myers, Miss Florence A. 


Nelson, Mrs. Henry Clay 


Oldham, Rev. George Ashton 
O’Loughlin, McRoy 
O’Loughlin, Mrs. Laura J. W. 
Oerzen, Miss Elsie M. 
Oxholm, Mr. and Mrs. I. 


Palmer, Mrs. Erastus 
Parker, Mrs. Harold 
Paynter, Mrs. Richard K. 
Paynter, Edward B. 
Pearson, Charles H. 
Pearson, Mrs. Charles H. 
Pedersen, Prof. Frederick M. 
Pedersen, Mrs. Frederick M. 
Perry, Mrs. Frederick W. 
Phillips, Mrs. Sidney 
Popplewell, George 

Price, Mrs. Caroline D. 


Randel, Mrs. J. Augustus 
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Randel, Roderick Bradley 
Raymond, Dr. E. H. 
Richardson, Fred. J. 
Richardson, Mrs. Fred. J. 
Rider, Miss Zella 

Rider, Miss Alberta 
Rider-Kelsey, Mme. Corinne 
Rockliffe, Mrs. Charles A. 
Rockliffe, Charles A. 
Roe, J. Brewster 

Rogers, Miss Jemima 
Rumney, Theodore S., Jr. 
Rush, Mrs. Howard 


Saint Agnes Chapter of Guild 
Saint Andrew, Junior Brotherhood 
Saint Luke’s Church Choir 
Saint Luke’s Church School 
Sagues, Miss Frances M. 
Saltonstall, Dudley W. 

Sayer, Mrs. Edmund and family 
Sayer, Miss Alice E. 
Schaefer, Miss Amy 

Schuyler, Dr. Livingston Rowe 
Schuyler, Mrs. Livingston Rowe 
Sharlock, Mrs. William H. 
Shearman, Weston J. 

Sherman, Mrs. Charles C, 
Shipman, Miss Virginia S. 
Sigma Lambda Gamma 
Simpson, Mrs. Fred Irving 
Simpson, William M. 
Simpson, Mrs. William M. 
Simpson, Miss Adelaide D. 
Sloat, Mrs. Millicent 

Smith, Mrs. Mary A. 

Smith, Mrs. L. A. 

Spence, Arthur B. 

Spence, Mrs. William F. 
Sperry, Richard B. 

Sperry, Mrs. Richard B. 
Sperry, Edward C. 

Sperry, Mrs. Edward C. 
Stabler, Walter 

Stabler, Mrs. Walter 

Stabler, Miss Marian 

Stabler, Miss Dorothy 

Stabler, Francis 

Stein, Walter J. 


Stevens, Harry E., Jr. 
Storer, Dr. John H. 
Sykes, Mrs. Henry W. 


Taylor, Mrs. Samuel R. 
Thedford, Mrs. Robert 
Thedford, Alfred 
Thornton, Mrs. J. N. 
Thornton, Miss Nora G. 
Tobiesen, Miss Helga A. 
Tolson, Miss Edna J. 
Tower, Edward M. C. 
Townsend, John 

Tracy, Miss Ellie M. 
Tracy, Estate of Ellie M. 
Tracy, Miss Margaret M. 
Tuthill, Mrs. Orilla M. 
Troutman, Nathaniel W. 
Tuttle, Mrs. H. Croswell 
Tuttle, Charles H. 
Tuttle, Mrs. Charles H. 
Tuttle, Henry Croswell, ( Master) 


Unwin, Francis S. 


Valentine, Miss Lillian S. 
Viault, Mrs. Lena U. 


Wallace, Mrs. Charles J. 
Ward, Mrs. Mabel Raymond 
Washington, Lawrence 
Way, William M. 

Way, Miss Kate 

Weed, Mrs. Frederick T. 
Weed, Miss Margaret F. 
Weeks, William F. 
Weir, Loretta B. 

White, Mrs. Major A. 
Wilde, Herbert W. 
Wilkins, Mrs. Morris 
Williams, David 

Wilson, Mrs. William G. 
Wolcott, Miss Dana S. 
Woman’s Guild 

Wyckoff, Frederick A. 


Yamasaki, Riuzo 
Yeager, Mrs. Henry E. 
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JUNIOR MEMBERS 


Alcombrack, Mary E. 
Alcombrack, Gordon 
Appleton, John Russell 
Appleton, Oliver Dayton 
Armstrong, Evelyn 
Auer, Ethel 


Bailey, Ashforth 
Baker, Fannie 
Barzan, Lena 
Barzan, Fred. 
Beckett, Donald W. 
Bell, Virginia 
Bodler, John 

Boos, Walter 

Boos, Kenneth 
Buchanan, Marjory A. 
Burch, Theodore R. 


Campbell, Edwin 
Carpenter, Mary A. S. 
Clark, Kenneth 
Clayton, Lillian 
Coulby, Richard 
Crane, Edna 

Crane, Caroline C. 
Creasy, Hazel 
Cummings, Ethel M. 


Dayton, Cedric L. 
Dayton, Helen 
DeMotte, Earle W. 
Dreher, Ruth 
Dreher, Dorothy 


Emerson, Mary E. 
Emerson, Virginia L. 


Farrell, Gertrude 
Ferguson, Elsie 
Fleming, Lilian 
Fleming, W. Cornell 
Foshay, Louise 
Furgeson, Marion 


Grant, Donald 
Grant, Theodora 
Grose, Thomas L. 


Harrington, Virginia 
Harrington, Gove B. 
Harrington, Arthur 


1913-1920 


Harrison-Berlitz, Leander 
Harris, Thomas 
Hind, Lilla M. 


Jandrew, Marie 
Jones, Marion K. 
Jones, Gwendolen W. 


Kahrs, Helen 

Kahrs, Gertrude 
Kahrs, Grace 
Kendig, Alfred 
King, Katherine C. 
King, Gilbert S. 
Kitabjian, Katherine 
Kitabjian, Zabel 
Klanhammer, Warren 
Klipp, Mildred 


Laverty, Lillian 
Laverty, Anna 
Leiblee, Madeline 
Leo, Arnold 
Leonard, Emily 
LeRoy, Marguerite 
Little, Stephen Knox 
Little, Elliotte R. 
Lockwood, Marion W. 
Lockwood, Helen L. 
Lorentzen, Carl 
Lund, Lillian 


McCarran, Adele 
MacDonald, Margaret 
Mairs, Robert 
Mason, Cary 

Mellen, Robert 
Merritt, William 
Meylan, Juliette 
Moore, Margaret 
Moore, George 

Mott, Adleen R. 
Mott, Henry 
Munday, Dorothy 
Murray, John Kenneth 


Palmer, Fred. 

Paynter, Richard K., Jr. 
Penny, Beatrice 

Pollock, Jack 

Petta, Annetta 

Post, Wallace 
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Rady, George 

Rady, Woodford 
Rathburne, Isabella 
Reed, James 

Reede, Weston 
Rockafellow, Perry 
Runyan, Louise 
Rumney, John Dennison 
Ryan, Harry R. 


Sands, Mildred 
Smyth, Margaret H. 
Smith, William 
Smith, Harold 
Spence, Wm. Lloyd 
Spence, Helen 

Spence, Gwendolyn T. 
Spence, Robert Whitney 
Sayer, Eleanor 

Sholes, Francis 
Smith, Cornelia 
Stolle, C. Warren 
Stone, Ashton Barter 
Stone, Marion F. 
Storer, Florence 
Storer, Douglas"F. 
Strong, Edna C. 
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Sykes, Wilfred 
Sykes, Dorothy 


Thomas, Theodore H. 
Thomeson, Graham 
Thompson, Dorothy 
Tuttle, Evelyn C. 
Tuttle, Charlotte M. 


Unverzagt, Ruth 
Unverzagt, Louise 
Unverzagt, Helen W. 


Walker, John 
Walker, George 
Wallace, Arthur 
Wallace, Constance 
Werge, Lillian 
Werge, Alice 
Westcott, Edward 
Westcott, Margaret 
White, John 
Wieters, Charles B. 
Williams, Lillian A. 
Woods, Jane 


Young, Winifred 


On account of the hundred and five names enrolled in the 
Junior Branch during 1913, Mr. Tuttle received an unanimous 
vote of thanks for the splendid work he had accomplished in the 
short space of time since its organization. 


JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 


Anal ee es ee eg Net e 77 $1.00 $77.00 
Contributing) et .tee dees 13 2.00 26.00 
Sustaining) sey ee 1 3.00 3.00 
Charter atk Nee pene 14 5.00 70.00 
Membershiny fer. Ge ee 105 Amount pledged $176.00 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
October 29th, 1912~May 12th, 1913 


The first annual treasurer’s report of Saint Luke’s Church Conse- 
cration Society was given on October 29th, 1912 and showed 
total receipts to that date of 

From October 29th, 1912 to May 12, 
follows: 


nl atecliite ala alte Silvie brake Muselan Leet ee $5,985.74 
1913, the receipts have been as 
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Membership pledges, Church Debt envelopes and sundry 

SAE res the pe elas) Gata ma a Hae OY SVCD aa $2,000.25 
Gorsccralion Council Stones .4./))......, soo en 641.09 
LPLGHECS AUIESTE A oo Mela eM s  a  e  E GIC a 77.00 
Interest on mortgages and daily balances .................. 162.82 
Mrssnourew) Rester—Patron 0020650. 060). ee 500.00 3,381.16 

Balereceipie since orvanization 2. se... od ee eee $9,366.90 
Invested as follows: 

SsUarantecdm MON rarer 7a el. <1... (re tot ANAS $3,500.00 

ssaranteerl vmortparen Sol hl i ee as 3,700.00 

PPetnica enon FUENOsIbay yal hae lL hk et 1,500.00 

asa OrUstyeamipany Prank A hitenai nutes Mahl 4 666.90 $9,366.90 

MEMBERSHIP RECORD 

RAtrOnsm ae a hive, ARE ANCE mae ee ee as Fal dB 4 $1,000.00 
ASTTT OLR cat cious fe calles EE a Ae Gis Roe aN aaa an Oe ee A 100.00 $1,300.00 
PSsOcinion ear. Halt Shs est aie ARE he EPCS LMSC Mey 50.00 250.00 
Sustaiiney vee ee = AN ee ETE 8 ein cana as Le EC 25.00 425.00 
COHECIDMTING aot ete BAe Bc ta i sa aiid oa eid OID 10.00 350.00 
Fee NTG EEA Ole um oee aN UE ie) Rd Pas Si BA Re a oI BO Vd 5.00 465.00 
mtattering «),028505 4 Baie ee Ts SLE ANA Oh a ee ree MOT ae 10.00 
Not pledges ........ Vane EITC G ialis Ae eee ann ore. kee 500.00 
Membership ........ Lis, Amount pledged........ $2,800.00 
Peete DicUrrsarr ss) Medes Wemrnners fe OYE Lae MLM Tpke 176.00 
Consecration Council, for 1913, cash received ......................, 641.09 
Church Debt envelopes, Cash received for 1913 .................... 250.00 
Total amount pledged and cash received for 1913 ................. $3,867.09 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 
Treasurer. 


Mr. Lester added the following: 


“To secure the promised gift of $1,000.00 we must have on or 
before November Ist, 1913, the sum of $4,000.00, actually paid in 
for the year 1913. Our receipts and pledges to date amount to 
$3,867.09. Therefore every pledge must be paid and the addi- 
tional sum of $132.91 secured to accomplish our purpose. To be 
reasonably safe, we should secure pledges at once for at least 
double that amount.” 

On the return of the rector from his summer vacation, he called 
a meeting of the vestry September 22nd, when the treasurer’s state- 
ment was read, showing a net decrease of $2,190.00 as compared 
with the previous year. In consequence, the following resolution 
was accepted: “Resolved that the rector and senior-warden select 
twenty-five men including the vestry to be called to meet next Mon- 
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day night at 8:30 in the Rectory to prepare a program for the can- 
vassing of the entire parish.” 


GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE CHURCH 


At this meeting, the rector, referring to the Triennial Conven- 
tion to be held in this city, at Synod Hall on the Cathedral 
grounds beginning October 8th, lasting approximately twenty 
days, made a request for names to be added to the hospitality 
committee, to entertain one of the bishops or deputies to the con- 
vention. Several members of the parish offered the hospitality of 
their homes, and a committee of ladies was appointed by the 
rector to serve afternoon tea for the refreshment of all the dep- 
uties, on a given date, in a large tent erected.on the Cathedral 
grounds for that purpose. 


A SPECIAL FESTIVAL SERVICE 


Saint Luke’s Day was drawing near, and was to occur on Sat- 
urday in this year (1913). In consequence of its proximity to 
Sunday, the rector sent out a circular announcement to the parish 
to this effect: 


“My dear People: 


This letter is to call to your attention the Special Festival Service 
to be held in Saint Luke’s on the evening of October 19th. This 
service should be of unusual interest by reason of the presence with 
us as a preacher on that occasion, of the Right Reverend Daniel 
Sylvester Tuttle, D.D., Presiding Bishop of the Church. In addi- 
tion, two very important parochial events which would normally fall 
on Saint Luke’s Day, October 18th, have been transferred to this 
evening, viz: the Annual Procession of Guilds, which with every 
worker of the parish in line, is in itself a most inspiring event, and 
the Annual Service of the Church Consecration Society, whose aim 
to consecrate Saint Luke’s Church free of debt on its Hundredth 
Anniversary should enlist the cordial interest and support of every 
loyal member of Saint Luke’s. Moreover, this most interesting 
three-fold event, rightly viewed presents an opportunity for everyone 
to do something definite for the well-being of the Parish.” 

The Festival was largely attended—everyone rejoicing in the 
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visit of Bishop Tuttle, who was in the city on account of the Tri- 
ennial Convention, and the needful deficiency was raised to close 
out the $4,000 required to obtain the promised offer of $1,000 
from Mrs. J. Jarrett Blodgett. 


THE CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


The annual meeting was held Saturday evening, October roth, 
1913. Thirty-four members were present, and the same officers 
were re-elected for the ensuing year. Owing to removals from 
the parish, there was a slight falling off in membership, the roll 
showing 168 against 177 last year. Although the attendance was 
not so large as had been hoped, the interest was keen, the reports 
encouraging and the whole outlook most promising. The special 
treasurer made his annual statement as follows: 


THE TREASURER’S SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


October 30, 1912 to October 19, 1913 


Pasnobalance on: hand October /30th,, 1912, J) 2). .c0e0 $2,485.74 
From pledges for 1911 25 

PC irmriipes fon LOZ me awe ie t S ANd ORY Ob 1,092.50 

From pledges for 1913, independent gifts, duplex envelopes, 


and Consecration Council (Stones $621.09) ........ 3,812.17 

Mrs. Andrew Lester, donor as patron .................... 500.00 

Piraicempayiients erore bold pai te. ls foo. auee wk 23.00 

uavance payinents for 1915-19200) a oe 30.00 

Interest on mortgages and daily balances ................ 372.99 
Oui receipts (torcthe: year 1. eel ee ee, $5,941.91 5,941.91 
$8,427.65 

INVESTMENTS 
Mortgage 5% Lawyers Westchester Mortgage and Title Company. ...$3,700.00 
Do Do ...- 1,500.00 
Ram Lawyers.cl itle and brist’ CO. Writ. cee occu ee dale yee 3,227.65 
$8,427.65 
(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 

October 19, 1913. Treasurer. 


ADVENT ELECTION 1913 


The annual election was held in connection with the parish meet- 
ing in the Sunday School room of the church on December 1, 1913. 
Prof. Frederick M. Pedersen was elected for three years. The parish 
treasurer, Mr. Stabler, presented his annual statement, going into 
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considerable detail explaining the deficit for the year, and expressing 
hope that it would be cancelled in view of the increased enthusiasm 
which attended this meeting. Mrs. William C. Lester read a most 
interesting letter regretting the fact that there was a deficit of which 
many knew nothing, and that certain improvements had been made 
when our finances were in such deplorable condition. She hoped 
that in the future the money would be obtained first and needed re- 
pairs made after. She decried the idea of any deficit at all and hoped 
it would never occur again. She asked what guarantee the parish 
had that if the present deficit were wiped out, another would not 
follow. Remarks followed by Dr. Storer, Mr. Tuttle, Mr. Lester 
and Mr. O’Loughlin. Mr. Lester moved the following: ‘Resolved, 
that a committee of seven be appointed by the chairman to take 
charge of the envelope system.” Messrs. Tuttle, Molleson and Peder- 
sen, Mrs. William C. Lester, Mrs. William Simpson and Mrs, Robert 
FE. Mertens were named as committee for this purpose. 

This body organized and instituted Saint Luke’s Maintenance 
League, its aim being to place the finances of the parish on a firm 
basis by securing such a steady and regular income as would meet 
necessary current expenses. ‘l’he League was to be controlled by a 
Committee of Seven of whom Mr. Charles H. Tuttle was chairman. 
It proposed to work chiefly in connection with and along the lines 
of the envelope system, all subscribers to which were ipso facto 
members of the League. The efforts of the League resulted in a 
broader cooperation, the number of envelope subscribers being 
greatly increased. 

The following were appointed delegates to the Diocesan Con- 
vention for 1914: Messrs. Morrison, Weeks and Lester, and to 
attend the Archdeacon’s meeting, Messrs. O’Loughlin, Molleson 
and Tuttle. 


A LEGACY FROM MISS ELLIE MARIAH TRACY 


At a meeting of the vestry held January 12, 1914, the treasurer, 
Mr. Stabler, stated he had received a check for $2,000 from the 
executor of Miss Tracy’s will, $1,600 of which was used by the 
rector to pay for the marble columns to support the reconstructed 
baldachino, leaving a balance of $400. 

It was regularly voted by the vestry that this balance be sent 
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to the treasurer of the Church Consecration Society, and added to 
the fund to pay off the mortgage debt. It was also moved and 
carried that the $50.00 received by the rector from the sale of the 
old sounding board be remitted to the parish treasurer. The fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed: One, that the Woman’s Guild 
be asked to contribute an additional sum for the church expenses 
from the revenues of the Fair, held November, 1913. Another 
that the Treasurer be authorized to borrow a sum not to exceed 
five hundred dollars on his note as treasurer for general church 
expenses. | 

Also, another that the consent of the vestry be given to the 
proposed production by “The Circle” of the operetta “The 
Mikado” at an expense not to exceed one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

“The Circle” was a revival of “The Young People’s Associa- 
tion,’ which was organized and flourished during the rectorship 
of Doctor Patey. 

Its object was two-fold—to produce plays and operettas for 
the general benefit of Saint Luke’s and the entertainment of the 
people, and to further social intercourse among its members. Its 
president and vice-president were Mr. Arthur B. Spence and Mr. 
Arnold C. Sayer. 

The rector made an interesting report about the week-day 
school which for the past year had been carried on successfully 
by Mrs. Alcombrack in the Sunday-school room. He said the 
school had been taken over by the church; twenty per cent. of the 
total income accruing to its treasury. 


INCREASED INTEREST RATE ON THE MORTGAGE 


The vestry had been greatly perturbed by a notice from the 
United States Trust Co., increasing the rate of interest on the 
church mortgage debt. The senior warden, Mr. Morrison, who 
had been instrumental some years before, in securing a reduction 
of interest on the mortgage, sought an interview with the Presi- 
dent of the Company, and reported at the March meeting that the 
notice of the increased rate would be recalled. 

At this meeting the rector presented designs from the Gorham 
Company for the stained-glass windows for the three north tran- 
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sept windows to be a memorial to the late Miss Ellie Mariah 
Tracy, her mother, and sister Margaret who was still surviving, 
the inscriptions to be filled in after the death of Margaret Miller 
Tracy. The vestry approved the design and the rector was 
authorized to place the order with the Gorham Company. These 
windows were completed in the autumn of 1914, unveiled and 
consecrated on All Saints Day. 


TWO SANCTUARY LAMPS 


The confirmation class of this year, though not as large as the 
year 1913, was distinguished by the large number of adult mem- 
bers. There were representations from at least a half-dozen Prot- 
estant communions, and some of no previous church affiliations. 
The ages ranged from twelve to seventy. One adult member, 
Miss Ida Gray Kubele, gave two beautiful Sanctuary lamps to be 
hung on the brackets of the baldachino in accordance with a 
very ancient custom. They are memorials to her mother and 
brother, Florence E. Kubele and LeRoy Kubele. 

The thank offering from the entire class amounted to $55.10 
and was used to complete the bronze grille in the sanctuary by 
extending the ends of the columns of the recently altered balda- 
chino to fit the new altar. In addition, a friend of the class, 
members of whose family were confirmed, presented as a thank 
offering a very handsome altar service book, bound in vellum, 
richly ornamented, for use on festivals. 


A WORKERS’ MEETING 


On account of the floating debt, which ran considerably over 
$5,000, a joint meeting of all the guilds and organizations, includ- 
ing the vestry, to discuss plans for co-operation, was called 
Thursday evening, March 12. The Easter offering was particu- 
larly considered, $5,000 being decided upon, not because it would 
suffice to pay the entire floating debt, but as being an amount 
approximately within reach of the parish. The various organiza- 
tions pledged separately certain definite sums, the Woman’s 
Guild promising to raise $1,000 and challenging the Men’s Asso- 
ciation to a similar amount. The worker’s meeting proved a 
success, for the Easter Offering of 1914 amounted to $4,887.91. 
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The proportion contributed by the organizations is as follows: 


WSS En Co “hal gear Ee 6 Cas A Reena NCS An ea $1,375.00 
TE CET TSU Ts ee nt Ng a I bare ied aaa 1,000.00 
Pe MC ONUC Ma re MM) Smt ay, pole 2 709.00 
PROUERIOC IO Sr a eee el OF ee a heags ante 125.00 
DT OM ETT IC OL ee LE TN 40.37 
Deer smUnil eae ew a) Dem ros 30.76 
VV criaesy GME UIrKilidt yet eho hcg ose 10.00 


THE FIRST ANNUAL DINNER OF THE 
CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


On Monday, May 25, at seven p.m., a parish dinner took place 
under the auspices of the Church Consecration Society. Where- 
as an attendance of from a hundred and twenty-five to a hundred 
and fifty would have been considered very good, the number of 
tickets disposed of prior to the dinner was about two hundred, 
while the caterer’s figures indicated an actual attendance of two 
hundred and twenty. Among these were a number of guests of 
members of the parish, including Bishop Burch and Mrs. J. Jarrett 
Blodgett, the valued friend of Saint Luke’s and patron of the 
Society. The dinner itself was good in fact unusually good for 
the cost, $1.25 and the hall was beautifully decorated, thanks to 
the assistance of Mr. J. M. Williams and Mr. Stahl, and espe- 
cially Mrs. J. H. Storer, whose instrumentality in securing a gen- 
_€rous amount of dogwood by impressing all the available auto- 
mobiles in the parish into service, as well as the loan of a number 
of palms from a florist, made possible such appropriate decora- 
tions at practically no expense. The program, an attractive 
souvenir of the occasion, was rather unique in the small number 
of set speeches and the generous amount of entertainment of a 
high order. There was only one real speech, that by Bishop 
Burch, in which he was most felicitous, stating first the note of 
pleasantry, and then holding before his hearers, in forceful 
fashion, a vision of ideals. His presence was a source of en- 
couragement and was deeply appreciated by all. The only other 
remarks were made by the rector in a brief résumé of the achieve- 
ments and aims of the Church Consecration Society. The re- 
mainder of the program consisted of musical numbers by Miss 
Marion Marsh on the harp and songs by Mr. W. B. Davidson, 
accompanied by the organist of Saint Luke’s. 
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It is a joyful remembrance to Saint Luke’s parish that Bishop 
Burch was present at this first dinner of the Church Consecra- 
tion Society, and that he lived to consecrate the church on its 
hundredth anniversary, November 6, 1920, for he died suddenly 
soon after the ceremony of consecration. All Saint Luke’s people 
loved his memory—he was so kind, friendly and sympathetic during 
this serious epoch in the life of their parish. 


A MARRIAGE IN PROSPECT 


During the summer months changes were made in the rectory 
(Hamilton Grange) which was soon to cease as a combination 
of parish house. The two small rooms on the north side serving 
as offices were converted into a kitchen and maid’s room, the 
parish offices being moved to a space on the south side of the 
Sunday School room, and partitioned off by doors with glass win- 
dows. The basement of the rectory was fitted up conveniently 
for the use of the sexton’s family, while the two floors above 
were renovated and appropriated for the exclusive benefit of the 
rector. The two large rooms on the entrance floor would no 
longer exist for organization meetings, but would serve as a par- 
lor and dining-room. The four sides of the exterior were painted 
white, the blinds green, and the grounds in front and rear put 
in orderly condition. On the return of the rector from his sum- 
mer vacation, he announced his engagement to Miss Emily 
Pierrepont Gould of Norfolk, Connecticut, and his marriage 
likely to take place in a few months. 

Meanwhile the thoughts of the parish were diverted from 
happy, matrimonial events, to the grave and awful conditions of 
the nations beyond the sea. The demon of devastation was 
marching through Belgium seeking the annihilation of France 
and England. 

A “Day of Intercession for Peace” was appointed Sunday, 
October 4, by the President of the United States, and a form of 
service was printed and authorized to be used on the occasion by 
the Bishop of the Diocese of New York, the Right Reverend 
David H. Greer. The rector preached on “Christianity and the 
War” at the morning service, a sermon so forceful and appro- 
priate, that by request it was printed and circulated beyond the 
limits of the parish. But parochial affairs were not neglected 
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during this awful European upheaval—Saint Luke’s Day was 
approaching—the patronal festival of the parish—and, likewise, the 
annual meeting of the Church Consecration Society. 

At the morning service on Saint Luke’s Day, which occurred 
this year on Sunday, the rector chose for the text of his sermon 
“Consecrated Lives,” after which the Men’s Council were asked 
to unite in a corporate communion with special intercession for 
men’s work in Saint Luke’s. In the evening at eight o’clock the 
annual service of the Church Consecration Society took place 
with the Reverend Ernest M. Stires, D.D., as special preacher. 
Doctor Stires always happy in his remarks encouraged the so- 
ciety to persevere in its heroic effort, and congratulated it on the 
remarkable progress it had made in the two years of its existence. 

The business meeting was held Monday evening, the 19th. 


THE TREASURER’S THIRD AN NUAL REPORT OF THE 
CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


October 19, 1913—October 19, I9I4 





Balance in Lawyers Title and Trust Company, wOcte1Oa1O13 2 iat $3,227.65 
RECEIPTS 

Pee eo Mcecrediivor (Olly. ies yh dean chi $ 15.00 

ts Higa ak 4 IAEA GAAS De Sa as a ae Set 25.00 

rt chee ei OVE Ee SRO ear aN a ey Se 422.32 

Sibag 2 ” 1914, gifts, collections and church 

SENSES. oo aa Sa STS MC a 1,895.15 

Pee eo npaymentsy ie ey ea 37.00 

Gift from Mrs. J. Jarrett IGA RGtEE Abate a tee vee Pu 1,000.00 

Estate of Ellie Mariah RCAC Ving en pee ie tee 400.00 
Interest on investments and Mallya balince ucts yal une 639.71 4434.18 
$7,661.83 

INVESTMENTS 

October 22, 1913, Guaranteed Mortgage tt Aaa ne $2,000.00 

November 21, 1913, Guaranteed Moripate (ae eye ack ae 2,500.00 
June 4, 1914, Guaranteed MOTEP AT CUR Oi tn ian Wann ea) wean 1,000.00 $5,500.00 
Balance in Lawyers Title and Trust COmOctc1 901014 Saun paar ea earn $2,161.83 
mai colections > since sorganization .. 20). ey | $16,361.83 
moratanvestnents since’ oreanization: .).../..24iss.skd oi teanan, Lak 14,200.00 
PAS CAMADALATICR nr srt at ata x Ais We UE IS Ree $2,161.83 

MEMBERSHIP 

Joie CALE 1 age SUG Staining, salu 120m Cha rier tere ee 8 NM 11 
Associate ...... nee Bahra | UNIOS Sun tn Vers) toe Eee RP erorig’ bier h sy tl) 8 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 


October 19, 1914. Treasurer. 
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THREE MEMORIAL WINDOWS 


On All Saints Day, Sunday, November 1, three new windows 
in the north transept were unveiled at the morning service. Like 
those installed in the south transept the glass is English Antique, 
rich in color and beautiful in design. The subject is the Incarna- 
tion, the window on the left representing the Annunciation, that 
in the center The Blessed Virgin, and the one on the right the 
Presentation in the Temple. Appropriate texts and symbols re- 
inforce these respective themes, while in the niches above are 
rich mosaics, with texts corresponding, such as the Magnificat 
over the left window, the Nunc Dimittis over that of the Pre- 
sentation, while over the central one is the angel’s song “Gloria 
in Excelsis Deo.” Thus the three windows with their corres- 
ponding mosaics make a real unity in theme and treatment, while 
all the incidents and songs are taken from the gospel of Saint 
Luke. Altogether these windows are a credit to the Gorham Co., 
of this city, and a beautiful and fitting memorial to Miss Ellie 
Mariah Tracy, her mother Catherine Fisher Wragg, and their 
sister and daughter, Miss Margaret Miller Tracy. 


A RELIGIOUS FORUM 


On the Sunday next before Advent, November 22, the rector 


announced a religious forum to be held the last Sunday of every 
month, beginning November 29, for the purpose of instruction and 
conference on social, civil and religious questions. On those 
Sundays the evening service was shortened so as to leave ample 
time for the meeting which was held in the basement of the 
church from 8:30 to 10 p.m. On the 29th of November the sub- 
ject was “International Peace” and the speakers were Hon. Wm. 
S. Bennett, Ex-Congressman, and Prof. Samuel T. Dutton, Ex- 
Professor at Horace Mann School. The meeting was open to all 
members of the parish and their friends. After the addresses 
opportunity was afforded for discussion. 

In December the meeting was omitted on account of Christmas 
preparations, and the next one was held Sunday evening, January 
3rd in the same place as before. This time the subject was 
“Women and War,” and presented by Miss Elizabeth Freeman, 
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a very prominent suffrage speaker, averaging sixty speeches a 
month. She was one of the band which walked to Washington, 
also one of those who walked to Albany. 

On Sunday evening, February 7, the topic was “Socialism,” 
and was presented by Mr. Sidney Reeve. This popular subject 
stirred up much animation and the discussion became heated. 
Before the winter died away, the forum became defunct, and 
never reappeared at Saint Luke’s. 


NO CHURCH FAIR IN 1o14 


For the first time since 1892, when Saint Luke’s was established 
on Washington Heights, the general dicta of the Vestry and Woman’s 
Guild was to omit the annual fair, and the following letter was 
circulated : 


To the People of Saint Luke’s: 

The present financial condition due to the European War, lead us to the 
conclusion that it would not be just to the willing hearts in Saint Luke’s to 
ask them to give their usual hearty support to our annual fair this year. So 
with that idea in mind we ask you to join us on Thursday afternoon, and 
evening, December 3rd, from two to eleven o’clock when the ladies of the parish 
will be glad to meet all their friends in the Sunday School room. Incidently 
there will be placed on sale a number of fancy pieces suitable for Christmas 
gifts—ribbons, home-made cakes, jellies, etc., and articles of household utility— 
all of which may be obtained by those who desire to purchase articles of this 
kind. Refreshments will be served in the Tea Room. 

Also, in order that the interests of the young people of the parish may 
be conserved, the evening of the same day is set apart for their entertainment. 
There will be dancing in the parlors from eight to eleven o'clock. 

Admission will be by ticket only, which may be obtained at nominal cost. 

Will you be with us and bring your friends? We trust you will do so. 


THE FAIR COMMITTEE. 


This small sale resulted in profits of nearly $600, an amount 
just about sufficient to enable the Woman’s Guild to meet its 
obligations for the year, the most important of which was the 
salary of the parish visitor. 

The net proceeds from a Fair averaged $2,000; to offset this 
loss the rector circularized the parish with a lengthy letter of 
appeal for voluntary subscriptions. ‘The following are only four 
paragraphs of the letter: 

Ist. “For many years past Saint Luke’s normal, regular in- 
come has fallen some five or six thousand dollars short of its 
absolutely necessary running expenses. This deficit has been met 
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each year by what seems to me unusual and extraordinary 
methods. Such as a Fair or Bazaar and a very generous Easter 
Offering ; so that we have been able to pay all our bills as well 
as substantially reduce our debt. 

2nd. “While, therefore, this method has proved efficient, it 
seems to me far from ideal. In the first place a Fair is a severe 
strain upon the women who conduct it, and from many points of 
view an undignified and uneconomic method of raising money 
for Church support. Secondly, the unusual efforts required to 
secure the large Easter Offering needed, tends to obscure in a 
measure the spiritual import and value of that great Feast. 
While, in the third place we are all struggling under the burden 
and anxiety of a probable deficit throughout the entire year, 
which state of mind seriously hampers our efficiency, and, worst 
of all, it seems so unnecessary ! 

3rd. “This year, therefore, I am proposing a new experiment. 
Instead of waiting until the end of the year to make up a deficit, 
why not plan in advance so that there shall be no deficit? Ac- 
cordingly, the Budget has been reduced as much as possible. 
This, however, leaves us facing a deficit of about five thousand 
dollars. Since there is no Fair this year, this amount must be 
raised by personal subscriptions or gifts at Easter. 

4th. “The plan I have to suggest will impose no greater bur- 
den than usual upon those who have been in the habit of assisting 
in both ways. It involves merely a slight change in the method 
not the amount of giving. If each individual will add what the 
Fair usually costs him, to what he is accustomed to give at 
Easter, and pledge the total now, the full amount of the deficit 
would be quickly subscribed. Such pledge could be paid in in- 
stallments (weekly, monthly or quarterly) if desired, or in a 
single payment at any time during the year, thus suiting each 
individual’s convenience or desires,” 


ADVENT ELECTION IQI4 


Apropos of the rector’s letter, the treasurer, Mr. Stabler after 
reading his yearly statement, presented a “proposed budget for 
the year 1914-19015, at a joint meeting of the vestry and parish- 


ioners, Monday evening, November 30 when the annual election 
took place. 
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PROPOSED BUDGET 
Expenses Receipts 
SAA ETM EL a ae ae Se vUi00. » Pewrrentsm gis oc lis. cis aioe $4,400.00 
DAIEAGE Mert le sees oe ued en ss 3,000.00 Envelope offerings .......... 3,754.00 
Gas and electricity.......... 75000: Open offerings: iio. 4. He: 2,000.00 
Interest and taxes........... 3,500.00 Se RA 
Repair and up-keep......... 1,000.00 $10,154.00 
Expenses and supplies....... 500.00 
INISCCIIANGOUS 1 oi do sie sss 642 650.00 Dencitws sone: $4,346.00 
$14,500.00 


The rector explained “that the proposed budget was based on 
the treasurer’s report for the fiscal year ending November Ist, 1914, 
as compared with that report, it represented a reduction in expenses 
of more than one thousand dollars—thé absolute minimum of ex- 
pense without seriously crippling the work. 

To face the facts Saint Luke’s needs an additional income of 
$5,000.00 a year, approximately $400.00 a month, or $100.00 a 
week, The people wait Micawber-like for something “to turn 
up,’ whereas the method suggested in the letter, if acted upon, 
would solve the problem of church support.” Plain talk like 
this brought about effective results—many new names were 
added to the list of subscribers, and old contributors increased 
their subscriptions. 

At this meeting a vote of thanks, which was unanimous, was 
accorded Mr. Edward M. C. Tower for having painted, at his own 
expense, the rear wall of the sanctuary, directly back of the altar. 
It had previously been terra cotta in color, but the change to dark 
green produced a result far more effective as a back ground for 
the baldachino and chancel. 

At the election of wardens and vestrymen, Mr. William J. 
Fleming was chosen to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Mr. McRoy O’Loughlin. Mr. O’Loughlin, who had served on 
the vestry since 1905, began to feel physically reluctant to attend 
its regular monthly meetings, which were frequently conducted 
till late in the evening, and resigned on account of advancing 
years. Being the son of a Canadian minister of the Church of 
England, he was a devoted churchman, regularly attending all 
services to which he brought his family of four children. 

In his memory a stained-glass window in the south transept 
of Saint Luke’s, was given by his family and the eldest son, 
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Gerald, still retains the pew once occupied by his father. The 
following minute in reference to the death of Mr. McRoy 
O’Loughlin was unanimously adopted at a meeting of the vestry 
held March 12, 1917, and a copy ordered sent to the family. 

“Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God, in His wise 
Providence, to take out of this world the soul of our beloved 
brother and former vestryman, McRoy O’Loughlin, we the Rec- 
tor, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint Luke’s Church, 
New York, desire to record our deep sense of our loss at his 
departure. For ten years a vestryman, and for many more as a 
member of Saint Luke’s parish he discharged every trust with 
fidelity and zeal. His hand and heart were open and responsive 
to every worthy opportunity of service. With single hearted and 
generous devotion he served the church he loved, and his sturdy 
Christian character and earnest faith were an inspiration to all 
who knew him. Grant him, O Lord, eternal rest and may light 
perpetual shine upon him.” 


THE RECTOR’S MARRIAGE 


In the month of December the vestry and Woman’s Guild held 
a private conference relative to the prospective marriage of the 
Rector, the following letter printed and circulated, being the 
result of it: 


“December 30, 1914, 
To the Parishioners of Saint Luke’s Church: 


After consultation with members of the Woman’s Guild as to the best 
means of expressing to our Rector our esteem and appreciation on the occasion 
of his marriage on anuary 14, 1915, your vestry is of the opinion that many 
of the congregation would be glad of an opportunity to combine in furnishing 


a suitable gift of remembrance. Numerous requests for such an opportunity 


obviously small individual] gifts, likely to be duplicated will not be as success- 
ful as a combined effort. To this end, the vestry suggests that in place of 
individual gifts, all unite in raising a fund to be presented as a purse, or to 
secure such a token as the Rector and his bride may desire to select. For this 


Yours very truly, 
THE VESTRY.” 
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This letter was productive of a purse containing over six hun- 
dred dollars in gold, and the rector’s response to the presentation 
was printed in the leaflet: 


My dear Friends: 


Before leaving I must write a hasty line to express my deep and heart- 
felt thanks for your most generous gift. Few things have touched me more. 
It is not merely or chiefly the amount though a purse of $631.00 may under 
present circumstances be considered really munificent and will prove most 
helpful. 

I propose to use it for some definite piece of furniture which will prove 
a memento of the Parish. It is however what this gift signifies of love and 
devotion on the part of so many that gives it its chief value. To have this 
tangible evidence that so many of you are not merely wishing me well but 
also sympathetically and generously entering into and sharing my happiness 
on this occasion means more than I can express. 

My only regret is that it was not possible to invite you all to the wedding. 
I trust however, shortly after our return, that both Mrs. Oldham and myself 
will have an opportunity to see and thank you all in person. 

In the meantime please accept this hasty but heartfelt expression of 
thanks and deep appreciation. May our heavenly Father spare us for many 
more years of work and happiness together and may He bless and keep you 
now and always is the earnest wish and prayer of your friend and Rector. 


G. ASHTON OLDHAM. 


On Thursday, January 14 at noon, in the Cathedral of Saint 
John the Divine the Rector was married to Miss Emily Pierre- 
pont Gould. The ceremony was performed by Bishop Greer, 
assisted by the Reverend Doctor Ernest M. Stires, Rector of 
Saint Thomas Church. The vestry and staff of Saint Luke’s 
were present in their official capacity as representatives of the 
parish. Otherwise the wedding was private, only relatives and 
intimate friends being invited. In consequence, after the return 
of the Rector and his bride to the Rectory, a parish reception 
was held, to give everyone an opportunity to meet Mrs. Oldham. 
Printed invitations were circulated and read as follows: 


The Wardens and Vestrymen of 
Saint Luke’s Church 
request the pleasure of your company ata 
Parish Reception 
to meet 
The Reverend and Mrs. George Ashton Oldham 
in the Parish Hall 
Convent Avenue and 141st Street 
Thursday Evening, February 11, 1915 
Eight to Ten o’clock 
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Saint Luke’s adorned itself for this very festive event. The 
reception room was decorated with flowers, numerous potted 
palms and ferns, and the large parish turned out to do honor to 
the bride, to whom, with smiling faces, they extended a cordial 
greeting of welcome. She, on her part to enhance the happy 
occasion, donned again her white satin wedding-gown, for the 
pleasure of those who were not present at the marriage ceremony, 


PALESTINE PAGEANT AND ORIENTAL EXPOSITION 


This unique exhibition, which realistically portrayed Biblical 
life and scenes in the Holy Land was introduced to the parish 
chiefly through the initiative of Mrs. William C. Lester, an ardent 
Bible student, under the direction of the Reverend Doctor Allen 
Moore, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, and a mis- 
sionary among the Mohammedans and oriental Jews for seven- 
teen years. 

The entire floor of the basement of the church was covered by 
a representation of the city of Jerusalem. The visitor beheld 
streets, the Jaffa and Golden Gates, also bazaars and booths 
where oriental wares were displayed. There could be seen the 
rich man’s house, the home of Lazarus, and a native café. The 
Rock Tomb was represented, the beautiful model of the Taber- 
nacle in the wilderness, and a Bedouin encampment. The pot- 
ter’s wheel, the weaver’s loom, the upper and nether mill-stones, 
for grinding corn, and agricultural implements were presented 
to view, and various types of people that one would meet in the 
Holy Land, walked the streets, dressed in native costumes. The 
pageant continued from February 19 to March 5, with a varied 
program for six afternoons and thirteen evenings. Doctor Moore 
gave a series of costume lectures every evening, sixty persons 
taking part in oriental dress to illustrate the subject. There | 
were interspersed living tableaux of familiar Bible stories, and | 
new light shed on the account of the Prodigal Son, the Ten 
Virgins, and other parables. 

Thirteen churches co-operated with Saint Luke’s and shared 
in the proceeds of tickets sold to their respective members, the 
price being ten cents, single admission, and one dollar for the full 
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The churches combining were: 


Calvary Methodist Episcopal 

Chapel of the Intercession, Protestant Episcopal 
Hamilton Grange Reformed 

Holyrood Protestant Episcopal 

Holy Trinity of Harlem, Protestant Episcopal 
Lutheran Church of the Atonement 

Mount Morris Baptist 

North Presbyterian 

Saint Andrew’s Protestant Episcopal 

Saint Mary’s Protestant Episcopal 

St. Nicholas Avenue Presbyterian 
Washington Heights Baptist 

Washington Heights Methodist Episcopal 


At a meeting of the vestry, held March 1 5, 1915, Charles H. 
Tuttle, treasurer of the pageant reported a balance from the receipts 
in Saint Luke’s favor to the amount of $481.55. 

The Oriental Pageant was not presented to the public from the 
standpoint of financial venture, but was produced simply as an educa- 
tional movement in the community, to interpret the Bible to the 
indifferent, and to arouse intelligent and active interest in the Mis- 
sions. Its meritorious reputation spread beyond the confines of 
Washington Heights, and a request was extended to Doctor Moore 
to repeat the pageant under the auspices of the Board of Religious 
Education of the Diocese, at Synod Hall, Amsterdam Avenue and 
T1oth Street, May 21 to May 209, inclusive. 

Many who volunteered their services during its two weeks’ stay 
at Saint Luke’s, followed Doctor Moore to Synod Hall aiding in a 
second production of this realistic scriptural exposition. 


ASCENSION MEMORIAL CHURCH 


At a vestry meeting held in June the Rector read a proposed letter 
to the corporation of the Ascension Memorial Church, and it was 
moved and carried that the Rector be authorized to appoint a com- 
mittee to confer with the representatives of the Ascension Memorial 
Church as to a possible consolidation. The Rector then appointed 
as such committee, with himself as chairman, the senior warden, 
the clerk and Mr. Tuttle. 
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CHANGES DURING THE SUMMER 


For sufficient cause the sexton, William A. Mochrie, was dis- 
missed, and Henry S. Dykes was engaged in his place. 

The roof of the church was thoroughly gone over by an expert 
roofer, who spent a month repairing the various leaks and replacing 
broken tiles. A new room was built in the Sunday School, at the 
east of the entrance, for an office for the assistant to the Rector. 
The front pews of the church were removed to enlarge the space, 
and the floor tiled to correspond with the rest. The south ambulatory 
pillar was carved at private expense, and a temporary rood-beam 
was erected over the chancel. For ventilation four windows from 
the vestibule into the church were put on hinges, and chains attached 
so as to be opened or closed as occasion required. A communication 
was received from the Department of Water Supply, Gas and Elec- 
tricity, stating that the special lamps in front of the church would 
be no longer supplied with gas because an electric are light was to 
be installed at the corner of I41st Street and Convent Avenue, but if 
the church wished these lamps to be continued, special arrangements 
could be made for gas supply. Eighty new hassocks, same color 
as the pew cushions, four and a half inches thick and tufted were 
ordered by the vestry, and all the carpet on the church floor, under 
the pews, removed and the floor refinished and oiled. Mr. Charles 
H. Pierson, conceived the idea of converting it into woven rugs to 
be sold at the Church Fair which took place in November, thus greatly 
adding to the profits. 

During the summer it was learned that Mr. J. Romaine Brown, 
a neighbor, contemplated erecting a garage in Hamilton Terrace 
diagonally opposite the rear of the church. The members of the 
vestry were communicated with and the following letter addressed 
to Mr. Brown: 

August 5, 1915. 


My dear Mr. Brown: 


I am instructed to forward to you the enclosed resolutions, adopted 
by the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church. 

Whereas, the Vestry of Saint Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church, has 
been informed, that it is the purpose of Mr. J. Romaine Brown to erect a 
garage on the vacant lots on Hamilton Terrace diagonally across from the 
property of the church, and, whereas, it is the sentiment of the Vestry that 
such an erection would be very inimical to the interests of the church, and 
particularly would tend to depreciate the value of all surrounding property, 
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including the lots occupied by the church building, and its lots to the north 
thereof, would lower the residential character of the neighborhood, would 
invade the quiet of the services and endanger the safety of children passing 
to and from its Sunday School and its day school, and might lead to diffi- 
culties concerning the mortgage on the church property ; it is 

Resolved, that the clerk of the vestry transmit a copy of this resolution 
to Mr. J. Romaine Brown in the earnest hope, and as a respectful request, 
that he give weight to the views herein expressed, and will reconsider his 


present plans so far as the erection of a garage with frontage on Hamilton 
Terrace is concerned. 


Hoping for a favorable consideration of the above resolutions, I am, 
Very truly yours, 
(Signed) J. H. STORER, 


Clerk of the Vestry. 
Influenced by the resolutions sent him by the vestry, Mr. Brown’s 
reply was favorable in all respects. 


ASSOCIATE VESTRY 


It had been the desire of the Rector, expressed at a meeting held 
in May, that the vestry should be augmented by an auxiliary, com- 
prising fifteen men to be selected by a committee. Dr. Storer made 
a motion to this effect, which was unanimously carried, and Mr. 
Tuttle was appointed Chairman of the committee. He offered the 
following resolution at the October meeting which was accordingly 
adopted. 

Resolved, that the following plan be adopted for the period ending 
November 1, 1916, subject to continuance thereafter by vote of the 
vestry and approval of the Rector; 

(1) An associate body of fifteen men to be organized under the 
name of the Associate Vestry, to hold office for the said period, to 
elect a secretary, and to meet with the vestry or separately as herein 
provided. They shall be appointed by the vestry; and vacancies 
shall be filled by the vestry. 

(2) The Associate Vestry shall meet at the call of the Rector, 
who shall be its President; and may meet upon call by the Rector, 
with the vestry. 

(3) In the event of a joint meeting, the Associate Vestry and the 
Vestry shall vote as a unit, but the vote of a majority of a legal 
quorum of the vestry present shall be necessary to the passage of 
any corporate resolution or any resolution affecting the policy of 
the church, since the law does not permit the delegation of the power 
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of the vestry. Any number may call for the ayes and noes; and if 
in any case, a resolution shall receive the assent of a majority of 
the Associate Vestry present but shall fail of the assent of a majority 
of a legal quorum of the vestry, it shall be reserved for further con- 
sideration by the vestry after the joint meeting. No resolution 
constituting corporate action or affecting the policy of the church 
shall be debated or passed at a joint meeting unless a legal quorum 
of the vestry is present. The Rector may appoint joint committees ; 
and the clerk of the vestry shall be the clerk of all joint meetings. 

(4) The Associate Vestry, when meeting separately, may en- 
gage in such parish activities as they may think fit; but shall not 
adopt any resolutions involving corporate action or church policy, 
except as an advisory matter. The rector shal] appoint all com- 
mittees. 

In accordance with the above resolution the following were 
elected to the Associate Vestry and the clerk was ordered to 
notify each one and enclose a copy of the above resolution. 


Mr. William Culman Mr. John P. Leo Dr. E. H. Raymond 
Mr. James D. Freeman Dr. John Leshure Mr. J. Brewster Roe 
Dr. G. S. Harrington Mr. J. M. Lord Mr. W. J. Shearman 
Dr. A. V. Franklin Mr. G. W. McFadden Mr. E. C. Sperr 


: bf 
Mr. J. Henry Kahrs Mr. Charles H. Pierson Mr. William H. Wallace 


In case of declination, Mr. J. M. Williams was to be the first 
alternate. 

At the next meeting the clerk reported that all the men named 
at the last meeting for the Associate Vestry had been notified in 
accordance with the instruction of the vestry, and that the follow- 
ing had accepted: 


Dr. A. V. Franklin Mr. G. W. McFadden Mr. Wm. J. Shearman 
Dr. G. S. Harrington Mr. Charles H. Pierson Mr. E. C. Sperry 

Mr. J. Henry Kahrs Dr. E. H. Raymond Mr. J. M. Williams 
Mr. J. M. Lord Mr. J. Brewster Roe 


MEETING OF THE CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 
SAINT LUKE’S DAY, OCTOBER 18, 1915 


The annual meeting was held, Monday evening, Oct. 18, in 
the church parlor, the Rector presiding. 

Thirty-two members answered the roll-call. The membership 
was increased to 181 during the year, a gain of 3I over the 
previous year. The number of junior members amounted to 106. 
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After some discussion as to ways and means of increasing the 
membership, Mr. Tuttle moved that the President call a meeting 
next January to decide upon a plan for a financial campaign. 
This motion was seconded by Mr. Lester and carried. 

The officers serving were re-elected for another year. 


BOC IGCH POs eet Ase eee ce ie The Rector 

Buestay ices President) oi5: eee. ook ceo Mr. John H. Morrison 
second, Vice-President: ./............... Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle 
ELCASULED Tine cee Uta es oh i ay Mr. William C. Lester 
PREC ECLA VaNe atte oie AREAS icc hwtta hc en Mrs. Fred I. Simpson 


THE TREASURER’S FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 
October 19, 1914—October 18, 1915 


RECEIPTS 

Balance in Lawyers Title and Trust Co., DCT ER LOVE Mba tn ela. $2,161.83 

sieomasiecmes marl Uli setifis Vices ear toncaiie st Nit $ 27.0 

iv a ip PLO unhe eer ere e er der tod ne Ae 10.00 

y ‘ PON LITA Be Oe gE oh EL OL Bes 812.97 

4 ” 1915, unpledged gifts in church envelopes 1,385.80 

RRS DIPO CES Or 1a LOied iy ete ete te te ee eek 1.00 

Saint Luke’s Church School, birthday fund ............... 150.00 

Pitritroms Mrs Js Jarrett Blodzetts ier) ee 1,000.00 
interest on investments atid deposits ........ 6c... on... 893.23 4,280.00 
$6,441.83 

INVESTMENTS 

November 9, 1914, Guaranteed Mortgage ................ $3,000.00 

pug ast a2i11915)" Guaranteed, ’Morteage '25. 0) io, ek 2,000.00 5,000.00 


Balance in Lawyers Title and Trust Co., Oct. LOSI OT SS aoe eae $1,441.83 


Gomer eccints ssince Organization oer eeu ee id ue ee $20,641.83 
Papal vestediiis morteapes! 25. ue es oe ye ie ak ee 19,200.00 $1,441.83 
Uae ST UOTE Alba Sie. Sy Fg CMD aa aD Ae ORE ORM bs er $2,775.00 
UUTICRBEe ORE etn ere kL ak Sie EUR a ca, 150.00 

(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 
October 18, 1915. Treasurer. 


CELEBRATION OF THE 
NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
Though the actual 95th year of the founding of Saint Luke’s fell 


on Saturday, November 6, it was decided by the rector and vestry to 
celebrate the event the next day, the 7th, because it was Sunday. 
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All services were of a special festival character. 

The early communion, at eight a.m., with organist and choir to 
elaborate it musically, was chiefly attended at the request of the 
rector, by all persons it had been his privilege to prepare and present 
for confirmation at Saint Luke’s. This was more of a family service, 
when more than one hundred and fifty of those most intimate with 
the church came to worship together in a corporate communion. 

At Io a.m. the Church School turned out four hundred strong at 
the special service given over to them, and gave a testimony of their 
affection to the parish with $100 in pennies, nickels and dimes which 
they had patiently saved in their mite boxes to help toward paying 
the church debt. 

The most imposing was the regular morning service at eleven 
o'clock, when the Bishop of the Diocese, the Right Reverend David 
H. Greer, officiated and preached the sermon. In his address he 
congratulated the congregation on their difficulties. He said that 
men and institutions, notably churches, grew strong through over- 
coming the obstacles that had been placed in their way by either 
God or man. The discourse was one of congratulation and encourage- 
ment, and a spur to greater effort. 

The evening service at eight, was more expressly attended by out- 
siders, chiefly delegations from neighboring churches, the Chapel of 
the Intercession, Holy Trinity and Saint Andrews in Harlem. 

The principal speaker was the Reverend Doctor Ernest M. Stires 
of Saint Thomas’ Church, who decried the modern idea of efficiency 
and the extreme extent to which persons in these days gave them- 
selves over to the worship of it. He was followed by the Reverend 
Doctor Van de Water who extended the greetings of his church and 
congratulated Saint Luke’s upon having attained its 95th birthday. 

The Reverend Doctor Milo H. Gates, vicar of Intercession Chapel, 
also made a few remarks, extending the felicitations of his parish, 
relating past achievements of Saint Luke’s and predicting the happy 
consummation of the consecration of the church on its 1ooth an- 
niversary. 


VOTING PRIVILEGE EXTENDED TO THE 
WOMEN OF SAINT LUKE’S 


Before the Advent election took place, a special meeting of the 
vestry was summoned by the rector for the evening of November 24, 
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for the purpose of considering the granting to women of the church 
the privilege of voting at the annual meeting. The following resolu- 
tions were adopted: 

Resolved, that the rector, church wardens, and vestrymen of Saint 
Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church in the City of New ‘York in 
vestry duly assembled this 24th day of November, 1915, do recom- 
mend to the annual meeting of the parish, to be held on November 
29, I915 (notice hereof to be included in and given with the notice 
of such meeting) : 

Ist. That this corporation hereby accepts the provisions of the 
Act, Chapter 247 of the Laws of 1915, amendatory of Section 43 of 
the Religious Corporation Law : 

2nd. That women having the like qualification with men entitled 
to vote in this parish may vote at the annual elections and special 
meetings of the parish. 

Resolved, that, in case the said meeting shall determine to adopt 
the foregoing resolution, and in that case the presiding officer of 
this meeting and two of the qualified voters present thereat execute 
and acknowledge a certificate setting forth the foregoing resolution 
of the vestry ; the fact that notice thereof had been given with notice 
of such meeting; that such meeting had ratified the same, and the 
fact that the meeting had determined to change the qualifications of 
voters to conform to the requirements of Section 43 of the Religious 
Corporations Law, as amended by the Act, Chapter 247 of the Laws 
of IQIS. 


ADVENT ELECTION tors 


The notice having been given from the chancel steps of the parish 
meeting to be held the evening of November 29 for the election 
of one warden for two years, and three vestrymen for three years, 
a large gathering assembled and the rector explained the resolution 
adopted at a special meeting of the vestry which accorded with the 
permission granted by the recent Diocesan Convention. After dis- 
cussion by various women of the Parish as to whether the women 
desired the vote, an advisory vote of the women was taken, which 
showed a large majority in favor of receiving the privilege recom- 
mended by the Convention. 

The male voters having declared in favor of ratification of the 
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resolution, the chairman called for nominations, after which the 
polls were open for one hour, during which interval reports of com- 
mittees were read. 

After the expiration of an hour, the polls were declared closed, and 
the tellers announced the result of the election. Mr. Morrison was 
elected warden, and Messrs. Storer, Tuttle and Pedersen vestrymen 
for three years. In this regular and ordinary manner terminated the 
first Advent election at Saint Luke’s at which women parishioners 
were allowed the privilege to vote. 

The spirit of Saint Luke’s women has always been of an extra- 
ordinary high type. 


THE YEAR 1916 


The new year opened with an exquisite gift from the vestryman 
Mr. Edward M. C. Tower, to enrich the furnishings of the sanctuary. 
It was the presentation of an extremely beautiful and appropriate 
silk dossal and riddell curtains to enshrine the altar. In addition, 
at his own expense, he had all the cushions of the sanctuary re- 
covered to harmonize with the color of the curtains. 

Unfortunately, however, the new year confronted Saint Luke’s 
with a floating debt of $5,000.00. 

The Woman’s Guild came promptly forward to the partial relief 
of the treasury, by contributing $1,000.00 from the proceeds of the 
annual fair, thus lessening the amount to $4,000.00. In addition to 
bearing its own routine expenses, Saint Luke’s always bore in mind 
two very important debts of honor which were considered pre-eminent, 
viz.: the apportionment of Domestic and F oreign Missions, and the 
Diocesan Assessment for the Diocesan F und, Episcopal Fund and 
Diocesan Missions. The former amount being $1,581.00, and the 
latter $616.00, a total of $2,197.00 to be raised annually. On one 
Sunday afternoon in January, a committee of men and women made 
a canvass of the parish in the interest of the envelope system of 
contributions for general support of the church. Attending the eleven 
o'clock service for corporate communion and prayer, the committee 
held a short meeting immediately afterward, and the calls were all 
made that same afternoon, the pledges being returned that evening, 
and presented in the offering on the altar at the evening service. 
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Although many of those called upon were not at home, neverthe- 
less, more than half of the total of names given out became sub- 
scribers, with the result that $3 50.00 was added to the yearly income. 


A CHANGE IN THE CHOIR 


On the sixth Sunday after Epiphany, February 13, the absence of 
a boy choir from the chancel stalls was first observed. Instead, adult 
singers alone appeared, and though at first it was considered an 
experiment, and to last perhaps for the season only, Saint Luke’s 
choir continues to this day to be composed of the trained voices of 
men and women. With material of such splendid quality, the music 
is of a very ambitious character, and cantatas of a superior order, 
with ecclesiastical musical productions of great composers, are fre- 
quently rendered under the present organist and choirmaster, Mr. 
C. Whitney Coombs. 


PARISH DINNER 


Under the auspices of the Woman’s Guild and the Men’s Asso- 
ciation, a parish dinner was held the evening of March 2, in the 
interest of the Church Consecration Society—its treasury being aug- 
mented by the profits of $51.68. 

Though the gain was small pecuniarily, the dinner proved more 
profitable as to an increase in membership—ten new subscribers being 
added to the list. 


CONFIRMATION 


On Passion Sunday morning, April 9, Bishop Burch (suffragan) 
administered the rite of confirmation to a class of about seventy 
members as follows: 


Marie Alix Adams Karl Adalbert Krueger 
Ashforth Bailey Katherine Larkin 
Caroline Mary Barzan Margaret LeRoy 
Frederick Angelo Barzan Madeline Lieblee 
Regina M. Bulcroft Helen Louise Lockwood 
Theodore Reed Burch Harriet Jesty Main 
Nelson Fitzgerald Chambers Willett Andilla Mayers 
Edwin Clark Bessie May Middlebrook 
James Charles Coghlan Ira Barclay Morse 
Mabel Crawford Gladys Muller 

William Cromwell Cora Adele Nelson 


Annabelle Crotty Frederick Loren Palmer 
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Hazel Alma Cunningham Richard Paynter 

Cedric Dayton Margaret Payne 

Jessie Fawcett Clarence Windfield Phillips 
Marion Alice Ferguson Ella Adams Fulton 
Elsie Ferguson Edward Plumb 

Ruth Bertha Fink Edith Plumb 

Margaret Fink Ruby-Louise Reinhart 
Louise Lansing Foshay Elizabeth Rosine 

Mabel Louise Gage Richard Seaman 
Gertrude Dalzell Gladding Charles Hugh Wylde Sherlock 
Alice Roosevelt Gladding Charlotte Shoard 

Adam Hamilton Mary Alexandria Smith 
Thorley Frances Hatch William Steinmann 
Marguerite Himmellman Samuel L. Streep 
Lillian Sarah Hoffman Mabel Constance Sykes 
Dorothy Madeline Horscroft Emma Sykes 

Alice Houston Christian Thoeny 
Adelaide Margaret Hunt Helen Wroth Unverzagt 
Volberg Jepson Chauncey Weber 
Dorothea Marguerite Johnson Frank Leslie Yoran 
Grace Johnston Elizabeth Young 


William Johnstone 


THE HOLY WEEK MISSION 


The Nation-Wide Preaching Mission in the Episcopal Church 
throughout the United States had taken place in Advent, but in 
New York it was thought better to hold such Mission in Lent, and 
Bishop Greer accordingly sent out a request that every parish rec- 
ognize its observance. The rector of Saint Luke’s conducted the 
Mission alone, and in Holy Week. It comprised daily celebration 
of the Holy Communion, evening services with sermons and instruc- 
tions on vital Christian topics. He issued a daily prayer for the 
Mission to be used by parishioners, emphasizing the fact that the 
successful benefits derived from the Mission depended upon the 
earnestness of each individual. The response of the people was most 
sympathetic, the average attendance in the evening being over 300, 
and at the early communion (7 a.m.) 84 members, an intense religious 
spirit pervaded the gatherings, as was evidenced by the earnest char- 
acter of requests for prayer as well as for thanksgivings for blessings 
received. To many the Mission proved a real crisis in life. 


EASTER 1916 


The rector appointed a committee the last week in March, to take 
charge of details for the Easter celebration and solicit subscriptions 
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for the $5,000 offering, the aim of the vestry, based on the needs 
of the parish. 

Messrs. E. M. C. Tower, Charles H. Tuttle and William J. Flem- 
ing were chosen from the vestry, and Messrs. Edward C. Sperry, 
G. S. Harrington and John Henry Kahrs from the associate vestry. 
The day opened very stormy, lessening the attendance at the two 
early celebrations, and the eleven o’clock service. Towards after- 
noon the weather cleared somewhat enabling the Sunday School to 
turn out its full quota of pupils and teachers and to enjoy its own 
special festival service. The school’s offering amounted to $160, 
and rounded out the total for the day to $4,000.00. 


A WORLD WAR INCIDENT 


Sunday, May 28, was designated as a day for consideration of the 
desperate plight of the Armenians. A large attendance gathered at 
the evening service for which a special program had been prepared, 
the chief feature being sacred songs in Armenian sung by a native. 
Addresses were made by Professor Xenides of Anatolia College, 
Armenia, and by Mr. George S. Kebabian, President American 
Medical Relief Association. 


A NEW HEATING PLANT IN THE RECTORY 


In June two important structural improvements were considered 
by the vestry. One was more adequate heating facilities for the 
rectory, and the other was the laying of a new floor in the Sunday 
School room. After discussion of probable expenses, it was voted 
to postpone the question of the new floor for the present, or “until 
the next meeting,” which really meant October. 

The committee on supplies and repairs reported estimates regard- 
ing the new heating plant, but on expert investigation it was found 
none of them could be considered, as they were all based on condi- 
tion that the old flue in the rectory could be used, to which the Board 
of Underwriters withheld permission, as the law required chimneys 
to be lined with terra cotta, with an eight-inch brick wall on the 
outside. The committee was therefore ordered to procure other 
estimates, and have the work completed during the summer at a cost 
not to exceed $500. 
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The rector stated at this meeting that by mutual agreement, the 
assistant minister, the Reverend Mr. Hind, severed his connection 
with Saint Luke’s last August, and that he had engaged the services 
of the Reverend Mr. Charles H. Kues as curate, for three months 
only at a salary of $100 per month. He further reported that he 
had engaged the Reverend Doctor Lloyd as special preacher during 
the month of September at a personal cost of $100, whereupon the 
vestry authorized the treasurer to reimburse the rector to the amount 
of $100. 

The following resolutions by Mr. Morrison were passed : 

Resolved, that Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle, who has had a life-time 
association with Saint Luke’s parish, be requested to act as Saint 
Luke’s historian, and gather such historical facts as she may be 
able with the view for the publication of a Memorial booklet in con- 
nection with Saint Luke’s centennial in 1920. 

Resolved, that Mrs. Tuttle is hereby authorized to secure such 
material as she may require for the recording of the historical data, 
and the preservation until needed for the proposed publication. 

Delegates elected to attend the Diocesan convention were Messrs. 
J. H. Morrison, Dr. J. H. Storer and Stanley H. Molleson. From 
the associate vestry, Dr. Raymond was chosen as alternate for Mr. 
Morrison, Mr. Green for Dr. Storer, and Mr. Sperry for Mr. 
Molleson, 


THE CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY OF 1916 


The annual meeting took place on the evening of Saint Luke’s 
Day, being attended by friends and newcomers in addition to the 
regular members, forty-four of which answered to the roll-call. The 
complete membership list was stated as 208, an increase of 27 during 
the year. Plans were discussed for increasing the membership, and 
Mr. Sperry made a motion that a committee be appointed to promote 
the object which was seconded by Mr. Coombs. Mr. Tower rose and 
offered an amendment, and the motion as amended was carried— 
that a permanent ways and means committee be appointed and form 
plans to present at a later meeting. Thereupon the rector named 
Messrs. Tower, Sperry, Tuttle, Pearson and Mrs. Lester; other 
members to be appointed later. 
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The rector read two encouraging letters he had received. One 
was from Shanghai, China, and stated “The enclosed order for 
fifteen dollars is a small donation for the fund for paying off the 
debt of Saint Luke’s Church. Last winter, during a short stay in 
New York, we frequently had the privilege of being present at the 
Sunday morning service, and I should like to add a word of thanks 
for help received.” 

hey other letter was dated N.Y: C:, Sept. 24,°19167°°"1T am 
enclosing my Church Consecration offering for this year. Although 
I will probably take my Church letter to S— where my new home 
will be, I want to continue a member of Saint Luke’s Consecration 
Society.” 


The officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: 


PCRS ICT tr re ea cle ea antec ee ae ha lore alors The Rector 

MIF SCG ICO TESIGENT UN nok edits worse oa os Mrs. Morrison 
SeCandeVace-= PF residents. cisic esis eetak’s Cees ses Mrs. H. Croswell Tuttle 
PT @AS Cele te) roe mutes de te park Mr. Wm. C. Lester 

see FPA Rip a Seal ee eect Ney bab SIR ett Aa atl .. Mrs. Fred Irving Simpson 
Direetorot thes Juniors 123.6 veils aw ia. Mr. Charles H. Tuttle 


THE TREASURER’S FIFTH ANNUAL, REPORT 


October 18, 1915—October 18, 1916 





Dalence in eawyers Litie and Trust Co:,Oct., 1915 022.65 eee ks $1,441.83 
RECEIPTS 
MP OMIEDOU Mest EOL OLA oon fd Colas «hols Mh ole's Suc Wots s etetew ans $ 170.00 
5 ‘3 Ne ER Bey ay ALN aot UNE a nates Fe A 909.00 
4 ay * 1916, and unpledged gifts .........;.... 1,980.75 
sg fi OO ANE AR: CEN EG SOS ERAS Oba k SURE Een t ROSES. 25.00 
i LS Meee eto i Pig Shia d dre se a hass as cess 15.00 
fs i SP CES EI SAS Ee Ree gs ARC ee a gd 15.00 
4) 5) Ree A LOMAS eed wid sais lg Ae tel. ba ae ete 15.00 
PER OBULCHEPENVelUPes tun ars cis nd ark aoe Cok ven bee 202.39 
AMEE ALE (SMM CLINIOR GML Ee DTS ther tat, wikis Ao Gk ioe Shes auld ace ise ah an 51.68 
CHIbTIroneni tsa Parrett: Blodgett 20) es eee Cs wn Saw eee 1,000.00 
Anonymous gift, conditional upon a like amount being paid 
SO DOP DiCd Ged ie neni Cae Wem hess esl Satay neal ued 500.00 
Interest on mortgage investments ©. ...5.......cecececcees 1,052.23 
Interest on balances in Trust Company .......60.0.-..0.. 31.43 5,967.48 
$7,409.31 
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INVESTMENTS 


Dec. 1, 1915, Guaranteed Mortgageues ola 
July 10, 1916, Guaranteed Mortem aunts 2,000.00 
TARE a Reine ove 1 Sa Ue 











Total receipts since Organization \Neene ves oc. 07, Lan $26,609.31 $26.609.31 
Total invested in mortgages | Veco e satu yd: os eee 24,200.00 
Interest) paid \. roo ane eel eae re lS i aR 19.17 24,219.17 
$ 2,390.14 
Membership ......... 208 
Jurors’ Coe ey aie: 63 


(Signed) WILLIAM C., LESTER, 


Treasurer. 


The parish reception which followed the business meeting was 
a social success. Not only were a great many long-standing par- 
ishioners present, but also a large number of newcomers into the 
parish. Under the direction of the organist a splendid musical 
program was rendered, and under the Supervision of Mrs. H. 
Croswell Tuttle, assisted by the ladies of the Guild, substantial 
refreshments were provided, and daintily served by the girls of 
the Berean Society. 

The annual fair, which took place, November 21 and 22, under 
the able direction of Mrs. William Hendry Wallace, as chairman, 
netted nearly $2,000.00, $1,200.00 of which was given to the parish 
treasurer. The remainder being placed in the treasury of the 
Woman’s Guild, for the Payment of the salary of the parish 
Visitor, choir vestments, expenses and laundry, and maintenance 
of the church kitchen. 


ADVENT ELECTION 1916 


The annual parish meeting and election of vestrymen took 
place the first Monday in Advent, December 4. A full report of 
the vestry for the Past year was given by the officers and chair- 
men of committees, and ample opportunity for questions and 
discussions was allowed. Officers to be elected were one warden 
for two years, and three vestrymen for three years. 
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Those whose terms expired were Mr. William F. Weeks, war- 
den, and Messrs. Stabler, Tower, and Molleson. The balloting 
resulted in the election of Mr. Weeks as warden for another two 
years, and Messrs. Walter Stabler, E. M. C. Tower and Charles 
H. Pearson for vestrymen. 

The following men were elected to the position of associate 
vestrymen: 


E, D. Franklin, M.D. W. J. Shearman 
G. S. Harrington, M.D. E. C. Sperry 

E. H. Raymond, M.D. J. M. Williams 
John Henry Kahrs H. W. Green 

J. M. Lord Henry Mott 


At a subsequent meeting this list was increased by five more 
members, viz.: 


F, A. Wyckoff Walter J. Stein 
S. R. Taylor L. L. Decker 
W. L. Jones 

YEAR 1917 


This year opened with a crisis for our country—war with Ger- 
many seemed imminent. Sunday, February 4, was one of great 
excitement, and the rector preached on patriotism, emphasizing 
loyalty in upholding the honor of the United States. Pacificism 
dared not draw its breath within the walls of Saint Luke’s, though 
one attempt was made from the pulpit by a visiting clergyman. The 
vials of righteous indignation poured upon him by the rector in the 
vestry-room, and heard outside, were a lasting and effectual deterrent 
to expressions of similar sentiments. 

In his sermon Mr. Oldham said he applauded the action of the 
Chief Executive of our country in severing diplomatic relations with 
Germany. ‘‘This course may mean war,” he continued, “and war is 
terrible, but in the famous words of Patrick Henry: ‘Is life so 
dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and 
slavery? Forbid it Almighty God!’ We are face to face with tre- 
mendous issues, and we have got to be ready!” At this juncture 
two men rose and left the church offended with Saint Luke’s spirited 
singing of national airs and the rector’s sermon in particular. Mr. 
Oldham, however, received friendly congratulations from other 
German-Americans in the congregation. He served for a while as 
chaplain during the war. 


<a bart ece BE BS bee ® Bey 
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A MEMORIAL FLAG 





A parishioner of many years standing, Mrs. William H. Kirby, 
whose husband had served as a soldier, and died a Captain of the 
Old Guard, decided it was Opportune and appropriate to make a 
gift to the church of a beautiful silk flag and staff in his memory. 
The dedicatory service took place Sunday morning, March 11, to 
the sound of taps and martial music, and the flag was carried for 
the first time in the choir procession during the singing of the reces- 
sional hymn. It served as a great factor all through the war to 
enhance every patriotic demonstration in Saint Luke’s. 

At a meeting, Monday, March 12, the clerk of the vestry read 
a letter directed to him from the Honorable Henry L, Stimson, 
ex-Secretary of War, urging that the following set of resolutions 
be adopted, and a copy sent to the President of the United States, 
Secretary of War, and other members of the cabinet, and to mem- 
bers of both Congressional Committees on Military affairs. 

The vestry of Saint Luke’s Church of the City of New York, in 
meeting assembled, unanimously adopted the following minutes: 

“We urge all groups of citizens, secular and religious, large and 
small societies, clubs and institutions of every sort, to unite with 
us in giving immediate public expression to such convictions as those 
which we now solemnly record: 

First.—That the act of the Executive in severing diplomatic rela- 
tion with Germany is one to be approved and commended by all 
who have the best interests of the United States at heart. 

Second.—That the German declaration of January 31, 1917, rep- 
resents an unjustified and unjustifiable attempt to destroy the free- 
dom of the sea and to abridge the commercial liberty guaranteed to 
us by established law and custom; and that if the Government of 
the United States were to acquiesce therein such action would be 
resented by all good citizens as in the highest degree pusillanimous 
and as altogether inconsistent with the spirit and traditions of a free 
people. 

Third.—That the President will be justified in recommending to 
Congress the most extreme measures that may be deemed necessary 
to protect life, liberty and prosperity; that it is our duty and that 
of all loyal citizens to tender immediately to the Government all the 
service of which we severally and collectively are capable. 
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Fourth——That while all should stand ready to volunteer if volun- 
tary service is called for, yet Congress, in providing for our common 
safety, should not adopt emergency measures merely, but should 
definitely recognize the principle that the duty of defending the 
nation rests equally upon all citizens capable of service. To the 
end, therefore, that the burden of safe-guarding the country should 
no longer be cast exclusively upon the loyal National Guard and 
upon all other patriotic, military and naval volunteers, Congress 
should be urged to exercise its Constitutional power, “to raise and 
support armies” by establishing immediately a permanent and demo- 
cratic system of defense based upon universal service and training 
under direct and exclusive Federal control.” 

An appropriate roster was placed in the vestibule of the church 
at the request of the rector, presenting the names of the men and 
women of the parish who enrolled with the colors, and it was re- 
solved by the vestry that the basement of the church be placed at 
the disposal of the State for the Military Census from June oth for 
about two weeks. While these preparations for war were being 
planned, the vestry was called upon to mourn the death of their 
old time colleague, Jonathan Sprague Bard. 

The following minute was unanimously adopted at a meeting held 
Monday, March 12, 1917: 

“In the death of Mr. Bard which occurred February 28 in Brook- 
lyn, Connecticut, we, the vestry of Saint Luke’s Church, in the City 
of New York, deem it fitting that we should note on our church 
records the passing away of one who for a long period as warden 
and treasurer of Saint Luke’s rendered most devoted service. Mr. 
Bard’s official connection with the church extended from 1890 to 
1903. From 1891 to 1897 he served as treasurer, which included 
the period of the building of the uptown church which called for 
much responsibility and extraordinary demands upon his time and 
attention. 

The vestry at a meeting in May, 1897, when Mr. Bard had asked 
for relief from the duties of the treasurer (he was then in his 
seventy-third year) expressed by formal resolution their “deep ap- 
preciation of the valuable services he had rendered during the building 
and formation period of the new church, and the faithfulness and 
scrupulous care shown by him in the management of the large funds 
entrusted to him as the financial officer of the church.” 
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Mr. Bard became warden in 1894 and continued as such until 
1903 when he removed to his country home in Brooklyn, Conn. 
Since that time he retained his interest in Saint Luke’s and all its 
concerns. He lived to the ripe old age of ninety-two (92) and died 
not only respected but loved by all who knew him. “The memory 
of the just is blessed.” 

At the beginning of the year the vestry empowered the treasurer, 
Mr. Stabler, to pay the parish secretary, Mrs. Lassiter, the sum of 
twenty-five dollars per month. She responded in the following 
letter : 


261 Edgecombe Avenue, January 31, 1917) 


My dear Mr. Stabler: 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your check for twenty-five (25) 
dollars, which I am returning, not without much appreciation. 

Mr. Oldham informs me that it is sent as monthly payment of a salary 
voted to me by the vestry at the last meeting. I feel sure that you will not 
consider it ungracious in me to decline this remuneration for my services. 


please to take back the salary and leave the pleasure with me. With many 
thanks to the vestry, which I should be glad to have you express to them, 
I am 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) CAROLINE D. LASSITER. 


THE CHURCH PENSION FUND 


Saint Luke’s, ever responsive to a righteous appeal, had its sympa- 
thies stirred at this time by the touching call made by Bishop William 
Lawrence for aged and infirm clergy of the Episcopal Church. “In 
other vocations of life,” he said, “the same energy, the same high 
enthusiasm displayed by the minister in the service of the church 
would have put him beyond fear of want, and yet by the church he 
is not only underpaid while at work, but is actually neglected when 
his active years are passed. The aim for the fund was five millions, 
but the total sum surpassed all expectations reaching six and a half 
millions. Saint Luke’s share in the effort amounted to $1,303.00. 
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CONFIRMATION 


Confirmation was administered Sunday, March 4, at the evening 
service, to a class of about fifty, twelve of whom were adults. 


Ingeberg Alin Sofia Ahman John Edward Lawrence 
Ethel Auer George Haberer La Compte 
Henry Sloan Becker Donald Leo 
~ William Harney Bomes Edna May MacDonald 
Dorothy Louise Burkett Catherine McCracken 
Trowbridge Bailey Helen Main 
Maud Augusta Benier Edna Main 
Ebba Marie Carell Albert Michael Morris 
Howard Jefferson Caughey Vivianne Meylan 
Robert Francis Caughey Donald Manson 
George Henry Cappen, Jr. Catherine Wilson Poey 
Helena Eugenia Calley Ruth Shoard 
Gertrude Ethel Farrell Emily Stark 
Amy Josephine Frank Florence Seaman 
Marguerite Finke Homer Steen 
Florence Charlotte Finke George Sander 
Elsa Fahrer William Edward Smith 
Lillian Plummer Geoffrey Sarah Smith 
Arthur Jordan Hoehn Andrew Lester Wheeler 
Lydia Clara Hoppe Ruth Dorinda Whittle 
Lawrence Hyde Evelyn Alberta Willkins 
Laura Isabelle Kirk Hilda Withers 
Duval Kanely Edith Weber 


Warren Matthew Klanhammer Charlotte Winifred Young 
THE EASTER OFFERING, APRIL, 8 


On account of the floating debt of $5,200.00 a great effort was 
exerted throughout the parish and its various organizations to match 
the offering of Easter 1914, which was $4,887.91 and considered 
large for Saint Luke’s. Notwithstanding the earnest spirit that pre- 
vailed the amount fell short $387.00. The total resulting in $4,500.00, 
including the contribution from the Sunday School, $275.00, which 
was pledged in advance to Missions, but would apply at the same 
time on the Parish Apportionment. 

Three days before Easter (April 5th) war with Germany had 
been declared by Congress in special session, and with all doubt now 
set aside people began to weigh and consider their personal resources 
against uncertain contingencies, and their obligation to support and 
sustain the government in the great approaching conflict. The flota- 
tion of the National “Liberty Loan” was now under way, and both 
from a standpoint of patriotism and religion every Christian man and 
woman felt it a duty to take a practical interest in these bonds. 

The following appeared in the Church “Leaflet” : 
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A LIBERTY PEW 


“Inasmuch as many persons are contemplating the purchase of 
one or more bonds for their children, it is thought that there may 
be not a few who would be willing to purchase at least one for their 
spiritual Mother, the Church. To give such desire concrete and 
appropriate expression, the Rector suggests the endowment of a 
pew, to be set apart forever free and to be known as “Liberty Pew.” 
To do this will require about $1,000.00 or twenty $50 bonds. Are 
there not twenty individuals or twenty families who will be glad to 
give a bond for this purpose? There are, of course, many persons 
in the parish who cannot afford as much as fifty dollars, even on 
€asy payments, who would nevertheless like to have a share in the 
enterprise. A method by which they may do so is the formation of 
Clubs of ten or twenty-five or fifty subscribers, each one paying 
such proportionate amount. In this way every member of the parish 
may become a participant in the plan and so render a real service 
both to the Nation and the Church. Such subscriptions would go 
immediately to help the sufferers in Belgium and France, to finance 
our armies and those of our Allies, and also at the same time to 
provide a permanent and appropriate memorial in Saint Luke’s 
Church for its share in the Liberty Loan.” 

In response to the appeal $900 was contributed, which is stil] 
invested in Liberty Bonds. 

The following persons subscribed to the fund: 


F. W. Aigeltinger F. M. Pedersen 

H. Alcombrach Maria Thedford 
Men’s Association Mrs. L. R. Schuyler 
E. M. Chamberlain Walter Stabler 

J. D. Freeman Sunday School 

F. B. Hense Mrs. E. M. C. Tower 


Mr. J. Henry Kahrs gave $200 as a memorial to his infant son, 
John Henry Kahrs, Jr., who would have been the age to serve in 
the war if he had lived. And through the Reverend G. A. Oldham 
$275 were contributed—the names of the donors not appearing on 
record. 

The rector hoped this step might prove significant as an initial 
one towards raising an endowment fund for other pews and making 
all sittings in God’s House free. The aim was too exalted and 
apogean for the resources of the parishioners. 
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As the endowment was not complete until the autumn, the ceremony 
to set apart the “Liberty Pew” took place Sunday morning, Oc- 
tober 21. 

Its location is in the south transept under the stained glass window, 
which Saint Luke’s parish gave as a memorial to her boys who lost 
their lives in the “World War.” 


A PATRIOTIC SERVICE 


Under the auspices of the Men’s Association a special patriotic 
service was held in Saint Luke’s, Sunday evening, May 20. A 
printed program of the entire service was prepared for the con- 
gregation and included “The Star Spangled Banner’; the anthem 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, “Flag of our Heroes Who Left Us Their 
Glory”; George Washington’s prayer for our country, with prayers 
for the army and navy. 

The church was crowded, the music most inspiring and the ad- 
dress by Captain Leslie Vickers held the listeners spellbound to 
the end. 

Captain Vickers, though a British subject, had spent several years 
of his life in the United States. When the European war broke 
out in the summer of 1914, he was pastor of a church in New Jersey. 
He resigned his charge at once and went to England to offer his 
services in the national cause. He was wounded twice, and after 
an unsuccessful operation in the latter case, he was invalided from 
the service after eight months in a hospital. The subject of his 
address was “Life in the Trenches and Other Aspects of the Great 
War.” It was a recital of his own experiences as a fighting officer 
in France during 1915, and presented a faithful picture of the life 
of a soldier in this European War. 

The next evening, Monday, May 21, a vestry meeting was held, 
when the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, that fifteen (15) dollars of the offering of last even- 
ing (Patriotic Service) be turned over to the treasurer of the Men’s 
Association. 

Resolved, that the balance of the offering one hundred and twenty- 
five (125) dollars be applied to the equipment of a chaplain for the 
army as requested by the Diocesan Committee having the matter 
in charge. 
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Resolved, that the vestry express to the Men’s Association appre- 
ciation of the earnest work in making a very stirring success of the 
Patriotic Service, on the evening of May 20, and in particular, that 
the vestry express their thanks to Mr. Wyckoff for his admirable 
leadership in this matter, and to Mr. Coombs and the choir for their 
splendid musical program. 


TWO NEW WINDOWS TO BE ERECTED 


At a meeting held June 21, 1917, the rector informed the vestry 
that Mr. James D. F reeman, who had given a stained glass window 
in memory of his sister, Mary Madeline Pray, in the year I9QI2, now 
desired to make a gift of another memorial window in the name of 
his mother, Mary Freeman. The rector also announced that the last 
two confirmation classes as a thank offering planned to give the 
church a new stained glass window for the Baptistry, the subject be- 
ing, “Christ Blessing Little Children.” Both windows to be executed 
by the London firm, Messrs. Heaton, Butler and Bayne. They were 
sent to this country the following year, and the ceremony of dedica- 
tion took place Sunday morning, May 12, 1918. Mr. F reeman’s 
windows stand side by side in the south transept next to Doctor 
Patey’s window. When the rector made announcement of the gift 
of the windows, he stated that with funds he had on hand he wished 
to have carved and gilded on the panels of the marble parapet sur- 
Tounding the background of the Sanctuary, the names of all the 
rectors of Saint Luke’s, with the dates of their rectorship. This 
beautiful historical work was accomplished under the direction of 
the rector and the architect. The marble parapet was erected in the 
year IQ13 as a memorial to Mr. Robert Thedford, a vestryman of 
Saint Luke’s for five years, 

A special meeting of the vestry was summoned Wednesday, August 
8, 1917, to consider the call which the rector had received to Saint 
Ann’s Parish, Brooklyn, N. Y. As a quorum failed to be present, 
the meeting resolved itself into an informal discussion. 

At a following meeting held Monday, September 17, the clerk 
read a letter from the rector: 
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Norfolk, Conn., Sept. 4, 1917. 


To the Wardens and Vestrymen, 
Saint Luke’s Church, New York City. 


My dear Friends and Colleagues: 


It is with a feeling of deep regret, I feel impelled to accept the call to 
assume the rectorship of Saint Ann’s Church, Brooklyn. 

I am planning to enter upon this new work on the first of November 
and accordingly tender herewith my resignation as Rector of Saint Luke’s 
Church, to take effect on that date. 

In the near future I shall call a special meeting to take formal action on 
this matter, as well as to take such other steps as may be necessary under the 
circumstances. 

Praying the Almighty’s continued blessing and guidance for Saint 
Luke’s, I am, with affectionate regards, 


Very faithfully yours, 
(Signed) G. ASHTON OLDHAM. 


Mr. Morrison, the senior warden moved that the resignation be 
accepted with the following resolutions: 


“Whereas the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham has tendered his resig- 
nation as rector of Saint Luke’s Church in order to accept a call to 
Saint Ann’s Church, Brooklyn. Resolved, that this vestry accepts 
the resignation of Mr. Oldham with sincere regret. His rectorship 
at Saint Luke’s will be held in grateful and lasting: remembrance. 
His organization of the Saint Luke’s Consecration Society having 
for its purpose the extinguishment of the mortgage debt through 
annual payments into a sinking fund will eventually relieve the church 
of that heavy burden and this we trust at no very distant date. The 
chancel and other parts of the church edifice have been beautified by 
memorials and other gifts which Mr. Oldham largely influenced. 
We will sadly miss our rector, and he will carry away with him our 
earnest wishes for success to his new field of work.” 

Mr. Stabler seconded the motion which was thereupon accepted. 
Messrs. Storer and Tower adding remarks of felicitations and regret. 

A special committee comprising Messrs. Morrison, Stabler, Tower 
and Storer was chosen to secure a new rector, the present curate, the 
Reverend Charles Henry Kues, being retained as locum tenens at one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per month after November first 
until a rector should be permanently engaged. 
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SAINT LUKE’S DAY, OCTOBER 18, IQI7 


At the morning service, when the Holy Communion was 
celebrated, a new silver cross and candle-sticks, especially de- 
signed for the small altar, were formally received and dedicated 
by the rector. They were presented by Mrs. Oldham in memory 
of her mother, Mary Pierrepont Gould, whose funeral service 
took place in Saint Luke’s, Sunday afternoon, February 18, 1917. 


THE CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


The annual meeting of the Society was held in the evening of 
Saint Luke’s Day, the rector presiding. Forty-seven members 
were present, though a large number of the parishioners were in 
attendance. 

Regrets were expressed at the resignation of the secretary, 
Mrs. Fred. I. Simpson, and a vote of thanks was extended to 
her for five years’ faithful service. Mr. J. Henry Kahrs was 
elected to succeed her, the personnel of the other offices remain- 
ing the same as in previous years. On motion of Prof. Frederick 
M. Pedersen, the Reverend Mr. Oldham was elected Honorary 
President. After Mr. Lester, the treasurer, presented his state- 
ment, and other reports were read, a parish reception followed 
at which the best wishes of the members were extended to the 
retiring rector with a handsome gold watch as a gift of 
remembrance. 


THE TREASURER’S SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 
October 18, 1916—October 18, IQI7 


RECEIPTS 
Balance in Lawyers Title and Trust Company, October 18, 1916....... $2,390.14 
Hledges'to the/credit) of 1914/4 oy. oy, Jigian th, eee $ 75.00 
Gilt Cie), ieee A915 Face aittant neh ree 169.00 
cee | ARTE D101 Gig Wet ok ee an 833.75 
o eeaege be MEM WAL bs Oh Bee unpledged gifts ......... 1,723.65 
i eM amMPmEMAn MTs CJT iadaccn apy sn tie 30.00 
BREET OIG TO ale ase tc mm s ceneeetiea 15.00 
KA MME TORE Nii Hal Ankit 15.00 
Saint Luke's Day Collections .......0......80....10h0 39.56 | 
Duplex; envelopes ‘for! thé ‘year 1) / 7), (lone ee Lan. 453 
Sunday School Birthday Offering ini i ots Sa a eae 5.00 
Gift from Mrs. J. Jarrett Blodgett it ji2.: 0) 1,000.00 
Interest in daily bank balances .................000000000 52.18 
Interest from investments \...........0..¢0..00,./0Ll, 1,252.50 5,438.39 


Total receipts for’ the year, .)../50...tu.5s. «ety $7,828.53 























J. HENRY KAHRS 
Vestry, 1917. Church Treasurer, 1922 to Present Date 
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INVESTMENTS 
Nova 29, 1910, Guaranteed. Mortgage .......000crccccaees $3,000.00 
June 12, 1917, eS iCay, 33470 -Laperty, Bondss: yu ws 2,000.00 5,000.00 
Balance in Lawyers Title and Trust Co., Oct. 18, 1917................ $2,828.53 
@erarecolection since. organization 2. ...0.6.2 0020 $32,028.53 
Dotal investments since organization ...........cssceees- 29,200.00 
See Pn CON erat at, ese tc) tment ge OE ei LE $2,828.53 
(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 


Treasurer. 


A meeting held Monday, October 29, 1917, was the last one 
presided over by the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham as rector. In 
a few well chosen words he bade the vestry farewell, thanking 
them for their co-operation, assistance and kindly feeling in the 
work of the church since he had been rector. Adding a hope for 
the continuance of the blessing Mavs the church and success in 
carrying on the work. 

Mr. Tuttle then offered the following resolution “I move that 
the vestry and associate vestry in closing this final meeting under 
the rectorship of Mr. Oldham, express to him on behalf of the 
entire parish its sincere thanks for the great work he has done in 
our midst and our deep appreciation of his whole-hearted devo- 
tion at all times to its welfare, and that we extend to him our best 
wishes for the utmost success in his new field of labor.” 

On November 1, All Saints Day, the Reverend Mr. Oldham 
preached his last sermon as rector from the pulpit of Saint Luke’s 
and on the following Sunday, November 4, he was duly installed 
as rector of Saint Ann’s Church, Brooklyn, by Bishop Burgess. 


NAMES OF THE MEN WHO SERVED ON THE 
VESTRY DURING THE RECTORSHIP OF THE 
REVEREND G. ASHTON OLDHAM, B.D. 





1909 1910 1914 
John H. Morrison No change William J. Fleming 
William F. Weeks 

Wardens 1911 1915 
Stanley H. Molleson No change 

John H. Storer Richard Burr 
William C. Lester Luman W. Johnson 1916 
Samuel J. Kramer Charles H. Pearson 
Major A. White 1912 
McRoy O’Loughlin Edward M. C. Tower 1917 


Charles Henry Tuttle Theodore S. Rumney John Henry Kahrs 
Robert Thedford 

Jacob Hoehn 1913 

Walter Stabler Frederick M. Pedersen 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The seventh rector of Saint Luke’s was born in Sunderland, 
Durham County, England, August 15, 1877, son of Joseph Rodgers 
Oldham and Annie Elizabeth Shaw Banks. He was baptised in 
Saint Peter’s, Monk Wearmouth, said to have been founded by 
the Venerable Bede, and to be the oldest church in England. 

His father, a naval architect, sang in the choir of Durham 
Cathedral, so in his earliest years Mr. Oldham’s church associa- 
tions were of the closest. 

He came to America in 1886, when he was nine years old—his 
parents settling in Cleveland, Ohio, where he received his ele- 
mentary education. 

After graduating from Cornell inven in 1902, where he 
received the degree of B.A. and became an instructor in oratory, 
he entered the General Theological Seminary, this city, in 1905, 
and obtained the degree of B.D. After serving his Diaconate in 
Grace Church Parish, he was ordained priest in Trinity Church 
on Trinity Sunday, June 10, 1906. Accepting a curacy at Saint 
Thomas’ Church, under Reverend Doctor Stires, he acted at the 
same time as Chaplain of Columbia University, also as teacher 
in Saint Faith’s School for Deaconesses. After two years at Saint 
Thomas’ he was called to Saint Luke’s Church, June 7, 1908, as 
assistant minister to the Reverend John T. Patey, Ph.D., suc- 
ceeding to the rectorship, January 26, 1909, which office he con- 
tinued to hold until November Ist, 1917, when he resigned to be- 
come rector of Saint Ann’s Church, Brooklyn, New York. 

On Tuesday, October 24th, 1922, he was consecrated Bishop- 
Coadjutor in All Saints Cathedral, Albany, N. Y., by the Right 
Reverend Richard H. Nelson, D.D., Bishop of Albany. 
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EFIGHTH RECTOR 


WILLIAM THOMAS WALSH 
(1918) 


During the interval from November 1, 1917 to January 20, 1918, 
when the church was without a rector, the senior warden, Mr. 
John Hamilton Morrison, watched over the parish with paternal 
care. He called on Bishop Greer at his office to consult about 
the rectorship, submitting a list of names for his approval. 

Through Mr. Morrison’s instrumentality Saint Luke’s vacant 
pulpit was filled every Sunday morning and evening, with inter- 
esting preachers from various churches, both in and out of the 
city, and in a few cases, from other states. He presided at the 
vestry meetings and the annual election, conducting with wise 
judgment all matters pertaining to the welfare of the parish. 


The visiting clergymen were as follows: 


November 4, Reverend Reginald H. Starr, D.D. of N. Y. City 
; Morning Service 
November 11, Reverend H. A. L. Sadtler of Rahway, N. J. 
Morning Service 
November 18, Right Reverend Frederick Courtney, D.D. 
. Morning Service 
Reverend William Thomas Walsh 
Evening Service 
November 25, Canon George William Douglas, D.D. 
Morning Service 
Reverend E. N. W. Knapp, Vicar of the Incarnation Chapel 
Evening Service 
November 29, Thanksgiving Day, Reverend Henry Anstice, D.D. 
Morning Service 
December 2, Reverend P. J. Steinmetz of Philadelphia 
Morning Service 
Reverend John R. Atkinson, D.D., of Christ Church 
Evening Service 
December 9, Reverend F. S. Smithers, Jr. of Middletown, N. Y. 
Morning Service 
Also preaching at the Evening Service 
December 16, Right Reverend Charles Sumner Burch, D.D. 


Morning Service 
Reverend T. J. Lacey, D.D. 
Evening Service 
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January 6, Archdeacon H. W. Pott, D.D. : 
Morning Service 
Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, Saint Ann’s, Brooklyn 
Evening Service 
January 13, Reverend George Hilton 


Morning Service 
Patriotic Service, Captain Arthur Rudd, Speaker é: 
Evening Service 


ADVENT ELECTION 


On the first Monday in Advent, December 3, 1917, the vacancy 
in the vestry caused by the resignation last April of Mr. William 
J. Fleming, was filled by the election of Mr. J. Henry Kahrs, who 
had been a regular attendant of Saint Luke’s for twenty-six 
years. Formal action was taken at this meeting to express to the 
Reverend Mr. Kues, the curate, the appreciation of the vestry 
and congregation of the able and effective manner in which he 
had guided the organizations and services of the church during 
the absence of a rector. On April first, Mr. Kues left Saint 
Luke’s to accept an appointment as rector to Grace Church, Port 
Jervis, New York, taking with him an attractive young bride. 
The vestry presented him with fifty dollars. 

A special meeting of the vestry was held at the home of the 
senior warden, Mr. J. H. Morrison, Monday evening, December 
17, 1917. The wardens and all the vestrymen being present. 

The following resolution was offered :— 

Resolved, that the Reverend William TT. Walsh, rector of 
Saint Mary’s Church in the Bronx, be invited to become rector 
of Saint Luke’s Church, Convent Avenue and One hundred and 
forty-first Street, New York City, at a salary of three thousand 
dollars ($3,000) per year, together with rectory, light and heat. 


Thereupon the vestry proceeded to ballot on this resolution 
with the following result :-— 


Total number of ballots cast eleven Cir}; 

Mr. Walsh received ten ( 10) votes and was declared by the 
Chair to be elected Rector. 

On December 19, 1917, the Reverend Mr. Walsh met the com- 
mittee of the vestry at the residence of the senior warden and 
accepted the rectorship of Saint Luke’s Church. 

The following appeared in the “Leaflet” of Decoza rors: 
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“With great gratification the vestry announces that the Reverend 
William Thomas Walsh, now rector of Saint Mary’s Church in 
the Bronx, has accepted the offer which they tendered to him of 
the rectorship of this Parish. Since Mr. Walsh preached at Saint 
Luke’s, there has been a deepening conviction among our people 
that he was the desired leader to carry on the record of achieve- 
ment and service established by Mr. Oldham; and the high 
esteem and warm friendship entertained for him by the digni- 
taries and clergy of the diocese, and by all who have come to 
know him, inspire feelings of the liveliest satisfaction and con- 
fidence as to the future of our Parish under his guidance. Bishop 
Greer has written us cordially giving his episcopal sanction; and 
we have received such earnest letters of congratulation from 
revered friends and advisers of the Parish that the vestry 
feels it is a very pleasant privilege to share them with the con- 
gregation.” 

On January 2nd, 1918, the treasurer of the Church Consecra- 
tion Society reported the fund had passed the half-way mark 
($34,000), and the Society was now homeward bound. 

As an infusive germ to freshen endeavor, he penned the follow- 
ing lines, which the “Leaflet” printed to spread the inspirational 
infection. 


THE HOME STRETCH 


Ye who believe in devotion 

That aims for the highest ideals; 

E’en tho’ the pathway be rugged, 
Studded and fringed with obstructions— 
Join with us now, on the Home-stretch— 
Fair lie the goal posts before us. 


Forgot are the memories of slackness 
Now o’ergrown with rare flowers, 
Naught see we now but the goal posts 
Like beacons, so bright in the distance. 
Join with us then, on the Home-stretch, 
Win we the race as a parish. 


See we our Church consecrated, 

See we the debt, ever dwindling— 

Join with us now, on the Home-stretch, 
Free it for love of the Master. 


Never our faith has it faltered, 
Weary, but strong with devotion— 
Beautiful dreams, near fulfillment, 
Waiting for us who have courage. 
Guide us, dear Christ, our Redeemer, 
Lighten our way on the Home-stretch. 
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The new rector did not officially take charge until Sunday, 
January 20, 1918, when he preached the first of a course of four 
sermons on “The Church’s Message to Modern Times.” He 
found Saint Luke’s a veritable hive of busy organizations. The 
Woman’s Guild counting its proceeds from a recent big bazaar: 
the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Board of Missions getting a box 
ready to send West to an Indian School; the Red Cross Auxiliary 
No. 89, under the energetic leadership of Mrs. William H. Wal- 
lace, long a member of Saint Luke’s and chairman of many fairs, 
working enthusiastically in the basement; the choir rehearsing 
for an operetta to be staged in February, and the Men’s Associa- 
tion interested in the Armenian and Syrian Relief, establishing 
for Saint Luke’s a Service Flag and Honor Roll and preparing for 
another stirring patriotic service in the church. The machinery 
of these activities, and others, including the Sunday School, con- 
tinued to hum and buzz without cessation even when the con- 
gregation was rectorless—the esprit-de-corps of Saint Luke’s 
has always been remarkable. 


PARISH RECEPTION TO THE RECTOR 


To give the rector an opportunity to meet and become ac- 
quainted with his congregation, a large gathering of parishioners 
and their friends assembled in the church parlor on the evening 
of Monday, February 4, 1918. He received a hearty welcome 
from everybody, and made a short address in which he solicited 
their earnest co-operation. Music enlivened the reception and 
refreshments were served. 

Social events, however, just now for Saint Luke’s, were merely 
an incident, so intensely absorbed were the men and women in 
aiding the country to win the war. The Men’s Association had 
arranged details for a second large patriotic service the evening 
of January 13, 1918—the Sunday before the new rector came— 
at which Captain Arthur Rudd was the speaker. 

And later on in April (14) at a similar meeting the addresses 
were made by the Hon. Philip Whitwell Wilson and Sergeant 
A. T. Conbrough. The vestry voted the proceeds from the 
offertory at these meetings to Saint Luke’s War Relief Fund. 
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WAR RELIEF COMMITTEE OF 
SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


The committee was composed of the following members: 


Chairman 


The Rector 
Vice-Chairmen 
Mrs. William H. Wallace and Mr. Henry W. Mott 


Committee 


Mrs. Frederick T. Weed 
Mrs. Wm. M. Simpson 
Mrs. Edward C. Sperry 
Mrs. Henry W. Mott 
Mrs. F. Font 

Mr. Gordon Dalrymple 


Mrs. George E. Bruen 

Mr. Frederick A. Wyckoff 
Mr. Charles H. Tuttle 

Mr. Stanley H. Molleson 
Mr. Edward M. C. Tower 
Prof. Frederick M. Pedersen 


THE RED CROSS AUXILIARY 


The women of Saint Luke’ 


s met four times a week in the base- 


ment of the church, and hundreds of sweaters, socks, and surgical 
dressings were sent to the front, together with a well-filled 
Christmas box for every soldier and sailor connected with the 


parish. 


One hundred and thirty women were actively engaged in the 
work, but later on in answer to an urgent call, this number was 
greatly supplemented, and by some outside the church. 

The following men of Saint Luke’s were connected with the 
Draft Boards, rendering voluntary service to their country that 
kept them constantly on duty at great personal sacrifice. 


Charles H. Tuttle 
Harold R. Medina 
Edward C. Sperry 
Gerald S. O’Loughlin 
Samuel R. Taylor 

Dr. Gove S. Harrington 


Stanley H. Molleson 
Charles S. Shields 
George S. Hamlin 
Stuart Cunningham 
Frederick M. Pedersen 
William C. Lester 


Tia ae 
aetna inte aoe 


Ve ee! 
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HONOR ROLL 
SAINT LUKE’S SERVICE FLAG 


Frank W. Aigeltinger Alexander D. McAIpin 
George B. Aigeltinger Roderick D. McAlpin 
C. Edward Colahan Alan M. McNaier 
Charles Conger Robert E. Mertens 
Franklin P. Conger Roland M. Milward 
Carl W. Culman Roger Montgomery 
Charles A. De Witt Warren Mowbray 
William Dietz Edwin Mowbray 
Arthur G. Dill George Muller 
Malcolm Dugliss Van Vichten Munger 
Walter Emerson William R. Olmstead 
Frank Fowler Robert O’Loughlin 
Arthur Freeman Edward B. Paynter 
George Gillies Roderick Randal 
Charles S. Gleim Townsend Rapell 
Jordan Greene Claire Rennie 

Dudley Gresham LaRue Rogers 

Bryan Hamlin Edgar Russel 

John W. Hanlenbeck Edmund S. Sayer 
William Hewitt Frederick Schultz 
Alfred Hoehn Walter Thedford 
Herbert Hoehn Hugo A. Van Lienen 
George Percy Hughes Philip S. Virgil 
Theodore Jones Andrew L. Wheeler 
Lester Kearn Charles Wheeler 
Walter P. Kronenbitter George Willis 
Richard Leo Frank L. Yaran 


Harry V. Lester 


A CURATE ENGAGED 


At a meeting held Tuesday, October 8, 1918, the rector informed 
the vestry that he had made arrangements with the Reverend F. S. 
de Mattos, D.D., to assume the duties of curate, provisionally for 
one month, and that if after that time, his services proved satis- 
factory and acceptable, he was to be continued in the office for 
one year—his salary to be $1,500. 

Following this statement he announced the resignation of Mrs. 
R. T. Lassiter from the office of voluntary secretary to Saint 
Luke’s Church. The rector was instructed to write a personal 
letter to her “conveying the thanks and appreciation of the 
vestry for the faithful and unremitting application that she had 
shown in the line of her duties.” Mrs. Lassiter had served Saint 
Luke’s Church for nine consecutive years. 
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Mr. Tuttle informed the meeting that owing to the Government 
having taken over the College of the City of New York for war 
purposes, it was no longer possible to hold the Sunday afternoon 
organ recitals given there by Professor Samuel Baldwin, nor was 
it possible for the various professors in other departments of the 
College to give lectures. In consequence the rector and vestry 
of Saint Luke’s jointly consented to lend the church organ and 
the auditorium in the basement to the trustees of the College for 
the purposes designated, subject to compensation for expenses in- 
curred for light and janitor service. 


THREE ON THE HONOR ROLL KILLED 


During this month intelligence from the seat of war saddened 
Saint Luke’s parish. 


LIEUTENANT LESTER W. KEARN 
The following extract is taken from a letter written to his 
mother by a comrade-in-arms: 


“He was assigned to the company (127th infantry) on August 
29 and joined the company that same afternoon. The next morn- 
ing the company made an attack, and your son’s bravery inspired 
the men to do their best. On the afternoon of the 30th another 
attack was made and your son led the Ist platoon into the 
thickest of the fight. When a halt was made he reconnoitred new 
positions and was hit by shrapnel of a shell which exploded 
nearby. He died shortly after that. 

His good work was praised by all officers, and as a reward for 
his bravery, he was recommended for the French Croix de 
Guerre.” 


ALAN MERRIAM McNAIER 

The following is an excerpt from the church “Leaflet :” 

“One Sunday last February while on an eight-day furlough, 
Alan Merriam McNaier after partaking of the Holy Communion 
at the early celebration, reported for duty at the eleven o’clock 
service. We were glad to have him in the chancel where he was 
so regularly every Sunday before he entered the army. On an- 
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other Sunday, September 29, he made the supreme sacrifice while 
in action near Cambrai.” 


ROGER A. MONTGOMERY 

On the day after his country entered the war, Roger A. Mont- 
gomery enlisted in the Old Seventh, now the 107th Regiment, 
New York. He was in company “K.’ In the battle at Cambrai 
his regiment fought to the death, only fifteen surviving. It was here 
that Roger fell the first day of Oct., 1918. His ancestors, includ- 
ing Brigadier General William R. Montgomery, of Civil War 
fame, have fought in every war this country has waged. 

These soldiers served Saint Luke’s as crucifers, and Kearn and 
McNaier had planned to study for the ministry. 


MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 


This committee was appointed to receive funds to perpetuate 
in a fitting memorial the memory of Saint Luke’s young men who 
made the supreme sacrifice in the righteous cause of liberty and 
justice. Those who served on the committee were: 

Mr. C. Whitney Coombs Mr. John H. Morrison 


Mr. Edward C. Sperry Mr. Francis M. Unwin 
Mr. Samuel R. Taylor 


SAINT LUKE’S CONSECRATION SOCIETY 


The annual meeting was held in the church parlor on the even- 
ing of Saint Luke’s Day, 1918. 

The Reverend Mr. Walsh presiding for the first time—fifty 
members were present, and the same officers were elected for the 
ensuing year. 

The Chair appointed additional members to serve on the com- 
mittee on membership. They were: 


Messrs. Wyckoff and Dalrymple 
Mesdames Schuyler, Pedersen and Palmer 
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Pai TREASURERS SAVENTH ANNUAL REPORT, G.C.S. 


October 18, 1917—-October 18, 1918 


RECEIPTS 

Pasmepamice- Ou, land: Qerober 16,1 1917- |.) cust cirhisacs cia eace ie slelate, Sete $2,828.53 
PR PMECOTOLY LO LO MM eu eee ots se aa ee ble nas bec $ 25.00 

e? i di | AUER CE AVES ah CMe SRR AO REO aE ted a 561.00 

,, o SRR Gs AR oh tea etnias e, clels gue sla el sien tain din et 1,322.00 

. a sie ER WG) amigas Ante 5 a AE a as Mal lng dea RO Ad 10.00 

3 if 8a UPN era eae gly Be POL cya mre Oe reste UE 10.00 
Saint Luke’s Day offering ..... AME ce ORR a Ree GEG GA ne 35.41 
SNe SU CLIIIPCIT A SEMIOOL i tiara Sine dais te Halu ys Blatlithieleisia'e 100.00 
Sainte cuce s) Church Birthday Pundis ei i. ee ee ee ees 22.34 
SamMtmitine shed Mtonvelopes wa kirt eted laine ya deine ws ae 6 180.00 
Betty CCRT EES Se AL Pele DOUGCLE Lut se csiticle tte toe sels ee 1,000.00 
Prterectociy Ualty p Date, Palanices: da/y shine a tcla he enie gree attidule es 29.09 
Tteres PGi MV CSLINelts len Fee uiee ele rop eee ee dinisiy, bb atute © aIa, 1,647.44 
PU AIEPCEIDIS TOL THOU VOCAL ccs niacin bee atlas sie eo sas $4,942.28 4,942.28 

$7,770.81 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Lawyers Title and Trust Co. 
Guaranteed Mortgage; interest 5%. (14 occ bde ee elds dae $2,500.00 
Guarantees, Mortgage, interest596 sjlocke Vee dads as 2,250.00 
Second Liberty Loan’ Bond, Registered ...7.......565 e005 1,000.00 
Mca LINVEStIMCHtS AOR Ate VEALO cinta aleve bcs ws cametearaitin «e/a pecaa $5,750.00 
Pectoral ahcen ON bh Atlan Wen sol rie tise, cle Us ats s aitlx aha ae Woe 2,020.81 $7,770.81 
Ppotalycollections, Since Organization .oi4 vi deisis diel (ie seule de $36,970.81 
Total investments since organization .......... $34,950.00 
PICO CILGUATICNY Wh Gh iGhantsies a Uidne dete bie lee es 2,020.81 $36,970.81 


(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 
Treasurer. 


THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC 


Saint Luke’s took a practical and active part in the fight 
against the scourge that threatened our inhabitants in the 
autumn of this year. A “District Center” was established in the 
offices of the church, directed particularly by Mrs. William C. 
Lester, who was appointed by the rector. Nurses were scarce on 
account of the war demands, so an urgent call was broadcasted 
for both women and men helpers for household service and to 
relieve mothers caring for the sick of their own families. 

Such service was paid for by the church at the rate of forty 
cents an hour. Hospitals were overcrowded and the church 
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undertook the need of providing for the victims in their homes, 
furnishing hot soup and nourishing food, also prevention solu- 
tions for the well and useful. The other and regular work of the 
church continued to function without interruption. The poor 
were not forgotten on Thanksgiving Day, dinners were dis- 
tributed according to the usual custom; and members of the 
Thirtieth Service Signal Corps, with barracks at the College of 
the City of New York, were invited to be guests at the home din- 
ners of the parishioners. 

Even the annual church fair was not deferred, and under the 
popular leadership of Mrs. William H. Wallace, it contributed 
$1,500.00 to the treasury of the church, plus $750.00 to the treasury 
of the Woman’s Guild. 


A SPECIAL PATRIOTIC THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
SUNDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 1, 1918 


Our country was jubilant—the Armistice had been signed and 
Saint Luke’s burst out into song. “America the Beautiful,” led 
the program, followed by “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” 
“The Star Spangled Banner,” and closing with the strong words 
of Oliver Wendell Holmes “Flag of Our Heroes,” with music by 
Mr. Coombs, the organist of the church. The address was de- 
livered by Captain Sterling G. Beardsley, U.S. A. 


THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
AND 
ADVENT ELECTION, MONDAY, DECEMBER 2nd, 1918 


At this meeting, as one warden and three vestrymen whose 
terms had expired, were re-elected, the event of prominence was 
the presentation to the organist, Charles Whitney Coombs, by 
the vestry, of an artistic ivory and ebony baton, in appreciative 
remembrance of his tenth anniversary at Saint Luke’s. 

In relation to Mr. Coombs’ ten years of service “The Leaflet” 
printed the following testimonial : 

“Ten years have passed since our organist and choirmaster was 
called to Saint Luke’s. Our organ was old and unreliable, and 
estimates to rebuild or put it in first class condition were so large 
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that it was thought best to struggle along with the old until 
funds could be raised for a new instrument. 

Mr. Coombs was enthusiastic and headed the list with a sub- 
scription of $500. This generous gift was largely responsible for 
two memorial subscriptions of $5,000 each that made possible am- 
bitions scarcely spoken of before but fully realized on the com- 
pletion of our splendid organ built by the Austin Organ Com- 
pany in I9QIo. 

Recitals have been given by the following well-known or- 
ganists: 


Mark Andrews Gottfried Federlein 
Warren Andrews Walter C. Gale 
Samuel A. Baldwin Karl Kinegar 
WinsC.Garl Will C. Macfarlane 
Clarence Dickinson Frank L. Seeley 
Clifford Demarest Huntington Woodman 


Notwithstanding our very moderate appropriation for music, 
Mr. Coombs has developed a choir of great excellence, has se- 
cured many well-known soloists to assist from time to time and 
has gained for Saint Luke’s a reputation of the first order for 
good music. 

Among the cantatas sung were three composed by Mr. 
Coombs: 

“The Sorrows of Death” “The Vision of St. John” 
“The First Christmas” 

First renditions of the following compositions by Mr. Coombs 

were given: 


“Flag of Freedom” “Love Supreme” 
Patria’ “The Conqueror,” and the Anthem 
“Star of the East” “How Goodly are Thy Tents” 


Mr. Coombs’ secular work will be best remembered by the suc- 
cessful presentations of the following operettas: 


The Japanese Girl Priscilla 
H. M. S. Pinafore The Mikado 


Our glance backward recalls delightful programs both re- 
ligious and secular, Christmas carols on Christmas Eve and many 
concerts, but of all the compositions from the pen of Mr. Coombs, 
we fancy ‘The First Christmas’ holds pre-eminence with us, and 
when sung early in January, as in recent years, is sure to draw a 
large and appreciative audience. Those of us who were fortunate 
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in hearing Miss Alma Beck sing from Mr. Coombs’ manuscript 
that joyous song of victory, ‘Love is Supreme,’ will remember 
the thrill of the concluding line—‘Love is Supreme.’ T'o us that 
line epitomizes Mr. Coombs’ devotion to Saint Luke’s Church 
the past decade.” On July 18th, 1922, he was honored by the 
University of Syracuse, N. Y., which conferred on him the degree 
of Doctor of Music. 


SAMUEL ROBERTS TAYLOR 


Before the annual Advent meeting adjourned, the rector, on 
behalf of the parish expressed appreciation of the faithful work 
performed by Mr. Samuel Roberts Taylor as superintendent of 
the Sunday School for several years, regretting his resignation 
and offered his successor, Mr. Charles H. Snowden, the cordial 
Support and cooperation of all. Announcement was then made 
by the rector of his approaching marriage to Miss Bertha Brown, 
on December 27, at Saint Michael’s Church, Litchfield, Conn. 
He was presented with a purse of $300.00 by the parish and the 
organist of Saint Luke’s accompanied the rector to Litchfield for 
the happy occasion and performed the wedding music. On the 
return of the rector with his bride, the parish held a reception 
and extended a cordial greeting to Mrs. Walsh who had been an 
active worker in the church of Saint Mary’s in the Bronx, her 
husband’s former charge. 


YEAR 1919 
EVERY MEMBER CANVASS 


The new year opened with a far-reaching and important step 
forward in the life and development of Saint Luke’s Church. 

Under the leadership of the Reverend John R. Harding, D.D., 
a campaign was organized with various committees under the 
direction of one central committee of which Mr. Frederick A. 
Wyckoff was in charge, being assisted by 125 workers. 

The object of the canvass was to increase the efficiency of the 
church by enlisting the interest and support of all its members— 
trusting that personal explanation of its weakness might be 
turned to strength. Saint Luke’s felt the need of a big awakening 

















EIGHTH: RECTOR 445 


as similar canvasses had been conducted with success in other 
parishes. 

Before actual calling from house to house took place, which 
was on Sunday afternoon, February 2, an interesting “Get- 
together Meeting of the Parish” was held Monday evening, Jan- 
uary 22. It was an event of spontaneous good-fellowship—the 
rector presiding—making a fine presentation of the subject. 

He was followed by the Reverend Doctor Milo H. Gates of 
Trinity Parish and vicar of Intercession Chapel, who related the 
experience and success of the campaign in his parish, and sug- 
gested the canvass be called “An Every Name Campaign’— 
thus broadening the field, for the church was so often appealed 
to for service and assistance by persons who were not members. 

Doctor Harding then took the floor and told of the heartening 
result of campaigns in both small and large parishes, and by his 
eloquence gripped the audience with the inspiration of the work. 

After the singing of “Keep the Home Fires Burning,” the 
treasurer, Mr. Stabler, urged every one to read the budget and give 
it strong support, emphasizing the opportunity the campaign offered 
Saint Luke’s to broaden its work for the community. 

Mr. Tuttle, the last speaker, laid stress on the importance of 
the “red ends” of the duplex envelopes as essential to the success 
of the budget, and portrayed a vision of Saint Luke’s without 
debt—without rented pews—a free church, efficient to serve. 
Mr. Wyckoff then undertook to fill out his list of canvassers and 
with several assistants soon had it completed. Refreshments 
were served and sociability continued until a late hour. 


’ REPORT OF THE EVERY MEMBER CANVASS 


Eighty-eight campaigners in teams of two started out at two 
o'clock to call upon 625 families, and returned to the parish rooms 
at six o’clock, where they enjoyed a refreshing supper, and made 
their reports. It was a great task to accomplish in four hours 
and 80 families were not visited. Notwithstanding, the success 
far exceeded the expectation of the participants. The Rector’s 
Bible Class was promised a larger attendance. Young women 
and men signed for a social organization. The several Guilds 
received reinforcements. The Church Consecration Society 
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gained eleven new members, and the duplex envelope record ob- 
tained two hundred and sixteen (216) additional subscribers. 

The success and closing of the campaign was celebrated on 
Thursday evening, February 27, by a joyous parish party at 
which more than four hundred persons participated. 


EASTER 1919 


Saint Luke’s with its usual generosity—always exerting its 
powers to the utmost—made a contribution of $3,500.00 at Eas- 
ter, calling it a thank-offering for the country’s great victory. 
At the same time many of its members invested in the Govern- 
ment’s Victory Loan Bonds and passed them over to the special 
treasurer of the Church Consecration Society, to be applied on the 
mortgage debt. 

The hundredth anniversary was rapidly approaching, being 
only a year and a half away, causing much anxiety as to where 
and how the $28,000.00 still lacking was to be raised in order 
to extinguish the awful incubus. Notwithstanding this threat- 
ening obligation Saint Luke’s conducted a canteen for the refresh- 
ment and enjoyment of partially disabled soldiers at Nos. 3 and 
5 Hamilton Place under the supervision of Mrs. George Bowen- 
Smith. Also its Red Cross Auxiliary, No. 89, engaged in the 
“drive” for clothing to be used for the benefit of all Allied Euro- 
pean countries and on Thursday, April 10, the parish gave a big 
enthusiastic reception to the boys returned from the war. Ad- 
dresses were made by Lieutenant Walter Boos of the aviation; 
Alfred Hoehn, LaRue Rogers and George Gillies of the 27th 
Division; and by Jordan Green and George Meylan of the Des- 
troyers. These men were some of Saint Luke’s fortunate sur- 
vivors of the war. 


A MEMORIAL SERVICE 


On Sunday afternoon, June I, 1919, a solemn service was rendered 
in memory of Saint Luke’s war heroes who made the supreme 
sacrifice. They were: 


Roger A. Montgomery Samuel Laverty 
Alan M. McNaier David Prichard 
Lester Kearn Harold Osgood 


Walter Stillman 

















EIGHTH RECTOR 447 


As four of these men had been intimately associated with the 
former rector, the Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, he was invited 
by Mr. Walsh to attend the service and deliver the address. 

A beautiful tribute of Victory, written by a member of the 
parish, Mr. William Christie Lester, with a musical setting by the 
organist, was sympathetically rendered by a large choir. 


SLEEP ON, YE BRAVE 


Sleep on, Ye brave—while ye have slept, 
We’ve won the fight, the faith we’ve kept. 
Your Flaming Torch, a radiant Brand 
Has swept the foe from Flanders’ land. 

’Neath poppies red 

Sleep, blessed dead. 
Ye died for Truth, for Justice, Peace, 
That men may live—that wars shall cease. 
Sleep on, brave souls—under blue skies, 
*Till Christ our Saviour bids thee rise 

From Flanders fields 

Where poppies blow 

From glorious France 

Where lilies grow. 


The offering at this service was added to the fund already 
subscribed by some parishioners for the memorial window, se- 
lected by the vestry, called “The Sower” and ordered from the 
English firm, Heaton, Butler and Bayne. 

The window, which is erected in the south transept, was un- 
veiled and dedicated, Sunday, February 13, 1921, in the presence 
of a large congregation, and distinguished guests. 

The Hon. Edwin P. Morrow, Governor of Kentucky, made the 
Memorial Address; 

President Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia University; 

Dr. Sidney E. Mezes, President of the College of the City of 
New York; 

Sons of the American Revolution ; 

Frederick H. Meyers Post, No. 403; 

Veterans of Foreign Wars; 

American Legion; 

Defendance Association, 22nd Regiment; 

War Mothers; 

Kentucky Society ; 

New York Southern Society. 


| 
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The following is the inscription on the brass tablet below the 
window: 


“TO. THE GLORY, OF) GOD 
AND IN MEMORY OF 


LESTER KEARN 

SAMUEL LAVERTY 

ALAN MERRIAM McNAIER 

ROGER ARUNDEL MONTGOMERY 
AND 

WALTER STILLMAN 


COMMUNICANTS OF THIS CHURCH 
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE WORLD WAR” 


A MISSIONARY TO CHINA 


On Wednesday evening, May 28, 1919, a social gathering and 
farewell party took place in the church rooms in honor of Miss 
Violet Hughes, an active worker, and teacher in the Sunday 
School, who had decided to devote her life as a missionary in 
China. An appropriate address was made by Mrs. Frances T. 
Brown, who was born in China, the daughter of a missionary. 
She recited The Lord’s Prayer, and The Creed in the Chinese 
language. | 

From friends in the parish Miss Hughes received the gift of a 
purse containing one hundred dollars, and on behalf of the Sun- 
day School, the superintendent, Mr. Charles H. Tuttle, presented 
her with a useful traveling bag. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 


During the month of May, five Protestant Church Schools on 
Washington Heights engaged in a contest for a banner to be 
given for the largest attendance of scholars, teachers and officers. 
The competing schools were St. Nicholas Avenue Presbyterian, 
the Church of the Atonement (Lutheran), the Washington 
Heights Baptist Church and the Hamilton Grange Reformed 
Church. 

Saint Luke’s school won with a total percentage of 73.8, and 
the presentation took place in the Great Hall of the City College, 
Sunday afternoon, June 15. 
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Some 2,000 children, with their school banners and a band of 
music paraded up St. Nicholas Avenue to 148th Street, and down 
Convent Avenue to the College entrance at 139th Street. The 
large gathering which filled the Great Hall, united in singing 
hymns and reciting the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the 23rd 
Psalm, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” The children were enter- 
tained with biblical pageants, and those belonging to Saint 
Luke’s School marched home triumphantly with the hard earned 
banner flying in the breeze. 

When the autumn season of 1919 opened at Saint Luke’s, it 
bristled with questions. Only one year was left before the hun- 
dredth anniversary and anxious parishioners were wondering 
whether the funds in the treasury of the Church Consecration 
Society would finally be adequate to cancel the mortgage debt 
in November, 1920. | 

The annual meeting of the Society, with a parish rally, was 
called for on Wednesday, October 22nd, and an announcement 
made that no contributions would be solicited. The rector pre- 
sided. One hundred and fifty members were present and many 
guests. After the routine business was transacted, and the same 
officers renominated and elected, the Reverend John R. Atkinson 
of Christ Church, New York City, made a stirring address and 
told of his successful efforts in working for the extinguishment 
of a debt on his church, double that of Saint Luke’s. Mr. John 
P. Leo of the vestry recalled details of the original organization 
of the Church Consecration Society, and enlarged on the plan 
to liquidate the debt by consecrating the purchase of Liberty 
Bonds. 

After the treasurer read the statement for the year ending 
October 18th, 1919, showing that the amount raised to date, 
$42,705.10, left a balance of $24,294.90 to be collected during the 
ensuing year, sympathetic interest was aroused and three sub- 
scriptions of $500.00 were quickly presented, followed by the 
expressed desire of other members to give Liberty Bonds, but in 
view of the announcement previous to the meeting, they were 
requested to defer their gifts until the annual parish meeting to 
take place at the Advent election. 
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THE TREASURER’S EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT C. C. S. 
: October 18, 1918 to October 18, 1919 
‘dl Balance in Lawyers Title & Trust Company, October 16, 1918...... $2,020.81 
tA RECEIPTS 
b | Pledges? 1914) oe Py tee armen oe $ 1.00 
$ LONG A aid hi Sata oh eee cet OR ae eoied ete 1.00 
44 LOIG hie cow cate eens cA eet tds 1.00 
; ‘ LOTTE SEL ERR es CONOR CLAN RE tre cour ony 27.00 
¢ TOG eae hace rare oe oe Ses oy oa 716.57 
. * AND DAN pee get A a en A aia ee ean 1,188.00 
| 5 °Y LOZ) Tes Da ee Tuk ae te ee eee eee 105.00 
. DOtal 6 005 ei cine alessio asa Na ka ek ae sea Oe ee a $2,039.57 
} Saint Luke’s Church School, Primary Department ........ 5.80 
7 saint: Dukes: Church) Schools: i. tne sankoe as poet wee 192.50 
13 Saint Luke’s Church, red envelopes ............e.ececee. 550.00 
Gilt iromMrs.]y Jarrett Blodgett), 3/25. eee ee 1,000.00 
Interést ‘on daily bank balances": 7". 3, wee Or ee ae 33.36 
Interest} on! investments = Ni 050 5 Sa ea ae 1,913.06 
Total ‘receipts toc ithehyear s Uiaaes ate ee ee $5,734.29 5,734.29 
| $7,755.10 
. INVESTMENTS 
Ccuaranteed (mortyage oF 002. pe eee eee eae aes ee $2,200.00 
Loansito, Saint i Luke's, Chorch (5 cP a a 4,000.00 
Liberty bonds received in payment of dues ................ 200.00 
Totali:investments’ for the iyeary ious. ec ee $6,400.00 6,400.00 
Balance in Trust Company as of October 18, 1919.................... $1,355.10 
Total collections since organization ................000.. $42,705.10 
Total investments since organization ................66.. 41,350.00 
| Balance ‘on hand: October 18;)/ 1919 i bree eh ee 1,355.10 
| Adult, members in eood, standingusso4) cn guy ee 155 
Junior, members )in'igodd /standing 29 71) ny eae ee eee 35 
. Members who have moved from the city, all in good standing, are now 
h located as follows :— 
q Pequa, Ohio Montreal, Canada 
; Chicago, Illinois Nitro, West Virginia 
F Pelham, New York Closter, New Jersey 
Wi Newark, New Jersey Larchmont, New York 
(Signed) WILLIAM C. LESTER, 


Treasurer. 
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ADVENT ELECTION 1919 


This annual parish meeting took place Monday, December rst, 
and great enthusiasm was aroused when Mr. Lester, the special 
treasurer, reported that Liberty Bonds and cash had been re- 
ceived since the 6th of last month to the amount of $2,550, ex- 
clusive of dues and interest. 

The name of Mrs. George Plum Molleson was enrolled in the 
list of patrons of the Church Consecration Society. Her sons, 
George A. and Stanley H., gave $500 in her memory. She passed 
to the life eternal September Ist, 1919, after a devotion of twenty- 
three years to the service of Saint Luke’s. 

No change took place in the personnel of the vestry. The same 
warden and three vestrymen whose terms had expired, were re- 
elected, namely: Mr. John H. Morrison, Warden; and Messrs. 
Walter Stabler, Edward M. C. Tower and Charles H. Pearson, 
Vestrymen. 


ANNA’S MEMORIAL 


During the epidemic of infantile paralysis in the spring of 1919, 
a widow, Mrs. Rudolph, long connected with the parish lost her 
only daughter, a child of ten years. When the Sunday School 
resumed its session in October, the mother brought to the super- 
intendent a five dollar War Saving Stamp which her little daugh- 
ter had acquired by her savings. It was precious on this account 
and must be consecrated, so she requested that it be contributed 
toward the fund to pay off the mortgage debt of the church. This 
was the origin of “Anna’s Memorial.” 

The superintendent designed a large cross on paste-board with 
Anna’s stamp in the middle, and called on the children of the 
school to add their War and Thrift Stamps to the cross. When 
the debt was removed from the church, Anna’s Memorial helped 
to cancel it to the amount of $361.25. 


1920 


The opening of Saint Luke’s centenary year, January 1, was 
fraught with nervous anxiety. The annual subscribers to the 
Church Consecration Society had given generously of their sub- 
stance for the past nine years in addition to the regular support 
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of the Church, and still there was lacking $19,380.44 to complete the 
full amount of the mortgage debt. The centenary date, Novem- 
ber 6, 1920, was only ten months distant, too brief an interval 
to accumulate so great a sum, except through extraordinary efforts. 


LIBERTY BOND CANVASS 


On the evening of February 11, 1920, a special meeting of the 
C. C. S. was called for the definite purpose of perfecting an or- 
ganization for an immediate canvassing of the parish for Liberty 
Bonds. Volunteers were called for and forty captains appointed, 
every one enthusiastic and confident. A special committee had 
conferred in advance with Bishop Burch, who was heartily in 
sympathy with the efforts of the parishioners of Saint Luke’s to 
consecrate their church. He drafted a letter with his signature 
attached, to be used by the captains. The campaign started on 
February 12th and was closed on February 28th and resulted in 
actual receipts of over $4,000.00 and pledges of about $1,000.00 
which were promptly paid. 

This liberal response inspired confidence and to encourage the 
parishioners and keep them informed, a large painted picture of 
the church was set upon an easel in the vestibule, over a black- 
board on which the weekly receipts were entered. 

It was announced that Bishop Burch would visit Saint Luke’s 
for confirmation on Sunday, February 2gth, and at the same time 
conduct a special service to consecrate all bonds received. 


LIBERTY BOND DRIVE 


Consecration Year 


Akin, Mrs. John S. Brown, Miss May Lester 
Anna’s Memorial Bruen, George E. 

Atkins, Mrs. M. M. C. Burke, Miss Marion 
Ayers, Theodore B. Burt, W. Bryce 

Bagg, Miss Edith Cassady, Mrs. A. Weymar 
Banitch, Nikola Cochrane, Miss Maude H. 
Belford, Miss Claire B. Colyer, William J. 

Betts, Ritchie G. Coyle, A. M., Jr. 

Betts, Mrs. Ritchie G. Crane, C. Austin 

Bennett, Mrs. Charles T. Culman, William and family 
Blodgett, Mrs. J. Jarrett Dallas, Mrs. John 

Bower, Charles T. Dallas, Miss E. M. 
Branson, George R. Depew, Mrs. Elizabeth P. 


Brown, Mrs. Charles H. Dobie, Mrs. Helen 
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Doolittle, Dr. and Mrs. W. F. 
Embick, Miss Margaret 
In memory of Father 
Col. Frederick E. Embick 
Ewald, Miss Jennie D. 
Fisher, Mrs. Cleveland D. 
Fox, Miss Orra Lee 
Franklin, Dr. A. V. 
Gaskins, Miss Alvaretta 
Geoffroy, James L. 
Harris, Miss Marion 
Harris, Miss Madeline 
Harrington, Dr. Gove S. 
Harrington, Mrs. Gove S. 
Kahrs, Mr. and Mrs. J. Henry 
Kilbourne, Clarence R. 
Kilbourne, Mrs. Clarence R. 
Lancaster, Miss Anna L. 
Leo, Captain John P. 
Leo, Mrs. John P. 
Leo, Miss Helen 
Lester, Miss M. Elizabeth 
Lester, William C. 
Lester, Mrs. William C. 
Lester, A. Edward 
McNaier, Mrs. Edith D. M. 
Messinger, John 
Molleson, George A. 
In memory of Mother 
Mary Roberts Molleson 
Morrison, Mrs. John H. 
Morrison, Miss C. G. 
Mott, Mrs. Ada 
O’Loughlin, Mrs. Laura J. W. 
Oerzen, Miss Elsie M. 
Pearson, Charles H. 
Pearson, Mrs. Charles H. 
Pedersen, Prof. Frederick M. 
Pedersen, Mrs. Frederick M. 


Richardson, Mr. and Mrs. Fred. J. 
Rider, Miss Zella 

Rider, Miss Alberta 

Roberts, James S. 

Roe, J. Brewster 

Robinson, Charles L. 

Runyon, Miss Helen 

Russell, W. M. 

Russell, Charles Watson 
Saint Luke’s Church School 
Saltonstall, Dudley M. 
Shields, Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. 
Simpson, William M. 
Simpson, Mrs. Fred. Irving 
Smith, Mrs. Mary A. 

Smith, Prof. Robert F. 
Snowden, Charles H. 

Spence, Arthur B. 

Sperry, Edward C. 

Steele, Miss Alice 

Stein, Walter J. 

Stein, Julius 

Tanner, W. P. 

Thayer, Mrs. Orlando 

Tracy, Miss Margaret M. 
Tuttle, Mrs. H. Croswell 
Tuttle, Charles H. 

Tuttle, Mrs. Charles H. 
Unwin, Francis M. 

Van Riper, Miss Sue 

Walsh, Rev. William Thomas 
Walsh, Mrs. William Thomas 
Way, Miss Kate 

Wheaton, Miss M. N. 
Williams, J. M. 

Wyckoff, Frederick A. 
Wyckoff, Mrs. Frederick A. 
Yamasaki, Ruizo 


A PATRIOTIC SERVICE 


The spirit of versatile action always dominated Saint Luke’s— 
no dormant period ever pervaded any generation of parishioners. 
While campaign members were in pursuit of Liberty Bonds, an- 
other group of workers were planning a stirring program to cele- 
brate the evening of Washington’s Birthday, which happened this 
year on Sunday. Patriotism was to be emphasized, and Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia University, was 
licensed by the Bishop to deliver an address from the pulpit. His 
subject was America and Americanism. This was preceded by 
appropriate introductory remarks from Dr. Sidney E. Mezes, 
President of the College of the City of New York. National 
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hymns were sung by the congregation, and the beautiful poem 
composed in memory of the boys of Saint Luke’s who gave their 
lives in the World War, was rendered by the choir— 
“Sleep on ye brave — — 
’Neath poppies red, 
Sleep, blessed dead.” 
The collection which followed completed the balance of the 
fund for the memorial window to be erected in the south transept 
of the church in honor of our boys who made the supreme sacrifice. 


CONFIRMATION 


On Sunday evening, February 29th, the Right Reverend 
Charles Sumner Burch, D.D., made his first visitation to Saint 
Luke’s to administer the Apostolic Rite of Confirmation. It was 
a record class, worthy to distinguish the hundredth anniversary 
year. 

The following were the candidates :— 


Hazel Alves 

Alice H. Becker 
Helen E. Bell 

Irene Bower 
Florence E. Brown 
Nelly Caffisch 
Mildred Collins 
Mrs. Inez M. Danielson 
Effie L. Dean 
Gladys M. C. Fleming 
Jeanette A. Gethkin 
Lamache L. Calhoun 
Elizabeth Croffert 
Cynthia C. Hansen 
Margaret Howard 
Agnes H. Hewitt 
Marion K. Jones 
Grace Kennedy 
Dorothy L. Knapp 
Helen Lange 

Ruth Lewis 

Martha Lowell 
Adele MacCerran 
Doris Martin 

Mabel Mead 

Mabel L. Reilly 
Gwendolyn Rockafellow 
Gertrude Ross 
Margaret Roycroft 
Elizabeth Saunders 
Mildred M. Sands 
Florence Stewart 


Florence I. Storer 
Esther C. Smith 
Virginia Thayer 
Donna Worst 
Beatrice Wooden 
Charles Seldon Allen, Jr. 
Robert Blackman 
Burton Bronson 
Frank Dalton 
William Drakert 
Edward Eismann 
Francis H. Fowler 
Arthur Harrington 
Robert Hoehn 
Alfred Kendig 
Walter Kirk 
John J. Lippeth 
Edward Mackey 
Thomas Mackey 
Edward McGarry 
Wilmarth Mott 
Gabriel Purchess 
William Rowley 
Harry R. Ryan 
Henry Saunders 
Cecil Sherlock 
Philip Steitz 

John J. Theobald 
Clifford L. Tighe 
William Welsh 
Stanley Thornton 
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EASTER 1920 


On March 28th, in prospect of Easter, the wardens and vestry- 
men circulated a special appeal throughout the parish for an 
unusually generous offering. In past recent years the collection 
on this festival day was not only used for current expenses, but 
some of it was applied on the floating debt, which was incurred 
from year to year to pay the interest on the mortgage. At this 
time the floating debt amounted to $6,000. In consequence, a 
very strenuous effort was necessary to cancel this deficit as well 
as the mortgage debt. The red side of the duplex envelopes 
produced from time to time helpful additions to the fund of the 
Church Consecration Society. During the months of January 
and February of this year they yielded $164 in small individual 
contributions. 


DEATH OF EDWARD CHAMBERS SPERRY 


No member of Saint Luke’s engaged with more interest in the 
affairs of the parish than Mr. Edward C. Sperry. As an associate 
vestryman he particularly gave of his time and influence to the 
working up of the prospective Easter offering, never supposing 
that when that day arrived he would not be present at the ser- 
vices. A minute of the vestry meeting, dated March 8th, 1920, 
records the following: 

“Moved and carried that an Easter Committee with Mr. Sperry 
as head prepare a letter for the Easter offering.” 

The next vestry meeting, dated April 12th, 1920, records res- 
olutions on his death. 

On Maundy Thursday he visited his devoted friend, the Rev- 
erend Mr. Oldham, the former rector of Saint Luke’s, and par- 
took of the Holy Communion. The next morning, April 2nd, 
Good Friday, he passed through the portals of the Church Tri- 
umphant at the age of thirty-six. 

Mr. Sperry actively participated in every general parish move- 
ment. For several years he served as president of the Men’s 
Association, also as church usher, and in 1914 he became Scout 
Master of Troop 703 of this parish. Under his leadership the 
Troop prospered and attained high rank, its influence going 
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beyond parochial limits. The first meeting of the Boy Scouts 
after their master had gone to his Master, was a memorial event, 
the rector and the highest ranking Scout officials of the city being 
present. They included the Executive of Manhattan Council; 
Mr. Cole, the Field Secretary of the district; Mr. Miller, Scout 
Master of the Troop at the Chapel of the Intercession, and several 
other ranking officers. All spoke on the Scout ideals, and how 
these ideals were exemplified in the life of the late Scout Master. 


EASTER OFFERING 


Notwithstanding that the great importance of the offering had 
been accentuated, the result was disappointing, but it was the gen- 
eral conviction that the intense effort to pay off the mortgage 
operated as a serious cause. The amount was $2,700. This sum, 
however, was increased by $274.24 from the contents of the mite 
boxes collected at the afternoon festival of the Sunday School. 
It was on this occasion that the large picture of the church, de- 
signed and framed by the architect, Mr. Robertson, mysteriously 
disappeared. The details of this regrettable occurrence have been 
related in the history of Doctor Patey’s rectorship, when by 
action of the vestry the picture was presented to the Reverend 
Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D. 

Though the expectant Easter offering failed, encouragement 
came from another source. Mrs. J. Jarrett Blodgett, Saint Luke’s 
friend and sympathizer all through the nine years of struggle, 
sent an extra cheque of $3,000 on April 30th to Mr. Lester, the 
special treasurer, who, also, reported a gift of $500 in memoriam. 

Other contributions were received at this time from Miss C. G. 
Morrison (sister of the senior warden), Miss Marion Burke, Mrs. 
Cleveland D. Fisher, and Miss M. N. Wheaton. These aggregate 
amounts together with the normal receipts during the interim 
were calculated in advance to lower the deficit to about $6,000 
at the time of the next and last annual meeting to be held Saint 
Luke’s Day, October 18th. Whether that amount could be raised 
with only two weeks left before the date of the hundredth anni- 
versary, was a question that aroused much anxiety. So without 
delay another memorial patriotic service, with special soloists, 
was advertised for the evening of Trinity Sunday, May 3oth, the 
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collection to be applied to the Church Consecration Fund. 
Another project of wider scope was planned to increase the fund. 
It was to solicit the cooperation of outside friends, but chiefly for- 
mer parishioners. The senior warden and Mrs. H. Croswell 
Tuttle were requested to revive memories of early days of old 
Saint Luke’s and recall forgotten names—even of those long 
passed on. Descendants of some were found, and to them an 
appeal was made based on sentiment. The response was warm 
and sympathetic. The following individuals consented to act 
on a committee with Mr. Richard M. Pott, the Diocesan Treas- 
urer, acting as chairman: 

Norman Faulkner Cushman—descendant of Don Alonzo Cush- 
man, who presented twenty dollars to Doctor Upfold to start 
Saint Luke’s in Greenwich Village. 

Pierre Fleming MacDonald—descendant of Anthony Bleecker 
MacDonald, who kept Saint Luke’s alive during the trying period 
of the defection to Rome of Reverend John Murray Forbes. 

Richard M. Pott—nephew of Francis Pott, who served Saint 
Luke’s from 1850 until his death in 1889 as vestryman, treasurer 
and senior warden. 

Everett P. Wheeler—born in Grove Street, Greenwich Village, 
and baptised in old Saint Luke’s. 

The Reverend George C. Houghton, D.D.—who married a 
Saint Luke’s girl, daughter of Talbot Pirsson, vestryman from 
1855 to 1865. 

Envelopes were addressed to possible friends outside the par 
ish, containing two letters and a blank card for name and sub 
scription, with the signatures of both rector and special treasure 
of the Church Consecration Fund. One letter was that of Bishop 
Burch prepared for the campaign of Liberty Bonds, and the other 
was written by Charles H. Tuttle, representing the parishioners, 
They are here given verbatim: 


January 27, 1920. 
To the good people 
of the Diocese of New York: 
Dear Friends: 


On November 6, 1920, Saint Luke’s Church, Convent Avenue and 14lst 
Street, New York City, will celebrate its Hundredth Anniversary. 

Its century of life has been filled with distinguished usefulness. Six 
of its clergy have become bishops, and it has been chiefly instrumental in 
founding Saint Luke’s Home for Aged Women, now at Broadway and 
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114th Street; the Home for Old Men and Aged Couples, on Amsterdam 
Avenue and 113th Street; the Protestant Episcopal Orphan Asylum on Convent 
Avenue and 135th Street; and the Church of the Beloved Disciple, at 89th 
Street and Madison Avenue. 

Its old site on Hudson Street was sold in 1891, and the present edifice 
was then built. 

The original mortgage on the new building and site was $72,000, but 
this was reduced some years ago to $67,000. With nine years to go before 
the hundredth anniversary, the parish started to raise this $67,000. In seven 
years they accumulated and invested $34,000.00. In the last two years, by 
donations and pledges, they have brought this amount up to $51,000.00, leaving 
$16,000.00 to be raised between now and November 6th, all of which it is 
impossible to obtain within the parish. 

The occasion of this unusual Anniversary, particularly in view of the 
splendid record of Saint Luke’s, naturally furnishes a fitting opportunity to 
insure the financial future of this parish. Adverse changes in environment 
some few years ago produced a floating debt which has gradually risen to 
about $6,000.00. But despite the increased cost of parish maintenance, there 
has been no deficit during the past year. 

The desire of the people of Saint Luke’s to seize this historic occasion 
not only to satisfy the mortgage and thus permit of the consecration of the 
church, but at the same time to establish a suitable maintenance fund as a 
guaranty for the future. 

These very worthy objects they cannot accomplish unassisted. It has 
been a source of satisfaction and encouragement that this parish has not only 
maintained its own parish activities, but has contributed generously toward 
diocesan assessments and missions, and at the same time has accumulated the 
large amount on hand toward the consecration of the church. 

Their representatives have asked my permission to lay the facts con- 
cerning their church before those of this diocese who may be able to extend 
this assistance. I earnestly commend their cause to favorable and generous 
consideration, for Saint Luke’s has deserved well of the diocese and I know 
that timely help in connection with this memorable event will insure its strong 
and useful future. 


Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) CHARLES S. BURCH. 


Dear Friend: 


On November 6th, 1920, Saint Luke’s Church, Convent Avenue and 
141st Street, New York City, will have completed a century of corporate 
life, since its birth on Hudson Street, in old Greenwich Village. 

It is proposed to celebrate its Hundredth Anniversary by consecrat- 
ing its present site and edifice, and taking steps to insure its financial 
future as a self-supporting parish. 

This purpose has been cordially endorsed by Bishop Burch, who has 
written the enclosed letter to the people of the diocese, recounting the dis- 
tinguished services which Saint Luke’s has rendered, and calling attention 
to the fact that for nine years there has been an organized and fore- 
sighted effort within the parish to liquidate the Mortgage Debt,—an effort 
which has raised all but $16,000.00 of the necessary $67,000.00, but which 
cannot go much further without other aid. — 

This Committee, therefore, has been formed among those who them- 
selves or through family relationship have formerly been connected with 
Saint Luke’s for the purpose of rallying to its aid in this Hundredth Year all 
persons who have been similarly connected. 
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You are of that goodly number: and we write to urge that you gen- 
erously join in making the old Church home abundantly safe for another 
century. Such a gift would be in memory of the beneficent hours you 
and yours may have spent within its sacred walls, and of the services of our 
Faith it may have rendered to you and them. It would help to keep quickened 
its historic usefulness in this city, and to secure its blessings for future 
generations, for it is only through the devotion and appreciation of those 
familiar with and interested in the history of Saint Luke’s that it can properly 
continue its remarkable record. 

Remittances should be sent without delay to the Treasurer of this Com- 
mittee, Mr. Richard M. Pott, 214 East 23rd Street, New York City. 

In the Fall, notices will be sent you of the Anniversary Program and 
the Consecration services. 


Faithfully yours, 


(Signed) CHARLES H. TUTTLE, 
Chairman. 


When Saint Luke’s Day, October 18, 1920, arrived, Mr. Pott 
forwarded to Mr. Lester six hundred dollars, with the names of 
the donors as follows :— 


Mr. H. Alcombrack Mr. Pierre Fleming MacDonald 
Mr. G. H. Brandford |. Professor John Bassett Moore 
Meri 5.) Corey: Mr. Carl Reinschild 

Mrs. L. Cromwell Rev. Dr. Charles L. Slattery 
Mr. Louis Kaufman Mr. Samuel Thorne, Jr. 

Miss Grace Hastings Mr. Everett P. Wheeler 


Mrs. I. A. Scrymser 


SUMMER OF 1920 


Inactivity, when one’s heart is centered on the progress of a 
matter vitally important, is difficult to view with patience, unless 
strong faith exists in the nobility of its purpose. Most of the parish- 
ioners temporarily disbanded to seek country air, but carried the 
knowledge that the debt had at least diminished to four figures. 

News of the accident to the senior warden, who had gone to 
Pittsfield, Mass., and the death on July 31st of the Junior warden, 
Mr. William F. Weeks, cast a shadow of depression, even on those 
most full of hope. Moreover, an active vestryman, Mr. Charles H. 
Pearson, was ordered to Colorado on account of the precarious con- 
dition of his health. On his return home, in the early fall, he never 
left his bed, and wrote many letters while suffering pain, to friends 
in the interest of the Church Consecration Society. He lived to know 
that the church was consecrated, and passed away the next month 
on Christmas Day. 
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The senior warden, Mr. Morrison, who had his leg broken by a 
boy cyclist on the sidewalk at Pittsfield, wrote a letter to Mrs. Tuttle, 
October 23rd, from the hospital where he had been in bed nine 
weeks. In it he stated that with the aid of crutches he was able to 
get out on a porch to enjoy the sunshine and proposed to return 
home the next week. Everyone knew, though he had not expressed 
it, that it was his desire to take his part, as warden, in the consecra- 
tion service, which was to place the instruments of donation into the 
hands of the bishop. This act he was happy to accomplish, two 
vestrymen supporting him to the chancel, where the bishop stepped 
forward a little to receive the papers, though the rubric says he 
should be seated. 

During the leisure of the summer months the organist, Dr. C. 
Whitney Coombs, was engaged in the composition of a new musical 
setting to the Communion Service—‘‘Saint Luke’s,” he said, ‘“‘must 
have music at its consecration never rendered anywhere before.” 
The result was divinely beatific, the choir entering into the exalted 
spirit of Saint Luke’s great epoch, and at the conclusion of the in- 
toned Nicene Creed, Bishop Burch turned slightly from the altar 
in the direction of the organist and smiled a sweet approval. The 
next month the sudden death of the Bishop shocked the whole diocese. 
Dr. Coombs said that the loving spirit of that smile will always 
live in his memory. 


AUTUMN 1920 


At the first regular meeting of the Fall session, held Monday, 
September 20th, the clerk, Dr. John H. Storer, read appropriate 
resolutions on the death of William Frederick Weeks, Saturday, 
July 31st, 1920, in his eighty-second year. Mr. Weeks was elected 
to the vestry in 1895, and advanced to the office of junior warden 
in 1905, having faithfully served Saint Luke’s for a quarter of a 
century. The resolutions were ordered inscribed on the minutes, 
and a copy sent to the only surviving member of his family, Mrs. 
Marie Weeks McDonough. 

The next act of the vestry at this meeting was a declaration of 
faith. With $5,500 still remaining to be raised on the mortgage the 
minutes record the following resolution: 

“It was regularly moved and carried that the Day of Consecration 
for Saint Luke’s Church be November 7th.” 
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The next act was one indicative of hope. It was moved and car- 
ried that a parish rally be held in connection with the annual meeting 
of the Church Consecration Society on October 18th. 

To notify the people of this decisive action of the vestry the fol- 
lowing paragraphs were printed in the Church Leaflet of Sunday, 
October 17th. 

“Saint Luke’s Church will be consecrated by the Bishop of New 
York on Sunday, November 7th, at eleven a.m., the Sunday next 
to the hundredth anniversary of the founding of the parish.” 

“Invitations to the Consecration are now being sent in the name 
of the rector, church wardens, vestrymen and congregation. Parish- 
ioners desiring invitations to be sent to friends should send the names 
and addresses of such friends at once to the rector.” 

A notice in large type then appears: 


Saint Luke’s Parish Gathering 
For Parishioners and Friends 
Parish Hall, Convent Avenue and 14Ist Street 
Monday, October 18th, at 8:15 P.M. 
Addresses by 
Right Reverend CHARLES S. Burcu, D.D. 
The Bishop of New York 
’ Reverend WiLLIAM T. MANNING, D.D. 
Rector of Trinity Parish 
Reverend G. ASHTON OLDHAM 
Rector of Saint Ann’s Church 
Mr. Henry Rowtey will sing 
Community Singing Refreshments 


SAINT LUKE’S DAY 1920 


The long looked for October 18th arrived with all the concentrated 
hopes and expectations. Would it result as the most signal and 
important Patronal Saint’s Day Saint Luke’s ever experienced? 
Would future generations look back upon it as an epoch-making 
period? : 

The meeting was announced to begin at 8:15 P.M., but long be- 
fore that time the seats rapidly began to be filled, all intent upon the 
serious purpose of the gathering. One could almost foretell what 
the result would be from looking into the faces of the people. Saint 
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Luke’s must be consecrated, and they were prepared and anxious to 
contribute to the very utmost limit of their resources. The rector 
presided—no preliminary remarks were necessary. The formalities 
of a meeting of the Church Consecration Society were dispensed 
with. Bishop Burch and the Reverend Mr. Oldham had not yet 
arrived, but the rector of Trinity Parish was present, and the chair 
introduced him as the head of a Church Corporation which has 
mothered Saint Luke’s from its origin. Reverend Doctor Manning 
extolled the object of the meeting, imparting words of faith and 
encouragement which were inspirational—never alluding, which he 
could have done, to Saint Luke’s great indebtedness in the past to 
Trinity Church. He left immediately at the close of his address. 

Mr. Lester, the special treasurer, read the financial statement for 
the year, announcing that the amount necessary to be raised before 
November 6th was $4,670.89. Mr. Frederick A. Wyckoff, who stood 
at the right of the platform, wrote these figures with chalk at the 
top of a blackboard which stood in full view of the people, being 
surmounted by a large picture of the exterior of Saint Luke’s. 

At this juncture Bishop Burch entered, looking tired and warm, 
as though he had been hastening, and frequently mopped his fore- 
head. He told the assembly he had come from a suburban church 
where he had administered the Rite of Confirmation, and had been 
delayed on the way. Under no circumstances, he said, would he 
miss being with Saint Luke’s parish on this night of their great 
event, and with simplicity of manner he handed the treasurer, who 
sat at the left of the platform, a cheque for five hundred dollars. 
“I must fulfill my promise,” he said, “which I made from Saint 
Luke’s pulpit the Sunday I confirmed your class and consecrated 
your Liberty Bonds.” His face scintillated with sympathy as he 
looked upon the people from the commanding height of his figure. 
and the words he uttered, though few, were of such a happy, human 
nature, the whole gathering felt he was one of them, and each to the 
other was kin. Perhaps this simple episode explains the secret, what 
some of his colleagues called, “his phenomenal rise in the ministry.” 

How much Bishop Burch endeared himself that night to Saint 
Luke’s parishioners he did not live long enough to find out—though 
some tried to tell him on the day of consecration. 
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At the conclusion of Bishop Burch’s remarks the rector yielded 
the platform to Mr. Charles H. Tuttle, who at once inquired with 
spirit, “Who will match the Bishop’s cheque?” William C. Lester, 
Edward M. C. Tower, Charles H. Tuttle, Frederick A. Wyckoff and 
Fred. J. Richardson quickly claimed the privilege. Mr. Wyckoff 
stood at the blackboard, chalk in hand, and jotted down the amounts, 
whilst the secretary, sitting next the treasurer, made a memorandum 
of the subscribers’ names. Mr. Tuttle from the platform kept the 
spirit of contest alive and active, calling for varying amounts to be 
matched, until the pledge cards voluntarily flowed in so rapidly it 
was almost impossible to tabulate them, and within fifteen minutes 
the full amount was pledged. When the final reckoning was made, 
it was found that the pledges overflowed the mortgage debt to the 
amount of three thousand dollars, every dollar of which was paid in 
before November 4th. In the words of Mr. Lester, the special 
treasurer, “It was a glorious ending of a wonderful ten years’ work!’ 

The Reverend Mr. Oldham, former rector of Saint Luke’s, de- 
livered the closing address, reminiscing ten years back, when he had 
given a start to the Church Consecration Society for the purpose of 
lifting the burden of debt from the church, and in consequence he 
was happy to be present at the time of its full consummation. 

The rector, Mr. Walsh, then called for the singing of the Doxology 
which was rendered with a fervor deeply felt in the hearts of all— 
for it had been a night of splendid achievement. 

After the adjournment of the meeting, and groups of persons still 
remained to congratulate one another on the success of the evening, 
Mr. Tuttle announced from the platform that ten dollars had just 
been placed in his hand and designated for the building of a much 
needed parish house. The donor was Mrs. George Ryan—one of 
the workers in the Church School Service League. This was the 
beginning of a serious purpose to which the Church Consecration 
Society transferred its responsibility. 

The following is the report Mr. Lester, the treasurer, read at 
this meeting: 
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SAINT LUKE’S CONSECRATION SOCIETY 
The Treasurer’s Ninth Annual Report 
October 18, 1919—October 18, 1920 


Balance October 18, 1919, Lawyers Title & Trust Company........ $ 1,355.10 
RECEIPTS 
C. C. S. Members Pledges 
19 1S eens $ 50.00 RAGS $ 257.00 
DOS ea ce 100.00 ID Seer Sek 293.00 
| D Re Popeye Rtas 110.00 1919 ae eas 979.50 
1O1Gc oa ees 110,00 Cs 8 eae ge 1,466.50 $3,366.00 
Gifts) Ma Cash rl eer oa tive 6 eld kate SH she ebb ened yeeinertes 3,580.00 
Gift from Mrs. J. Jarrett Blodgett ...............+-.2-0- 3,000.00 
Subscriptions in Liberty Bonds 
Loan 08 91917) "306 Fel lca tinemwets Mates eg e> $ 600.00 
First’ Loan converted wi. veces sae ce ewe ds spe es 300.00 
SCOT vind OATH a ohatachs waa tic hla. mise ied nie Stratics 1,500.00 
Third (Loar 6. bos ick pane ee ca ae ke eae ee 550.00 
Fourth: ‘Loan fgtii ie Seed Sa AGS iis ae 3,100.00 
Victory SLOAN BChs Ss FSi eee see Meee 350.00 6,400.00 
Anna’s Memorial War Savings Certificates .............. 361.25 
War Savings Certificates .......cccce cscs ceeccesvewesoes 20.00 
Saint) Luke's Church. School. cei. ven <paiviescte s ean sae tale 274.24 
Saint Luke’s Church Red envelopes ............2..ceeee- 690.00 
Titeréest) Gr Borde) 65 p6. see tee a les bas opined ais ae pl one aie 306.89 
Interest on) mortwawes ces casa sibs ne nce Men's anole aw elney Mint? 1,525.26 
Interest on loan to Saint Luke’s Church .............-.-- 128.00 
Interest on daily bank balances ..........eeeeeeeeeeeccees 64.73 
Total Receipts: for the year \....0.000. a.ge us awn $19,716.37 19,716.37 
$21,071.47 
Guaranteed Mortgages due and paid ..........cccccceeecccecscees 15,900.00 
$36,971.47 
| INVESTMENTS 
Victory Liberty Bonds, par ..............20s: $11,500.00 0 $11,450.59 
With accrued interest ..:.........-.0- 173.69 
City of N. Y. notes $5,000, due 11-15-20 .................. 5,019.55 
Bonds received and credited at par .......0000ceccucsncnes 6,400.00 
Bonds received for C. C. S. dues par value .............. 1,250.00 
Anna’s Memorial and W. S. Certificates ..............-. 381.25 
$24,501.39 24,501.39 
Balance *in \cash vicky coro es ea caloa d waleete ceneain een Ca Rete $12,470.08 
July 2, 1920, Paid Saint Luke’s Church account of principal of 
$67,000.00: mortgage 2S. nsw bnlned pudeeasemasielteene ear 10,000.00 
Balance on deposit Lawyer’s Title & Trust Co. ...............45- $2,470.08 
Total collections to date with Liberty Bonds contributed 
credited -atipar’ 2c, scabs anne cee oe wee eames ta $62,329.11 


Respectfully submitted 


(Signed) WM. C. LESTER, 
Treasurer. 
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FINAL PARISH RALLY 


Saint Luke’s Day, October 18, 1920 


Treasurer of the C. C. S. reported funds in hand amounting to...... $62,329.11 
Amount needed to liquidate our mortgage debt..............-2.0000. 67,000.00 


Campaign ended with total receipts of 


a! Gel qe pO a ned Mem ere noes elas kanes iy ete 72,642.43 


The following list contains the names of all recorded subscribers 
from October 18 to November 4, exclusive of C. C. S. members 


paying regular dues only. 


Atkins, George C. 
Almiroty, Mrs. Louise 
Alcombrack, Mrs. Reginald 
Auer, William Lyon 
Burch, Bishop Charles S. 
Baddeley, Miss Muriel 
Bagg, Miss Edith 
Bingham, Mrs. William 
In memory of William and 
Eva Bingham 
Bowman, Charles Preston 
Bower, Charles T. 
Brothers, C. D. B. 
Brown, Mrs. Holland L. 
Brown, Mrs. Charles H. 
Brown, Miss May Lester 
Browne, Frederick C. 
Bunke, Mrs. Oscar 
Burch, Mrs. Emily F. M. 
Burr, Miss Helen V. 
Cable, Eugene 
Chambers, Robert W. 
Chambers, Mrs. Robert W. 
Chambers, Nelson F. 
Colahan, Mrs. C. E. 
Coombs, Dr. Charles Whitney 
Crane, Mrs. William Carter 
Crothers, Miss 
Culman, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Culman, Miss Jean Frances 
Dallas, Mrs. John 
Dallas, Miss E. M. 
Dalrymple, Gordon 
Davenport, Mrs. Mary D. 
Davis, Miss Katherine H. 
Decker, Mr. and Mrs. Lowell 
DeMotte, Earle W. 
Depew, Mrs. Elizabeth P. 
Dreher, Miss Dorothy 
Dreher, Miss Ruth 
Dressel, Mrs. Florence S. 
Erbeck, H. and A. 
Embick, Miss Margaret S. 
Emerson, Mrs. Mary E. 





Emerson, Miss Marion V. 
Ewald, Miss Jennie D. 
Falkey, Mrs. J. J. 
Fisher, Mrs. Harry J. 
Franklin, Dr. Edward D. 
Franklin, Mrs. Edward D. 
Freeman, James D. 
Gallagher, John 
Gallagher, Mrs. James L. 
Geoffroy, James L. 
Harris, Miss Marion 
Harris, Miss Madeline 
Harrison-Berlitz, Victor 
Hanson, Mrs. Jennie B. 
Hatch, Miss Florence K. 
Hill, Miss Emily B. 
Hutton, Mrs. Jane 
James, Mrs. S. H. 
Kahrs, J. Henry 
Kahrs, Mrs. J. Henry 
In memory of Father 
Louis H. Kragel 
Kahrs, Miss Grace 
Kahrs, Miss Gertrude 
Kerr, John 
Kilbourne, Clarence R. 
Kilbourne, Mrs. Clarence R. 
Kirby, Mrs. William H. 
Kitabjian, Mrs. Virginia A. 
Kitchel, Miss Carolyn H. 
Klanhammer, G. 
Kronenbitter, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Kronenbitter, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. 
Lancaster, Miss Anna L. 
Lang, Daughters of Lucy Lang 
Lester, Miss M. Elizabeth 
Lester, William C. 
Lester, Mrs. William C. 
Lester, A. Edward 
Lester, Drew Mastin 
McSwigin, Mrs. J. 
McSwigin, Miss Selina 
McNaier, Mrs. Walter J. 
Mayers, Mr. and Mrs. George 
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Medina, Harold R. 

Meylan, Mrs. George L. 

Meylan, Miss Juliette 

Milward, Mrs. James 

Molleson, Mrs. Stanley Holcombe 

Molleson, Miss Mary Virginia 

Molleson, Miss Jane Roberts 

Moore, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond M. 

Mott, Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. 

Mott, Mrs. John 

Muhlenfels, Miss Alice M. 

Oerzen, Mrs. Eleanor E. 

Oldham, Reverend and Mrs. 
George Ashton 


Oldham, Master George Ashton, Jr. 


Paynter, Edward B. 
Pedersen, Prof. Frederick M. 
Plummer, Miss Arlene 
Potter, B. H. 

Pott, James, Special Treas. 
Raplee, Miss Elizabeth V. 
Reynolds, Miss Lottie S. 
Richardson, Mr. and Mrs. Fred. J. 
Rider, Miss Zella 

Rider, Miss Alberta 
Rogers, Miss Jemima 
Rudolph, Harry 

Runyon, Mrs. Sarah 
Runyon, Miss Louise S. 
Runyon, Miss Helen DeM. 
Ryan, George and family 
Saint Luke’s Church School 
Samaritan League 

Sayer, Mrs. Edmund 
Sayer, John D. 

Sayer, Arnold C. 

Sayer, Miss Ann 

Sayer, Miss Ruth 

Simpson, Mrs. Fred. Irving 


Snowden, Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. 


Sperry, Mrs. Edward C. 
Sperry, Miss Lucy Wilson 
Smith, Mrs. Robert F. 
Smith, Miss Anna E. 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Simonton, Mrs. Fanny 
Smith, J. B. 


THE CONSECRATION FESTIVAL OF THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


On October 31st, the Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity, it 
was arranged by rector and superintendent (Mr. Tuttle), that the 
Church School should hold its special service at eleven A.M. to 


Scheidet, Mrs. August 
Sosnowski, Miss Anita de 
Stabler, Walter 

Stabler, Mrs. Walter 

Stabler, Miss Dorothy 
Stabler, Miss Marian 

Stabler, Francis 

Stebbins, Miss Belle M. 
Steffens, Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. 
Steele, Miss Alice 

Stiles, Dr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Storer, Dr. and Mrs. John H. 
Sutcliffe, Mrs. E. 

Sykes, Mrs. Henry W. 
Sykes, Miss Dorothy 

Taylor, Mrs. Samuel R. 
Thompson, Mrs. Margaret A. 
Thompson, Miss Phoebe L. 
Tiemann, Mrs. Alice J. 
Tower, Edward M. C. 

Tower, Mrs. Edward M. C. 
Tretheway, Mr. and Mrs. A. F. 
Tuthill, Mrs. Orilla M. 
Tuttle, Mrs. H. Croswell 
Tuttle, Charles H. 

Tuttle, Mrs. Charles H. 
Tuttle, Master Henry Croswell 
Uchijama, Miss 

Unverzagt, Mrs. D. W. 
Unverzagt, Miss Ruth 
Unwin, Francis M. 

Walsh, Rev. William Thomas 
Walsh, Mrs. William Thomas 
Walsh, Miss Priscilla 
Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Way, William M. 

Weed, Mrs. Frederick T. 
Weed, Miss Margaret F. 
Wheeler, Mrs. Harry 
Williams, J. M. 

Wilson, Mrs. William G. 
Wilson, Richard J. 

Worst, Mrs. Louise A. 
Wyckoff, Frederick A. 
Wyckoff, Mrs. Frederick A. 
Yamaski, Ruizo 
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celebrate the Hundredth Anniversary. Seven neighboring Sunday 
Schools and one from Hudson Street, Saint Luke’s Chapel, took 
part in the program to felicitate Saint Luke’s on its glorious event. 
They were Saint Andrew’s, Chapel of the Intercession, Saint Mary’s 
in Lawrence Street, Holy Trinity (Harlem), St. Nicholas Avenue 
Presbyterian, Church of the Atonement (Lutheran), Washington 
Heights Baptist, and old Saint Luke’s in Hudson Street. After the 
large procession through the aisles of the church, comprising clergy, 
choir, scholars, teachers and officers, singing “Onward Christian 
Soldiers” and “Stand Up for Jesus,” the visiting delegations were 
heartily welcomed by an announcement from the steps of the chancel 
given by the rector. Then followed the recital of the Creed by the 
large congregation, the reading of the lesson and prayers, all joining 
in the General Thanksgiving. The children, occupying the body of 
the church, arose and made a salute to the American flag, “I pledge 
allegiance to my Flag, and to the Republic for which it stands; one 
nation indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all!’ After the 
singing of “America, the Beautiful,’ the schools gave the salute to 
the Christian Flag; “I pledge allegiance to my Flag, and to the 
Saviour for whose Kingdom it stands; One Brotherhood uniting 
all Mankind in Service and Love!” 

For the benefit and entertainment of the children a pageant was 
presented in front of the chancel portraying “the Christian character 
and its virtues.” 

Though sufficient funds had been raised to cancel the mortgage 
debt, the Sunday School, through the “‘stones of the church,” (card- 
board boxes) made its largest single offering in the history of its 
organization—it approached nearly $700 and was applied on the 
reduction of the floating debt. Some of the visiting school delegates 
participated with their gifts to swell the amount and the names of 
Saint Andrew’s Afternoon Church School, the Church School of the 
Chapel of the Intercession and Saint Luke’s Boys’ Club, were added 
to the list of contributors to the Church Consecration Society. 
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CONSECRATION AND HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF SAINT LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7th, 1920 


Right Reverend CHARLES SUMNER Burcu, Bishop of New York, 
Consecrator 
Reverend G. ASHTON OLDHAM, B.D., Preacher 
Reverend Mito H. Gates, D.D., Master of Ceremonies 


The service started at 10:30 A.M., with a harp and violin recital. 
The instrument numbers were Pergolesi’s Pastorale, Matty’s Noc- 
turne and Dubois’ Paradisum, rendered by Mr. A. F. Pinto, harpist, 
and Mr. Karl Klein, violinist. Passing through the ambulatory, the 
long procession entered the church singing “Rise, crowned with light, 
imperial Salem, Rise!” also the hymn, “Oh, ’twas a joyful sound 
to hear.” The procession, led by crucifers, the choir, clergy and 
bishop, included the vestry and associate vestry (the warden, Mr. 
Morrison, not able to join on account of his broken leg), heads of 
various organizations connected with the parish work and Saint 
Luke’s Battalion who attended in a body. When the choir and 
clergy reached the sacrarium, the bishop commenced to read the 
solemn, jubilant service of the Order for the Consecration of 
Churches to be found in the Book of Common Prayer. 

After the antiphonal recitation by the bishop and clergy of Psalm 
24, “the earth is the Lord’s and all that therein is;’. the warden, 
Mr. Morrison, being supported by two vestrymen to the chancel 
rails, handed the necessary papers to the bishop, who then read the 
prayers of consecration with his face turned to the congregation. 
Then followed the hymn, “O, God, our help in ages past,’ when 
the Reverend Mr. Oldham entered the pulpit to deliver the sermon. 
His text was the first verse of Psalm 115, ‘Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto Thy Name give the praise.” He reviewed the one 
hundred years of Saint Luke’s history, stating that three of its early 
rectors, an assistant rector and two curates, had been elevated to 
bishoprics. At that time Mr. Oldham had no idea he would become 
Bishop of Albany and add one more to Saint Luke’s list of honored 
rectors. 

Bishop Burch in a brief address declared that Saint Luke’s had 
been a constant source of spiritual value to New York City. He told 
of the early struggles of the parish while it had its location at Hudson 
and Grove Street, and said it had weathered many storms. 
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The Office of the Holy Communion brought to an end this wonder- 
ful epoch-making ceremony at Saint Luke’s. The music set to it, 


in the key of “F” was specially composed for the occasion as a- 


personal expression of loyalty and devotion to Saint Luke’s Church, 
its rector and its people, by the organist and choir master, Dr. Charles 
Whitney Coombs. Reference has previously been made to the beauti- 
fully intoned Nicene Creed, and the bishop’s smile of appreciation— 
so characteristic of his warm, human heart. 

Brahms’ “How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts,” 
was chosen for the offertory anthem—the collection amounting to 
nearly five hundred dollars being applied on the reduction of the 
floating debt. 

With the singing of the Recessional Hymn, “The Church’s One 
Foundation,” as the procession moved through the aisles to the am- 
bulatory, Saint Luke’s closed its divine, inspirational celebration of 
the first one hundred years of its existence. 

Other clergymen attending the service were the Reverend Doctor 
Hughell E. W. Fosbroke of the General Theological Seminary ; the 
Reverend Doctor James B. Wasson; the Reverend Mr. Edward H. 
Schlueter, Vicar of Saint Luke’s Chapel in Hudson Street, and the 
Reverend Mr. Toga, a converted Japanese. Prominent lay visitors 
were Mrs. J. Jarrett Blodgett, who helped liberally with the debt 
fund; Mr. Haley Fiske, whose wife is a descendant of Don Alonzo 
Cushman and Mrs. Peter Ritter—founders of Saint Luke’s Church; 
Mr. Richard M. Pott, the Diocesan treasurer, a nephew of Mr. Fran- 
cis Pott, officer of Saint Luke’s nearly forty years; Mr. Pierre Flem- 
ing MacDonald and daughter, descendants of Mr. Anthony Bleecker 
MacDonald, the pilot and protector of the church in days of peril; 
the Hon. John Bassett Moore and Everett P. Wheeler, prominent 
lawyer born in Grove Street and baptised in the Greenwich Village 
Church by the Reverend Doctor Forbes.. Delegations from various 
institutions were present. Saint Luke’s Home for Aged Women, 
Home for Old Men and Aged Couples, Episcopal Orphan Asylum 
and representatives of the Church of the Beloved Disciple. 

After the service the rector, Mr. Walsh and his wife, entertained 
Bishop Burch and all visiting clergymen at a dinner in the rectory— 
the famous “Hamilton Grange’—built and occupied by Alexander 
Hamilton. 
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VESTRY MEETING 


The next evening, Monday, November 8th, 1920, the vestry met 
at the residence of the senior warden, Mr. Morrison, 465 West 144th 
Street, and voted several resolutions: 

First: That a certificate of the satisfaction of the mortgage be 
framed and hung in the church. 

Second: That the original mortgage deed be put in the safe de- 
posit vault among the archives of the church. 

Third: That the clerk write an account of the one hundredth 
anniversary services on Sunday, November 7th, 1920, together 
with the names of the clergy participating, and all other inter- 
esting features in connection therewith. 


This last resolution failed of execution—the clerk of the vestry at 
that time being overwhelmed with the exactions of his profession 
(a physician). 

Fourth: Moved by Mr. Stabler and carried that a list be ob- 
tained of all who contributed to the Church Consecration So- 
ciety, this list to be typewritten and hung in the vestry-room 
of the church, and also to be incorporated in the minute book 
of the vestry. 

Fifth: That the clerk write Mr. Coombs, the organist, express- 
ing the appreciation of the entire parish for the beautiful 
musical program he had so aptly arranged in commemoration 
of the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the 
church. 


ADVENT ELECTION AND PARISH MEETING 


Notice had been announced for a parish meeting in connection 
with the annual Advent election to take place Monday evening, 
November 29th, 1920. On account of the death last July of the 
junior warden, Mr. William F. Weeks, it was necessary to choose 
a successor for that office, likewise to elect three vestrymen, whose 
terms had expired. They were Messrs. Jacob Hoehn, J. Henry 
Kahrs and Wm. C. Lester. } 

During the interval of an hour, when the polls were to be left 
open, Mr. Walter Stabler, the church treasurer, read a statement 
of accounts, followed by Mr. Lester, special treasurer of the Church 
Consecration Society, who made a report for that organization. 
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That the parish appreciated Mr. Lester’s voluntary labor for ten 
years in behalf of the liquidation of the mortgage, was evidenced 
when the chairman of tellers, Mr. Gordon Dalrymple, announced his 
election to the office of junior warden, followed by great applause. 
Mr. Frederick A. Wyckoff, former associate vestryman, was chosen 
to supply the vacancy in the vestry made by Mr. Lester’s advance- 
ment, and Messrs. Jacob Hoehn and J. H. Kahrs were re-elected for 
the term of three years. General gratification was expressed by the 
entire parish at the election of Mr. Lester, and a unanimous vote of 
thanks and appreciation was extended to him for his indefatigable 
and strenuous efforts as treasurer of the Church Consecration Society, 
an organization without a single bill of expense. Mr. Lester was 
elected a member of the vestry during the rectorship of the Reverend 
Doctor Patey, Easter Monday, April 18th, 1901, and served Saint 
Luke’s in the capacity of superintendent of the Sunday School, 
church treasurer and clerk, besides actively working on various com- 
mittees. 

He reported at this meeting that the Church Consecration Society 
having achieved its aim, had surplus funds on hand consisting of 
cash and securities, the disposition of which would be determined at 
a meeting of the Society to be held in the near future. 

When the church treasurer paid over the remainder of the mort- 
gage debt to the United States Mortgage and Trust Co. he reported 
the happy fact to Mr. Lester by telephone, saying, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow!’ 


SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH CONSECRATION SOCIETY 
MEETING JANUARY 20, 1921 


As the C. C. S. had achieved its definite aim of liquidating the 
mortgage debt of $67,000 and had excess funds on hand consist- 
ing of cash $661.18 and securities amounting to $3,981.25, this 
meeting was called to consider disbandment and the closing of the 
treasurer’s accounts. 

A large attendance of C. C. S. members, proud of their record, 
awaited the calling of the meeting to order by the rector. Following 
the reading of the minutes, the treasurer submitted his final report, 
which had been audited on January 12, by a special committee, 
consisting of W. J. Shearman, accountant, Robert F. Smith and 
J. Henry Kahrs. 
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SAINT LUKE’S CONSECRATION SOCIETY 
TREASURER’S FINAL REPORT 


October 18, 1920—January 20, 1921 


Balance October 18, 1920, Lawyers Title & Trust Co. ................ $2,470.08 
RECEIPTS 
C. C. S. Members Pledges 
iA? he HOMERS BR on $ 5.00 TWVIS NAc ies $ 82.50 
AOI ee oewiceees 29.94 LOL eiaa hy aera 475.50 
LDL Fick vias cae 60.00 LO2O ee ahiaiters 659.50 $1,312.44 
Gifts in bonds, converted into cash and cash paid in ...... 6,594.31 
Saint’ Luke’s>Cinurch, “Ked renvelopes: .2, 5.200 <- eee ae os 400.00 
Saint: Luke's Ghurehy School eo Ry Ae tie ae wee eee 525.00 
Special outside drive, Richard M. Pott, Treas. ............ 595.00 
Tntéereston' registered bonds”. 0.5. of25 ob wee es oe ieee eae 12.76 
Interest onidaity bank) balarice ic vis See taaet eam teks eee 25.34 
Interest on: mortgaves:.to: NOVGrdy.2 ave cry ct eae 482.43 
Mortgares ‘paid “on NGV.) Sra. ar cates Gael cher cae eee 22,250.00 
Liberty Bonds with coupons attached sold on Nov. 3rd .... 18,334.74 
City'of NY note with interest (cose sacs cores ae haa ee 5,171.89 
Consecration ‘Sinday (collection Gy. ..ce.. eserves ee ee 487.19 56,191.10 
$58,661.18 
DISBURSEMENTS 
November 4th, 1920 
Paid Saint Luke’s Church the balance of the mortgage of $67,000.00 $57,000.00 
Cash balance in Lawyers. Title © Trust: CoNiw, renee eens: bike teens $1,661.18 
Paid: Saint dcuke’s/ Ghurch Nowi 23rd); 1920000 os oi hse ea ee 1,000.00 
Cash: balance Jan: 20th) L9ZDi eevee. Mites wade bee ae ee ee en ee $661.18 


Paid Saint) Lukee: Church Jani 20th, 192) 0 ie uae ie ate eee 661.18 


UNSOLD SECURITIES 
Liberty Bonds, Registered, First Loan Converted 


Bonds Nowy Soo: ae eee lakes «waa cio i ale ets an aie $1,000.00 
Bord | Nossa coe Sie Parone wae ce ete eee hee ee 1,000.00 
Second | Loan’ No; (200,675. 3a ad ine fe Re ee ae eee 1,000.00 
Fourth’ Loan’ Noicl63. 831 iu. ys cde vam e union aie tee he eae ee 500.00 
Liberty Bond Coupon, Fourth Loan No. 3,310.641 ................. 100.00 
Anna’s Memorial, War Savings Certificates, ...............ece00. 361.25 
War Savings’ Cerfificatesi (ee) florea ue eto ec tat or eee earns 20.00 
Total amount of securities on hand, January 20, 1921 ................ $3,981.25 
Delivered to Saint Luke’s Church, January 20, 1921 ................. 3,981.25 
SUMMARY 
February 7th, 1912—January 20, 1921 . 
Payment of ;mortzage jini full Miia. casinos ee ae eee eee ee $67,000.00 
Cash surplus 0,5 6. 5/Pe a at erty cid ag target oe ane eR ahs Ee 1,661.18 
Unsold; securities) 20S oor oie eri cls oe ian ee ee 3,981.25 
| $72,642.43 
(Signed) WM. C. LESTER, 
Treasurer. 
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In anticipation of a resolution (which was duly made) to turn 
over all funds to the Church Treasurer, Mr. Walter Stabler, Mr. 
Lester brought the securities and a check for the cash balance, and 
Mr. Stabler receipted for them in the cash book of accounts. 

It was then moved that the C. C. S. disband, but the motion was 
lost amid loud cries of “NO! NO!” The evident sense of the mem- 
bers seemed to be, “The C. C. S. is ready for another effort. Show 
us.” 

Mr. E. M. C. Tower, after paying a glowing tribute to the work of 
the Society, moved that the present organization be continued. Mr. 
Tuttle seconded Mr. Tower’s motion, but added that interest in any 
organization is always augmented by having some definite object in 
view to work for. He, therefore, suggested making plans for the 
building of a Parish House, the structure to be commenced and added 
to as funds were received. 

Capt. John P. Leo aptly remarked that he believed the great suc- 
cess of the Church Consecration Society was due to the fact that 
the Society had set for itself a definite goal and that they had suc- 
ceeded in reaching that goal because they had kept it ever before 
them. That had they for any length of time lost track of their 
ultimate objective, he doubted that the present stupendous success 
would have been attained. Capt. Leo, however, took exception to 
the suggestion of Mr. Tuttle in so much that a Parish House be built 
piecemeal, and moved the following amendment: “Resolved, that 
the C. C. S. proceed to raise $25,000 for a Parish House.” Mr. Tuttle 
accepted the amendment. It was seconded by Mr. Stabler and 
unanimously adopted. Thereupon the chair appointed a Parish House 
Building Committee, comprising Messrs. Lester, Morrison, Leo, 
Storer, Tuttle, Stabler, Tower and Wyckoff. 

The old officers were re-elected and the meeting ended in jubilation. 
The spirit of Saint Luke’s was again in the saddle and we prophesy 
another great achievement for the C. C. 5S. 

“The purposes of the Church Consecration Society are the preser- 
vation of Saint Luke’s Church free of debt. The building of a 
Parish House, when sufficient funds are obtained. The solicitation 
of Special Gifts In Memoriam, for endowment, equipment and 
maintenance.” 





a a ie 


we 


salen SheMet Naina 


a” ee ae Or o 
Se ee a a 


i = 


—— 


a ee OE 9 e 





474 SAINT LUKE’S. CHURCH 


THE MORTGAGE DEBT OF SAINT ANDREW’S CHURCH 


A. pleasant neighborly act was a marked feature of the parish 
meeting held November 29, 1920. Mr. Tuttle having referred to the 
efforts of Saint Andrew’s to raise $35,000 of its mortgage, and that 
he believed our parish endeavor had been an incentive to their parish 
to raise that sum—the following resolution was unanimously adopted, 
that a donation of one hundred dollars from Saint Luke’s treasury be 
presented for that object, and that individuals be invited to increase 
that amount as much as possible.” The chair appointed Mr. Tuttle 
and Mr. Molleson to collect such subscriptions and forward them 
to the treasurer of Saint Andrew’s Church. They raised one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars that night. 

With this benevolent incident of friendly brotherhood, so typical 
of the heart and life of Saint Luke’s parish, we bring to an end its 
remarkable history of the first hundred years. 

During that period its record tabulates 8,116 baptisms, 5,096 united 
in Holy Matrimony and 4,767 burials. Of its multitudinous minis- 
trations to the needy, sick and sufferers in all conditions of life, it 
has no record. 

May blessings come to reinvigorate and energize Saint Luke’s 
Church in all its acts performed for the spiritual benefit of man- 
kind, during the century to follow. 


NAMES OF MEN WHO SERVED ON THE VESTRY AND 
ASSOCIATE VESTRY IN THE YEARS 1917 TO 1920 
OF THE RECTORSHIP OF THE REVEREND 
WILLIAM THOMAS WALSH, S.T.B. 


1917 1918 Associate Vestry 

Wardens No change C. Whitney Coombs 
John Hamilton Morrison Gordon Dalrymple 
William Frederick Weeks 1919 Edward C. Sperry 

V estrymen No change Frederick C. Browne 
John H. Storer, M.D. Gove S. Harrington, M.D. 
William C. Lester 1920 Henry W. Mott 
Charles H. Tuttle William C. Lester Clarence R. Kilbourne 
Jacob Hoehn Junior Warden Prof. Robert F. Smith 
Edward M. C. Tower Charles S. Shields 
Walter Stabler Frederick A. Wyckoff Samuel Roberts Taylor 
Frederick M. Pedersen V estryman Francis M. Unwin 
Charles H. Pearson Lowell L. Decker 
J. Henry Kahrs Charles H. Snowden 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


The Reverend William Thomas Walsh, S.T.B., the son of Peter 
Walsh and Ellen Scannell, was born in Quincy, Massachusetts, July 
17th, 1877. His preliminary education was obtained at the Public 
Grammar and High School of that city, and his classical studies were 
completed at Saint Bonaventure’s College, Alleghany, New York. 

For five years he pursued a course in philosophy and theology at 
Saint John’s Seminary, Boston, Mass., where he received the degree 
of Bachelor of Sacred Theology. In the year 1904 he was ordained 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church, at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Cross, in Boston. For two years he engaged in post-graduate studies 
at the Catholic University of Washington, D. C., and conducted 
Preaching and Teaching Missions as a Paulist Father for seven 
years—the last two years being devoted to “Missions to Non- 
Catholics.” 

After many private conferences with the Right Reverend David 
H. Greer, D.D., Bishop of New York, to whom he made application 
to be received into the Episcopal Church, Mr. Walsh was obliged 
to serve a probation of six months. 

His priestly orders being acknowledged as valid, he was received 
into the Church November 30th, 1912, by Bishop Greer in the Chapel 
of the Diocesan House, New York City, in the presence of Canon 
George Nelson and Archdeacon William H. Pott as witnesses. 

After a curacy of six months at Saint Marks-in-the-Bouwerie, 
under the Reverend Doctor Guthrie, he was called to be rector of 
the Church of Saint Mary, Mott Haven, New York. 

This office he resigned December 19th, 1917, to accept the rec- 
torship of Saint Luke’s Church, entering upon his official duties, 
January 20th, 1918. 
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BIOGRAPHY 


THREE PROMINENT FOUNDERS OF SAINT LUKE’S 
CLEMENT CLARKE MOORE, LL.D. 


About the year 1750 a retired officer of the British army, Captain 
Thomas Clarke, and a veteran of the provincial service who had 
done fighting in the French and Indian War, bought a farm on the 
shores of the Hudson River three miles north of the town of New 
York and built his country seat which he called “Chelsea” after the 
widely-known army hospital in London, England. In this delightful 
retreat the veteran warrior expected to spend the evening of his life 
in peaceful repose. The spot he chose on which to build his house 
would correspond to-day with Ninth Avenue and Twenty-third Street 
—about two hundred feet west of the avenue with its northern corner 
on the southern line of the street. But the old soldier was not to die 
as he wished in this house he had built. When his last sickness was 
upon him the house was burned to the ground, and he was saved 
by rescuing neighbors who carried him to an adjoining farm house 
where he died. His widow, being in the prime of life and energetic, 
set herself to the work of rebuilding the house—a two-story large 
square structure standing on the crest of a hill which gently sloped 
to the river. 

In this house, July 15th, 1779, Clement Clarke Moore was born, 
son of widow Clarke’s daughter and the Right Reverend Benjamin 
Moore, D.D., rector of Trinity Church and Bishop of New York. 
At the death of the widow in 1802 the dwelling with the estate passed 
to Bishop Moore and his wife, and by them, in the year 1813, was 
conveyed to their only son. Upon coming into possession he added 
another story to the house and a cellar was dug beneath the old 
foundation. About this time he married the granddaughter of Stephen 
Van Cortlandt—the elder brother of Lieutenant-Governor Van 
Cortlandt. 


[476] 
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It was to Clement Clarke Moore that Chelsea owed its existence 
as a village a long while in advance of the period when it became a 
part of the City of New York, for he opened up roads and built 
houses. His estate by inheritance and purchase extended from the 
north side of Nineteenth Street to the south side of Twenty-fourth 
Street, and from the west side of Eighth Avenue to the river. The 
Chelsea house was chiefly occupied by the family as a summer resi- 
dence. In “Valentine’s Corporation Manual for 1864” is a picture 
of an odd-looking building called “The Pulpit” which stood on 
Moore’s hill. It was the Doctor’s study and library. The winter 
home of the family during the years 1816-17-18, was at 180 Broad- 
way between Maiden Lane and John Street, at which time he was 
vestryman of Saint Mark’s Church. After a removal to No. 2 
Charlton Street in Greenwich Village he became a founder of “Saint 
Luke’s-in-the-Fields” and its first senior warden. In 1852-he built 
and occupied a house with his family on the southwest corner of 
Ninth Avenue and Twenty-third Street when he became a founder 
of Saint Peter’s Church in West Twentieth Street. The old home- 
stead in which he was born and where he wrote the poem, in 1822, 
“A Visit from St. Nicholas,’ standing at a considerable elevation 
above the street level, yielded at last to the exactions of an expansive 
city and in 1854 disappeared completely from its flowery grounds 
and grassy terraces. It probably was more picturesque than com- 
fortable—certainly its owner did not seem greatly to regret its loss, 
according to his brief history of the property. 

In youth, his father, the bishop, taught him Latin and Greek, and 
he was graduated from Columbia College in 1798, Bishop Moore 
being third president of that institution (1801-1811). Having ap- 
plied himself to study, he published, in 1800, “A Hebrew and English 
Lexicon” in two volumes. It deserves honor as a pioneer, being 
the first Hebrew lexicon published in this country. In the preface 
the following appears: ‘The compiler hopes it may be of service 
to his young countrymen in breaking down the impediments which 
present themselves at the entrance to the study of Hebrew.” 

Doctor Moore’s learning was recognized by the Church. The 
General Theological Seminary, established in New York City in 
1819, having been moved to New Haven in 1820, he was appointed 
Professor of Biblical Learning, the Department of Interpretation of 
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Scriptures being added in the Seminary. In 1821 the Seminary in 
New Haven was united with that of New York to form “The Gen- 
eral Theological Seminary” and Doctor Moore was made Professor 
of “Hebrew and Greek Literature,’ which title was afterwards 
changed to “Oriental and Greek Literature.” 

Doctor Moore is chiefly known as the generous benefactor of the 
Seminary, giving sixty lots of land from his family inheritance “on 
condition that the buildings of the Theological School be erected 
thereon.” This offer was accepted by the Theological Committee of 
the General Convention held in Philadelphia, February 7, 1819; but 
the buildings were not erected until 1825. The deeds are dated 
September 14, 1825, and June 17, 1835. The final conveyance in- 
cluded a whole city block. 

In 1823 Professor Moore delivered an address in Trinity Church, 
this city, concerning details of the Seminary. His salary at this time 
was $750. He resigned in 1850 being made emeritus professor. In 
1861 he bought a house in Newport, Rhode Island, where he lived 
in summer. Here he died July 10, 1863. His funeral at Trinity 
Church, Newport, was numerously attended. His remains were 
brought to New York City on July 11th, one of the most frantic 
days of the “Draft Riots,” and it was deemed prudent to inter them 
promptly. He was buried in the family vault in the north part of 
Saint Luke’s Churchyard in Hudson Street. Later his remains were 
reinterred in Trinity Cemetery, Broadway and 155th Street, where 
on every Christmas Eve his grave is visited by a long procession, 
including children from the Sunday School of the Chapel of the 
Intercession, the vested choir and clergy and the Christmas Poem 
is recited in memory of its author. He wrote it for the amusement 
of his children: Charity E., born September, 1816; Clement, born 
January, 1821, and Emily, born April, 1822. 

In person Doctor Moore was slight and delicate and his disposition 
kind and genial as his poems testify. His writings are too numerous 
to mention in this brief sketch. 


DON ALONZO CUSHMAN 


Shortly after his birth in 1792 at Coventry, Connecticut, his parents 
migrated to Richfield, New York, then considered far west. 


} 
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Here was spent the usual life of a farmer’s family, clearing land 
of timber, cultivating the soil, etc. However, his father preferring 
a business career for the boy, placed him, at the age of twelve, in a 
store at Cooperstown, New York. He also served as a clerk to a 
merchant in Lansingburgh, where at fifteen he experienced his first 
great sorrow—the death of a beloved mother. 

Two years later by the influence of his employer and friends at 
Lansingburgh he obtained a position in a wholesale dry-goods estab- 
lishment in New York City where his intensive mercantile career 
developed. 

Mindful of deficiencies in early education he devoted every leisure 
moment to study and attained to a mental culture far above mediocrity. 
After many interesting experiences which ripened business acumen 
he and his fellow clerk, Archibald Falconer, bought out the business 
and formed a partnership in January, 1815. In December of the 
same year he married Mathilda Charity Smith Ritter, daughter of 
Peter and Catherine Post Ritter. They had six sons and four 
daughters. 

Being prosperous in business he bestowed on his children every 
educational and social advantage. 

After thirty-eight years of active commercial life he retired from 
business in 1853 when ill-health confronted him and necessitated 
many trips abroad for consultation with medical specialists. 

He was called one of the merchant princes of New York, which 
was an apt cognomen in his case, for his life was indeed a noble one. 

He took a lively interest in the charitable and religious organiza- 
tions of the Protestant Episcopal Church and was one of the first to 
establish a church in Greenwich Village, persuading Reverend George 
Upfold, M.D., his former rector of Trinity Church, Lansingburgh, 
to become first rector of Saint Luke’s, New York City, and giving 
him twenty dollars, its initial offering. There is a fine picture of 
Mr. Cushman in the book of the Cushman Genealogy which was 
compiled in 1855. 

He died May 1, 1875, his wife Mathilda surviving until October 
I, 1881. 

During the years he lived with his family in Barrow Street near 
Hudson Street he was interested in Saint Luke’s Church, actively 
serving on its vestry; but a removal to the vicinity of Twenty-first 
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Street caused a transference of interest to Saint Peter’s Church 
located in the Chelsea district. Here may be seen three beautiful 
memorials, the lectern, the pulpit and chancel rails in the name of 
Don Alonzo Cushman and Mathilda C. S. Cushman. 


FLOYD SMITH 


When Christ Church in New York City stood on the north side 
of Ann Street between William and Nassau Streets, a wedding took 
place in the year 1812 on May 23rd, the officiating clergyman, Rever- 
end Thomas Lyell, being the rector of the parish. 

The bride was Catherine Ritter and the happy bridegroom was 
Floyd Smith. It probably was an elaborate ceremony, for there 
were two bridesmaids and two groomsmen. The latter were Peter 
R. Post and Edward B. Davis, and the former were Sally M. Post 
and Matilda C. S. Ritter—cousin and sister of the bride—her uncle 
William Post being a founder of Christ Church in 1793. 

On the baptismal register in the year 1813 two baptisms are re- 
corded the same day: 


“Catherine Ann Ritter, born May 5th, 1813, daughter of 
Floyd and Catherine Smith, baptized Sunday afternoon, May 
29th, 1813, by the Reverend Thomas Lyell—also by the same 
reverend gentleman, Floyd Smith was baptized, at the age of 
22 years, 4 months and one day.” 


This mature baptism was doubtless owing to the religious influence 
of the bride’s mother, Mrs. Peter Ritter, who was one of the founders 
of Saint Luke’s Church in Greenwich Village. 

Floyd Smith, son of Daniel and Ann Smith, was born 2oth of 
January, 1791, in the Village of Ward’s Bridge, Township of Mont- 
gomery, Orange County, New York. Likely either his father or 
mother was a relation of William Floyd—a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence—for they named their son for him. When he was 
19 years old he came to New York City and started his career as a 
hardware merchant—a business the Ritter family combined with 
their jewelry trade. He lived in their household on the corner of 
Broadway and Maiden Lane the year before he was married. 

When his wife’s father died and the Ritter family moved to 
Greenwich Village, Floyd Smith took a house in Barrow Street 
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around the corner of Hudson Street. In the City Directory of 1822 
he is listed as an accountant, residing in Bedford Street near Arden 
Street. In 1823 he presented Saint Luke’s Church with a complete 
silver communion set and was one of the first contributors to the 
salary of the first rector, Reverend George Upfold, M.D. His name 
is engraved on the cornerstone of the church. He was a vestryman 
from 1820 to 1840, a warden from 1827, and a treasurer for the 
collection of pew rents. He was many years a member of the 
Standing Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
Diocese of New York, a founder of the City Mission Society in 
1833, a founder of the Northern Dispensary in Waverly Place, and 
treasurer 20 years of the College of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York. 

When he moved from Greenwich Village and resided at No. 251 
West Nineteenth Street, he served on the vestry of Saint Peter’s 
Church from 1834-1835. He was a devoted friend and admirer of 
Reverend Samuel Seabury, founder of the Church of the Annuncia- 
tion in West Fourteenth Street, where he served as senior warden 
from 1858-1868. A memorial tablet was erected to him in that church 
but was moved to the tower of the General Theological Seminary, not 
far from his last earthly residence, No. 435 West Twenty-first Street, 
where he died in 1874 at the age of 83. 

He was vice-president of the Manhattan Gas Light Company from 
the time of its organization until his death. 


ASSISTANT MINISTER TO REVEREND DOCTOR 
TUTTLE, RIGHT REVEREND WILLIAM 
DAVID WALKER, LL.D. 


Born in New York City June 29, 1839, he was graduated from 
Columbia College when he was twenty years old, June, 1859. His 
mind being set steadfastly on a ministerial career, he entered without 
delay the General Theological Seminary and received the degree 
of B.D. in 1862. About a week after, June 29, 1862, he was ordained 
to the diaconate in the Church of the Transfiguration by Bishop 
Horatio Potter, who advanced him to the priesthood the next year, 
June 29, 1863, in Calvary Church. He was engaged by Reverend 
Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., to come to Saint Luke’s Church as his assistant, 
but a call to the pastoral charge of the Chapel of Calvary Church 












482 SAINT LUKE'S CHURCH 


in Twenty-third Street, east of Third Avenue, cut short his curacy 
at Saint Luke’s to the regret of its many parishioners. He remained 
a most successful pastor at Calvary Chapel until his elevation to the 
episcopate of the missionary jurisdiction of North Dakota, December 
20, 1883. He was an indefatigable laborer among the Indians, making 
numerous conversions, teaching agriculture and influencing the build- 
diy ing of simple houses to live in. He originated the idea of a traveling 
if church on wheels to facilitate his ministrations over the ground of 
| his vast and sparsely-settled diocese. The car was furnished with 
1%, all the accessories for worship, including a small organ, and divine 
iit services were held in isolated places where no church building existed. 
I After fourteen years of devotional work in North Dakota he was 
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4 translated to the Bishopric of the diocese of Western New York, 
ii in January, 1897, succeeding the Right Reverend A. Cleveland 


Coxe, D.D. 

He died May 2, 1917. 

i ASSISTANT MINISTER TO REVEREND DOCTOR 

if TUTTLE, RIGHT REVEREND EDWARD 
ROBERT ATWILL, D.D. 


From Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York, where he was 
born February 18, 1840, his parents moved to Hudson, New York, 
and became regular attendants of Christ Church during the rector- 
ship of Reverend Isaac Henry Tuttle. 

The boy developed a warm attachment for his rector, and five 
years later, when he came to New York City to reside with his uncle 
in order to pursue his education at Columbia College, he chose Saint 
Luke’s for his church home because Doctor Tuttle was its rector, 
saying he was going to be a minister just like him. 

His uncle was a retail dry-goods merchant with a store in Spring 
Street near Greenwich, and Mrs. Tuttle (the rector’s wife) went 
there with her daughters to buy their dress goods. 

After taking his collegiate degree in 1862 he entered the General 
Theological Seminary, and while a student he served at Saint Luke’s 
as a lay-reader and visitor. His ordination to the diaconate took place 
in Calvary Church July 3, 1864, when he became assistant minister 
at Saint Luke’s and where he was advanced to the priesthood April 
I, 1865. He accepted a call to the rectorship of Saint Paul’s, Wil- 
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liamsburg, Long Island, New York, which he resigned in 1867 to 
assume charge of Saint Paul’s, Burlington, Vermont. In this parish 
he remained until 1882 when he became rector of Trinity Church, 
Toledo, Ohio, retaining the charge until October 14, 1890, when he 
was consecrated the first Bishop of the new diocese of Western 
Missouri. 

He died in Kansas City January 24, IQII. 


RIGHT REVEREND CORTLANDT WHITEHEAD, D.D. 


Saint Luke’s Church numbers Bishop Whitehead among its dis- 
tinguished members for two reasons. On account of his baptism and 
because his father, William A. Whitehead, was a vestryman, serving 
from 1840 to 1843. The family resided at No. 12 Grove Street, 
Greenwich Village, where Bishop Whitehead was born October 30, 
1842, and the rector of Saint Luke’s, the Reverend John Murray 
Forbes, D.D., baptized him in January, 1843. 

He graduated at Phillips’ Academy, Andover, in 1859, entering 
Yale College the same year, receiving his degree in 1863. His 
theological course was taken at the Philadelphia Divinity School 
where he was graduated in 1867. He received deacon’s orders the 
same year in Trinity Church, Newark, N. J., and was advanced to 
the priesthood in Saint Mark’s Chapel, Black Hawk, Colorado, Au- 
gust 8, 1868, by Bishop Randall. He served three years in Colorado 
when he returned to the east and became rector of the Church of 
the Nativity, South Bethlehem, Pa. While in this rectorship he was 
elected to the episcopate and was consecrated Bishop of Pittsburgh 
in Trinity Church, Pittsburgh, January 25, 1882. 

Bishop Whitehead was of distinguished Revolutionary and Colonial 
ancestry. 

When Saint Luke’s celebrated its ninetieth anniversary he was 
invited by the rector, Reverend G. Ashton Oldham, to attend the 
ceremony and make an address, which he cordially accepted. He 
was also invited by the vicar of Saint Luke’s Chapel in Hudson 
Street, Reverend Edward Schlueter, to attend the hundredth an- 
niversary of the consecration of the old church, Ascension Day, 1922. 
A few months later he was stricken with heart disease in a railroad 
car and carried to the Prospect House, Niagara Falls, where he died 
the next day, September 18, 1922. 
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He was second Bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Pa., and the 
third eldest member of the House of Bishops. 

Union College gave him the honorary degree of D.D. in 1880; 
Hobart College, S.T.D., in 1887; Saint Stephen’s College in 1890, 
and the University of Pennsylvania, LL.D., in 1912. 


LIEUTENANT EDWARD GABAUDAN 
A SAINT LUKE’S BOY 


When Admiral Farragut was a young midshipman he cruised in 
the Gulf of Mexico and about the West Indies two years and a half. 
He made the acquaintaince of an English family in the West Indies 
who were kind and hospitable and whose daughter married a French 
chemist by the name of Gabaudan. He brought his wife to New York 
City where he operated a large drug store on Fifth Avenue. They 
had two daughters and one son. 

When the Civil War broke out Farragut, who was then a captain, 
living in Norfolk, Virginia, was obliged to flee north with his family 
on account of his sympathy with the Union. In New York City he 
renewed his acquaintance with Mr. Gabaudan and his wife and young 
Gabaudan sailed with him on the flagship Hartford in 1862 as his 
private secretary—the Government having appointed Farragut in 
command of the southern fleet. 

He witnessed the battle of New Orleans and the remarkable passage 
of the batteries at Port Hudson. Every day was full of exciting 
incidents and the battle of Mobile Bay was in project. 

Farragut needed some despatches taken down the river to General 
Banks. It was a hazardous undertaking—no one offered to do it, 
so the young secretary volunteered to bear the message. He pre- 
pared a small dug-out, covering it with twigs so as to resemble floating 
trees. At night he lay down in his little craft, with paddle and pistol 
by his side, and drifted with the current. Once a Confederate boat 
pulled out into the stream to investigate the somewhat large tree, 
but returned to report “It was only a log.” He safely reached General 
Banks and the secret message brought about the capture of Mobile 
and put the North in control of the Mississippi River. 

After the war young Gabaudan’s health failed—tuberculosis de- 
veloped—and he died in 1868 at the age of twenty-five. He was 
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buried in Saint Luke’s Churchyard with military honors—guns being 
fired over his grave—Admiral Farragut and his son Loyall attending 
the funeral. 

This account is related as a memorial to Lieutenant Gabaudan and 
in fulfillment of a promise to his elder sister, Josephine, who died 
a beneficiary in Saint Luke’s Home for Aged Women—her parents 
one time being contributors to the support of the institution. 

Seven officers went forth to the Civil War from Saint Luke’s. An 
intimate friend of Lieutenant Gabaudan and a member of the same 
confirmation class (1854), was Edward Lewis Mitchell, First Lieu- 
tenant, 16th Infantry, under Captain Barry. He was killed in 1862 at 
the bloody struggle of Pittsburgh Landing soon after he had hastily 
penciled home the following words: 


“On the battlefield, 
Monday, April 7. 


Loving you all dearly, if I die my last wish will be, that I could have 
kissed you first. God and Our Country!” 

He was interred in the old churchyard in Hudson Street, May 5, 
1862. Doctor Tuttle delivered an eloquent address at the funeral 
which the Mitchell family ordered printed and distributed among 
friends. 
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APPENDICES 


I 


CONTRIBUTORS TO BUILDING SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, 
HUDSON STREET—1820-1821 


Thomas Waters 
Mr. Bristed 
Clement C. Moore 
T. D. Moore 

N. F. Moore 
Charity C. Clark 
Richard Amos 


Henry A. & J. G. Coster 


John Jacob Astor 
John Anthon 
James Barclay 
George Coggill 
Henry Barclay 
Capt. Angus 
John Carrow 
Thos. S. Clarkson 
Wm. Bayard 
Saml. Corp 

W. Coleman 
Tunis Bergh 
John Drake 

Dr. Chas. Drake 
Mr. De Rham 
Thos. Dixon 
Wm. Brown 

E. D. Dunscomb 
S. Gilford, Jr. 
Wm. Baraclough 
Wm. Graves 
Livinus Clarkson 
Mr. Hawes 
Isaac C. Jones 
John Jones 

Wm. Jauncey 

T. Gibbons 
PiAcssay 

B. Livingston 
John Leonard 
Edward Laight 
David Lydig 
Edward Lyde 

T. W. Ludlow 
Murray Hoffman 
Miss Hammersley 
John Hagerty 
Chester Jennings 
D. B. Ogden 
Thos. L. Ogden 


Ogden, Day & Co. 


John Mason 


David Marsh 

John Pintard 

N. Prime 

Rev. James Milnor, D.D. 
Wm. Proster 

Jos. Pettit 

John Pershine 

Dr. Waight Post 
Susan Post 
Catherine Post 

R. & C. Oakley 
John Rogers 

B. W. Rogers 

N. Rogers 

Philip Rhinelander 
John Reid 

Eliz. Rapp 

G. & H. Lewis 

T. S. Schermerhorn 
Thos. H. Smith 
H. Spooner 

Robt. Strong 

Thos. C. Taylor 
James Vincent 
Herman Vosburgh 
G. C. Verplanck 
George Warner 
James N. Wells 
Chas. Walker 

Wm. Woodham 
Wm. Weyman 
George Wragg 
Richard Wyles 
Joshua Waddington 
John E. West 
Ezra Weeks 

Robt. Waite, Jr. 
Henry Young 
Thos. A. Townsend 
Wm. Brown 

B. M. Brown 
Warren Haight 
Joshua Jones 

Chas. Ludlow 
Gutian Ludlow 
Moses Rogers 
Morris Robinson McAdam 
John N. Smith 
Abraham Valentine 
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II 


A SERMON PREACHED IN SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, NEW YORK, 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1831, BY THE RIGHT REVEREND LEVI 
SILLIMAN IVES, D.D., BISHOP OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

ON TAKING LEAVE OF HIS CONGREGATION 


Acts, xx. 32 


“And now, Brethren, I commend you to Gop and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 


No stronger arguments of consolation can be urged at an hour like the pres- 
ent, than are suggested in the text—Here, the mind oppressed with the sadness 
of earthly separations, is taught to look forward to the enjoyment of an eternal 
inheritance with all them which are sanctified—And in the pursuit of that in- 
heritance, to consider the way made clear, by Him who ordereth all things well, 
to full and triumphant success. 

There are trials, I know, which unsupported nature could not well bear,— 
which no earthly philosophy could view with indifference, or suffer without 
distraction. Trials calculated to arrest the wildest spirit, relax the sternest 
features of insensibility, and expose the blindness and feebleness of human 
reason. And such may be deemed the character of those to which, as pastor 
and people, we are now subjected. 

But if, when the scenes of this troublesome life shall have come to an end, 
we can be admitted to the bliss of an eternal state——and if, amid the difficulties 
of our way thither, we are allowed to confide in the sure protection of an 
almighty Saviour and friend, where, even at the most fearful crisis of our 
existence, is reasonable cause for discouragement or alarm? 

Beloved Brethern, did the present scene bound our hopes, there would be 
much in it, I admit, too difficult to be cleared up by any theories of man, or 
revelations of heaven. The sufferings of the good, and the prosperity of the 
bad, with the unnumbered mysteries and inequalities of human life, can be 
explained only by reference to a future and better state. But let it once be 
admitted that such a state exists, and that its blessedness is open to the attain- 
ment of all, and we need no other ground on which to stand in our expostulations 
with you, to bear patiently, yea joyfully, the evils of your earthly condition. 
It is enough, therefore, Brethren, to lighten the depressions of this parting hour, 
that “I can commend you to Gop, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified.” 

I. Our first proposition then, is, that we are the transient sojourners of a 
probationary world, destined to an eternal state. 

The thought, though familiar, has a striking fitness to the present occasion. 
Though oft repeated, and oft put aside as uninteresting, it now pleads with the 
energy of a final appeal, and will not, I trust, be wholly unheeded. 

I know we every day hear that we should live for eternity, and almost every 
day live as if eternity were stamped on the present. Yes, I know that in the 
lessons of almost every hour, we read the uncertain and capricious tenure by 
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which we hold the days of our probation, and that we trifle them away, or 
mourn over their disappointments, as if they could never end. But may not the 
awakening truth that I, as your minister, am now entreating you for the last 
time, to meditate upon the realities of another life, have the effect to fasten 
upon the hearts of us all the solemn lesson of our immortal destination? 

We are strangers and pilgrims on the earth; we seek a better country. An 
inheritance with the saints in light is placed within the reach of all the guilty 
beings of our race: what characters of vanity is the thought calculated to 
impress upon every thing terrestrial. An inheritance with the saints in light! 
Alas! beloved Brethern, do we know its nature and extent? Have we any 
just conception of the scenes of bliss it unfolds—have our thoughts yet reached 
the summit of perfect felicity in the presence of Gov and the LamB? An in- 
heritance with the saints in light! Conceive, if you can, the finished beauties 
of the most perfect landscape—the refined delights of the most exalted society— 
the fond endearments of the purest love. Let your senses be regaled by the 
sweetest melody—your thoughts visited by the loftiest contemplations—your 
souls drawn forth in the most holy and transporting service. Let new accessions 
be made perpetually to your bliss; new scenes of glory to burst continually 
upon your view; new anthems of praise to raise higher and higher the pulse 
of your joy; and then let all the sufferings of earth at once and for ever give 
place to such a state of felicity. Conceive of this, and you will then have but 
a faint idea of the real blessedness of an inheritance with the saints in light. 
Oh, who that has a glimpse of such an inheritance, will not lose sight of every 
thing earthly, except a preparation for its speedy enjoyment? Who that can 
even contemplate an eternal weight of glory opening thus brightly upon him, 
will not be ready to make every sacrifice, and endure every hardship, in His 
service who purchased it with his blood? 

What heart so base as to revel in sublunary pleasure; what desires so sensual 
as to cling to mere earthly good; what spirit so perverse as to murmur at 
present trials; while heaven with its glories is thus within our reach! Brethren, 
“T hope better things of you, and things which accompany salvation.” I hope, 
in regard to many from whom I am now to be separated, that were their faith 
put to the test, it would bear them onward at every hazard and every sacrifice 
to that over-bright inheritance upon which they are entreated to enter “with 
all them that are sanctified.” 

II. The text, however, not only presents for your incitement this glorious 
prospect at the termination of your course, but also allows me, while you are 
in the pursuit of it, to commend you to Gop. 

The providence of Gop, therefore, is the second topic of consolation I am 
now to present. | 

It is in our nature, since the lapse of the first human pair, to fly from the 
presence of our Maker; to cast off his authority; to disown his protection, and 
to keep ourselves as distant from him as possible. Hence it is to be looked 
for, that to some of my hearers, the consideration now suggested will administer 
no comfort. But notwithstanding this, I cannot forbear urging it as matter of 
encouragement to myself. For I see in the benignity of that providence which 
causes the sun to rise on the evil and on the good, the only hope to such persons 
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of rescue from their perilous state. I see in the continued existence of the 
haters of the Hoty ONg, of the revilers of his name, of the violaters of his 
laws, of the despisers of his grace, the merciful tokens of a forbearing Gop, 
whose goodness may yet bring them to repentance and acknowledgment of the 
truth. Although I have long pleaded in vain, and must now leave them with the 
melancholy, the mortifying reflection, that my words have appeared to them 
like idle tales; yet my prayers will still ascend for them in hope, as I commend 
them to Gop. 

- To the good man, however, the continual providence of Gop opens a source 
of encouragement and support, of the most animating description. 

There are days of darkness on earth which all the lights of an expected 
heaven cannot cheer; seasons of distress which no anticipation allowed to man 
is able to infuse with tranquil and enlivening hope. But let the doctrine of 
divine and particular superintendence be introduced, and the pious children of 
sorrow have an omnipotent arm on which to lean, and the illuminations of 
infinite wisdom to guide amid the perplexities of their way. 

Yes, friends of Gop! with whom I have taken sweet counsel—whose inter- 
ests I have watched, whose good I have often sought at the footstool of mercy,— 
to you there is a legacy of holy peace in the continual benedictions of providing 
heaven. With what heartfelt confidence 1 commend you to Gop,—All things 
shall work together for good to them that love him.—I ask no more. “He is 
faithful who hath promised!” I may never again be allowed to bear the words 
of comfort and salvation to your chamber of sickness, or to the couch of your 
dying friends—never again be allowed to cheer the mourners in your Zion, or 
to press upon them the lessons of mortality—yet you are not left comfortless ; 
the voice of consolation shall still be heard in your dwellings, the lessons of 
wisdom still pressed home upon your hearts,—Gop will provide. That great 
and good Being who keeps you in the darkness of the night-watches, will be 
your safety in the darkness of sorrow. Thus assured and animated, J commend 
you to Gop, and with you I commend myself—At thy bidding, and in thy 
strength, O my Gop, I go forth to the fearful work, “O let me not be con- 
founded, for in thee is my trust.” How rich, how abundant the consolation 
flowing from the faithful providence of Gop! No wonder that apostles could 
take joyfully the spoiling of their goods, that the martyr could exult in the 
midst of consuming fires. 

But the providence of Gop, though continually and specially exerted, does not 
work miracles in our behalf.—“Thou shalt not tempt the Lorp thy Gop,” “Thou 
shalt not create a necessity for his interposition, by needless exposure, or by 
idle neglect,” was the lesson of divine wisdom which fell from the lips of 
JESUS as he exposed the devices of Satan. Such direct interposition is rendered 
needless by divinely appointed means, in the proper use of which our present 
and eternal good may be secured. Not only may I commend you to Gop, there- 
fore, but also to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 

III. The gracious and effectual influences of the blessed Gospel then, to 
which I now commend you, is the third argument of consolation suggested by 
the text,—and here is the real foundation of all our encouragements and hopes. 








APPENDICES 491 


The mansions of heaven may be revealed to us, the good providence of Gop 
may be engaged to defend us in our way thither, but the most interesting ques- 
tion of all remains;—how is that way to be opened to us, how are we to be 
persuaded and enabled to walk in it? 

That sin once placed an impassable barrier to our entering heaven, no one 
can doubt who credits the word of Gop; that our hearts are naturally averse to 
the ways of holiness, and naturally insufficient to resist the enticements to sin, 
no one will question who has attended at all to the lessons of his own experience. 

But all barriers may be removed, all aversion overcome, all enticements re- 
sisted, by resorting to the Gospel of the grace of Govo—This word of his grace 
first opens the way of reconciliation,—it declares good tidings, it brings the 
message of favor to man, it tells of blood which cleanses from all sin, of 
obedience unto death which magnifies the law, of justification by faith on the 
Son of Gop who bore our sins in his own body on the tree; it tells, though our 
rash rebellion had barred heaven against us, that a new and living way is open 
through the propitiatory righteousness of Jesus;—in his name it proclaims, 
“T am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me.” 

Thus our entrance on the heavenly course is made clear; a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world, in 
the death of the only-begotten of the Father, has removed every obstacle to our 
advance in the way of immortal life. 

But the nature of man is averse to this holy way, his natural powers are 
inadequate to its arduous pursuits, his soul, unchanged in its affections and 
unwashed from its sins, could never enjoy, yea, could never endure the felicities 
of spiritual existence. 

Blessed be Gop, here again I am enabled to commend you to the word of his 
grace, for that word invites to the renewing and sanctifying power of the Hoty 
Guost; by that it is able to build you up—Yes, brethren, to build you up.— 
Naturally your soul is in moral ruins—the destroyer has passed over it, and 
left in his train nothing but the disordered and mouldering fragments of your 
primeval greatness.—This temple within you must be restored—a mighty work 
must pass upon it—the Sprrir of the living Gop must employ his energy in 
rescuing it from utter decay, and building it up, gradually rearing it anew, and 
giving it strength, and beauty, and perfection! 

“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of Gov.” “If any man be in Curist he is a new creature.’ “Ye are 
washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the name of the Lorp JEsus and 
by the Spirit of our Gop;” for “ye are built up an habitation of Gop through 
the Spirit ;’—hence “ye become the temple of the Hoty Guost, and the Spirit 
of Gop dwelleth in you.” 

Beloved Brethren, let me leave among you my parting testimony, to the in- 
finite importance of this doctrine—The doctrine of conversion to Gop by the 
power of the Hoty Guost, “shed on us abundantly through JESUS CHRIST our 
Saviour!” There are errors abroad, I know, in regard to this doctrine, errors 
in theory, and far greater ones in practice; but depend upon it, they are not 
wholly confined to the abettors and victims of fanaticism. Would to Gop they 
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were! The fanatic, with all his bewildering extravagances, “all his hay, wood, 
and stubble, may yet be saved so as by fire.” But what hope is there for him, 
who, in his panic to escape fanaticism, retreats to the cold regions of dead 
formality ; who, lest a spark of enthusiasm should light up his affections, ex- 
cludes from his religion all sentiments of holy love, and does despite unto the 
Spirit of Grace! 

Beloved Brethren, let me entreat you to beware of deception in a matter of 
such vital moment! You desire salvation; you would not fail of an inheritance 
with the just; but to enjoy it, your natures must be renewed, your affections 
aroused and purified; and this can be accomplished only by the ever-blessed 
Spirit. You may without him seek to attain eternal life; you may cleanse 
yourselves from many outward sins, and seem to make some progress in holiness ; 
you may stumble on for a time in the blindness of your own minds and in the 
feebleness of your own strength; but it you would gain an inheritance among 
all them which are sanctified, be finally admitted to the presence of Gop and 
the Lamb, you must be built up by the word of his grace. 

Here is no need of mistake. The religion of JESUS is spiritual, and hence 
must have its foundation in the heart; it is a living principle, and consequently 
must infuse life and energy through the soul; it is animated by the most spirit- 
stirring motives, and therefore cannot become ours without kindling in the 
affections the fire of love!—“If any man have not the spirit of Curist he is 
none of his.” I repeat it, in this matter there is no need of mistake. Ample 
provision is made for our being on the one hand savingly affected by our re- 
ligion, and on the other, properly guarded from the influence of fanatical error ; 
we have only to follow the dictates of that word of Gov’s grace to which we 
are now commended. 

This is the only source of divine illumination, the only fountain of spiritual 
cleansing, to which we can safely resort——Other lights we may follow, other 
means adopt; but rest assured all will end in delusion, except it spring from this 
fountain of light and strength opened in the Gospel. Let this, however, be 
your dependence, and it will not fail to build you up and secure to you an 
inheritance with the just made perfect. 

In that Church, which it makes the ground and pillar of the truth, and to 
which it calls every one of you,—you may receive the adoption of sons, and 
become inheritors of the kingdom of your Father. In union with the ministry, 
in the cordial reception of the doctrines, and in the faithful and spiritual par- 
ticipation of the sacraments of that Church, you will not fail to be edified and 
advanced in the life of faith; your soul will be enlarged, your affections more 
and more enlivened with grateful love, and your hearts made pure and spiritual 
and heavenly in their desires and aims.—Thus the temple of Gop within you 
will be restored, the word of his grace will build you up, and give you an in- 
heritance among all them which are sanctified. 

You see then, Brethren, the conclusion of the whole matter. You see the 
plain and express design of the Gospel; that it is simply and solely to fit you 
for heaven, in a manner calculated to honor the holiness of Gov.—To fit you 
for heaven, by filling your souls with heavenly dispositions and desires; by 
uniting your heart through faith to Jesus the Mediator, who has ascended on 
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high, by establishing through the agency of the blessed Comforter, a holy inter- 
course between the soul and a reconciled Gop; and by a daily elevation, through 
a faithful employment of the appointed means of grace, of the thoughts and 
affections above transitory things, towards the objects of a purer, and spiritual, 
and eternal existence! 

Thus commended to the word of Gon’s grace, which is able to build us up, 
what new attraction is given to our heavenly inheritance! what new light is 
thrown along the path of the divine dispensations !—In this view of our relation, 
as believers, to Gop and heaven, we are bound to that better country by the 
firmest and most interesting ties; our welfare becomes entirely identified with 
the honor and advancement of the kingdom of Curist, while nothing can occur 
in the progress of Gon’s dispensations that is not calculated, under the sanctify- 
ing power of his grace, “to work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” 

My soul, hush thy complainings, cease thy troubled thoughts; why tremble 
at the trying fortunes of an earthly state; thou art already the citizen of a 
better world; a stranger and pilgrim here, thy home is above, thy treasures at 
Gon’s right hand. “Rejoice then,im the Lorn, and again I say, rejoice!” 

Fear not, friends of JEsus! ye are led by the Spirit of Gop, ye are defended 
by the word of his grace. Fear not, let your hands be strong, and your hearts 
be filled with praise; for although I feel from the bottom of my soul that 
the pang of separation from you is severe indeed, yet with a firm trust and 
joyful hope, “I commend you to Gop and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified.” 

But before I leave you, suffer the word of exhortation; let me, according to 
mine office, bid you be faithful to yourselves, your Church, and your Gop. 

My heart has been set upon your salvation; Gop is my witness, that my 
efforts and prayers have been continually, that I might build you up in the life 


of faith, and present you at last, justified, sanctified, and saved through the ~ 


blood of JEsus.—Gop be praised, I have enjoyed some tokens of his blessing 
upon my poor and unprofitable labors. My soul is humbled within me, that I 
have not honored him more, but my lips would praise him that he has given 
me a single proof of his approbation; that he has acknowledged me as the in- 
strument of conversion to any sinner, of edification to any of his people. 

In the little progress, however, that we have made, I can distinctly perceive, 
beloved Brethren, the connexion between the means and the blessing. To pre- 
serve this connexion is what I would now press upon your regard. 

As to the doctrines of Curist crucified, to be believed, you have my views 
and admonitions already,—Now I am particularly to enjoin the things to be done. 

In the first place, be faithful in your duties to Gop, those duties divinely set 
forth; cultivate in your souls the spirit of filial and grateful obedience; never 
seek to palliate spiritual sloth or neglect, to shun your sacred obligations; never 
permit the world, nor the things of the world, to interpose between your souls 
and your religious duty; never allow yourselves to regard any thing as needless 
which bears the high sanction of heaven. Be faithful unto Gop, be assiduous 
to walk in all his commandments and ordinances blameless! 
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In the second place, continue to be at peace among yourselves. At peace we 
have been. In this respect Gop has greatly blessed us; our hearts have been 
as the heart of one man; our voice of prayer and song of praise have ascended 
without discord to the Gop of peace; and he has smiled upon us from his holy 
habitation! Go on, beloved Brethren, to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, and you will continue to dwell amid the smiles of the H oly One; 
but should you fall into dissension, you will fall into the wide spread snare of 
the devil, for with envy and strife you will have every evil work.—Be at peace, 
then, Brethren, among yourselves! 

And, thirdly, let me exhort you to give increased attention to those methods 
of spiritual instruction and improvement I have introduced among you, and 
which will continue to be acted upon by my successor. 

The Bible is the only fountain of truth. In the hand of Curist’s minister, 
it is indeed the sword of the Spirit—by far the most powerful and effectual 
instrument in turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just. 
The Bible Class, therefore, I regard as a most invaluable blessing to the mem- 
bers of a congregation. 

In regard to this, suffer me to record my testimony. Past experience has 
shown me that no other method of preaching is equally successful. It is the 
way to reach most effectually the heart, to awaken the attention, to impress the 
memory, to engage the powers of the soul, and to infuse into them a sanctifying 
i and invigorating influence. Brethren, I speak with facts before me. In this 
assembly, more could be named whose concern for the soul has been awakened, 
and whose hearts have been renewed, under the instructions of the Bible Class, 
than through the application of any other means. Those who have neglected it, 
know not the blessing they have lost. Let me persuade you then, in future, 
ti to give it your best attention, your most fervent prayers. And with it remember 
i the classes of instruction for your children. Encourage their attendance, and 
in all things co-operate with their pastor. And do not neglect the Sunday 
School of your parish—sustain the hands of your youth, who with pious zeal 
I) have devoted themselves to this holy work. Leave them not to labor alone; 
but by every means in your power give them your countenance and support. 
The blessings of the needy shall be upon you; yea, ye shall be blessed of 
your Gop. 

And while you are thus diligent in promoting the spiritual interests of your 
parish, keep in mind, fourthly, the value of a Missionary spirit. Cherish it as 
the spirit of Curist! You can hardly conceive its importance to your religious 
prosperity. Experience might teach you something of this importance; for 
you have not been backward in the Missionary enterprise. The wretchedness 
of the destitute has already aroused your sensibilities, and engaged your efforts. 
In what you have done for the interesting Mission at Green Bay—in the self- 
denying and praiseworthy exertions of the ladies of the congregation in favor 
of Diocesan Missions and Theological Education, you have furnished the best 
evidences of a Missionary spirit;—-and depend upon it, beloved Brethren, in 
these things you have lost nothing. On the contrary, you have gained much. 
All you have bestowed in the spirit of Christian love, has been so much added 
to your treasures in heaven. I have now to entreat you to complete what is so 
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well begun :—not to suffer any diminution of your zeal in these noble and well- 
deserving enterprises upon which you have entered. They are needful to your 
personal advance towards the inheritance of the just. 

In proportion as you do good in the spirit of goodness, will be your growth 
in grace, and your meetness for that kingdom which is established in the love of 
Gop. Cherish then among you the Missionary spirit. It is the spirit of Him 
who said, “Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

As the final means of your prosperity, beloved Brethren, let me persuade you 
to regard with kindness and affection those who minister with you in holy 
things; “to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.’ I urge 
this upon you the more cheerfully, in consideration of the exemplary forbearance 
and regard I have uniformly experienced at your hands. Nothing more could 
have been asked—nothing more received from a devoted and affectionate flock. 
Memory, while life remains, will recur with unalloyed pleasure to my con- 
nexion with this congregation. Oft will it prove to me a most grateful solace 
amid the toils and anxieties of that distant scene of labor which now calls me 
away. Brethren, you will extend your affection to him who, in the providence 
of Gop, is to succeed me.* Confident am I that he will be found worthy of it. 
Although he comes among you comparatively a stranger, you will soon ex- 
perience in him the devoted friend, the assiduous pastor. Receive him, then, in 
the spirit of love. Cherish him as his talents, his piety, his fidelity will de- 
serve ;—and most of all, be obedient to the message with which he is intrusted 
by the Lorp of Hosts. Be true to that Church (here I need not urge you) 
which JEsus purchased with his blood, and in which you have the happiness to 
be nurtured for eternal life. It is for the preservation of this Church in its 
doctrines, its constitution, and its holiness, that your minister will exert his 
influence and his powers. Co-operate with him, I entreat you, in his noble 
work—and may Gop Almighty bless you under his ministrations. 

Thus have I briefly presented what is to be believed and done, in order to 
secure that blessing here and forever. But remember, that you are to do all mn 
the name of CHRIST; and when you have done all, that you are to say, and say 
from the heart, “We are unprofitable servants, for we have done nothing more 
than was our duty to do!” 

“And now, Brethren, I commend you to Gop, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified.” But oh, you may fail of that inheritance. Unnumbered 
snares beset you; unnumbered evils endanger your everlasting peace! One only, 
however, can shut you from the kingdom of Gop—it is a hard and impenitent 
heart. 

Finally, Brethren, farewell. I go to do the will of Gop; perhaps to suffer 
much in his service—but let his will be done. This was the language of sub- 
mission, uttered by one whom we still remember with tears—by one sinking 
under the weight of his cares and labors, far from his home. And oh, may my 
heart never forget to respond, “Gop’s will be done.” They say I am called to 
endure hardship—be it so. Let privation and suffering—let hunger and thirst, 


*The Reverend William R. Whittingham, whose praise, although a young man, is already in 
all the Churches. 
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sickness and death, be my lot; but oh! my Gop, spare me the misery of hearing 
at last the curse of eternal banishment from thy presence pronounced upon any 
individual of this congregation ! 


III 


A SERMON PREACHED IN SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, NEW YORK# 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM R. WHITTINGHAM, A.M., RECTOR 
OF THE CHURCH, ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 1832, THE DAY 
OF PUBLIC HUMILIATION AND PRAYER AT THE 
TIME OF THE ASIATIC CHOLERA IN NEW YORK 
CITY, RECOMMENDED BY THE MAYOR 
AND COMMON COUNCIL 


New York, 4th August, 1832. 
Rev. W. R. WHITTINGHAM : 


REVEREND AND DEAR Sir—The undersigned members of the Congregation of 
Saint Luke’s Church, having listened with the most profound and gratified 
attention to your very able, and truly eloquent Sermon, on occasion of the day 
of Humiliation and Prayer, observed on Friday the 3d instant, pursuant to the 
recommendation of the Honorable the Corporation of the city, and believing 
the sentiments inculcated therein, should receive a more general diffusion than 
if confined merely to the members of your Congregation, would respectfully 
solicit you to place the manuscript thereof at their disposal for publication. 
Assuring you of the high respect we entertain for your talents, piety, and the 
general excellence and usefulness of your clerical character, 


We have the honor to be, Reverend Sir, 
Your faithful Friends, and obedient Servants, 


D. A. Cushman, Henry Waterbury, M. K. Roome, 
George Coggill, John Flint, W. H. Beare, 
Henry Ritter, John McRae, Vincent W. Many, 
John P. Roome, E. Roome, Robert Strong, 
Peter Ritter, J. R. Satterlee, Daniel D. Mortimer, 
C. C. Moore, Joseph Lewis, Daniel French, 
Floyd Smith, John R. Lewis, John W. Smith, 
Cornelius Oakley, John F. Randolph, W. A. Hardenbrook, 
Timothy Whittemore, B. B. Howell, William H. Bell, 
Joseph W. Beadel, Edward R. Thompson, Elias B. Dayton, 
Edward D. West, John De Camp, C. Webb, 

J. A. Boocock, John Richards, G. F. Mott, 

Henry J. Seaman, A. Backus, W. H. Mott 

C. N. S. Rowland, F. R. Backus, James Stewart, 
Poy Waters, H. H. Elliott, John Dowdney, 
Farnham Hall, John Roome, Benjamin A. Hatch, 
Charles D. Hall, George N. Sewell, Samuel Hoffman, 
W. H. Townsend, John Richardson, Thomas Browning. 


N. Bradner Smith, Walter Roome, 
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Messrs. D. A. CUSHMAN, GEORGE COGGILL, AND OTHERS: 


GENTLEMEN—While I cannot appropriate the laudatory epithets which you 
have been pleased to apply to my endeavors for your instruction on Friday last, 
I feel bound to accede to your request, by the consideration that thus, whatever 
small effect they may have had, will be at least prolonged. I now send you the 
manuscript, as taken from the pulpit after its delivery. 


Your faithful Friend and Pastor, 


W. R. WHITTINGHAM. 
St. Luke’s Parsonage, 
Monday, Aug. 6, 1832. 


SERMON 


Doubtless, Christian hearers, the aspect of our times, to the few who can 
rise above the mists of prejudice and self-satisfied security, is awful. The 
history of our race affords no example of so many and so great changes in its 
general condition—its divisions—the relations of its several parts, as the past 
half-century has witnessed; and yet they seem to be but beginning. The barriers 
of civilization and improvement, spiritual and intellectual, seem to have been 
broken down. The East is drawing from its merchant-conquerors knowledge, 
the element of power, to restore to its millions their relative importance in the 
balance of human destinies ; and with it, receiving back the boon of life eternal, 
once its own unshared deposit. Africa is opening up its deserts to the access of 
commerce, science, and the arts, that they may make straight the paths of the 
messengers of truth, and prepare a highway for the King Messiah. New facil- 
ities of communication are daily contracting the intervals between the extremes 
of the inhabitable world, and drawing men closer into one family, and sapping 
every partition-wall of prejudice and mutual ignorance. The savage learns and 
longs for the advantages of civilization: the victim of oppression hears of free- 
dom and its institutions, and clanks his chains in trial of their strength: the 
ignorant witness the effects of education, and are awakened to their need.— 
Were this all, it were a picture of joy—a theme for unmingled, unrestrained 
exulting. But while science and civilization, and, to some degree, religion too, 
are on their march to the haunts of ignorance and barbarity, what is the state 
of their ancient homes—the seats in which they have been nursled into this new 
vigor, and animated to their progressing conquests ?—Say, Brethren, you who 
are wise in the “signs of the times”—what is the state, what are the prospects 
of Europe, polished, proud, happy Europe?—lIt baffles wisdom to form a reason- 
able estimate of the results of elements now fermenting in its bosom! Change 
after change is flashing across its political horizon with fearful and bewildering 
rapidity. Its most solid and age-honored structures of civil polity totter to their 
very foundation-stones. Men have learned the power of numbers, and while 
the few yet monopolize too much of intellectual and material wealth, the many, 
without knowledge, without principle, without stability or foresight, seem re- 
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solved to seize the reins of power, and dash onward in the fearful race of 
dissolution and devastation. Insurrection after insurrection breaks out, rages, 
and is quelled but to break out anew with fresh fury in forms of new terror. 
Slaughter, fire and famine, have left their den, and range as if in horrid merri- 
ment, now here, now there, while half-learned ignorance, and reckless discon- 
tent, and gaunt poverty, halloo them on. Pestilence, too, has had its share, and 
one while joining its dread sisters, as in miserable Poland, fattened on the 
banquet of human suffering; another while alternating with their ravages, as 
in the corrupt capital of France, slain its thousands in the intermission of 
revolution and civil war. 

It is true, an ocean rolls between us and these scenes. It is true, the old 
world may be crumbling into ruins, and the new yet flourish in all the greenness 
and pride of youth. But is it possible for any—the most sanguine, the most 
blind adorer of his country, its institutions, and its destinies—to turn his 
troubled sight from Europe’s lowering horizon to the prospects of his own land 
with perfect satisfaction? ‘The pestilence, which he traced there by its desola- 
tions, he finds flitting in its capricious course over his own loved soil, with 
arrows fresh dipped in ranker poison. As its attendants, commercial distress, 
and haggard want among the laboring poor, deepen every wound, and pour in 
stinging venom. From the far west, he hears the war cry of the savage, and 
by the light of their burning homes sees the pioneers of civilization, his fellow 
countrymen—it may be, his friends, his kinsmen—stretched, mangled corpses, 
on the soil which they have won from the forest and the wild-beast. In the 
south, the muttering thunders of discontent give too plain forebodings of a 
storm—how lasting, and of what mournful power, who dare prognosticate? In 
the meanwhile, what is the spirit of the people? What the resources of their 
rulers? What redeeming considerations do they afford us? What earnests of 
success, in spite of gathering dangers?—Alas! alas! to the patriot, few and 
feeble: to the Christian, none!—While party-spirit and sordid aim of self- 
interest rule, what can the patriot hope? While the providence of Gop is 
scoffed at, or forgotten, or still worse, made the base pretence of partizans; 
while his power is set at bold defiance, with impunity; while his institutions 
are held as mere customs, “more honored in the breach than the observance’— 
what can the Christian look for, but tribulation, wrath, and anguish? 

My Brethren! does this seem a dark picture—overcharged—distorted ?>—Would 
that it were! Would that any or every particular could be brought to truth’s 
touchstone and found wanting! But these are facts, exposed to public observa- 
tion, chronicled in public records, trumpeted forth by the public voice. Singly 
taken, there is not a daily print which does not present some one or other to your 
view, in deeper colors than have now been given. “But it is their aggregation,” 
Says some complainer, “which gives them such dread significance! Why cluster 
in one group of horror these scattered indications of present and approaching 
evil ?”—Why ?—Because the subject is one. Are we not, AS YET, one family; 
brethren; of one tongue; with one home; one sense of common honor, one 
joint charter of liberty, our boast and treasure?—Let us but meet the surround- 
ing evils in oneness of spirit and action—the right spirit, and its fruits in fit 
action—and we are YET SAFE, 
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Thus circumstanced, my Christian hearers, we are met in the presence of our 
Creator, to humble ourselves under His mighty hand and supplicate His mercy 
and deliverance. The immediate occasion is the devastation of pestilence which 
even now lays waste our city—the pinching want to which some among us are 
busily employed in ministering, which others already feel. Death stalks around 
us, and at one turn lays his icy hand upon a neighbor; at another, snatches from 
our embrace a friend, a wife, a child; at the next, perhaps, will summon us 
before our Gop. Disease blights the energies and blasts the prospects of those 
whom death has spared. Famine stares thousands in the face, thrown out of 
their employ, or deprived of their supporters. Even the merchant and the man 


_ of wealth feel the effects of the total desertion of our once busy streets and 


bustling wharves. 

What are we to do? How shall we demean ourselves?—Give up to despair, 
and resign all to hopeless ruin?—Or toil on in fruitless struggles to contend 
with pestilence and its frightful train?—-The one is the coward’s choice; the 
dull-souled sluggard and the brute may make it, but not men, trained in honest 
energy and activity; not mortals taught the Gospel of Jesus!—The other is a 
course which might become the pagan Stoic, or the fatalist: but what boots it 
to combat an unseen enemy with mere human strength?—Let the worldling and 
the infidel quail under our calamity in despair, or meet it with sullen doggedness ! 
We, Brethren, have another resource! We will look for the Hand which 
regulates our times. We will seek out that with which He is offended. We 
will humble ourselves before Him, and be sorry for our sins—Thus shall good 
come out of evil, and our last estate be better than our first. 


When Solomon, Israel’s monarch in the days of its glory, had finished the 
beautiful house which “the Lorp had chosen to put his name there,” and his 
dedication of it was accepted by the mark of Gon’s special presence—the thick 
cloud with which the whole edifice was filled, so that even the priests could 
not stand to minister; encouraged by this high favor, he went on to supplicate 
that thenceforth for ever the prayer of faith directed to that hallowed spot in 
all emergencies, might receive a gracious answer—that Gonp’s people might be 
visited, whensoever their distresses led them to cry to Him for help. 

With one portion of this prayer we are more particularly interested. Had it 
been composed with regard to our circumstances, it could not have been more 
applicable. 

“If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence,’ are the words—(they 
are found in the 37th and following verses of the viiith chapter of the First 
Book of Kings)—“Jf there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence,— 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what prayer and supplication 
soever be made by any man, or by all thy people Israel, which shall know every 
man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house: 
then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place and forgive, and do, and give to 
every man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, even 
thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;) that they may fear 
thee all the days that they live in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers.” 
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In the spirit of this passage, Brethren, we are now assembled. Our presence 
in the temple of JEHovAH bears witness that we own Him as the governor of 
His creation—the lord of life and death, in whose hand are our times, to deal 
them out in His own wise measure, and the hearts of men, to turn them as He 
will. The purpose of our convening testifies our belief that, while in heaven 
and earth He doth whatsoever pleaseth Him, ruling all things by the counsel 
of His will, He is at the same time a hearer of prayer—a rewarder of those 
who seek Him—a preserver of all such as put their trust in Him. 

Yet it may be well to settle our conviction of these great truths, by dwelling 
on their evidence and bearing, before we attempt to institute the inquiries which 
they prompt—Wuy Is Hr DEALING THUS WITH US? How SHALL WE TURN 
HIs VISITATIONS TO DUE ACCOUNT? 


It is but lately, Brethren, that a discourse from this place fully proved how 
far your preacher is from wishing to teach you to regard the afflictive dispensa- 
tion under which we have been, and yet are, suffering, as a retributive display 
of justice. I have maintained, and am still prepared to prove, that there is no 
warrant in Scripture for considering national calamities or success as positive 
inflictions of divine wrath or returns of recompense; that in individual in- 
stances it is notoriously a fallacious and dangerous rule, the offspring of en- 
thusiasm, the parent of fanaticism: that, ignorant of the motives, plans, and 
reasons of the Omniscient, it were the highest presumption in us to decide on 
the exertions of His almightiness. 

Nay, more than this: no one event or series of events in the history of 
nations or of an individual can we fix on as the special exercise of divine 
power and rule, unless its miraculous nature, or express revelation, so character- 
ize it. Famine, sword, or pestilence, may depopulate a nation, and no single link 
in the thousand-stranded chain of second causes be displaced or superseded. The 
red bolt of heaven may fall on our fellow being, or the most extraordinary com- 
bination or circumstances shelter him among the ruins of a crumbling edifice, 
and no warrant be afforded us for believing that any thing out of the ordinary 
course of nature has occurred. 

Admit this reasoning to the uttermost extent; and what follows? 

One result, certainly! It takes the rod of almighty vengeance out of the 
hand of puny man, and for ever silences his dogmatic denunciations of divine 
wrath visibly revealed against a fellow being. 

But does it in the least diminish the reality of a superior, a divine agency in 
all the scenes that chequer this many-colored world? No, surely! for what 
though all were the regular interworking of second causes, with not one in- 
terruption, change, or accommodation to by-ends or occasional occurrences ; who 
gave those second causes efficacy? Who laid down their plan? assigned their 
limits? interwove them in the vast web of being? Does it at all affect the 
exertion of creative power, whether all be guided by unerring wisdom, with 
attention to the minutest variations of free agency, from the foundation of the 
world: or the provision of the counterpoise, and return of recompense, good or 
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evil, be reserved for its continual interpositions? Assuredly not! Unquestion- 
ably, all the difficulty in the matter arises from the littleness of our conceptions— 
from man’s measuring his Maker by himself! If we lay our plans and provide 
our means, the intervention of free agency on any part may disconcert us, 
disarrange our schemes, and frustrate their effects. Why? Because we fore- 
knew it not. Because we were dealing with matter and intelligence independent 
of ourselves. But when OMNISCIENCE plans, and OMNIPOTENCE is to execute ; 
wherein is the difficulty of supposing one great scheme to comprise and provide 
for all that we call contingencies?—to arrange the whole agency and reagency 
of mind and matter with such consummate skill, that, from the falling of a hair 
to the crush of worlds, all shall have been foreseen; all regulated; all brought 
to bear on one great end—the advancement of the Creator’s glory, in the 
manifestation of His attributes? 

But our reasoning may follow another train. 

Undeniable as it is that we do not know any single event in the ordinary 
history of our race to be a special interposition of Gop’s providence, it is equally 
certain—it follows precisely from the same premises—that we cannot be sure 
in any case, that divine power is not there immediately exerted, for the ac- 
complishment of some special end. That it is so, may not be announced by 
prophecy. It may not be displayed in miracles.—Does it therefore follow that 
it cannot be operating, in goodness or severity, by the employment of the ma- 
terial elements, or human passions? 

“What?” you ask, “shall the career of a Robespierre or a Napoleon be re- 
garded as a work of Gop? Can we look upon the frantic orgies of a Parisian 
mob, or the insane cruelties of a Grand Duke Constantine, as instruments of 
Providence ?”—If not, then tell me if they are to be regarded as events in the 
created universe, resulting from powers given by the Author of being, occurring 
within the sphere of His control? There is no greater incongruity in the one 
supposition than in the other: whatever of difficulty attaches to either, springs 
from our incompetence to look at the divine plan, or test its operation. 

One thing we know assuredly; that in times past the ALmMicHTy has ac- 
complished special ends by the use of just such means—has constrained the 
wrath of man to praise Him, and wrought safety to His people, and judgment 
on the rebels against His will, by the fury of the elements, or the poison of a 
tainted atmosphere.—And this more we know; He has nowhere declared an 
intention to cease such manifestations of His power, though special purposes 
no longer require that their existence and extent should be made the subject 
of revelation. 

Now, reason from analogy (and from the analogy of Gon’s dealings it is fit 
and right to reason when we endeavor to ascertain the traces of His power 
and wisdom)—reason from analogy, and what is the probability?—Thirty-five 
centuries ago, Israel, encamped in the desert, breaks out in rebellion against 
its divinely-commissioned leader ; and in one night a pestilence destroys fourteen 
thousand of the guilty. Here was the hand of Gop, confessedly—for it was a 
miracle. Five hundred years after, David numbers Israel; and the breach 
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of a divine injunction is followed by instant punishment. He had been proud 
of the mighty nation united under him, and is taught humility by having them 
swept off in the gradual progress of a plague. Again, the direct interposition 
of Providence is known, for the eyes of David were opened to see its minister- 
ing agent, the destroying angel. After a lapse of three thousand years, a 
pestilence walks the circuit of the earth, destroying fifty millions of its in- 
habitants, baffling man’s ingenuity to detect its causes, and his skill to check 
its ravages. Where should we soonest expect to find the Creator's interposing 
arm? In the slaughter of a few thousands pent in their camp in a petty 
corner of one quarter of the earth, or of perhaps not half so many in one 
mountain-town—or in the belt of disease and death spread around the globe, 
and hurrying into eternity more than one-twentieth of our race ?—Now, in 
the first two cases it is certain, that the Lorp of all thought it not beneath him 
to interfere. Shall we dare to say He ought not—He might not—He has not, 
in the last? 

Thus, Brethren, common observation and use of the faculties which Gop hath 
given us, lead us to recognise His hand even where it is not certainly revealed. 
And does not His word most expressly sanction their conclusions ?—Shall there 
be evil in a city, asks the prophet Amos; (“a city,” observe; the expression is 
general, with no limitation as to place or time;) Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lorp hath not done it? And when the prophet Ezekiel reasons with 
Israel on the folly of trusting to the merits of their forefathers for deliverance 
from impending calamities, his examples are professedly drawn—not from the 
particular dealings of the Lorp with that nation, but from the general rules of 
His providence. Ir J send a pestilence into that land—What land? Evidently, 
any land which may have incurred the divine displeasure: “the land which 
sinneth,” spoken of in a preceding verse. These passages, alone, are sufficient 
warrants to us to look upon the vicissitudes, be they what they may, that change 
the face of the earth and the relations of its inhabitants, as emanating directly 
from its Maker’s will. Their immediate causes and occasions, their ultimate 
intentions, it were folly and presumption to pretend to ascertain: but they are 
the exercise of the measureless resources at the command of a righteous Gov- 
ernor and Judge; they are the works of Him who ruleth by His power for 
ever—who is terrible in His doing toward the children of men. 

That, under these circumstances, PRAYER is a duty, a blessed privilege, when 
calamities thicken round us, and the chariot wheels of almighty power whirl 
onward through the nations, spreading terror and dismay, needs little enlarge- 
ment of proof. Blessed be He who has commanded us to look to Him as 
children to their parent, when His thunders roll and His lightnings flash 
around us! He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise thew 
prayer. This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which 
shall be created shall praise the Lorv; is the prophetic declaration of His word, 
bearing on its very face its destination for our use and comfort. Taught by our 
Redeemer when we pray to call Gop “our Father,” shall we not act in the belief 
of the truth which our words express? Shall we not go to Him with child-like 
confidence for shelter and support when He is shaking terribly the earth, and 
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men’s hearts fail them for fear of His judgments? He has even condescended 
to assure us that while not a sparrow falleth to the ground without Him, we 
should have no fear, being of more value in His sight than many sparrows; and 
to bid us ask, that we may have, and seek, that we may find. 

Yet there are those who, in a community calling itself Christian, do not 
hesitate to express their doubts of the expediency—(let us interpret their lan- 
guage, and say at once, the use) of public supplications in calamity. Thus they 
reason—“Either this is the regular operation of natural agents in their due 
course, or it is a special interference of divine power for a definite end. If the 
first; do you think our prayers will alter the relations of second causes, and 
turn the wheels of nature from their course? If the second; dare you interpose 
to frustrate the divine designs, with your puny urgency ?’—Brethren! there 
is no limit to the tendency of such reasoning, but the miserable belief of the 
Pantheist, who makes this material world his god, on the one hand; or the 
dreary creed of fatalism, on the other! No objection can hold good against 
public supplication for relief from providential visitations, which would not 
apply with superior force to all private prayer. The petitions of many must 
have more value in the Creator’s sight than isolated prayer: the solemn as- 
semblage, the joint humiliation, cannot be without weight. And if private 
prayer is to be withheld as a hopeless attempt to counteract the laws of nature, 
or to change the wise designs of Gop, then farewell to all the business, all the 
cares, all the forethought and endeavors of life! For how can man’s toil and 
ingenuity affect the wheels of nature or the designs of Derry? Let us loll 
out our days in brutish apathy and idleness; for why should we labor or fore- 
cast, any more than pray? The chain of second causes is arranged; the plans 
of Gop are fixed; what can we do to alter or amend them ?—Miserable sophistry ! 
The voice of Gop within us tells us to employ our energies in confident ex- 
pectation of proportionate results: the same voice prompts us in the hour of 
danger or of difficulty to appeal to Him for aid. Our weak reason may be 
cheated into a relinquishment of its birth-right; but the heart still hears and 
throbs at its parent’s voice. Let us leave the sophist, Brethren, to grovel in 
the depths of speculative subtleties! We will take our stand on the rock of 
eternal truth, and thence seeing the hand of Gon in all things, ordering all events, 
and influencing all efficient causes, according to His own wise counsel and the 
pleasure of His will, learn continually to depend on Him, to look to Him, to 
raise our voice to Him in prayer. Then with the Psalmist we can say, “J will 
not fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea: for Gov is my refuge and strength, a very present 
help in time of trouble, 

Brethren! I have already drawn largely on your sufferance. For once I shall 
ask it to an extent much greater than it is my ordinary wont to claim. The 
solemn considerations of such a day as this are not to be compressed within 
the usual limits of a discourse; and surely, if ever, on such an occasion, the 
Lorp’s watchman may hope to find a stretch of prolonged attention to his 
feeble voice of warning! Bear with me, then, and pray that a blessing may 
attend us, while I go on to set before you the main topioes of inquiry suggested 
by my text— 
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Wy 1s Gop DEALING THUS WITH US? and How SHALL WE TURN HiIs VIsivTa- 
TION TO DUE ACCOUNT? 

Way is Gop DEALING THUS WITH US? 

Notwithstanding all that I have said concerning our inability to ascertain 
the retributive character of particular providential dispensations, I have no 
hesitation in answering plainly and boldly, ror ouR stNs—for our sins as a 
nation, and for our sins as individuals. 

Nor is there any inconsistency in so doing, Brethren! Not knowing the 
divine plans, we cannot determine what part any individual measure of affliction 
or prosperity is to accomplish. We cannot decide whether it has immediate 
ends, or is merely one link in a train laid for the accomplishment of some far 
off, unknown, perhaps to us never to be known, design. If a nation be raised 
to grandeur, therefore, we cannot say that Gop’s favor shines upon it, because 
it is pleasing in His eyes: He may have raised it to do His work in some remote 
age or clime; its present happy state may serve but to give depth to its abase- 
ment, and bitterness to its misery. So if a man be smitten of Gop and afflicted, 
we cannot say that Gop is dealing with him in proportion to his crimes. They 
may be a father’s strokes, in tenderness. They may have reference to some 
further counsels, perhaps regarding our very selves; and in the meanwhile, if 
the individual be a child of Gop, be to him a treasure of spiritual good; if he 
be a servant of sin, answer the double purpose of visiting his own transgressions, 
while Gop’s plans are working out. 

But while all this is going on, is there not one grand cause, to which all suffer- 
ing, national and individual, is attributable, without fear of error or miscon- 
struction of the divine dealings? Begin with that class which we distinguish as 
natural evil: to what may we trace it out? If any where obscurity enwraps 
the subject of Gop’s government of His creatures, it is here. Yet even here, 
our purblind intellect can find traces of strict justice enough to prove that 
infraction of the laws of being is the source of evil:—Not always, indeed, 
recurring on the direct agent in the breach; by a system of compensation which 
we are unable to appreciate, this is permitted to affect other and often long 
extended and numerous series of links in the great chain of being. But we can 
trace evil—all evil, even to the slightest ache or pain, directly or indirectly, to 
some departure from the assigned ends of beg. 

In the moral government of Gop, this becomes palpably evident. Why is the 
drunkard bloated, enervated, eaten up with inward burnings? Because he has 
applied his organs of digestion to a use never designed for them—has made 
them means of drowning and maddening his intellectual powers, instead of 
maintaining them in vigor by the due sustenance of the body. Nor does the 
effect of this perversion of Gon’s blessings terminate in himself. His care- 
worn, broken-hearted, perhaps famished wife; his children, robbed of a father’s 
cares and endowed with an inheritance of shame, it may be, pining in rags and 
starvation ;—they too suffer, because the husband and father has sunk himself 
in brutishness. Here are physical suffering—a broken constitution, want and 
misery, and mental agony—the blasted joys of wedded life, the meed of shame, 
for filial pride; of disgrace and degradation, for fostering care; and these are 
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the united, the direct CONSEQUENCES OF SIN. Trace out the genealogy of suf- 
fering in all its several varieties, Brethren, and you will find it invariably 
terminate in the same stock. Extend your researches to the history of families, 
of tribes, of communities, of nations, the result will be the same. Stn lies at 
the root of all calamity. Sin entered into the world, and peEATH—one dread 
word comprising the substance of all human suffering—sy sIN. 

Now, in the application of this truth to the lesser matters of ordinary life, 
we find little difficulty. We see penury, and we argue from it, that extravagance 
is the cause; not, perhaps, the extravagance of the suffering individual, but that 
of some fellow creature overstocked with life’s good things, and wasting the 
share of hundreds on his miserable self. We see the haggard debauchee, and 
at once go back in thought to the license now reaping its just fruits. Do we 
witness intemperance? we look for disease and shame to follow :—Passion?— 
ill-will, remorse and enmity attend it:—and so on, through the whole catalogue 
of sins against society and the Gop who made man a social being. The con- 
nexion of the sin with its visitation has become to our minds a thing of course. 
It is a part of life; and he is unfit to live who has not learned it. 

There is no difficulty attending the extension of this law to communities. A 
nation of drunkards we should expect to see involved in all the miseries that 
follow drunkenness in the individual, aggravated in proportion to the extension 
of their scale. A like predominance of any other crime, we should look to 
have followed with a corresponding accompaniment of misery. Of course, the 
greater or less proportion of one or more vices in a community must have a 
similar result, in partially affecting, to a greater or less degree, its circumstances. 

Thus far, the way is plain. Ordinary experience—the necessary conclusions 
of sound reason—lead us smoothly onward. 

Why should we hesitate to advance another step, and allow the connexion of 
individual or aggregate crime with the dispensations of Gon’s natural, as well 
as of his moral government? and look to sIN as the cause of affliction to the 
individual, or calamity to the nation, whatsoever its immediate occasion may be? 
Will you urge, that this militates against the idea that such visitations may be 
not in judgment, but secondary parts of some ulterior plan?—that the child of 
Gop may be afflicted, not in wrath, but to accomplish his Father’s all-wise 
counsels ?—Not at all. The connexion of the visitation with its cause need not 
be direct—its object is not necessarily retribution, though it be the result of sIN. 
In the case of an afflicted good man, for instance: “His sufferings,” you say, 
“are not in judgment.”—Granted. It may be, they are part of some plan re- 
lating to you or to myself. But have they no object with regard to him? is 
he a mere tool, to be wrenched and broken in working out Gop’s ends with 
regard to others?—‘“Not so,” you say; “Gop can and will make his sufferings 
a blessing.”—How?—“By using them as instruments for his chastisement, 
purification, sanctification, perfection in Christian graces”; you will, you must 
reply.—And why, pray, was this process needed?—Ah! we have arrived at the 
old root—sIn! sin made the good man’s sufferings, though not sent in judg- 
ment, nevertheless needful, and therefore, when sent, a blessing. 

There is no reason, Brethren, why the same mode of arguing should not be 











506 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


applied to national calamities; and the PREVALENCE OF SIN will be found a 
cause for all visitations, even though their immediate object be the working 
out of some yet unseen, unfathomable plan. If, then, the present is over- 
shadowed with deep gloom, and all the future seems to the keen, practised vision 
thickening into still blacker night, let us not, fellow Christians, permit our 
hearts to rise in murmurs against the dealings of H1m who is all goodness, 
long-suffering, and truth, nor give way to impious questions whether He 
indeed be governing the earth in righteousness! Let us rather reproach our- 
selves, as the violators of our own happiness and sources of the clustering evils 
that hang over us. The Lorp our Gop is righteous in all his works which he 
doeth: for we obeyed not his voice; we have sinned, we have done wickedly; for 
our sins and for the iniquities of our fathers, the people are become a reproach 
to all that are about us. 

This, Brethren, is “the true rule” for the study of the days of Providence— 
to make them (to make them, did I say? nay! rather to take them as they are 
sent) “so many particular calls and excitements to consider, as in Gop’s presence, 
our conduct’”* and our tempers, the louder and more obligatory as they are 
more signal ;—to trace our afflictions to their source in SIN, sin of the people, 
sin in every heart, each having and owning its own “plague” in the sight of Gop. 

I am not unaware, Christian hearers, of the extreme difficulty of directing 
the finger of censure against national transgressions, without running into that 
basest of all prostitutions of the pulpit, political harangue. Bear me witness 
that such has not hitherto been the spirit of my communications, public or 
private! Yet on a day like this, I should deem my duty ill discharged, were 
no endeavor made to point out facts which at least account for, if they may not 
have occasioned, the clouds that darken our prospects as a nation. 

First, then, have we not as a people a heavy account to render of the FAVORS 
OF PROVIDENCE ABUSED? 

Liberty, civil and religious, is our boast: and just cause we have to exult in 
our pre-eminence among the nations in that choicest of Gon’s blessings! But 
liberty may be abused: it may run riot in sheer wantonness, or degenerate into 
license without law. Gop forbid that I should exaggerate my country’s weak- 
nesses! But, laymen! men of business! say, for you, who know more and see 
more of the spirit which pervades our populace, our civil meetings, our courts 
of justice and halls of legislation, than one whose business lies not with the 
things of time, are most competent to say—How far are we verging toward 
that extreme? It needs little skill in worldly affairs to see that there is something 
wrong, when brawls and murders seem to be recognised as needful accompani- 
ments of party-strife; when the duelling-pistol, and the bludgeon, and the 
poisoned feast, and words sharper than daggers and more venomous than the 
deadly drug, are the weapons used by legislators and guardians of the public 
weal! It needs little general observation, to find cause for dread in the prosti- 
tuted powers of the public press—that mighty engine of good or evil—directed 
in sheer disregard of the great principles of truth and justice, to serve a party 


*Letters of A SENIOR, as quoted in the British Critic, Vol. XI, p. 388. 
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or support a leader—‘“But these are no new evils! nor are they confined to 
our land!”—Alas, no! But they are not less violations of the laws of Gop! 
they are not less fraught with ruin! they call not the less for the exertions and 
prayers of every pious, every honest man, to avert their consequences! 

Knowledge is a blessing! What shall we prize above it? And as a nation, 
for more than our proportion of this blessing are we indebted to the good 
providence of our Gop, working by the institutions and habits handed down to 
us from our forefathers. But knowledge, like those other mighty elements of 
power, fire and vapor, may and will do fearful mischief if not applied to its 
true purposes. Satan once made it his engine for the infliction of a deadly 
wound on our whole race, and he has never relinquished its employment for 
his ends. Is the thirst for knowledge, so characteristic of the American, 
quenched with the pure waters of truth? Are any measures taken to supply 
them? Alas! what a computation might one of those pure intelligences who 
look with wonder at man’s errors from their superior spheres—what a com- 
putation might he make of the starveling care and maintenance bestowed on 
education; not the quackery of some new scheme of ever-changing, never per- 
fected improvement, but the training of mind and manlihood; from our public 
resources, by our public men! It must be written down against us as a sin of 
no light grade, that our rising millions, hungering and thirsting for intellectual 
nourishment, have no adequate sources of supply—are crammed with the trash 
of lucre-loving novel-venders, and poisoned with the drivellings of polluted 
fiction-writers. 

The comforts and luxuries of life are showered upon us with a profusion and 
a facility of access, in which few other nations equal, none surpass us. It can 
be no matter of surprise to any thinking man, least of all to the Christian to 
whom experience has given some acquaintance with the deceitfulness and cor- 
ruption of the heart, that this should have led to their abuse. Do I say more 
than the strict truth, Brethren, when I declare that our country, and perhaps 
in an especial manner our own city, presents to the observing eye an alarming 
scene of comparative extravagance, and recklessness of propriety and just 
obligation? I say comparative extravagance; meaning such as consists not 
so much in the expenditure of vast sums (in which, doubtless, older countries, 
where wealth is portioned out among the few, far exceed us), as in living, 
even on a small scale, beyond the income. Does not this sin—for surely, 
with all its attendant train of evils, it is sim, and SIN OF NO LIGHT GRADE !— 
does it not pervade almost every class of society? Is it not ruining the 
prospects of our young merchants, tradesmen, mechanics? breaking down 
the barriers of good faith? even, to some extent, tainting our national char- 
acter in the estimation of men of other lands? If it be not so, then have 
general report and my own small experience egregiously deceived me. If it 
be—are not we loudly called on, by private influence and individual reformation 
to block out so black an item in the charges against us as a nation? 

I speak not now, Brethren, of the abuses of Gop’s good gifts in luxurious, and 
worldly, and sinful living. Those snares of Sodom, pride, and idleness, and 
fulness of bread, have been too long among us; (as in what civilized people 
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are they not?) have been too rife; have too often extorted expostulation from 
the watchtower of Gon’s word, to need specification now, as weights in the 
balance, against which our community is weighed and found wanting. 

Next to abuse of blessings, the manifestation of that spirit which first intro- 
duced rebellion among created beings, that root of bitterness, as Gov’s word 
characterizes it, PRIDE, must be registered against us as a national sin. 

It is among the striking evidences how far the world is estranged from Gon, 
that the word “pride” should ever have received a favorable interpretation. 
But in none of its good senses do I use it, when I say that pride is among the 
dark shades of our character as a people. The complete success of the nation’s 
infant struggles for existence,—the wonderful and entire discomfiture of the 
mighty power which would fain have kept it in subjection, perhaps, tended to 
foster and blow up this ingredient in the disposition of fallen man to peculiar 
prominence in the American character. We overvalue ourselves, and all that 
belongs to us. We shrink, with sickly sensitiveness, from ridicule, correction, 
or even candid criticism. We idolize our institutions, even to their very imper- 
fections—necessary, perhaps, but not the less imperfections. So far, this were 
no great matter. It makes us ridiculous, and shuts us out from approaches to 
perfection; yet these are evils to be borne. But toward Gop and man, this 
same overweening pride has betrayed us into sin, and we may yet have to rue 
its bitter consequences! 

Toward Gop it has led us into Nebuchadnezzar’s sin; unthankful forgetful- 
ness of His fostering care, and presumptuous confidence in our own resources. 
We have looked upon the fair brotherhood of our thriving states, compacted 
with happy skill into one consolidation of independent energies and resources, 
and have said, “Js not this great Babylon that I have builded for the house of 
the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty?” 
Human address, human prowess, human foresight, have had their due meed of 
praise for the fair inheritance. But with what degree of gratitude, national or 
individual, have we ascribed the glory due to Him who alone enlargeth a nation, 
and maketh men to be of one mind in a house?—And now, it may be that He 
is suffering disunion to rend the fair structure piecemeal, and lay its honors 
in the dust, that we may learn the lesson—Let not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, neither the rich man m 
his riches; but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he UNDERSTANDETH AND 
KNOWETH ME, that I am the Lorp which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, 
and righteousness in the earth, 

Against our fellow beings, too, our pride has made us sin, in withholding that 
measure which has been so bountifully dealt to us. We are free: it is our 
glory. But the poor black still groans in slavery, and is made a thing of 
merchandize, while we are too proud (fain would I impute it to this source, 
rather than hard-heartedness and cold-blooded love or gain!)—-we are too 
proud to own him for a man and a brother. Even in his slavery we deny him 
the best of boons, the treasures of the mind; because we dare not give him 
moral power. O, that his sighs and tears be not bottled up for witnesses 
against us! that his moral degradation, and far worse, the eternal ruin which 
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must too often be its fruit, be not required at our hands! And the Indian, 
the rightful owner of our soil:—is not the bloody, demoralizing warfare on 
our frontiers, a visitation of the wrongs which, in the wantonness of our pride, 
we have made him suffer?—Mark me, Brethren, I say it not as a politician— 
I know not, I care not (for it removes no jot of guilt from the page of 
national transgression) whether this or any former administration be charge- 
able with the blame—but is there not enough of injustice discoverable in our 
treatment of the aboriginal possessors of the land, to account for all the misery 
now witnessed by the deserted farms and blood-stained hearth-stones of our 
north-western borders? It is true that in the long perspective of two thousand 
miles, the conflict of a mighty nation with a few hordes of savages may dwindle 
to very insignificance: but in no case may we count war a light thing, and least 
of all when the war is against the oppressed and defenceless, goaded into mad 
defiance of the power that crushes them. May their cry not enter the ears of 
the Lorp of Hosts against us! Rather, may our prayers—our endeavors to 
wipe out the past by changing benefits for injuries, avert the vengeance of Him 
who visits the cruel and the oppressor ! 

But above all, Brethren, utter DESTITUTION OF A RELIGIOUS SPIRIT is a crying 
sin, for which, as a people, we must render an account. It pervades the estab- 
lishment, the institutions, the conduct of our government; the tenor of our 
public acts; the spirit of our public prints; every thing by which we can be 
known as a people, to our fellow nations, and produce an impress on the char- 
acter and destinies of the race. Far be it from me, so much as to harbor a wish 
for the violation of the great principle of our Constitution—equal toleration, 
equal rights, equal influence, proportioned to real weight and numbers, for all 
professions of religious faith! And though the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Curist be the true, the only source of all solid, lasting peace and prosperity, I 
would not even murmur a regret that this great principle renders even its exclu- 
sion necessary :—its influence needs no strengthening by the arm of civil power; 
like the lowly violet, it flourishes best, and sheds its sweetness in most profusion, 
when left to bloom in solitude and shade.—But there are truths, which nothing 
can excuse us from avowing and asserting; truths which, if we were wise, 
we should make the palladium of our strength, and which we must avow and 
cherish, and bind on the forefront of our civil polity ;—the BEING—PROVIDENCE— 
and HOLINESS OF THE CREATOR. Wo to the community where they are utterly 
unrecognized! And alas for us, that it is so nearly the case in ours! There 
is no social tie which does not derive from them its strength; no check on the 
evil passions and elements of discord which borrows not its power from them. 
Yet how slight is their admixture in our public acts! how completely are they 
wanting in the spirit of our legislation and national procedures! 

Brethren! I dare trust myself to do no more than name these themes for 
humiliation. Even in doing that, I am sensible I have greatly trespassed on 
your patience; perhaps even more, on your endurance of unwelcome, melancholy 
topics. 

The important question yet remains, 

How SHALL WE TURN OUR VISITATION TO DUE ACCOUNT? 
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First, and principally, by meeting it as we ought; with full and unreserved 
acknowledgment of its justice. Let us not slave over the griesly wounds in our 
civil body with false pretences of necessity ; of precedent; of justificatory cir- 
cumstances; of exaggeration in their report. Let us not solace ourselves with 
prophesyings of smooth things, and say with the fool of old, “Tush, Gov hath 
forgotten! He hideth away His face, and He will never see it. We shall never 
be cast down; there will no such evil happen unto us!’ National stn is the 
source of national calamity; and the only remedy, a remedy which the abundant 
mercy of our Gop has placed within our reach, is national REPENTANCE. As the 
individual sinner may with confidence in Gop’s word, lay claim to His mercy 
when with mourning and humiliation he turns unto the Lorp his Gop, and may 
expect that Gop will return unto him and leave a blessing behind him; so, with 
the same or even greater reason, may a whole community or people look for 
the removal of Gopv’s anger when, as one man, with heart and voice they im- 
plore His mercy. Take with you words, then, Brethren; (it is the exhortation 
of Gon’s own prophet;) Take with you words, and turn to the Lorp, and say 
unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously—We have sinned 
and done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and 
thy judgments. Righteousness, O Lorb, belongeth unto thee, but unto us con- 
fusion of faces, as at this day! 

But let not such humiliation be the empty form of general acknowledgment, 
in which none feels himself, for himself, concerned! Too commonly, while we 
see and own the sin of the community, it is with no visitings of compunction for 
our several shares of guiltiness before Gop. But is there no such account- 
ability? What are the sins, the visitations, the humiliation, of communities, 
but the aggregate of the crimes, the sufferings, the repentance of individuals >— 
Yes, Brethren! we have sinned before the Lorp, and we must feel it, and seek 
for pardon there where only it can be found, at the foot of a bleeding Saviour’s 
cross; or public humiliation is an empty mockery.—Do you ask how such items 
of guilt as I have been charging against our nation can burden the consciences 
of individuals? above all, of professing Christians? Brethren! know you not 
where it is written, When thou sawest a thief, thou CONSENTEDST unto him, and 
hast been a partaker with transgressors? In many respects we have directly 
swelled the amount of national crime: but where that is not chargeable to our 
account, have we not sinned by carelessness and indifference to others’ sins? 
When wickedness bares its front in high places, do we wither it with the in- 
dignant frown of virtuous disgust? Not, Brethren, that I would sanction 
clamorous, overt acts of opposition! Of that we have already, perhaps, too 
much. But there is the silent influence of multitudes, each in his own place 
and station, bearing testimony against sin :—there is the resistless force of joint 
effort to discourage vice and destroy the instruments of corruption. These we 
might expect from Christians! Yet where shall they be found? Considera- 
tions of convenience, of profit, of temporary quiet, are allowed to stand between 
us and the straight path of rectitude, and we arp dishonesty, and impurity, and 
infidelity, by refraining from disapprobation. We have reason, Christian hearers, 
to join in the solemn business of this day in the spirit and with the words of 
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Ezra, O my Gop, I am ashamed, and blush to lift up My face to thee, my Gon; 
for since the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass unto this 
day;—and behold, we are now before thee in our trespasses; and we cannot 
stand before thee, because of this. 

Beginning thus with ourselves, in earnestness and sincerity let us search and 
try our ways, that we may “return every one from his evil way, and make our 
ways and our doings good.” It is general reformation that we need; and it can 
never be brought about, but by the REFORMATION OF INDIVIDUALS. Let “re- 
newal in righteousness and true holiness,” then, be our steady aim. Setting the 
perfect standard of Gon’s law before us, and the blessed example of the Re- 
deemer’s life, let us strive each to carry them out in his own life. Let us labor 
to the utmost that men, seeing our light, may glorify our Father in heaven. 
Thus shall we receive blessing from the Lorp, and righteousness from the Gop 
of our salvation. Heart could not form, nor tongue express a more compre- 
hensive wish for our country, than that the glorious Gospel of the blessed Gop 
might thus flourish in it; that it might be universally esteemed, embraced, 
obeyed; that the hearts of the rulers and of the people might be turned to the 
Lorp as the heart of one man, and the kingdom become the Lorp’s and his 
Curist’s—Happy is the nation that is in such a case! Y ea, blessed are the 
people who have the Lorp for their Gop! 


IV 


SELF-DISCIPLINE, A SERMON BEFORE THE ASSOCIATE ALUMNI 
OF THE GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE PROT- 
ESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
AT THEIR TRIENNIAL MEETING, OCTOBER 10, 1847, 

BY JOHN MURRAY FORBES, D.D., RECTOR OF 
SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, NEW YORK 


“I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I not as one that beateth the air: but I 
keep under my body and bring it into subjection, lest that by some means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway.’’—1st Cor., IX, 26 and 27th verses. 


My Reverend Brethren of the Alumni: 


There is probably no truth in which we shall all more readily accord, than that 
we have fallen upon troublous times. The minds of good men are disturbed 
and perplexed, apprehensive as to the future, distrustful as to the present, often 
regretful as to the past. 

There is a conflict of principles now going on at home and abroad, in the 
Church and in the State, the issue of which must ere long be seen. Meantime 
the very foundations of things are shaken, and perhaps great revolutions are 
at hand. 

The unsettled state of the ancient government of the world—the rumored 
abdications of Princes—the widespread and more thorough infusion of the 
Democratic principle into every institution, whether civil or religious—the 
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evident growth and bold advances of Rationalism and Infidelity—the rapid 
working out to their legitimate developments of the varied religious systems 
dissociated from their Church—and the present state of the Church itself—the 
deep lethargic slumber of the Eastern Hierarchy, roused only, as it would seem, 
by the apparent life of the heretical bodies which they have ejected—the startling 
schemes of the Roman Pontiff, and their yet unascertained result—the aspira- 
tions after ancient dominion, by that ancient Dynasty, and the unimpaired life 
and vigor they disclose—the mournful and manacled state of our Mother Church 
of England, with the Queen’s Privy Council for its virtual Head, and a Parlia- 
ment wherein Jews, Heretics, and Infidels take government with her sons—her 
deep heaving sighs and restive impatient struggles after freedom—the better 
life and more earnest workings of untold numbers among her clergy, with the 
still unawakened energies of a yet larger number, and the sad forebodings of a 
despairing few—the divided and distracted state of our own Church at home, 
with two living voices, and two energizing systems, each claiming her sanction, 
yet each lacking power to prevail and put her at unity with herself; manifold 
evils meantime growing up and establishing themselves within her borders for 
want of a proper discipline to repress them—and last, tho’ not least, the long 
agitated state of this Diocese, and the intensity of earnestness with which many 
are looking forward to the restoration of law, order and quietness—these things, 
brethren, do agitate the minds of good men, awaken deep and solemn thoughts 
within them, call out the full energies of their character, and entail fearful 
responsibilities as to their conduct. 

Met together, my brethren of the Alumni, on this interesting occasion, the 
Triennial meeting of our Body, met here beneath the shadow of the Cross, in 
this Temple of the Lord, as Ministers of the same Church, having in common 
many associations with the past, and looking forward with the same interest to 
the future, what, let us ask, under the peculiar circumstances of our position, 
is the one paramount duty we have to perform? Is it to make ourselves ac- 
complished scholars, well read in the lessons of Pagan antiquity, that we may 
interest and attract the refined and educated? or to store our minds with the 
learning of the ancient Fathers, or the subtleties of the later schoolmen? or 
to seek enlargement and power for the intellect by the pursuit of moral or 
material science? or to cultivate habits of reasoning, that we may engage and 
impress from the pulpit? or to make ourselves skilful and practised debaters, 
that we may influence in assemblies, where the gravest questions of the Church 
are decided? or to study the modes of quietly winning to ourselves the favor 
of the multitude, that we may escape the distressing trials that await the more 
faithful minister? or to employ ourselves in framing and strengthening party 
associations, the triumph of which we may regard as the triumph of religion and 
the Church? Alas! brethren! there is a higher duty and a better way, one 
more honorable to ourselves, more beneficial to others. It is, above all, to 
perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord—to train ourselves in spiritual and 
devotional habits—by self-discipline to gird up the loins of our minds for 
present duty, and as a preparation for future events. This, I apprehend, is 
the paramount duty we have now to perform, and the one great and true 
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remedy, so far as remedy may be found, for all the evils we suffer now, or may 
have in prospect before us. Amid the trials, the difficulties, the temptations 
that environ us, this self-discipline will be to us like the inward bracing of the 
ancient combatant for the fight, like the putting on of his armor by the warrior 
for the battle, like the girding up of his loins of the racer for the course, like 
the careful enwrapping of himself in his cloak by the traveller for the storm 
of his journey. 

That such spiritual training as this is at all times necessary for men in our 
condition, the great apostle hath distinctly taught us by the revelations he has 
made of his own practise. Notwithstanding his miraculous conversion, his 
distinguished mission, his labors, necessities, afflictions, tumults, imprisonment, 
stripes, he declares, “I so run, not as uncertainly, so fight I not as one that 
beateth the air, but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that 
by any means when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 
“Yaomdto xat dovlaywya>. 

“I bruise and blacken and enslave my body”—terms these, which indicate 
either severe bodily austerity, or at least the severest spiritual discipline. Take 
whichever meaning we will, for some meaning these words must have, and they 
teach us that St. Paul practised a self-discipline and government (and this with 
the fear of reprobation before his eyes if he neglected it), from the very men- 
tion of which, perhaps, now many of us inwardly recoil. Nor was this all, but, 
as he tells us in another place, to frequent watchings, hunger and thirst, cold 
and nakedness, he likewise voluntarily added “fastings often.” And why? why 
amid so many labors, perils and privations, yea, even hunger and thirst, fast oft, 
unless for the purpose of moral and spiritual training? And, again, what are 
we to make of his retreat into Arabia, and continuance there for three whole 
years? for what purpose this but for study and prayer, and self-discipline? 
Again, there is a large class of passages running throughout his Epistles, which 
go to show the same thing. “God forbid,” says he, “that I should glory save 
in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me 
and I unto the world.” “Herein do I exercise myself to have always a con- 
science void of offence towards God and towards men.”’—‘“Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behave ourselves 
among you.” 

Such was the practice of Saint Paul, and he did not only thus practice himself 
this system of self-government, but likewise carried it out in his dealings with 
others, especially those in the Sacred Ministry. Witness his exhortation to 
Timothy, “to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”—“to fight the 
good fight”—‘“to watch in all things’—“to endure afflictions’—‘“to keep the 
commandment, without spot unrebukeable, until the appearance of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” And so thoroughly and perfectly did Saint Timothy act up to 
the advice, that we find, at last, even the apostle himself counselling him to 
check and limit his asceticism—‘“for thy stomach’s sake,” says he, “and thy own 
infirmities, drink no longer water, but use a little wine.” | 

The great Apostles of the Gentiles, then, in his own person, and in his teach- 
ings to others, has not only illustrated the duty, but strenuously enforced the 
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obligation, and this especially in regard to the Ministers of Christ, to train 
themselves to Godliness by a strict rule of living, and habitual self-control. 

Nor was Saint Paul singular among the Apostles. In this respect they were 
all alike, all transcripts of One Divine Original, to be studied and copied by 
the faithful of all ages. 

“Be ye followers together with me, and walk so as ye have us for an en- 
sample.” He puts his own example and that of the other apostles together, as 
though they lived and acted as one man, and then commends this as a model 
to the Christians of his day. And what the Apostle thus earnestly commended, 
the people obediently followed. Hence it was that the piety of the early 
Church partook so largely of the spirit of the Apostles. It was a piety, solid 
and severe, characterized by midnight as well as by mid-day prayers, by fre- 
quent sacraments, by continued fasts, by abstinence from worldly pleasure, often 
by a life of celibacy, by habitual alms-deeds, by voluntary penances for sin, by 
cheerful sufferings for Christ’s sake, and by a singular innocency of life. So 
marked, indeed, was this last peculiarity, which is in truth but a summing up 
of the whole, that Tertullian declares of the Christians of his day, “Innocence 
with us is a necessary virtue; we understand it perfectly, as having learned it 
of God, who is the best Master, and we practice it with the greatest care, as 
being obliged to it by that Judge whom we must not despise.” It is the just 
remark of an eminent historian, that from the time of their baptism these early 
Christians began “a new life, a life altogether spiritual and supernatural.” 

If, then, next to Scripture, or, as interpreting to us the written word, an- 
tiquity is to be our guide, let us remember, that the only proper Christian life, 
of which we find any trace in antiquity, is this life of the most habitual and 
careful self-discipline. 

And such a life does our Church now most earnestly commend to us. Gov- 
erning herself in this, as in other matters, by antiquity, she has amply provided 
the means for all the more important external acts of self-discipline, whilst 
she has most solemnly enjoined upon us such as are internal. Let us look 
closely into this matter. What means her order for daily morning and evening 
prayer? Her provision for frequent communion—once at least on every Lord’s 
day, and at certain seasons for every day, during a week together? And who 
does not know how anxious, how truly anxious, were the framers of our 
Liturgy to perpetuate the weekly communion? What mean the long Lenten 
fast, and the Friday fast throughout the year? What the series of festivals, 
commemorative of saints departed? What, I ask, are these things but so many 
gracious provisions of our spiritual mother, to enable us, by external acts of 
discipline, to train ourselves in the ways of God. 

And then, again, how solemn her admonitions to such as are internal. 

“My duty is (she says to her children from time to time) to exhort you to 
search and examine your own consciences, and that not lightly, and after the 
manner of dissemblers with God” ;—but seriously, by the rule of God’s com- 
mandments, in will, word and deed; and that not only as regards God, but 
man also, and whereinsoever ye shall perceive yourselves to have offended, 
there to bewail your own sinfulness, with full purpose or amendment of life— 
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and to make restitution and satisfaction for all wrongs and injuries done by 
you to any other, and to be ready to forgive others who have offended you, as 
ye would have forgiveness at God’s hands. And if there be any weighty thing, 
any deep or deadly sin, lying upon the conscience and disturbing its repose, 
then she bids us go to some minister of God’s word, and open our grief, that 
we may receive such godly counsel and advice as may tend to the quieting of 
our conscience and the removing of all scruple and doubtfulness. 

Why, here is the very sum and substance of the system of the ancient Catholic 
Church, requiring only to be duly regarded, fully appreciated, thoroughly carried 
out, and we are at once in entire accordance with the best days of the Christian 
Church. 

The same conclusion, too, will be arrived at if we consult the other offices of 
the Church, those especially for Baptism and the Visitation for the Sick. 

In all, you will observe, there is not one word about “believing only,” in a 
very common acceptation of that term, in order to be saved, or, of “rolling off” 
our sins upon the Saviour, and going on our way rejoicing, but it is all a part 
of a system of the strictest self-discipline, involving solemn vows, fearful re- 
nunciations, careful self-scrutiny, humiliation, contrition, confession, reparation, 
restitution, reconciliation, and above all, a life by rule. Such, manifestly, is 
the system of our Church, and she has none other. Her language everywhere 
to her children is, repent of sin and keep the Commandments in thought, word 
and deed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If we would have further evidence of this, we have but to consult the writings 
of her best Divines, those burning and shining lights, Andrews, Ken, Sanderson, 
Taylor, Wilson, Sherlock, Nelson—or to study the lives of her holiest sons, 
her Herberts and Ferrars, and Hookers and Hammonds. 

I lay it down, then, as an indubitable truth, that the Church has no system of 
practical theology but this, attempt to introduce any other and you are crossed 
at every point, you mar her Liturgy, render unmeaning her offices, and fritter 
away her Sacramental character. 

Admitting, then, that this is the system of the Church; a system based upon 
antiquity, and illustrated by the Apostles in their own practice, it may here be 
naturally asked, how it may be carried out amongst ourselves—what are its 
leading details, and what we might hope would be its results? 

All-important as are those questions, I can here but imperfectly answer them, 
and attempt only rudely to sketch out the more prominent parts of such a 
system. And in doing this, let me add, that I regard myself much in the light 
of one walking with you through some ancient library, and here and there 
taking down from its shelves some neglected volume, from which to gather at 
least a portion of its forgotten wisdom. 

The first thing, then, that would seem to be essential in a practical system 
like this, is a deep sense of accountability to God—to realize, as far as we may, 
and to employ all means for this, that we have an account to settle with God; 
that our whole life, at the last day, is to be brought under review; that every 
thought, and word, and act is to be scrutinized; and that upon the results of 
this scrutiny will depend our everlasting welfare or wo. 
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Secondly, to determine to deal honestly with ourselves, not to blind conscience 
but to enlighten it; to desire to see ourselves as God sees us; to know the worst 
of ourselves now; to dare to examine our lives, to question the sincerity of our 
professions, to scrutinize our motives, and to be ready to endure any pain, or 
to make any sacrifice, so only we may avert the wrath, and secure the favor 
of God. 

Thirdly, to begin to live by rule, not to leave to accident the course of our 
lives, but to endeavor to regulate and direct them; and this, by some such 
definite acts as the following: 

Stated private prayer, in the morning, in the evening, and at noon-day. 

Daily meditation upon some short portion of God’s word; and this, in union 
with mental prayer; such meditation always being, not to improve ourselves in 
learning, nor to gratify curiosity, but to hold communion with God, through 
His Word, and to quicken the Divine Life in our souls. 

To use watchfulness in all our actions during the day, that no word may be 
spoken, nor deed done, nor, if possible, thought entertained, that may cause 
sorrow to our souls at night, and need to be blotted out with tears. 

To make God’s glory the one end and aim of all we do; and for this purpose 
to avoid all self-seeking and self-pleasing—the curse and crying sin of our day— 
remembering always that we have a Master in Heaven, whose we are, and 
whom we are bound to obey. 

To be ready always to endure hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ ; 
to practice cheerfully such self-denial, privation and toil, as are required of us 
by our condition in life; and where these are not required of us in any high 
degree, there to impose upon ourselves, of our own will, what may be a sub- 
stitute for them, that thus we may ward off the evils of sloth, luxury and licen- 
tiousness, and be ever prepared for duty. 

To deal with our sins in particulars, and not merely in generals. One by one, 
separately, and in detail, to take in hand such as beset us, and seek to subdue 
them; never suffering ourselves to become oblivious of sins that are past, as 
though we could be sure that God had forgotten them, but ever, from time 
to time, renewing the recollection of them, that we may thus perfect our re- 
pentance, and cultivate an humble spirit. 

Not to be deterred by the fear of self-righteousness, from practicing upon 
ourselves, a holy “revenge”—a revenge for sins we have done but cannot undo, 
for evils we have wrought but cannot obliterate, and the marks of which still 
lie deep upon the soul. “Behold,” says the Apostle to his Corinthian converts, 
“Behold this self-same thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what care- 
fulness it wrought in you; yea, what clearing of yourselves; yea, what indigna- 
tion; yea, what fear; yea, what vehement desire; yea, what zeal; yea, what 
revenge! In all ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.” 

And as we seek to master our sins, not only collectively, but in detail, so 
likewise to cultivate the virtues of a Christian life separately and singly—first 


one and then another, until we come behind in no grace that may adorn the 
sacred character. 
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And for this end, both the subduing of sins and the attaining of virtues, to 
employ those ancient, and well-tried, and Scriptural, and Catholic means— 
fasting and alms-deeds—means commended by our blessed Lord, as having an 
efficacy peculiar to themselves, and like the efficacy of prayer, availing with God. 

Moreover, to add to these private acts of devotion, an attendance upon the 
Daily Public Prayer of the Church, and where it may be done, upon at least a 
Weekly Communion. If our Lord be specially present in the Sanctuary, and 
most especially in the Holy Eucharist, there can be no proper substitutes for 
these, and no solid growth in grace where they are neglected. 

All these acts, however, will fail of their adequate result, unless we unite 
with them all the habit of daily and weekly examination of conscience. This is 
a matter of prime and imperative necessity. No duty must take precedence of 
this in our estimation, none be preferred before it, and any other neglected 
rather than this foregone. Such has been the method of saints in all ages. 
With prayer and the frequenting of Sacraments, it has been the great means 
of their spiritual advancement. Not otherwise can there be an adequate self- 
knowledge, an habitual penitence, the thorough extirpation of vices, an effective 
watchfulness against temptation, or the formation of strictly religious habits. 
Almost the beginning, middle and end of religious life, is this examination of 
conscience. Involving in itself the nature of prayer, it likewise in a degree 
accomplishes what it prays for; the only proper preparation for sacraments, 
it draws after it something of sacramental grace, whilst no sacraments can 
avail where it does not prepare the way. 

And nearly connected with this, in the matter of self-discipline, is another 
point of high moment, I mean the ready and determined following of the dic- 
tates of an inward monitor. It is the voice of God that speaks to us in an 
enlightened conscience. Our inward promptings, therefore, are ever to be 
listened to, lead us wither they will, so only it be in accordance with that 
unalterable Divine law, whose lessons they apply to the soul. Whether then 
their wisperings be to this course of life or to that, to the much-cumbered state 
of Martha, or the more spiritual life of Mary, to greater self-devotion, or to 
less arduous and self-denying labors, they demand of us the most careful heed- 
ing, the most upright, honest, and manly dealing; and any failure here, must 
embarrass and check, and until exposed and rectified, most seriously impair 
our spiritual life and training. 

Hence, finally, it comes to be so necessary a part of our duty, if we should 
use all means for our advancement, to seek often the impartial judgment and 
guidance of others, and especially of such as are older, wiser, more experi- 
enced and better disciplined than ourselves. We are all poor judges in our 
own cases, and in times of perplexity need to be taught even one of another, 
and to this end to put away all needless reserves, to show our weakness, “confess 
our faults,” and humbly seek, and thankfully receive, and conscientiously abide 
by, the calm, and dispassionate, and enlightened and faithful guidance and 
direction of a brother and friend. 

Such, brethren, would seem to be the more necessary parts of a system of self- 
discipline. In stating them I cannot but be sensible how dry, and meagre, and 
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unsatisfactory they must appear; and yet they are, I apprehend, the proper and 
legitimate details of that system which the great apostle practiced himself, and 
inculcated upon others, and which the Christian Church has ever found to be 
its life and its defence. That this systematic life may seem too formal and 
severe for many of us at first view, is like enough, but what, that is great and 
influential for good, that is not encumbered with much form and many details? 
and then what life more severe, and toilsome, and self-denying, and self-re- 
nouncing, than that set forth by our blessed Lord, and illustrated in his own 
person. Why that pilgrimage upon earth of homelessness, and poverty, and 
want? Why those acts of self-denial, and obedience to all constituted authority? 
Why those midnight prayers and long-continued fasts, and voluntary acts of 
humiliation? Why, I say, these things, but as an example to us, that we in our 
measure and degree might do as he had done. 

And then those meaning passages: “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow me.”—‘“If any man love 
father or mother, or wife or children, or houses or lands, more than me, he 
is not worthy of me.” And again—“If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off 
and cast it from thee—if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from 
thee.”—“Straight is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.” 

How, moreover, it may be asked, does this careful and disciplined life differ 
from that adopted by Saint Paul—wherein to hunger and thirst, and cold and 
nakedness, and tumults and stripes and imprisonments, he voluntarily added, 
“fastings often’? How is it at variance with the example he proposes to 
others, when he states so plainly his own practice, of keeping under his body 
and bringing it into subjection, lest that by any means when he had preached to 
others, he himself should be a castaway? 

It is true, my brethren, that there are great difficulties in this life, and greater 
now, perhaps, than ever before; but they who have sought manfully to en- 
counter them, assure us, that day by day they lose their power, and assume a 
less repulsive aspect; and at last win us to their embrace by their fitness, beauty 
and adaptation to such as would live godly in Jesus Christ. 

And surely, brethren, there are motives enough, motives overbearing in weight 
and influence over all difficulties, if we will but steadily heed them, to induce us 
to this self-discipline. Like the author of our text, we are appointed to preach 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and as in his case, when we have preached 
to others, we ourselves may be castaways. To save our own souls is ever a first 
duty; we are but required to love our neighbors as ourselves, to seek their 
salvation while we are striving for our own. Did, then, St. Paul, after his 
supernatural call, and ascent into the third heavens, and his exalted station in 
the Church, and his unparalleled labors, have cause to fear lest sin should 
separate between him and his Lord, and could nothing less secure him than this 
continued and watchful self-control? Then what need have not we to fear and 
tremble, and especially in a day of such peculiar temptations, lest we fall short 
of that measure of holiness which God requires of us, and perish through our 
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sin. Preaching to others cannot save us; it is only the most earnest seeking, 
and the most assiduous application of God’s grace to our own souls, that can 
avert their perdition. 

And then, again, as to those committed to our care, our families and our 
flocks,—how shall we be able to “frame and fashion them according to the 
doctrine of Christ,” save by such spiritual training and discipline as are requisite 
in our Own case, and in which we are bound to show ourselves wholesome 
examples and patterns to them? 

Under what peculiar trials is our lot now cast! What a time of trouble and 
blasphemy and rebuke, of worldliness and indifference to God, of pride and 
self-seeking and vanity, of contempt for all authority, and above all, of dis- 
regard of that sacred institution which the Almighty hath constituted as the one 
remedy for all these evils, and which He hath so touchingly denominated his 
Body and his Spouse! At such a time, what less can be expected of men in 
our condition, than that we approve ourselves as well-trained soldiers of Christ, 
used to habitual self-control, that we may wield with a calm and unsullied hand 
those mighty weapons God hath given us, and be capable at once of meeting the 
fightings that are without, and of silencing the fears that are within this Body 
of the Faithful. 

What, too, short of such moral discipline, can prepare us for the revelations 
of God,—I mean those inward revealings of His blessed will, which every true 
child of God so earnestly covets in times of deep perplexity and doubt. The 
good only are guided. “Them that are meek shall He guide in judgment, and 
such as are gentle, them shall He learn His way.” This is true at all times. 
To know the will of God, not only as to the great doctrines of His religion, 
but likewise as to what He will have us to do in seasons of darkness and doubt— 
when the clouds gather blackness over our dwelling, and the storm is ready to 
burst, and the foundations are sorely tried—to know, in such seasons, what is 
the will of God respecting us, we must be found in the way of the most humble 
and painstaking obedience. The good only are guided. In those secret moni- 
tions, overlooked or disregarded alike by the worldling and the careless Chris- 
tian, the true follower of the Lamb will see the foot-prints of his Divine 
Master, leading him on in the way wherein He would have him to go. 

And finally, brethren, this spiritual training will, I apprehend, be found to be 
the most effectual remedy for another of the sore trials of our day; I refer to 
the want of mutual sympathy and support among ministers and members of the 
same Spiritual Household, as well as want of unity in the Church at large. 
What strifes, and mistrusts, and alienations, and suspicions, are we now doomed 
to witness, arising chiefly from differences in doctrine, leading to differences 
on almost every other subject! 

The one mind and one heart of a better age seems entirely gone. We can 
hardly regard each other as members of the same spiritual family. The 
brotherly-love and confidence which once existed in the Christian Church seems 
now to us like a fable of the dark ages, we can scarcely believe that it ever 
had a being. 
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But let us, brethren, train ourselves more in the ways of godliness, use towards 
ourselves a severer discipline, aim more at that spiritual perfection of which we 
have been made capable, and we shall, insensibly, as we grow into the image of 
our Lord, grow into peace and harmony among ourselves. “Alike conscious of 
common difficulties, common doubts, common feelings, common weaknesses, 
common comforts, common sorrows, common joys, common appliances and 
aids,” we shall open our hearts and minds each to the other, see the good that 
is there, and only lament the evil. Our very doctrinal differences, great and 
absorbing now as they manifestly are, must melt and moulder under influences 
like these. 

Nor, brethren, shall we thus less powerfully promote that most blessed of all 
consummations—the unity of the Church at large. Who for that would not give 
his life, his very soul, his all? ‘That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us.” Blessed consummation! 
and what doth hinder? Your sins, brethren, and mine—the abounding of 
iniquity—the want of holiness in the many—the want of due earnestness in all. 

Let but Christian faith prevail, and be again what it once was, not a mere 
notion of the mind, but “an act of the conscience, and a temper of the heart,” 
ruling and regulating the entire life, swaying and governing the whole man, and 
the end is attained. We shall be all one again in Christ Jesus, and the world 
know that the Father hath sent the Son to be its Savior. . 

That there is some real though invisible connection, between the true Christian 
unity and this perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord, the great Apostle 
seems plainly to intimate, when at the close of his second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, he says—‘“‘Finally, brethren, farewell; be perfect, be of good com- 
fort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and peace shall be 
with you.” 

Shall we not all, from the very bottom of our hearts, respond—Amen! amen! 
amen! Even so, Lord Jesus, for so it seemeth good in thy sight. 

In conclusion, my reverend brethren of the Alumni, you will readily believe 
me, when I say with you what painful emotions I have entered upon such a 
theme, before such an audience. I freely confess that no fitness on my part, 
justifies me in speaking as I have done. It is rather what I see clearly with 
the mind’s eye, as adapted to the necessities of us all at this time, than any 
adequate realization through my own experience, that has prompted me thus to 
discourse. I would here gladly learn of others, and of many of you, my 
brethren, so much more advanced in grace and knowledge than your preacher. 
In the remarks made, I have but sought to introduce to your notice, a subject 
of paramount importance to us all—to fix upon it, if possible, the general 
attitude of our body—to commend it to your more private thoughts and prayers, 
and ask to be admitted here as a learner in the same school with yourselves. 

“Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy tender love towards mankind, 
hast sent thy Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, to take upon Him our flesh, and 
to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of 
His great humility; mercifully grant. that we may both follow the example 
of His patience, and also be made partakers of His resurrection; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
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V 


A SERMON PREACHED IN SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, NEW YORK 


CITY, SAINT LUKE’S DAY, 1851, IN BEHALF OF THE OBJECT 
THEN PROPOSED AND COMMENCED, VIZ: SAINT 
LUKE’S HOME FOR DESTITUTE CHRISTIAN 
FEMALES, BY THE RECTOR 


Only they would that we should remember the Poor: the same which I also was forward 
to do.—Gal. ii.10. 

Ever since the Lord of life took to himself a body like ours, there has been 
felt among all who are His, a deep reverence for man’s body. By His very 
incarnation, there henceforth dwelt in humanity, a fresh, an intenser feeling of 
sympathy for every form of human suffering. From Christ, as He stood 
among us, in our nature, there gushed from His feeling bosom towards the 
surrounding distress, a compassionateness which no weariness could lull, and 
which no toil and fatigue could blunt. Had His “mission” to earth been simply 
to assuage bodily ailments, the foundation then laid would have been built upon 
by every generation of mankind, in honor of the World’s Benefactor, the real 
lover of his kin. 

And yet, the fountain of health and alleviation which in His person was 
opened in Judea, and which sent 6dut streams of life and supplies,—leaving 
restoration and gratitude to mark His humble steps, as the green line of fresh 
grass stretching through the parched meadow betokens the under running of the 
fertilizing rill,—this fountain of Christ was never designed to dry up, on His 
visible departure. 

It was opened, indeed, miraculously, like the first trees of creation, with 
their fruit already ripened. But it was to continue living and operative, like 
nature’s after produce, by the operation of energetic means. Christ’s own bene- 
ficent healings,—His feeding the hungry,—His deep sympathy for the distressed 
and desolate, were but the first fruits of a gracious power, never intended to 
stop with His visible ministrations. 

And it did not stop there. For where did we say the living spring of kindness 
and mercy started? Was it not in and through that body which enfolded “the 
divine nature”? And does not scripture tell us that this body is Christ’s 
Church? So that in some true, though mysterious way, the Church—the 
blessed company of the redeemed—is the body of Christ,—an extension of His 
own nature. 

That, then, which characterized our Lord personally, must still characterize 
His body. True, mercy and love, and kindly act, and supplying hand, are no 
longer displayed in their first miraculous exercise; yet their fountain—Christ our 
life—is lodged here. And what first exhibited itself supernaturally, afterwards 
flows on ordinarily, as the stream quietly followed the Israelites, though its 
first gushings was from a rock smitten by the rod of Moses.* 


*Exodus, xvii: 6. 
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Thus through the Apostles in living connexion with Christ’s body, and then 
through those who on all sides have from age to age been joined on to the 
Apostolic fellowship, has Christ, the well-spring of alleviation for suffering 
humanity, been unfolding Himself; and now by us, as embodying His spirit, 
would He still reach forth the hand of charity to succor the woes and dis- 
tresses of all His kindred flesh. 

The nearer the fountain, the more, unquestionably, was its miraculous power 
displayed. Next, the disciples, almost like their Lord, were enabled to meet 
the calls of disease and want. Yet the more ordinary and settled workings of 
effective relief, was recognized at the beginning in the cheerful sacrifices of 
toil and money. Those of possessions freely shared them as every man had 
need.* Female devotion softened and brightened all around a departing Dorcas.+ 
The feeling heart of the once fierce Macedoniant beats with kindly pulsations 
towards the necessitous brethren of Judea. Not even the depths of Achaia’s|| 
poverty could quench their liberality to the poor saints at Jerusalem, who, for 
their faith in the Lord Jesus, were suffering every earthly loss. All seemed 
to realize, that as “Christ was in them the hope of glory,” they must put on 
Christ and wear His outward garb of mercy and good works. So treasured 
in all hearts was the remembrance of those words of the Lord Jesus, “how 
he said it was more blessed to give than receive,’§ that the saying scarcely 
needed a formal record in the holy Gospels. 

Thus Christ went on reproducing himself in spirit and self-denying charities 
and laborious sympathy. And his followers, throwing out the hidden life of 
their master in those rich deeds of true affection, soon made Christian charity 
so proverbial, that even in Tertullian’s time the world was forced to confess, 
“See how these Christians love one another.” 

Indeed, the heathen would have it that “Christians had some unknown char- 
acters imprinted on their bodies, and these characters had the virtue of inspir- 
ing them with love for one another.” Lucian, an early satirical writer against 
Christianity, does in fact but speak words of their praise, when he declares that 
the “Lawgiver of Christians makes them believe they are all brethren”; and, 
adds the satirist, “it is incredible what pains and diligence they exercise in every 
way to succor one another.” And Julian, the bitter apostate, knowing the folly 
of attacking religion with open violence, ordered the pagan priest to vie with, 
and even surpass, what he terms the charity of the superstitious Christians. 
“For it is a shame,” he adds, “that the impious Galileans should, in their 
abounding benevolence, not only provide for their own poor, but for ours also.” 

Thus did the Gospel, in all its ministrative love, become emphatically a Gospel 
for the poor. In the city of Alexandria alone, more than five hundred persons 
were kept for the pious office of attending on the sick. And when the number 
of captives perishing from hunger, had exhausted for their redemption the 


*Acts ii: 44. This community implied by no means a communion of possession, but merely 
of use. See Mosheim’s His. Commu. vol. i, p. 152. Murdock’s trans. 

fActs ix: 39. 

tRom. xv: 26. 

\|2 Corin. viii: 2. 

§Acts xx: 35. 
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alms of the Christians in Numidia, their large-soul Bishop declared, that in 
such a strait God did not require at the altar their precious vessels; and he 
caused the massive service to be melted down and paid out for the ransom of 
the prisoners.* 

Truly, our early brethren proved—as they called themselves—“Christopheri,” 
bearing Christ within them. They studded every land where they dwelt with 
pious foundations, hospitals, asylums. The Bishop of Constantinople says, 
consider among how many poor, among how many widows and orphans, this 
Church distributes the charity of one rich man. Three thousand pensioners 
were on its list. 

Thus was handed down to each successive rank in Christ, this lively comment 
on the doctrine of their Master. The pass-word of Christians, whether clergy 
or laity, seemed to be, “Remember the poor’; and yet the charge was appar- 
ently needless; for the response was promptly returned by the “faithful” 
sentinels: “The same I am also forward to do.” 

“Remember the Poor’—The Church’s trust.t The striking note of Chris- 
tianity. The pass-word of believers. The true mark for the Great Shepherd 
in knowing his own. Love’s binding cord of sympathy and fellowship. That 
which causes us to feel we are all one in Christ Jesus; which acknowledges 
we brought nothing into this world, and that we can carry nothing out; and 
that having food and raiment bids us be content. 

REMEMBER THE Poor. I cannot announce this legacy of Christ without 
trembling for myself, for you, for the Church in our day. It is a fearful 
subject for earnest contemplation! It is so awful, so appalling, so withering in 
its rebuke. I do not wonder all speedily turn from it, unless they are deeply 
thoughtful of the last-day-account of their stewardship. 

The poor of Christ,—those whom He once “washed and sanctified,’—thrust 
out from their brethren into damp cellars and cold garrets, so stiffened by the 
moist walls, or benumbed with cold, as to have scarce left faculties for spir- 
itual ejaculations, even had they hearts warmed by experienced kindnesses |! 
The poor of Christ—fastened down to their tedious, wearing toil; the feeble 
and decrepid and almost blind made a prey to the grinding, iron hand of 
covetousness,—trying with strained eye to point aright their unsteady needle, on 
the garment of a long day and midnight’s incessant stitch, in order to gain six, 
or eight, or by better favor ten pence, to provide a scanty morsel, and prevent 
being turned shelterless into the street.t 

THe Poor or CuHrist;—without substantial fellowship;—fearing that in 
sickness no soothing hand will minister to them;—that in death none devout 
will bear them to their burial; but that their bodies, though made temples 
of the Hoty Guost, and which Christianity bids us so sacredly to revere, may 
yet, like a thousand others, have scarcely enough of mother earth to cover 


*See in Saurin’s Discourse on Almsgiving, these and other instances of the spirit of charity 
among the early Christians. 

7“‘Then saith He to the disciple, ‘Behold thy mother!’” John xix: 27. 

It is only those constantly among the poor, who are at all aware how manifold are such 
instances. 
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them in her bosom for a month.* Oppressed with this fear, those who have 
saved a little are found driven to the expedients of voluntary associations ;— 
giving to these the time, the saved pence, and the warm sympathy and kind 
words, that ought all to be won and garnered up in Christ’s kingdom, and form 
a treasury of sympathy, and alms, and poor man’s blessing and prayers, and rich 
man’s abundance, for disbursement as every man has need. 

Oh, the poor in Christ! Our aged and infirm brethren; once well to do in 
life; once surrounded by rich friends, or sympathizing relatives, now out-lived, 
or no longer at hand. These honored servants of Christ—our brethren— 
homeless—fearful that some common receptacle for the vile and degraded and 
the impious, shall be the home of their lingering days; the bar to further 
religious privileges; their effectual removal from the sanctuary of their God, 
that one remaining spot on earth of their devout longings and solace! 


Brethren, this state of things is alarming. Yet it is an aspect of the present - 


state of the Church, which not to ponder on is madness. Both bodies and souls 
of Christ’s poor are neglected and dying. They have not homes either for 
their bodies or spirits. Few of the wealthy make provision for the destitute in 
the same Church with themselves, or elsewhere.t Seldom any parish puts a 
stop to renting pews, so long as there is a paying applicant for a seat. Instead 
of those with means making up the necessary support of the parish by their 
increased individual liberality, an assessment goes on till the building is pretty 
effectually emptied of all but the more able. 

This state of things cannot long continue. If the spirit is abroad and re- 
animating Christian breasts,—that spirit which made suffering and pain and 
sorrow sacred and holy,—it will thaw this ice about the heart; it will drive 
out these abominations from God’s house of prayer, and go on to reveal itself 
in those hospitals for the sick, poor, aged, and strangers; in increased church 
accommodations; in those homes for the outcast and desolate, which are the 
perpetual appendages of Christ’s living body. Through these expressive means 
is it, that Christ’s compassionateness ever seeks the ends of His mercy. They 
are the peculiar note of His Holy Catholic Church. 

I know the world here imitates. Benevolence is such a favorite mask, and 
one withal so lovely, so sure of winning, that all institutions setting themselves 
up as Christ’s kingdom, or its rival, show their lists of noble charities. Yet, 
it has been truly remarked, “they do but imitate the ministries of manifold 
charities through which the mystical body of Christ consoles meek, broken- 
hearted, and mourning spirits. At the out-set, sects are always distinguished 
by a great profession of sympathy with the spiritual and bodily sufferings of 
mankind. They found themselves on the alleged neglect or inability of the 
Church to minister to the contrite and the afflicted. Their strength lies in their 
popularity, in their moving affectionateness, and forward profession of dis- 
interested solicitude, and in stealing away the hearts of the people. But this 


*See a late Report in regard to some of the shocking interments of the poor, 
{How refreshing the exceptions where a Church is built by a rich individual, and chapels 
are provided by wealthy parishes. 
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lasts only for a time. The first zeal dies when the point is gained; labor and 
care grow slack, and self-denying charity cold and scant. * * * * How- 
soever long they may simulate the notes of the Church, adopt its language, and 
affect its charity, they sink by mere exhaustion at last.’* Yearning hearts are 
at last drawn away from them by strong vital attractions of fervent charity in 
the Church. 

And just as this her charity grows more and more fervent and spreading, 
shall we perceive the erring, the straying, and the bewildered, return to the fold 
of the true Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. 

This Christian love, brethren, is undeniably at work afresh in our generation. 
In the ordinary workings of grace, it is extending from the heart of Christian 
to Christian. Its holy influences are all abroad. I trust they reach here ;—that 
they are the moving spring of what shall be so humbly commenced to-day. 
Otherwise I should deem the undertaking presumptuous. I should deem it 
futile. “Except the Lord build the house their labor is but lost that build it.” 

But nothing is weak that issues from the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, 
and is watered with the dew of His heavenly grace and blessing. Hoping, 
trusting, that what we are about to undertake is the prompting of this blessed 
Spirit, it does not seem arrogant to propose our work, and quietly thus to make 
our beginning. 

Therefore, God willing—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in whom 
alone all that is strong, all that is holy, must be begun, continued and ended— 
we make this commencement of Saint Luke’s Home for Destitute and Aged 
Christians. 

I feel that this announcement will accord with all the emotions of your souls. 
If it only could be, you would regard it as something most devoutly to be 
desired. But if tt ought to be, then I suppose it can be. It is not of course a 
work of ease, or the work of a day or year, for its full accomplishment. How 
soon, or whether speedily, it may approach to consummation, is to be left with 
patience to God’s blessing on faithful endeavors. 

The apparent feebleness of any beginning is not fatal to its final success. In 
standing on a level of limited meadow-land, embosomed high up among the 
peaks of the noble Catskill, may be seen here and there slight marshy pools— 
little sheets of still water round about with their glassy faces, and running off 
in quiet trickling streams. But what becomes of the rivulets, whether they 
soon dry up, lost by absorption and evaporation, or whether they combine at 
length, inviting into their channel the tributary rills and mountain torrents, till 
the force of these accessions have scooped out a channel sufficiently deep, and 
a bosom broad enough to form one of the important rivers of the country, 
would be utterly uncertain to one who did not know that he was standing at 
the head of the Delaware. And we who cannot look into the stream of time 
beyond our present stand-point, can little fathom the issue of our undertaking. 

But in this, beloved, we should all agree, that if after many years we were to 
realize a permanent Home for as many as twenty, or even ten, of the weary and 


*This was the noble and well deserved testimony borne by Manning to the Church of his first 
love, and which had sustained and nourished him to his rare spiritual attainments. 
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perplexed and destitute in their Christian pilgrimage; if we can have secured a 
place of resort to these our unfortunate, our sorely tried, our reduced fellow- 
heirs of life, we shall have engaged in a work most pleasing to Christ, and 
which, for His alone merits, He will kindly accept at the last day. 

And why may it not be accomplished? Is there not continued to us, and now 
again at work, that primitive spirit—the spirit of Christ—the spirit which 
clothes itself in works of mercy, in deeds of charity? 

Surely not for centuries past have so many noble monuments been raised in 
honor of our blessed Lord, as within the last twenty-lve years. Zion is again 
putting on her beautiful garments. On all sides go up her walls of salvation. 
Re-opening are her gates of praise. Once more is yearning love embracing 
the poor and outcast, and charity is protecting under her kindly folds the needy 
and the delicate from the cold blasts of adversity. The clearest evidence that 
the revived work is of God, is witnessed to in the growing responsibility for 
the bodies no less than at the same time and place for the souls of men. Chris- 
tians are again seeing Christ in his poor. They are entering afresh into the 
deep import of those words, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” And hearts will grow 
yet more tender and enlarged. Nobler gifts will come, and with greater fre- 
quency. Godlike sacrifices will open the way for ampler appropriations for 
Christian purposes. The first drops of the fertilizing rain are already falling. 
Believers are beginning to shrink from consuming upon themselves and their 
families for their own enjoyment, all their richest gifts and expenditures. And 
when dying, it is seen they have not forgotten the exhortation enjoined in the 
visitation of the sick,* “that they should be liberal to the poor.” In England 
and America are the hearts and hands of private wealth and individual means 
nobly unlocking for the outflowing of most gracious almsdeeds. Some of our 
institutions+ most vital to the Church’s prosperity, have just been munificently 
succored with most timely bequests. 

It is from such sources I meekly trust will come supplies to the charitable 
work of this day’s commencement. There are many, whose connexion with 
Saint Luke’s at one time and another, will lead them to make some provision 
for an object of this nature. There always are those connected with various 
parishes who are glad to be pointed to such a permanent opportunity of effecting 
the greatest good. There are always more or less of those who, without 
families, without dependent relations, need but to know there is such an 
Institution, to decide them to leave the whole, or a portion of their means, to 
be invested in so certain a way of blessing the afflicted and consoling the lonely 
destitute. There are those who by their own trials will be glad to leave even 
of their little to alleviate the lot of others so much more homeless and dependent 
than themselves. And when duty and authority admonish to make his will, who 
will fail to place something where it shall perpetuate a work still doing after 
his death the fervent desires of his heart. This is one class of expected aid. 


*See Rubric in the Office for the Visitation of the Sick, immediately following the Creed. 
+The Khone legacies to the General Theological Seminary, of $90,000, and $20,000 to the 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
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But it is, it ought to be, from the living, we principally look for succor. And 
as it is not a mere ordinary work, so it must expect alms beyond those for the 
ordinary and general offerings for the poor. 

God’s ancient Church in Jewry, the Church of Christ for centuries, and more 
or less of her members in every age, well knew the nature of thank-offerings. 
These are spontaneous expressions of signal mercies. When sickness and disease 
have been warded off; when epidemices and pestilences have left us unharmed; 
when God has raised us up from threatening illness ; when dangers and exposures 
have been escaped; when marked losses have been avoided; when happy deaths 
of our friends have been granted, and safe deliverances in great perils of body, 
or mind, or spirit; when bequests or legacies are enjoyed; in any or all of 
such occasions, the heart, touched with Christian love, has ever desired to give 
some substantial token of its gratitude. To this source, from month to montii, 
in addition to the usual offerings, may this charitable foundation look for 
specific appropriations, marked for its merciful use. 

And, then, there are always those full of good works and labor of love, to 
whom it would be sweet to make known such an object of charity, and whose 
appeals would be responded to by many sympathizing hearts, and many an 
open purse. I do not know who would pass it by with an indifferent breast. 
I cannot think one Christian would look coldly upon it. 

But it is too unspeakable a mercy to be allowed to life even a finger in God’s 
service, and mingle one wishful entreaty in that ever-rising incense-cloud of 
Christ’s intercession, to think of putting our hand to this holy work, and 
placing the first dollar on God’s altar* for an acceptable oblation, without be- 
thinking us of our own inherent unfitness and impotency, or without renewing 
our dedication to Christ, in deep penitence and unreserved purposes of amend- 
ment. Oh, how sanctified ought we to be to do work in God’s holy Church— 
especially to work where we must be called continually to “hoping against hope.” 

Therefore, on this altar of God, let us anew lay our whole hearts, as the 
chiefest, richest gift of His request. Then let us offer our souls and bodies as 
a living sacrifice in His service. Thus may our alms and oblations and prayers 
come up as an acceptable memorial before God. 

If we have heretofore lived to ourselves, let us now resolve to live to Him 
that died for us. If we have been appropriating the good things to our present 
life-time, let us turn with a more feeling spirit to Lazarus, with scant clothing, 
scant food, and shelterless. Let us strive with less weariness, less fainting, to 
do the work of saints. 

We can work but a little longer. Soon, even now with many, the shadows 
of the evening stretch out. The friends to receive us into everlasting habita- 
tions must be soon made. Noble purposes will speedily dissipate, if not clothed 
with the deeds designed. A few times more only will Christ pass you and 
meet you in His poor, and your opportunity is sealed. May God fill us with 
the fullness of holy charity, through Jesus Christ, man’s loving and abiding 
Friend. 


*The undertaking was solemnized by the Holy Communion. 
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VI 


PROCEEDINGS AT THE INSTALLATION OF THE REVEREND 
JOHN MURRAY FORBES, D.D., AS DEAN OF THE GENERAL 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, AT THE CHURCH OF THE 
TRANSFIGURATION, ON THE FEAST OF SAINT 
MATTHIAS, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1870 


Si quid novisti rectius istis, 
Candidus imperti; si non, his utere mecum. 
Hor. Epist. Lib. I. 6. 
~ 3 ‘ ~ 
Moovetv cig TO CMMQOVEtV. 
Rom. 12:3. 


Reverend Father in God, Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees, Brethren of the 
Faculty, and Students of the General Theological Semmary: 


You will understand me when I say, that I find myself to-day in an unlooked 
for position. For a period of more than five and twenty years, as I am told, 
the necessity of having a permanent head to this Institution has been under 
consideration and discussion, and only lately determined. When, at a subsequent 
time, the election held to fill this newly created office resulted in the choice of 
him who now addresses you, it surprised no one more than himself. But the 
number and character of those who participated in the act, the unanimity of 
the Bishops of the Church who were present, and the very general concurrence 
of the other members of the Board, both clerical and lay, seemed to lay upon 
me an imperative obligation; the office was at once accepted, and its duties 
almost immediately entered upon. And now to-day, after only a brief acquaint- 
ance with my duties, I find myself standing before you to reply publicly to the 
kind, generous and manly words with which you, Reverend Father in God, and 
my Reverend Brethren who have just spoken, have, in behalf of the Board of 
Trustees and of the Faculty, welcomed me to my office. 

When we reflect upon the nature of the subjects which rise almost immedi- 
ately to view, in connection with an occasion like the present, their gravity, their 
difficulty, their vast interest, not only to ourselves, but to the whole Church, 
and to the world at large; and add to this the peculiarity of the times in which 
we live, how unsettled and uncertain they are—he must be a wise man indeed 
who can hope that any utterances he may make would find a general acceptance. 
Under other circumstances, perhaps, the thought might be entertained, but not 
now. I have chosen for myself, therefore, the humbler and simpler task, without 
looking to the right hand or to the left, of giving expression merely to those 
honest convictions, Which years now by no means few, no little thought and 
study, as well as trials that will hardly bear to be named, have forced upon me, 
and which, from such circumstances, though ‘carrying in themselves no weight — 
of authority, might seem to be entitled to at least a fair consideration. Whilst, 
then, I might reasonably ask your indulgence for the imperfect way in which 
I have been compelled to throw together the thoughts I now present to you, I 
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wish it to be understood that I claim no such indulgence for the thoughts them- 
selves ; they are the deliberate, well-weighed and solemn convictions of my mind. 

I risk nothing in saying that we have fallen upon troublesome times. The 
state of men’s minds everywhere is disturbed, the old foundations seem shaken, 
and there is a tendency manifested to re-examine all questions, whether of 
morality or religion, in what is deemed the light of the present century. They — 
are literally times of confusion; of doubt, difficulty, apprehension; and a general 
feeling has ensued that a crisis of some kind is at hand—what, we cannot tell. 
The great, but falsely called, Ecumenical Council, now assembled at Rome— 
the first that for the last three hundred years has assumed to itself that title— 
with the varying reports that come to us, from those professing to be well 
informed as to what this Council will do and what it will not do—the proposed 
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance to be held in this country within the present 
year, and the hopes it has inspired, in some quarters, of great and abiding re- 
sults—the disestablishment by the English law of the old hereditary Church of 
Ireland—the already talked of, and even now, by some of her most devoted sons, 
earnestly desired, separation of Church and State in England—as well as 
tendencies of the most opposite kind, which are showing themselves in our own 
land and Church, though not as yet to any great or alarming extent—all prove 
to us the anxieties of men’s minds on the most vital questions, and how great 
are felt to be the uncertainties of thé future. 

Nor is it only from the condition of the great religious bodies in this and 
other lands that doubts and misgivings are spread abroad, but much more from 
foes that are without—foes that have no proper standing-place in God’s Church, 
or among His people, but who are seeking to invade its domain, to batter down 
its entrenchments, atid lay low its walls in the dust. I refer to the Rationalism, 
the Materialism and the Infidelity of the day. 

The most dangerous of these is the Rationalistic spirit, for it is infidelity in 
disguise. Claiming that reason has the ultimate authority and right of decision 
in matters of faith and morals, and that mankind, led by their reason, and by 
the unassisted powers of their mind, may come to a true knowledge of divine 
and supernatural things, it has rendered unnecessary a supernatural revelation; 
the Word of God and the Church of God are treated as mere playthings in its 
hands. It is gratifying to be able to remark, as among the encouraging signs 
of the day, that in that country in which this Rationalistic spirit first manifest 
itself, where it most widely prevailed, and has been most deeply felt in its 
effects, a better spirit has more recently arisen, and amongst the most eminent 
scholars and divines a return to a more orthodox faith and a sounder theology 
succeeded. 

The danger, however, from this source has not yet even there wholly passed 
away; it is not yet extinct in the land that gave it birth; and crossing the Rhine 
into France and the Netherlands, has invaded England, and now threatens the 
domain of Anglo-Saxon Theology. More than forty years ago the ripe scholar 
and sound divine, the late James Hugh Rose, the friend of our own lamented 
Hobart, and thé early companion of that extraordinary, subtile and versatile 
man, John Henry Newman—whose understanding, it is said, was steadied by 
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the clear judgment of Rose whilst he lived—delivered before the University of 
Cambridge a series of discourses, the object of which was to warn his country- 
men of the evils of Rationalism, by opening up to them the sad state to which 
it had reduced the land of Luther. 

The warning was unheeded, and now we witness the results in the publication 
of that mischievous book, the “Essays and Reviews,” and the election of one of 
its principal writers—and that by one whom of all men we should least have 
suspected of it—to the Bench of Bishops in the English Church. “In all serious- 
ness,” remarks the Westminster Review—in its celebrated summary of the 
volume called “Essays and Reviews”—“In all seriousness we would ask, What 
is the practical issue of all this? In their ordinary, if not plain sense, there 
have been discarded the Word of God, the Creation, the Fall, the Redemption; 
Justification, Regeneration, and Salvation; Miracles, Inspiration, Prophecy; 
Heaven and Hell; Eternal Punishment, and a Day of Judgment; Creeds, Litur- 
gies and Articles; the Truth of Jewish History and of Gospel narrative, a sense 
of doubt thrown over even the Incarnation, the Resurrection, and Ascension, 
the Divinity of the Second Person. Surely it is a waste of time to argue that 
it is agreeable to Scripture, and not contrary to the Canons.” This then is one 
of the great foes we have to encounter, and we must not underrate its strength. 
Meet it where we may, in the Church or out of the Church, it must be opposed 
with our whole might, and with every weapon that the Almighty has placed 
in our hands. 

One of its most subtle devices has been the attempt to array science against 
religion, as if these, when real and coming from the same divine source, could — 
by possibility be antagonistic. Show me science that is true, and not merely 
inferential from admitted truth, and revelation that is undisputed, both as to 
its matter and interpretation, and I will show you a harmony as complete as 
even God can make it. 

It is hardly necessary for me to say that, in the remarks I now make, I 
mean nothing in disparagement of the right use of reason: a faculty which 
God has given us for the highest and noblest ends, and by the proper exercise 
of which many have been brought to accept the most sacred truths. Indeed 
reason, when pure always coincides with revelation, and it is only because in 
us it is never pure, but always affected by the corruption of our nature, that 
we have cause to mistrust it as our guide in spiritual things, and most of all not 
to accept it as the supreme arbiter of right in either faith or morals. 

But a more imminent danger than this Rationalism is the Materialism of the 
age. This opposes revelation not so much by speculation as by practice; at 
least the acts come first and the theory follows after. I speak here, of course, 
not so much of that materialism that denies the existence of Spiritual sub- 
Stances, as of that which gives undue importance to material interests, of is 
devoted to the material nature and its wants. The visible, the sensible, the 
tangible, that it says is the real good: the speculative, the theoretical, the 
spiritual is but a shadow. Let us grasp the present and leave to the future the 
problematical and uncertain. Never was there an age, never was there a land, 
where this Antichrist so openly opposed itself to God, as that in which we now 
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live. Material interests bear predominant sway. Wealth and the worship of 
wealth, is the god and the idolatry at the time. Give us wealth, men say, and 
we will give you anything in exchange; show us the man who has successfully 
amassed it—we ask not by what means—and we are ready to enthrone him. 
This is only another form of infidelity—open, practical ungodliness,—and it 
needs to be met by as bold and fearless assaults as those which Saint Paul 
directed against the carnal-mindedness of the Jew or the false philosophy of the 
Gentile of his day. 

And now how shall we meet these difficulties of the times? What force 
have we to encounter them—this free thought, this attempt to unseat God from 
His throne and to substitute the creature for the Creator? 

There are those who think the Church of God is a failure; that its power 
is broken, its strength gone, and that it will never be able to regain its influence 
over the minds of men. But there could not be a greater delusion. Never was 
there a time when the minds of thoughtful men were more deeply imbued 
with religious ideas, nor a time when earnest men more firmly held the great 
and fundamental verities of the Christian faith. Could the various religious 
bodies of Christendom combine they would conquer the world; its rationalism 
would disappear, its materialism be scorned; God would again appear on earth 
in all His majesty and beauty. But alas! no such combination can take place, 
at least not by any artificial means nor by any human device; no associations 
of men, no schemes to reconcile differences can effect it. There are diversities 
of belief that cannot be reconciled, and men should not be willing to sacrifice 
principle for either unity or progress. What then is to be done? It is enough 
for us to look to ourselves; we cannot assume to direct others. Where then 
do we find ourselves, and where is our path of duty? 

On the one side of us are those various bodies of Christian people commonly 
known as the different Protestant denominations. These, for the most part, 
hold the essential truths of Christianity. Their symbolism, like ours, is the 
Apostles’ Creed. The supreme Divinity of Jesus Christ, His sacrifice upon 
the Cross as the only offering that can be made for sin, His merits and righteous- 
ness as the only ground of our acceptance with God, and as connected with 
these, and as growing out of these, the necessity of holiness, inwrought in the 
soul by the power of the Holy Ghost, and only recognized as manifested in 
the life, are truths held by them with equal tenacity as by ourselves, and of as 
unequalled importance. Hence we see them full of zeal for God, active in 
every good work, religiously educating their young, covering this mighty con- 
tinent with edifices for the worship of God, seeking the heathen in his distant 
home, striving to secure a devout observance of the Lord’s day, spreading, 
almost with a reckless hand, the sacred Scriptures, that every man may at least 
have the opportunity of reading the Master’s message in the Master’s own 
words. All this and more, much more, might be said of them as communities, 
whilst as to the eminent piety of individuals among them, none can question it; 
one of any communion might well ask of God to be permitted to sit at the feet 
of such in the kingdom of heaven. But still we cannot co-operate with them 
in their work, blessed as that work is, and owned of heaven. I say, owned of 
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heaven, for where, and in whatsoever degree, the fruits of the Spirit are, there 
is the Spirit of God. They have their line of duty, and we have ours. If, as 
we conscientiously believe, God’s own Son became incarnate on earth that He 
might draw all men unto Him, and bind them in a holy fellowship one to 
another, and for this end constituted a Church and ministry, with assigned 
powers and duties, then is it incumbent upon us to adhere to that institution as 
He gave it, to accept that ministry and none other. 

That there were those who, some three hundred years ago, impelled by a hard 
necessity, formed an organization distinct from this, is true, and to be lamented; 
though there are few among ourselves who, had they lived in those days, would 
not have acted as they did; for their choice lay between corruption and tyranny 
on the one hand, and on the other a purer gospel without apostolic order. The 
necessity for this separation has indeed long since passed away, but the preju- 
dices it induced, the habits and associations it has formed, are not easily changed 
—and we have no right to judge them—we have no right, by any act of ours, 


further to estrange them; on the contrary, our duty is to do all which Christian — 


charity can suggest to win them back to our embrace. 

On the other side of us stands the mighty Church of Rome, mighty in her 
antiquity, mighty in her wide-spread dominion, mighty in her compact system 
and enforced unity. Time was when she might well be called, if not the 
mother, the mistress of all churches; for co-extensive with the sway of the 
Roman Empire became her power; all nations and languages were compelled 
to do her homage. And great services has she rendered to our common Chris- 
tianity—by preserving the ancient Creeds, handing down a divinely constituted 
ministry, nourishing in her bosom some of the devoutest souls that have breathed 
their aspirations to heaven, having always a care for the poor; not only often 
standing between them and their oppressors, but opening up a way for them, 
even from the lowest depths of humanity, to rise and sit among the Princes of 
the earth. Great merits these and worthy of remembrance! but combined with 
them are some of the gravest evils that can afflict humanity; an insatiate lust 
of power, an arrogant claim to universal dominion, a scorn and mockery of the 
pretensions of all other bodies to the very name of Christian. And to sustain 
her claims she has used fraud, where fraud only could avail, and violence, 
where nothing but violence could attain her end. Assuming herself temporal as 
well as spiritual power, the limits of which have never clearly been defined, 
whenever the recognition of one has hung trembling in the balance, she has 
cast the other, like the sword of Brennus, into the scale to weigh it down. 
Her chief Bishop has virtually made himself the sole channel of divine grace 


to the whole human family; for if, according to her theory, the grace of God 


flows down to man through the sacraments of the Church, and these sacraments 
can be only rightly administered by her priests, and these priests are only 
properly appointed by her Bishops, and her Bishops receive their authority from 
God solely through the Bishop of Rome, then, I say, it follows that all saving 
grace, all peace, all hope to fallen man, are derived exclusively through the 
Bishop of Rome. How astounding the pretence! how enormous the claim! 
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But the most serious charge we have to bring against this body is the way 
in which she treats her own children. She demands of them a blind obedience, 
a slavish submission. This with her is the one great virtue. If you possess this, 
anything will be forgiven you; if you fail in this, not angelic virtues will save 
you. And this rule prevails in her monasteries alike and convents, among 
her priesthood, in her Councils, everywhere. The more perfectly you would 
become her dutiful child, the more thoroughly you must unman yourself ; reason, 
conscience, will, judgment, all must submit; the holiest affections must be 
sacrificed, the most sacred ties be disregarded—and all for what?—to become 
a perfect Christian after the model of Rome! 

With Rome, then, as she is, any co-operation on our part is now impracticable ; 
to seek for union with her by any sacrifice of principle were madness, to make 
her our model, in ways of worship, simple folly. Looking at her history, past 
and present, and her story as it will be told in the future, I am bold to declare, 
that I think there is more ground for regarding her now as the Babylon of the 
Apocalypse, than as what she claims to be, “the Mother and Mistress of all 
Churches.” The good that is in her, combined with the bad that seems insepar- 
able from her system, constitutes that “mystery” that is written on her forehead. 

It may seem to some a want of charity thus to speak of a Church so ancient, 
so widespread, and once so faithful to the truth. But when I call to mind how 
many of her best theologians, how many of her Bishops, and even some of her 
canonized saints, like Saint Bernard and Saint Bonaventura, have thus spoken 
of her—the one declaring that “Antichrist sat in the chair of Peter,” and the 
other that Rome was “the harlot that made kings and nations drunk with the 
wine of her whoredoms”—and when to this I add that not only our own Re- 
formers, Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley, but the Jewells, the Hookers, the An- 
drewes, the Bulls, all use the “same language,” I feel that, in expressing this 
opinion, I cannot fairly be charged either with ignorance of facts or a want of 
charity. 

For those who may be disposed to seek for union or communion with her, it 
may be well to recall the language of that learned scholar, the present Bishop 
of Lincoln: “Unity in error,” says he, “is not true unity, but is rather to be 
called a conspiracy against the God of unity and truth. Doubtless there is a 
unity, when everything in nature is wrapped in the gloom of night, and bound 
with chains of sleep. Doubtless there is a unity, when the earth is congealed 
by frost, and mantled in a robe of snow. Doubtless there is a unity, when the 
human voice is still, the hand motionless, the breath suspended, the human frame 
is locked in the iron grasp of death. And doubtless there is a unity, when men 
surrender their reason, and sacrifice their liberty, and stifle their conscience, 
and seal up Scripture, and deliver themselves captive, bound hand and foot, to 
the dominion of the Church of Rome. But this is not the unity of vigilance 
and light; it is the unity of sleep and gloom. | It is not the unity of warmth and 
life; it is the unity of cold and death. It is not true unity, for it is not unity 
in truth.” 

How then, the question recurs, amidst these difficulties of the times, these 
troubles within, these foes without, these mingled elements of good and bad, 
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claiming our sympathy, if Mot requiring our conformity, how are we to bear 
ourselves? What is our duty, and how are we to perform it? I answer, “Thus 
saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and seek and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest to your souls.” Here 
is our true position, our safety, our usefulness and our peace. 

If, at a time, when men were taught, as in the days of the prophet Jeremiah, 
to look for a new revelation, to live in the habitual expectation of the advent 
of God’s own Son, more fully and more plainly to instruct them, such a com- 
mand was given, how much more incumbent must it be upon us who look for 
no fuller or clearer manifestation of His will whilst time shall last, to look 
backwards for guidance and instruction, to ask for “the old paths,” as embracing 
“the good way,” and to walk therein? 

If religion were anything else but just what it is; if it were a matter sus- 
ceptible of improvement at the hand of man; if it were but a germ of truth 
given us to develop with time and circumstance, then were there many things, 
forbidden to us now, that might be legitimately and profitably discussed. But 
being like a stream that flows freest and fullest at the fountain head, and that 
cannot rise higher than its source, we must be content to accept it just as 
God has given it, and hand it down as we have received it. 

Now amongst the veriest truths of this religion, one that lies most patent on 
the surface of the Scriptures, one that has been most generally received, every- 
where, in all ages, by Christian people, one that has been found fraught with 
the highest blessings to man, is the fact that God has established a Church 
upon earth, and that this Church is, in one of its most important aspects, a 
visible body. Defined in Scripture to be the “Body of Christ,” the Body of 
which God’s own Son is the head, the Holy Spirit the vitalizing power, the 
word of God its law of life, the ministry its accredited agents, the sacraments 
duly received the surest means of grace, it is an institution for all time, all 
peoples, all circumstances. In it are to be found “the old paths,” “the good 
way,” for it is “the pillar and ground of the truth,” “the light of the world,” 
“the salt of the earth,” “a city set upon a hill, that cannot be hid.” The world 
cannot afford to do without it; indeed, the world was made for it, and it will 
live and last till time itself shall be no more. As man did not make, so man 
cannot unmake it. As man had no part in its formation, save as the agent of 
God, so man cannot of himself change or modify one jot or tittle of what He 
has established. Let him attempt, if he will, to change the course of the stars, 
the tides of the deep, the currents of the air, but let him not attempt to change, 
modify or subvert the institution of God. Standing, it may stand entire, or 
falling, with it must fall the truth, the power, with reverence be it spoken, the 
throne of the Eternal; even as Christ has said, “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but My words shall not pass away.” 

Now this inheritance is ours, and it is one we hold in trust from God; one, 
therefore, that we may not lightly regard, nor assume to ourselves to say, when 
it is necessary, and when it may be dispensed with. For we know not fully 
God’s plans, nor can we foresee the remote results that may follow our faith- 
fulness or infidelity in this matter. 
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But whilst this inheritance belongs to us, it does not belong to us alone. Not 
only do we hold it in common with the great mass of those who profess and 
call themselves Christians, but as we rejoice to think, multitudes are embraced 
within that ample fold who perhaps have hardly ever heard its name. For the 
Church of Christ, like a human person, consists of a body and soul, and multi- 
tudes may belong to the soul who have no visible connection with the body. 
Circumstances over which they have no control, early education, long cherished 
habits, present association, may shut out from the view the proper Church of 
Christ, draw a veil over the sight that they cannot perceive it, even when duly 
presented, and thus keep them at a distance from their true and legitimate 
parent. But burst those barriers, draw aside the veil—and one day this will 
be done—and they will fly, like lost children to the fondest of mothers, and 
once in her embrace, not worlds would ever separate them again. 

But whilst we speak thus, and think thus in charity, our duty is still the 
same, to adhere firmly to the ancient Church of God, and especially to that 
portion of it in which His providence has placed us. She is worthy of all our 
confidence. You know that, from the days of the Apostles, she has had a 
continuous existence, and in that a never ceasing vitality. You know, also, that 
whatever the heart desiderates, whatever the intellect demands, whatever the 
imagination may rightfully claim, she adequately supplies. Our whole human- 
ity, with all its faculties and powers, has scope and play within her limits, and 
finds its needs met’and answered. 

Acknowledging her liability to error, whether in matters of faith, or living, 
or manner of ceremonies, like the churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch, she is yet as free from imperfection as any part of God’s Church at 
any time in the past, or as any portion of it is likely to be in the future. The 
consummate wisdom, the singular moderation, the almost superhuman fore- 
sight, with which she conducted her reformation, are being made more and 
more manifest every day, as a fuller and more accurate knowledge of those 
times is being opened to us. That she should, at a period when her life was 
almost stifled by the tyranny and corruptions that oppressed her, have given 
us a system of doctrine and practice like that contained in her Book of Common 
Prayer, is one of the wonders of the world. In its Liturgy and Offices, it is 
the best embodiment of Catholic truth extant, whilst its Articles, as protests 
against dangerous error, are as necessary now as ever. Few enlightened 
Protestants have failed to appreciate this book; whilst more than one of the 
Popes of Rome, it is affirmed, and seemingly with good reason, offered to give 
it sanction, if the Church of England would return to the Roman obedience. 

No safer guide, then, can be followed. Her system is that of the early 


Catholic Church; her teaching, so far as it goes, that of the Fathers of the ° 


first four centuries. The ancient creeds she holds in common with them, and 
in the same sense in which they hold them, as her fundamental faith. Beyond 
these she leaves a wide latitude of opinion; one that we should never desire to 
see impaired, for it is one of her happiest peculiarities; a peculiarity that, while 
it eminently fits her for usefulness in this age and this land, may yet, in the 
good providence of God, make her the tie that shall bind in the one fold those 
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on the right hand and on the left—however widely now they may seem sepa- 
rated. The care which she has taken to express herself on matters of less 


vital moment—in some instances her very ambiguity of language—indicates her 
wisdom. For she designed the men of different minds and varying sentiments, 


on points not touching the essential faith, or where the Scriptures and the 
early Church were silent, or not conclusive, should find a resting place in her 
bosom. On the broad platform which she presents, the High Churchman and | 
the Low Churchman, the Broad Churchman (if he be represented by men like 
Dr. Arnold and Dean Stanley), the Ritualist (if he will confine himself within | 
her limits, and not seek covertly to change her doctrines and her usages), may 
stand, and feel himself at home. 


As to their differences of sentiment and practice, they are unavoidable in a_ 


system so catholic as hers, and in reality add strength, not weakness, to her 
position. For all aim at the same end, and essentially by the same means, and 
it would be difficult to say what element, as represented by any considerable 
portion of her children, could well be spared. Certainly not that which presents 
the conservative and sacramental character of the Church, giving great prom- 
inence in its teaching to the Incarnation of God’s Son; nor that which so truly 
and so well exhibits the freeness and the fullness of God’s love to man, as 
manifested in the all-sufficient sacrifice of the Cross, and the tender feelings 
of piety it inspires; nor yet that which, led by its own intellectual needs, claims 
the right for men to speculate reverently on the different modes in which cer- 
tain admitted divine truths may be held; not finally, that which would seek, by 
an attention to outward ceremonies, to induce a more reverent and effective — 
worship, as emblematic and preservative of what is highest and best in the 
teaching of the Church. Surely all deserve the utmost consideration, as tending ~ 
to subserve one common end, and all that the Church requires of them is that, 
in accordance with the apothegm of the chiefest of the Fathers, in essentials 
unity should be secured, in doubtful matters liberty should be allowed, and in 
all things charity be observed: “In necessariis unitas, in dubiis libertas, in 
omnibus charitas.” 

The sum, then, of all I would say is this, that in these days of confusion, 
and indeed all days, our safety lies, not in seeking new lights, but in following 
the old paths—that these are to be found only in the Church of God, of which 
our Church, at the present day, is a true and legitimate descendant, and that, 
in her Book of Common Prayer, we have not only the compendium of her 
own faith and practice, but also a true exposition of the faith and practice of 
God’s Church in ler earliest and purest days—that to this Church and her — 
teachings, therefore, we are bound under all circumstances to adhere; claiming 
only for ourselves individually the right we accord to others, viz.: the right 
of private judgment in all matters in which God and His Church have left 
us free: . 

“Hanc veniam petimus dabimusque vicissim.” 


Now it is the object of our General Theological Seminary to carry out this | 
general design; in other words, to teach and train men for such work in the 
ministry of the Church. It is, as its name imports, an institution for the whole 
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Church. All the Bishops of the Church are its Trustees, and each with a 
visitorial power, and conjoined with this, in their charge and responsibility, 
nearly three hundred clergymen and laymen, chosen from every part of the 
country. It was designed to be, what one of its earliest and most ardent friends, 
the late Bishop Hobart, styled it, “The Great National Institution of the Church,” 
and as such, in his opinion, “pre-eminently entitled to whatever unsolicited 
patronage the friends of that Church may be disposed to bestow.” It would 
seem to have been the original plan to make it the only Institution of the Church 
for the education of her clergy. For, to quote once more the language of that 
sagacious Prelate: “The constitution of the Seminary makes provision for the 
establishment, in due time, of branch schools under its superintending control, 
in those parts of the Union where the exigencies of the Church may demand 
this arrangement; and thus obviously renders unnecessary and inexpedient the 
organization of independent Diocesan institutions. The power to establish 
these branch schools is vested, not in any individual Bishop, or Diocesan Con- 
vention, but more properly in the General Convention, or in the Board of 
Trustees of the Seminary; and an attempt to depart from this wise arrange- 
ment, on the part of any particular Bishop or Diocese, would tend to subvert 
the order and unity of the Church, and ought obviously to be discountenanced 
by all its friends.” 

In an institution, then, planned with such views, there can properly be nothing 
narrow or constrained. Her platform must be as broad as that of the Church 
itself. Whatever liberty the Church allows, she must allow; and every man, 
of whatever name, that finds his standing place in the Church, must find it 
here also. Her theology must indeed unalterably be that of the Reformed 
Catholic Church, and her usages such alone as that body has approved; but 
when these are secured, there is still a wide liberty with which Christ and His 
Church have left us free. 

For nearly half a century, so constituted, the Seminary has kept her place 
in the land, and though other institutions of Diocesan character have sprung 
up around her, and doubtless done good work for the Church, yet have they, 
none of them, rivalled her in the largeness and thoroughness of the education 
she gives, nor has any one of them been able to send forth, continuously and 
through so many years, such a noble band of true and faithful sons. 

When I recall my own days there, which I never think of but with gratitude 
for the benefits received—the days of the wise, energetic and magnanimous 
Bishop Hobart, of that sound theologian and hard-working and charitable man, 
then Dr. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, of the gentle and learned Dr. Turner, of 
the careful and judicious and single-minded Dr. Wilson, whose special faculty 
it seemed to be to teach men to think, and of that fine combination of the 
scholar and the gentleman, Dr. Clement C. Moore—I cannot but feel that he 
must have been but an unapt scholar that, after a three years’ residence within 
its walls, should not have carried away with him much of good, that would 
serve him in after life, from their teaching and example. 

These all, as you know, have now passed away, and their places are filled 
with others, mostly their old pupils; and, last of all, I come to be their asso- 











538 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


ciate and to do what in me lies, to sustain, and, if it may be, extend the good 
name of our Alma Mater; and whatever of time or talent, whatever of knowl- 
edge or experience, whatever of means or opportunity God has given me, are 
freely placed at her disposal. 

As to the duties and responsibilities of my office, I am, I trust, sufficiently 
alive to their importance, and can well understand how almost any one, in these 
days, might feel diffidence in assuming them. I foresee in them much that 
will be delicate and difficult, and sometimes even painful; but I foresee also a 
field of usefulness that is worth the sacrifice, and in which something tells me, 
I shall not, by the blessing of God, wholly fail of success, if I can only secure 
from you, Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees, that cordial and steady support 
which I have a right to ask, and which, I feel sure, as I show myself to be 
worthy of it, I shall receive. If what I have said to-day shall meet your 
approval, or, in other words, if I have been successful in defining the true 
position of our Church, and the design for which her General Seminary has 
been instituted, then shall I feel more confidence in my position, and the firmer 
hope that the imperfections which may characterize my administration will be 
the result, not of any variance of principle between us, but only of those un- 
avoidable defects and infirmities that attach to us all. 

It would be an act of injustice if I did not avail myself of this opportunity 
to say to you, my Brethren of the Faculty, how highly I appreciate, and how 
grateful I feel for the kind and generous reception you have given me, and 
the unmistakable desire you have evinced, without any exception, to render 
every duty appertaining to my office as easy and as effective as it can be made. 

And to you, my younger Brethren, Students of the Seminary, who have now 
become my pastoral care, there can be no more appropriate occasion than the 
present in which to address to you a few admonitory words; they are but in 
part my own. 

You are now preparing yourselves to become ministers of Christ’s Church. 
Begin, then, early to pursue the road which the Church dictates. You must no 
longer think your own thoughts, or form your own plans, but learn what the 
Church teaches, and obey what she commands. You may think that, at some 
time, something is left, in that Church, undone which should be done, something 
done which should be left undone, but you should know also that it belongs not 
to you to remedy or supply the deficiency. You know that God—under whose 
special guidance we believe the Church to be—may indeed permit evil for a 
time ; but His good Spirit will rectify what is wrong, and supply what is wanting, 
in the appointed way, and in due season. Your own aim, therefore, should be 
to understand fully what the spirit of the Church is, and your own duty to 
fulfill it. If any of you are about to become the ministers of God thoughtlessly, — 
and with indifference to your profession, or if any of you are about to become 
such without duly considering the sacrifice of self-will it involves, be persuaded 
to renounce your intention; to renounce it for the sake of a righteous cause, 
which the absence of a right spirit will injure; to renounce it for your own 
sake, in remembrance of the strict and solemn account you must one day give 
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before the judgment seat of Christ and of the heavy doom which awaits the 
unprofitable servant. On the other hand, be not deterred, if you have a real 
and firm desire to become God’s servants, by any fear of the duties to be 
required of you. With the trial there comes strength to the righteous heart; 
with the difficulty, support and encouragement. The comfort and help of the 
Spirit, which are given to all that ask it, will be given in full measure to you, 
and will carry you through every trial and every danger. You are engaged 
now in studies which, most of all studies, enlarge and elevate the mind; in duties 
which, most of all duties, tranquilize and sanctify the soul. And soon you are 
to do the work of God in the world; you are to be a source of light and truth 
and blessing. Take courage, then, for the work before you; you are permitted 
to have respect to the recompense of reward; here, it will be the consciousness 
of having labored diligently for the good of mankind; hereafter, it will be the 
approval of that Master, who will receive His good and faithful servant into 
His own eternal joy. 


VII 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL DISCOURSE COMMEMORATIVE OF LAYING 
DHE CORNER STONE OF SAINT LUKE'S’ CHURCH, HUD? 
SONS) REE CANEW YORK JUNE) 41871 "BY THE 
RECTOR, REVERENDASAAC H. TUTTLE, D.D. 


JOB VIII, 8. 
INQUIRE I PRAY THEE OF THE FORMER AGE, AND PREPARE THYSELF 
TO THE SEARCH OF THEIR FATHERS, 


Fifty years ago this day there was an unusual stir upon the sacred premises 
we occupy to-night. The good, the lion-hearted, the uncompromising defender 
of truth—Bishop Hobart—stood here with a band of his clergy and laity about 
him for the solemn ceremony of laying the corner-stone of Saint Luke’s 
Church. 

Of course the number of our clergy would have been small had all been 
present. This metropolis and our Church had not then shadowed forth their 
present proportions. New York City, at the opening of this century, had a 
population only of about 60,000. At that time the clergy of our Church num- 
bered but some twenty-one or two in the whole State of New York, and there 
were in the year 1800 less than 30 parishes where now are the five large Dioceses 
of New York, Western New York, Central New York, Long Island and 
Albany ; and under their five energetic Bishops are some seven hundred clergy- 
men. Yet over the entire ground of these now five Dioceses, covering the whole 
State of New York, each earlier Bishop had his jurisdiction, and consequent 
task of most indefatigable ministrations, traversing too, in those days, large 
sections of it by stage or wagon. At the beginning of this century Trinity 
Parish, with two or three other churches, stood the only representatives of the 
Episcopal Church in this city, where now, in the seventy Churches and Chapels, 
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is the common worship of our branch of the Holy Catholic Church. Even on > 
the 4th of June, 1821, there were but the ten Churches of Trinity, Christ Church, 
Grace, Saint Esprit, Saint George’s, Saint James, Saint Mark’s, Saint Michael’s, 
Saint Stephen’s and Zion, to welcome Saint Luke’s into their households of faith. 

Among the then improbabilities at the commencement of this century was 
the want of any Church so far away amid these fields of Greenwich. True 
there were scattered along, at wide intervals, the country residences of General 
Morton, corner of Morton and Washington streets, and Samuel N. Thompson, 
corner of Le Roy and Washington, and at Greenwich and Bethune was William 
Bayard’s mansion, where Madame Jumel, it is said, for some time resided. 
Still lower in Greenwich, near Le Roy, stood Cold Spring Garden, on an 
eminence, while a block or two at the east of us, in Charles street, long the 
residence of Lady Warren, was the\mansion of Sir Peter Warren, known of 
late as the Van Ness Place, its noble grounds covering almost the entire Ninth 
Ward, and about the last to yield its noble domain to the exactions of this 
growing city. A little farther up, and toward the banks of the Hudson, still 
remains the old State prison, now nearly concealed by adjoining buildings, but 
then relatively farther from the city than Sing Sing now is. 

So little was the growth of this section anticipated, that all the church ground 
from Christopher street to Vandam was offered, we are told, to an ancestor of 
an individual before me for $1,500. And about the only dwelling on Hudson 
street, between us and Canal street, was the Brant, afterward better known as 
the Tyler Tavern, still standing on the corner of Spring and Hudson. 

The population, therefore, in this quarter at the time we commemorate, was 
exceedingly sparse. Yet the Ritter family, drawn so near us as Jones street, 
together with Mr. D. A. Cushman and Floyd Smith, lately come into Barrow 
street, with the Harrisons, Richard and Richard N.—these fresh Church elements 
uniting with such families as Clement C. Moore, Nicholas and John P. Roome, 
Edward N. Cox, Samuel M. Thompson, Andrew Backus, and with a very few 
others within the radius of a mile, soon found their thoughts turning in com- 
mon to the privilege and duty of associate worship in the straggling village of 
Greenwich. 

It is interesting to observe Church purposes crystallize and take their con- 
crete form. 

The Rev. George Upfold, M.D., had come to the city from Lansingburgh 
and Waterford, to attend a Diocesan convention. He was made acquainted, 
through his former friend, Mr. D. A. Cushman, with the little knot of Church- 
men way up on this part of the island, and perhaps the frank offer of $20 by 
Mr. Cushman to start a church, then a considerable contribution for a young 
man, won upon Mr. Upfold to visit the Churchmen in Greenwich. The con- 
ference was held at the residence of that large-hearted Church family—the 
Ritters—and the noble woman who presided over the household, and whose 
tablet on the walls of this edifice continually testify to her character, lived to 
greatly bless the incipient enterprise. 

On Friday evening of the same week, in October, 1820, they arranged for a 
service. Mr. Amos, well known in this village, had built a school-house in 
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Amos street, the only one in the Ninth Ward, and still standing between Hud- 
son and Bleecker, and Mr. Obadiah Parker, its schoolmaster, politely tendered 
the use of the room for this first service. It was natural that Mr. Upfold’s 
acceptable ministrations should have drawn from the congregation a request 
that he officiate on the following Sunday—which he did to an increased con- 
gregation—and at the same time gave legal notice for the forming of a congre- 
gation, and to take the proper steps for the organization of a parish. 
We have this record of the first legal meeting of the parish. 


“At a meeting of those persons in the village of Greenwich who are desirous 
of establishing a Protestant Episcopal Church, and for the purpose of electing 
two Church Wardens and eight Vestrymen for the same, at O. Parker’s school- 
room, on Monday evening, 6th November, Joun P. RoomME was chosen Chair- 
man; RicHarp N. Harrison, Secretary. 


Resolved, That we proceed to an election, and that Mr. Walker and Mr. 
Henry Ritter be the inspectors. 

The following persons were duly chosen Church Wardens: CLement C. 
Moore and Epwarp N. Cox. 


V estrymen.—Richd. Harrison, Nicholas Roome, Floyd Smith, John P. Roome, 
Richard N. Harrison, Henry Ritter, Samuel M. Thompson, Andrew Backus. 


Resolved, That this Church shall hereafter be known in law by the name, 
style and title of the Rector, Church.Wardens and Vestry of Saint Luke’s 
Church, New York. 


Resolved, That the first Monday in Easter week of each year, between the 
hours of twelve and one o’clock Pp. M., be and is hereby fixed as the time for the 
future elections of two Wardens and eight Vestrymen for this Church. 


New York, November 6, 1820.” 


Thus reads the first minutes on the parish records. Of those ten men, most 
of them then in early manhood, Mr. Floyd Smith alone survives, a gentleman 
well known in the councils of the Church for half a century as a staunch 
advocate of evangelical truth and apostolical order. He only, however, fairly 
represents the devotion and zeal of his colleagues, who for many years were 
identified in the great Church work under the leadership of Hobart and Onder- 
donk. It is a lasting honor to this parish that its first and highest officer was 
Clement C. Moore, that accomplished scholar and Christian gentleman, and 
noble benefactor to literature and theology—first giving himself and his time 
and talents unto the Lord—and then an ample endowment of land to our general 
seminary, and consecrating to theology and sound learning his valuable services 
as Professor in Hebrew and Oriental languages. The Harrisons, the Roomes, 
the Ritters, are beacon lights of the past. The thoughts of the vestry and 
parish centered naturally on the Rev. Mr. Upfold as their desired Rector, and 
he was elected as such for one year. _ 

Now commenced the stirring life of Saint Luke’s. The subscription list bore 
the names of generous benefactors. Trinity Church, whose munificence was 
felt in all early Church enterprises, promptly gave the ground for the Church, 
and soon after added two more lots for the churchyard, and has to the present 
hour felt and met an obligation to uphold a Church in this large section of her 
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possessions. The work of gaining friends and encouragement and aid, went on 
through the activities of the small but earnest band of men and women. Through 
the kindness of the Common Council, the room over the old watch-house, corner 
of Hudson and Christopher streets, was granted for the use of the nascent 
Church; the proffered articles and appropriations soon gave to the room its 
appointments of decency and order. The Rector-elect entered on the duties of 
his office December 6, 1820, some twenty families coming under his charge, and 
the usual attendance at service being from forty to sixty persons. On Christmas 
Day, December 25, 1820, the Holy Communion was administered for the first 
time to about sixteen communicants. 

The village of Greenwich now began to make progress from two causes. 
The old State prison, whose walls enclosed about four acres and “extended 
from corner of Christopher, and run up Washington street to about half way 
between Charles and Perry streets, and then ran westerly with a break in the 
north line down West to Christopher and up that street to the corner of the 
starting point,” and containing some two hundred and fifty convicts, became a 
prominent point in this open country, and naturally drew around it the enter- 
prising shopmen and market dealers. But the growth of Greenwich was still 
more accelerated by the more adventurous, who, in times of yellow fever, fled 
beyond the hills of Broadway, and Reade and Duane streets, and Richmond 
hill, and came as far as lower and upper Greenwich sections, about Spring and 
Hammond streets. The vestry were now encouraged to project a building of 
the dimensions of 45 feet by 55, but one and another showing interest in Church 
matters, the plan was enlarged, though not without some misgiving, to 48 by 
65 feet. 

Mr. John Heath offered the successful bid for the erection of the Church, 
contracting to build it for $7,500. From this point the little Church colony had 
committed to them a great undertaking, and arrangements were made for laying 
the corner-stone. Mr. Labagh, a zealous layman, had the stone prepared at 
his own expense, and it was brought to the spot, bearing this inscription: 


“GtLory TO Gop IN THE HIGHEST.” 
SWE sre Lee 
Erected A. D. 1821. 


Rev. GeEorGE Uprotp, M.D., Rector. 


CLEMENT C. Moore, 
Epwarp N. Cox, } Church Wardens. 


NicHOLAS RooME, 
Henry RITTER, 

ANDREW BACKUS, 

JoHN P. RoomeE, 

FLoyp SMITH, 

THOMAS sina, | 


V estrymen. 


D. A. CUSHMAN, 
Wo. H. Harrison, 
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Church notices were given in the city and around, of the laying of this stone 
on June 4th. 

The auspicious day arrived. Except for those who commanded private or 
public carriages, there was slight accommodation for reaching the grounds. Up 
to that time scarcely more than two stages a day ran from this country quarter 
into the city, and the passengers inside had not then learned to grumble as the 
stage stopped here and there along the way to the Battery, while one and another 
got out to shop. Most of the population were below Chambers street. The 
plain red stone on the north side of the City Hall shows, that at that time it 
was thought improbable that many would have occasion to pass beyond its 
marble front facing the south. 

But curiosity and propriety drew many this day out of the precincts of the 
city, to attend the laying of this corner-stone. Some took the lanes winding 
among and over the hills of Broadway, till they reached the stone bridge which 
spanned the canal. Other parties passed on, till they crossed the wooden bridge 
over the canal at Greenwich street. Both companies on crossing the canal 
found their paths in the vicinity of the celebrated mansion of Richmond hill, 
which stood on the high eminence in sight of the city. This mansion of the 
English Major Mortier, naturally became for a time, as a place of observation 
and ample dimensions, the head-quarters of Gen. Washington. The splendor 
of Richmond hill was perhaps at its height when occupied by Aaron Burr, 
where his home life was spent when freed from his duties as Vice-President of 
the United States. But our friends, as they pushed towards these grounds, 
could have scarcely passed through the forest trees and exquisite scenery about 
Charlton and Spring and Varick streets, even up to Clarkson street, without a 
shudder at the awful murder which had been lately revealed by Juliana Elmore 
Sands being found dead in Manhattan well near Spring street. The evident 
marks of violence on the body of this beautiful young quakeress, on a cold 
winter’s night, was too unusual an incident in those more primitive days of 
the metropolis, and the trial of the supposed murderer left upon those meadows 
and groves too deep shadings of horror not to arrest the thoughts of our 
friends on that day, while proceeding to the religious ceremony of laying this 
corner-stone. 

The fact of this imposing ceremony seems to have reached the city papers 
in two days. I am indebted to one* to whom the city is so greatly indebted, for 
a reference to The Columbian, a daily of that year, which has on the 6th of 
June, 1821, the following paragraph: 

“The corner-stone of a new Episcopal Church, to be called Saint Luke’s 
Church, Greenwich, was laid on Monday at ten o’clock. The ceremony was 
performed by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, assisted by the Rev. G. Upfold and 
many of the clergy. The building will be plain and neat, and contains upwards 


of one hundred pews on the ground floor. The erection of this Church, we 
learn, is owing to the exertions of a few gentlemen, who have given their in- 


*Let me here express my indebtedness to Mr. De Voe, for sources of information on the 
condition of New York, in the first part of this century, and my admiration that one, amid the 
pressure of great business transactions, should have contributed so much important information 
and so many valuable works and papers for the present and coming generations. 
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dividual responsibilities for the cost of the edifice. The ground is a present from 
Trinity Church.” 


Greenwich village soon began to exhibit signs of growth, especially in summer. 
To escape the yellow fever, especially of 1822, not only families and individuals, 
but even business and the banks resorted to the country of Greenwich. The 
temporary banking-houses in Bank street above us gave it its name. 

Some enterprising Churchmen, zealous to secure for Saint Luke’s a winter 
congregation, induced capitalists to make the experiment of erecting houses, 
which is noticed as a success, and was again attempted. The Rector’s taste for 
shrubbery soon surrounded the Church premises with enlivening trees, many of 
which still form a feature of beauty and comfort. The example was contagious, 
and all the streets around were soon clad in living green. Happily the ruthless 
axe of improvement has thus far spared these trees. 

Among the very first dwellings erected on the street were the parsonage, the 
next building on the south, and the adjoining house. The Rector, however, paid 
for the rent of the parsonage out of his salary of $800. In those days $50 paid 
the sexton for his duties. The best pews were let for $20 a year. The Church 
of Saint Esprit loaned us a bell then in use at Saint Stephen’s Church. A Mrs. 
Sullivan presented the first folio Bible, and from the old firm of Messrs. T. & J. 
Swords came prayer books, and from Mr. T. S. Stanford came a Bible, as gifts 
to Saint Luke’s. 

There was neither paid choir nor any organ for some time in this Church. 
Yet it was noted for its excellent music, under the leadership of Mr. D. A. Cush- 
man, to whom this Church, as well as many others, had occasion to return votes 
of thanks for the valued musical services of himself and family. 

A plated communion service, consisting of several vessels, was received 
through Mr. F. Smith, and bearing these words, “Presented by a friend of Saint 
Luke’s Church, June, 1823.” 

In the third year of its existence, the parish was getting bold enough to think 
of securing an organ with 3% stops for $250, conditioned, however, on securing 
voluntary music and organist. 

But I have noted enough to show the early Church simplicity of the parish. 
For several years Dr. Upfold performed stated services at Trinity Church, 
alternately with Rev. Mr. Doane, afterwards the Bishop of New Jersey, but 
then an assistant at Trinity. The parish steadily gained in strength, and in 
1828 had about one hundred families. 

The first record of official acts by Mr. Upfold is, Dec. 13, 1820, the baptism 
of Catharine Augusta Roome, daughter of Nicholas and Jemima Roome. This 
entry stands at the head of the baptisms in the parish, the number of which to 
the present date amounts to 4,048. 

The first recorded marriage, July 7, 1821, is that of “James Gardener to 
Elizabeth Belcher.” The register of marriages from that date shows that the 
bonds of matrimony have been solemnized on 1,154 occasions. 

The first recorded interment is that of Mrs. Aymar, at the advanced age of 87. 
The burials since, as appears from the parish register, are 1,410 in number. 
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The Rev. Mr. (now Bishop) Upfold, of Indiana, after a Rectorship of eight 
years, of great success and usefulness, accepted a call to the Rectorship of Saint 
Thomas Church, Broadway, vacant by the death of the Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie. 

On the 15th of the same February, the Rev. Levi S. Ives, then assistant 
minister of Christ Chirch in Anthony street, accepted the call to the Rectorship 
of this parish. 

The winning address and parochial fidelity of Mr. Ives soon showed its 
results in a resolution of the vestry of the same year to enlarge the Church, 
at the estimated cost of $5,035.09. 

At this time, Miss Louisa Gillingham entered on her brilliant career as vocalist 
in this city, and her services were secured in this Church at a salary of $250 per 
annum. That was the period of galleries, and even this Church was now for 
the first time crowded to the galleries. The population in this section was 
rapidly increasing, and a large portion were prominent Episcopalians. Mr. 
Ives remained here but about three years, when he resigned to be consecrated 
for his duties as Bishop of North Carolina. As a parish priest he was eminently 
successful. The earlier part of his Episcopate was marked by able measures. 
That its latter part, till his resignation of his Bishoprick, and his course for a 
while after, gave good reason to his Diocese and friends to fear his mind at 
times had lost its balance, is perfectly reasonable. To this supposition I refer, 
not in order to explain or excuse his joining the Church of Rome, but to excuse 
conduct and declarations otherwise utterly inconsistent with his reputed upright- 
ness and candor. And I feel bound to say in this connection, that just before 
sailing for Europe, while yet a Bishop of our Church, he officiated here with me 
in this parish, and expressed his grief that one whom he much loved had left 
us for the Roman Communion, and stated how he had endeavored to dissuade 
him from such a step. Yet it afterward appeared that he had at this very time 
fairly committed himself to the same step, and soon announced his submission 
to the Roman See. Surely, in charity we must refer such conduct, and many 
circumstances attending him while in England, to some aberration of mind. 

October, 1831, signalizes the call of the Rev. W. R. Whittingham to the 
Rectorship of this Church. It is not surprising that the efforts of this devoted 
minister and able scholar should have shown themselves at once in the important 
element of parochial education. His vigorous mind seized firmly hold of the 
necessity of Church schools, if true religion and sound Christian principles, and 
Apostolical doctrines and discipline, are ever firmly to be rooted and make 
substantial progress. He saw that the early Church always had by its side the 
parish school; that the work of education was the bounden obligation of the 
Church, an office which she is not allowed to delegate to other hands. Soon 
the walls of the large building now standing opposite us began to rise, under 
the charge and cost of this parish. Two schools of male and female depart- 
ments opened their doors to the numerous pupils. 

But the work began to tell upon the constitution of Mr. Whittingham. He 
still continued editor of the standard works published by the N. Y. P. E. Press; 
also of the works published by the P. E. Sunday School Union. And when to 
these were added other editorial duties, no wonder he was compelled to ask for 


S 





—_*" 


Ae 








546 SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH 


twelve months’ greater retirement, obtaining assistance in parochial duties from 
Rev. J. M. Forbes. 

But God was preparing Dr. Whittingham for the highest office in the Church, 
first leading him to a professorship in the General Theological Seminary, 
whence in the ripeness of his powers he was called to the Bishoprick of Mary- 
land, where he still holds his high office to the glory of God. 

August fifth of the same year (1834) the vestry was called to fill the Rector- 
ship, vacant by the resignation of Dr. Whittingham. The previous valued and 
acceptable temporary services of Rev. J. Murray Forbes were too fresh in the 
minds of the parish to allow the vestry to decide upon any other as Rector of 
Saint Luke’s. And he was instituted as such on F riday morning, Sept. 26, 1834. 

It is not surprising, after the experience and financial embarrassment. in- 
curred by such men as Bishop Doane in Burlington College, Bishop Hopkins in 
Vermont, Dr. Hawks on Long Island, and scores of others who have never 
commanded the resources which education involves and deserves; it is not 
surprising that the school enterprises of Saint Luke’s should have caused finan- 
cial distress and final abandonment. But this did not take place till the schools 
had given good proof of their mighty efficiency in the work of Christ and his 
Church.* The deserved acceptableness of the new Rector was soon evinced 
in the progress of the parish. 

But I shall not dwell on the many incidents of Dr. Forbes’ sixteen years 
Rectorship. He was the first to repair the altar of the Lord that was broken — 
down, restoring the daily services and weekly communion in the city. The 
day of parochial trials began to overtake the congregation. The tide of popu- 
lace which gathered and was held here for a while, began to break over the 
boundaries of Greenwich, and flowed toward the north and east, till for several 
years this parish seemed like a gate in the highway, through which the Church 
population passed out from below for new points and to form new parishes 
beyond. It is interesting to note now in other parishes the multitudes of 
prominent names at one time associated with Saint Luke’s. But shall I shrink 
from adverting to the close of Dr. Forbes’ many and noble and trying labors 
here.t I am not surprised that the opposition he experienced to doctrines and 
usages and practices which we all now recognize as right, should have in a 
measure stunned him. He was simply then in advance of his times. The serv- 
ices in Saint Luke’s then regarded as novelties are now common everywhere. 
Nor am I surprised that claimed authorities and supposed facts in favor of 
Rome, especially as presented by Mr. N ewman, should have weighed upon 
him under the circumstances. At that time the false decretals of Rome had 
not been so fully exposed by scholars. At that time Mr. Newman stood so 
high, that few questioned, and none took the pains to verify, the references in 
his book on Development. At that time, the Church was as it were awakened 
out of sleep, and many were scarcely self-collected. At that time it was never 


*Of the trustees of those schools, Mr. A. B. McDonald is the only one still remaining in the 
parish. He has also since 1841, a period of thirty years, been a warden of Saint Luke's. 

tWe can hardly realize the loose and slovenly ways in which services were then too generally 
performed ; and how many catholic ways and days and usages were neglected. 
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believed that the Roman Church would still add to its novelties, till it pro- 
claimed the immaculate conception of the Virgin and the infallibility of the 
Pope. Some of our highest minds, under a morbid fear that the Anglican 
Church would not prove true to the tests of Catholicity, early left her, and 
many of the holiest and most conscientious, under fuller experience and fuller 
light, have had the moral courage to confess their error, and return to the 
Church they left.* Doubtless the history of that time will yet be developed by 
the pen of some competent to give it. 

Twenty-one years ago this month, the earnest letters of Bishop Onderdonk 
and Dr. Berrian, and the entreaty of many in the ministry, added to the earnest 
call of the vestry, induced your preacher to accept the task of continuing the 
usefulness of this parish. But I pass over in silence the events of my Rector- 
ship. The adjoining buildings which have been erected for Church purposes, 
the improvements of the Church exterior, and the various works of active 
charities, have each their history. If my ministry should be deemed in any 
way successful, let it in the first place be attributed under God to the stead- 
fastness and fidelity of the laymen, who, amid all the trials of desertion, stood 
firm, as the laymen have generally done, to the principles of the Church—to the 
many noble women who have labored here much in the Lord. But neither their 
labors, with my own, would have saved this now down-town parish from the 
terrible experience of so many others, similarly located, but for that ancient 
Church and corporation whose property lies in this quarter, and which has 
recognized it as her privilege and her duty to sustain here the ministrations of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

Fifty years of Church life here have passed, and soon our own shall end. 
May other hands, with better hearts and minds, carry on the glorious work of 
Christ and his Church. To many of you what memories must be awakened 
to-day, clustering around this spot. The strength and spiritual life of your 
early manhood and womanhood was here developed and exerted. How many 
of you may have here entered the kingdom of God to your everlasting joy? 
How many of your holiest associations linger about this plain old Church? How 
many of your dear friends once here with you are now within the blessed 
paradise? Soon for us will come the night, when no man can work. But, 
dearly beloved, may it be said of you: “They will go from strength to strength, 
and unto the God of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion.” 


*No books that could be written would be of equal testimony against Rome, and in favor of 
our Church, as the return to us of men of such acknowledged abilities and blameless lives. 
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Map of Vaults in St. Luke’s Churchyard. 
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IX 


A PERSONAL LETTER TO REVEREND DOCTOR TUTTLE FROM 
WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR AT THE TIME OF THE 
REMOVAL OF REMAINS OF RELATIVES FROM 
THE OLD CHURCHYARD IN HUDSON STREET 


21 West 26th Street, 
New York, 
May 25th, 1882. 


Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle. 
My dear Sir: 


I have, this afternoon, seen the assistant sexton of Trinity Chapel, and have 
desired him to make the necessary arrangements for the removal of the remains 
of my relatives, until now interred at St. Luke’s, some day next week. He will 
confer with your Mr. Hitchcock on this matter. 

I have also cautioned him that in a business of this kind where one’s feelings 
are concerned all possible privacy should be used. It would be especially un- 
pleasant to me were any mention of it inserted in any newspaper, and I trust 
Mr. Hitchcock will use a wise discretion, in this respect, with the workmen 
he may employ. 

Thanking you for your obliging courtesy to me in this matter, I am, 


Very respectfully and truly yours, 
(Signed) W. W. ASTOR. 


Xx 
A NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT—DECEMBER 13, 1890 
OLD ST. LUKE’S NO MORE 


All the Bodies Have Now Been Removed from the Churchyard. 


The work of removing the bodies from the old churchyard of St. Luke’s at 
Hudson and Grove streets has been completed. The last of the bones, which 
have been lying in the historic old burying ground during the best part of a 
century, were boxed up yesterday and transferred either to Woodlawn or Mount 
Hope Cemeteries. 

Nearly seven hundred bodies have been removed by the contracting under- 
taker, and for only a very few of these were there any claimants, who directed 
the disposition of the remains. In the majority of cases the families of the 
dead had completely disappeared, and the church wardens of St. Luke’s took 
charge of the remains for reinterment. 

Most of the burials were made prior to 1840, and some of the well-known 
people who were interred are the Wilmerdings, Costars, Amoses, Captain 
Charles Merrithew (who was drowned with the crew of his ship off the Irish 
coast), Captain James Funk of the Havre Line, Captain Edward R. Thompson 
of the Black Ball Line of Liverpool packets, Daniel Stansbury, John Fleming, 
formerly City Controller; Alderman E. D. West, Alderman Schmelzel, Francis 
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Peckwell, Peter Aymar, Timothy Widdermore, Mrs. James A. Thompson, Dr. 
David Buchan and George P. Morgan. 

The first body was buried in the old churchyard in 1823, and was that of 
Mrs. Aymar, who died at the good old age of eighty-seven. The church was 
built in 1821 on land in “Greenwich Village” donated by Trinity Church. 

The coffins that had been underground for the longest time were in the best 
state of preservation. Most of these were made of black mahogany. The 
more modern coffins, with but few exceptions, had turned into dust, while some 
of those which have been in the ground for over sixty years are as solid as when 
they were buried. The silver coffin plates, as a general thing, were well pre- 
served, and there was but little difficulty in deciphering the inscriptions, but 
most of the plates made of other material were so rust-eaten as to have no 
trace of their original form. 

In the excavations that were made for the removal of the bodies many in- 
teresting historical relics were unearthed. Among these were several cannon 
balls, dating evidently from the time of the Revolution, and a number of small 
arms of the same period. While the work of taking up the bodies, which began 
last Spring, was progressing, visitors appeared daily who came to look for the 
remains of some members of their family who had died years before. 

One gray-haired old man, after a long search, found the coffin in which his 
mother had been buried nearly half a century ago. The long, gray hair was 
just as it had been fixed when she was buried. The old man procured a lock 
of the hair and carefully placed it in an envelope, but found, when he got home, 
that it had crumbled to dust. 

Now that the work of clearing out the graveyard has been completed, the 
task of demolishing the old church will probably be begun without much delay. 
The property is owned by Trinity Church, having been bought by that corpora- 
tion from St. Luke’s about a year ago. 

Trinity Church has owned a block at the corner of Leroy and Hudson streets, 
two blocks below this church, for over a hundred years, and has reserved it all 
that time for a church location. Owing to the condition of St. John’s Chapel 
it has been deemed advisable recently to take down portions of that edifice, and 
it is estimated that it will require $40,000 to $50,000 to put it in safe condition 
again. Consequently, it was resolved to build a church at the corner of Leroy 
and Hudson streets. This location being so near St. Luke’s, the vestry of St. 
Luke’s decided to move uptown and sell this property to Trinity, if they saw 
fit to purchase it. 

Another motive which induced St. Luke’s to vacate the grounds in favor of 
Trinity was the ability and intention of Trinity Church to erect on the block 
at Leroy street a church and school-house buildings, and to transfer their hos- 
pital to that location, to the great advantage of this portion of the city. 

The new location for St. Luke’s Church is at One Hundred and Forty-first 
street and Convent avenue. Services are already held there in the Alexander 
Hamilton mansion, which has been moved to these grounds. 


To the above account the author wishes to add an incident of her own ex- 
perience: 

Two bodies of children, a boy and a girl, about ten and twelve years of age, 
while awaiting re-interment were placed in the belfry of the church where many 
persons viewed them—they were so beautiful to look at and remarkably pre- 
served though having been in the vaults twenty years or more. 

They were encased in mahogany with a full length covering of glass. The 
little girl had golden-color curls and wore a white dress. The boy was likewise 
fair with a jacket of white, bordered with blue—the color still retaining a 
fresh appearance. It was all considered very remarkable—hence this de- 
scription. 

It was reported the bodies had been interred in the Mitchel vault. 
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XI 


LETTER OF REVEREND DOCTOR TUTTLE TO TRINITY CORPO- 
RATION SOLICITING $20,000 TO MATCH THE SAME 
AMOUNT HE INTENDED PERSONALLY TO 
GIVE THE NEW SAINT LUKE’S 


218 West 46th Street, 
Febr’y 26, 1892. 


Dear Mr. Nash: 


I want very much to see you, but probably I can give you in a letter of five 
minutes as much as I would put in a talk of ten. 

In what I am about to say, do not suppose I am unmindful that you as all 
the vestry of Trinity Church are simply concerned and anxious to administer 
righteously the sacred trust committed to you or that I do not appreciate what 
you have done to make old St. Luke’s efficient in a measure successful in a 
section of the city where so many church congregations have weakened. 

Without gainsaying I favored the suggestion of the Rector and comptroller 
to surrender the plant of St. Luke’s to Trinity as every way advisable for 
Church interest in that neighborhood. I may have erred in feeling that it was 
my duty to preserve the parish organization of St. Luke’s instead of dissolving 
into a mission and so I labored for three years to remove the dead from its 
churchyard without law suits and accept the price Trinity placed upon the 
property. It is considered that the $175,000 is an equivalent for St. Luke’s 
property, and this sum Trinity has paid $150,000, in cash $25,000, payable in 
installments. 

I do not think the wisdom in selection of the site or the character of the 
new church is questioned. But it requires about $40,000 more to get it ready 
for occupancy. My brother left me at his death $20,000. I have offered to give 
this towards securing that $40,000 needed to complete the church, if Trinity will 
give the other $20,000. It seems to me she can righteously do this. When you 
consider that for what she has done by way of purchase, etc., she has an 
equivalent in property value and what we now solicit is entitled to consideration 
as Our removal terminates the annual allowance of $10,000 to St. Luke’s from 
Trinity, being the release of interest on $200,000. 

The clergy of our parish cannot be asked to do more than to relinquish all 
they receive at St. Luke’s below to go to the upper St. Luke’s without any 
promised support. Indeed it seems to me that the present Rector on taking 
possession of the new St. Luke’s should resign, that the working Rector may 
have some chance of at least a slight support. 

I do not, Mr. Nash, think you will consider my appeal unwarranted. I was 
called to St. Luke’s by those I could not disregard. “To help save St. Luke’s” 
was their summons to me. And now to see it safe is my one anxiety. 

If Trinity does not feel at liberty to appropriate what is here solicited I shall 
accept it as a double sorrow—my unwisdom or my unworthiness. 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) ISAAC H. TUTTLE. 
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XII 


COPY OF MR. GUINET’S LETTER FROM FRANCE. ON THE COM- 
PLETION OF THE NEW CHURCH, CONVENT AVENUE AND 
141ST STREET, HE PROMISED TO GIVE SAINT LUKE’S 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS. MR. JACOB 
BUTLER ADVANCED THE MONEY 


Antoine Guinet & Cie. Lyon, 31 Rue Puils Gaillot, 
Maison Fondée en 1834 le 23 Jan. 1893. 


To the Reverend Doctor Isaac H. Tuttle, 
Rector of Saint Luke’s Church, New York. 


My dear Sir: 


I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21 ult. informing me of the 
completion of the new Saint Luke’s Church and of the formal opening. 

The happy event so long hoped for has at last taken place, and I know to 
what extent the beautiful part of the City of New York, where the splendid 
temple is located, is indebted to you for it. 


It is as good a crowning of your long and valuable career as you can wish for! | 


Happier than Moses who could only gaze on the promised land in the mist of 
a distant horizon, you have lived long enough to see with your own eyes the 
reality which you had so often dreamed of and so recently wished for. And 
you can now thank and bless the Almighty under the vaults of this superb 
Cathedral which you so often had thought to erect to Him! 

As to us, my dear Sir, we do not count for much in this happy event, nor 
do we wish to derive any pride from it! What we did, we did it in a business- 
like way, I must frankly confess, in order to improve, if possible, a most unfor- 
tunate situation. But we are happy that these $10,000 contribute to a good 
thing, though we would have most preferred to spend it on a Catholic Church. 
Yet we know that He who will be adored under this Grand Dome is the same 
God whom we know and trust, and whose kindness we do so often experience. 


In concluding will you allow me to ask you for the reward of the little we 


made, simply this: Kindly have a special thought of us, a special prayer for 
us, the next time you enter Saint Luke’s Church kneel down and ask Him who 
granted you so much heretofore, to bless my firm and my family! Ask Him 
to so arrange things that we can soon get our money back by the sale of these 
lots which His mansion surveys. 

The motive which prompted our action, when we subscribed, is too worldly to 
permit us to expect any reward from Him. But you, my dear Sir, whose 
heavenly aim benefited by us, you can ask and obtain for us. Please do so, we 
need it! 

We will send to Mr. Butler according to your direction, the $10,000 which 
we subscribed. 

We will remit this amount with a draft on Messrs. Cassomonet & Cie, 
Importers in New York City; it will leave by Saturday’s French boat. 





Sa re, 





REVEREND ISAAC H. TUTTLE, D.D. 
Founder of Homes for the Aged and Destitute 





Me 


ee, 








| 
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I expect to have the pleasure of meeting you in New York before the end of 
Spring, and to attend one of your services. 
Believe me always, dear Sir, 


Yours sincerely and respectfully, 
JR. GUINET. 


P. S.—You will please acknowledge receipt of our subscription when con- 
venient to you. 


XIII 
REVEREND ISAAC H. TUTTLE, D.D. 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
“HOME FOR OLD MEN AND AGED COUPLES” 


Died November 20, 1896 


MINUTES ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Within the past few days this institution has suffered the loss by death of one 
of its best friends and most earnest and faithful supporters. 

The Reverend Isaac H. Tuttle, D.D., was one of those who in 1872 appre- 
ciated the friendless condition of men ane couples who, at the helpless time of 
their old age, were left without a home. 

There was no place for them. 

Doctor Tuttle with a few others organized this institution at a meeting held 
October 16, 1872, of which he was the chairman. 

When a legal organization was effected he was elected Vice-President, the 
Bishop being President, and remained in office until 1894, when he became 
President, the Bishop becoming Visitor, and continued in that office until his 
death. 

From that day until his own old age stopped his work, Doctor Tuttle sought 
to help, advance and increase the usefulness of this Home. He visited the 
inmates faithfully and they loved him and were comforted by the cheering 
words that he always spoke to them. When he was Rector of Saint Luke’s 
Church in Hudson Street he visited the Home daily, and ministered to the 
inmates in health, sickness and in death. 

Doctor Tuttle in addition did much for the Institution in securing financial 
aid and in enlisting the interests of those whose support he secured and held 
towards increasing and developing the work, so that in all ways it can be truly 
said that he was the earliest and truest friend this Home has ever had. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND 
MANAGERS OF “SAINT LUKE’S HOME FOR 
AGED WOMEN” 


REVEREND ISAAC H. TUTTLE, D.D. 
Died November 20, 1896 


At a meeting of the Board of Managers of “Saint Luke’s Home for Aged 
Women,” held December 7, 1896, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted: 


The Board of Managers of “Saint Luke’s Home” desire to express their 
sorrow at the death of their late Rector and Vice-President, the Reverend Isaac 
H. Tuttle, D.D., and to record their deep appreciation of his long and faithful 
work, 

Having founded this Institution in 1852 he ever after gave it his constant care 
and consideration. His zeal and devotion, added to an unbounded faith, helped 
to place the Home on the firm foundation on which it now stands. His kindly 
presence will long be missed among us. 

We offer to his family our heartfelt sympathy in this hour of sadness. 


RESOLVED, That the above minutes be spread on the records and a copy 
sent to his family. 


XIV 


NOTES OF AN EXTEMPORANEOUS ADDRESS BY THE REV- 
EREND GEORGE F. NELSON, D.D., ARCHDEACON OF NEW 
YORK, DELIVERED AT SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, NEW 
YORK, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JANUARY 24, 1909, AT 
A SERVICE IN MEMORY OF THE REVEREND 
JOHN T. PATEY, PH.D. 


I am sincerely grateful to my Reverend Brother, the present Rector, for the 
privilege of taking part in this Memorial Service. 

My friendship for Doctor Patey began in 1885 about two years before his 
ordination to the Diaconate, and I love to think of what that friendship has 
meant to me and to others of his brethren of the clergy and laity in this city 
during the intervening years. The impression which our lamented friend made 
upon me at the time when I first made his acquaintance is one which has 
deepened with the passing time, and made me more and more prize the privilege 
of his fellowship. It always seemed to me that no one could come within the 
radius of his influence without being profoundly conscious of the strength and 
uprightness of his nature. Men there are who remind us of the words of Holy 
Scripture, “I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place.” The nail to which 
these words refer was not the kind which we use in these days; it was a peg 
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or spike and it was not driven into the wall after the house had been built, but 
set in the wall in the course of its construction, so that it was a part of the 
wall with some of the wall’s firmness and strength. On such a support, heavy 
weights could be hung with the assurance that they were in a sure place. 

All who knew Doctor Patey were quick to understand that his manhood was 
such a support. They could always trust in him without reserve. No one 
could doubt the integrity and straightforwardness of his purpose. He was a 
nail in a sure place, and our affections could lean upon him in perfect con- 
fidence. 

Of course the people of this parish know more of what he was as he went 
in and out among them, and more of what he wrought during his Ministry 
here than any one coming from beyond the parish borders, but I think I am 
safe in saying, that no one, whether of the clergy or laity, could know Doctor 
Patey without being deeply sensible of that quality of intellectual and spiritual 
energy which was of so great value to him in his work. 

His was what we call an active temperament. He was a man of action. His 
genial frankness and robust vitality seemed to fit him especially for social 
fellowship and administrative work, but he was none the less an alert and 
thoughtful student of good books. I have often wondered how he managed 
to keep up with the procession of the best modern thought. It is no easy thing 
for a busy Rector to keep up a familiar acquaintance with his library and to 
keep well informed on the great civic, social and religious questions that are 
agitating the minds of. men in these days. You can well understand that he 
must make extraordinary efforts to keep intellectual step with this age of 
progress and at the same time fulfill his manifold duties as preacher and pastor. 
But while Doctor Patey was unfailingly attentive to his parochial responsibil- 
ities, and endeared himself to his flock by his faithful ministrations, he did not 
neglect his studies. 

It has been said, “we cannot kindle when we will the spark which in the 
heart resides.” I suppose this is true of most men, but the rule has its excep- 
tions, and Doctor Patey was one of the exceptions. It always seemed to me 
that his love of righteousness, his loyalty to high ideals, his conservation to 
unselfish service, and: his sympathy with the struggles and aspirations of all 
groping souls never needed any human incentive to kindle them. They were 
always aglow in that big heart of his, because his spiritual fires were open, and 
kept open to the draft of the sky. This was especially true of the fine quality 
of his nature which kept his heart warm with interest in his fellow men. 

It is said of Napoleon Bonaparte that on one occasion while walking with a 
lady of rank, two workmen bearing heavy loads on their shoulders lurched in 
front of him. His companion, startled by such lese majesty, sprang forward 
and ordered them to fall back. But Napoleon, telling them to pass on in front 
of him, gently rebuked her zeal with the words, “Respect the burden, Madame.” 
We may well believe that Doctor Patey’s sympathy was of the royal kind 
which respected the burden of the poor. Well endowed as he was with gifts 
which fitted him for the sacred Ministry, he proved his fitness most of all by 
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the spirit of brotherhood which kept him in kindly and helpful touch with 
humanity, because it kept his heart in touch with Divinity. It was the glory 
of that sympathy that it was inspired not by the will of the flesh or the will 
of man, but of God. It was sympathy rooted and grounded in the love which 
suffereth long and is kind. It could bear a strain, and still be sweet and 
gracious. 

It is related of Sister Dora, that rare woman whose name is so familiar to 
all of us, that on one occasion when returning to her hospital, a stone thrown 
by a ruffan struck her on the head and inflicted a painful wound. Before the 
wound was healed, the man was brought on a stretcher to the hospital, and 
Sister Dora ministered to him as tenderly as to any of her stricken patients. 
She gave him no hint by word or look that she recognized him. But one day 
while her bandaged head was bending over his cot, he burst into tears of 
repentance, and told her it was his wicked hand that had thrown that stone. 
And you can guess with what wonderment he heard her say, “And do you 
suppose that I have not known all the time that you have been here, that it 
was your hand that gave me this hurt?” Such was the spirit of a woman whose 
hand had learned to clasp and hold the hand of Christ. And such, I believe, 
was the sympathy that pulsed in the heart of our lamented friend. The fountain 
from the everlasting hills keeps on flowing whatever its welcome at the surface. 
Love from the heart of the Infinite keeps on loving whatever discouragements 
confront it. And so we may say that no one is fit for the Master’s use who 
has not the Master’s spirit. No one is fit to be a soldier of the Cross who is 
not ready to endure hardness with love’s patience and cheerfulness. And of 
all the many cherished memories of the grace and strength of Doctor Patey’s 
personality, surely none seems more worthy to touch responsive cords in our 
hearts than his sympathy, which seems to me to be speaking a message ex- 
emplified by his whole noble life. Yes, it seems to me, in this solemn hour, 
that the spirit of his sympathy, as from living lips, is saying to you, his beloved. 
flock, Go on, dear friends, in hope and constancy, with your work for humanity 
and for this Church, set here like a beacon on a hill, to send out God’s light 
and truth. And as Saint Luke was called “the beloved physician,” so may each 
one of you try to be more and more a beloved physician of the soul, to minister 
the medicine of loving sympathy and of a good example to your sin-sick and 
troubled brethren; for, 

“What e’er may die and be forgot, 
Work done for God it dieth not.” 


XV 


ADDRESS BY THE REVEREND MILO H. GATES DELIVERED AT 
SAINT LUKE’S CHURCH, NEW YORK, ON SUNDAY EVENING, 
JANUARY 24, 1909, AT A SERVICE IN MEMORY OF 
THE REVEREND JOHN T. PATEY, PH.D. 


I wish to bring to the congregation of Saint Luke’s Church the deepest and 
sincerest sympathy from my own people. I will not call my congregation a dif- 
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ferent one, because as years have passed by and our own friendship and intimacy ‘a 
with Doctor Patey have grown closer, we have come to feel at the Intercession ‘ 
that we are one congregation with you of Saint Luke’s. We have felt almost as 
though your minister was our minister, and certainly at this time we feel, all of 
us, that your loss is our loss, and so our sympathy with you tonight is keener 
and deeper because our people knew and loved your minister as they did. And so 
I wish to utter for you and for myself a word which I am sure you would wish 
me to speak, of profound thanks to Archdeacon Nelson for the touching and 
eloquent and greatly true eulogy which he has just uttered in our hearing. I 4 
am sure none of us have ever heard one more beautiful. ‘ 

Doctor Patey was never willing that his interests and affections and his 
friends should be confined by any narrow parochialism. Whenever a call came 
to him, from whatever source, whether from the individual, the neighborhood, 
or the great city, he was always ready to answer and to give of his very best. 
What he has been to this parish I need not say. Those to whom he ministered 
in sorrow, and those to whom he revealed that rare gift of friendship which was { 
peculiarly his, will know better than I, and in their hearts will now preserve A. 
these memories as the most priceless jewels of their lives. 

My acquaintance with Doctor Patey is not new,—at the beginning of my own 
ministry he was the assistant minister at Saint Luke’s which was then a neigh- i 
boring church to the Ascension where I was serving, and we very often in these ; 
later days have spoken of the coincidence that we, who had served at the begin- , 
ning of our ministry in neighboring churches, should again be serving as 
ministers of neighboring churches. F) 

I recollect very well the impression made among students in the Seminary | 
when it was announced that Doctor Patey, then known as a successful lawyer, 
would be admitted into the ministry. You will easily understand this had a 
profound influence among the students. We felt that one who had had experi- ; { 
.ence in practical affairs and who was giving up a successful career at the Bar 
must be doing this because of a profound belief in the reality and value of the 





service which the ministry offers to the community. ; 

I have spoken of the wideness of Doctor Patey’s interests. One of the most i 
inspiring influences that can come from the example of Doctor Patey was his 
constant enthusiasm for civic righteousness. To the very end of his life, and i 


even when it was apparent to all his friends that the effort was one calling for 
real sacrifice, Doctor Patey would attend meetings and serve on committees, 
and in every way possible attest his interest in the affairs of the city. He never 
lost faith but that righteousness would win. He was not in any sense an agitator 
or a so-called “reformer”. He believed that the parties were at heart sound, and 
while he might take sides with one as against the other, he did it with no word 
of suspicion on his lips. His enthusiasm here may well be an example to us 
who were by birth Americans. In losing your Rector, I feel you will realize that 
we have lost also one of the foremost citizens of this section of our great city. 
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XVI 
EARLY BAPTISMS 


CHILDREN OF THE FOLLOWING NAMES 


NicHo.as Roome (had 18 children and died “ 

TS 2A ) asses aha cae gl ares ciel eet icle cat en ae nS Baptismal service took place in 
Hewry BROOME thc et ne gear ae the Watch House, corner Chris- 
TAM RS. NG OW BL ee ae ee are topher Street and Hudson Street, 
DAS CUSAMAN ian as cae eee aoene ce: December, 1820 
HENRY (PORTER. Vain slew ase we eee ere tian'e tits 


CLEMENT CT IMOORN a ietone Genet re le Sti 
PETERVRITTER Soe ctae vate a tie dae es cae 
WiI.ttAMeNICHOLS#: bcc te ee one aoe ine 
JAMES; MICIION AUB A. otccces wk oe ee akin aes 
FLOYD SMITE toch one es hoe be Lame ae 
MVILLIA MS LURE Cer stats cers al aoe aes 
J ORL SE LOOIN ore ct wile siuca'ad wea piste tie cle retciele 1821-1822 
‘THOMAS GONSTANTING cee rcicds cuts te ee 
JACOB ALBERT ROOME. ccc sa. coset. onten ae 
MOSES BRADET: fo.) aie) coven sisi ea ete 
HENEY? RETren fish oe elected fen. te ae 
JOSHUAFMOOECOR op seal eels oe ae aaee 
ADAM TIVELAL A Watecins ih ik ie a ica Cin een one ete 


JOSFUA “PEYDMALS aa ive nee ae Wa ees 
EMitay MOGRn fave rte cee eel eee ee ee First in the Church Building, 
GEronor? Coser Ces eo crass eee cae eR eee May 1822 


XVII 
MEMORIAL WINDOWS IN OLD SAINT LUKE’S 


Capt. Epwarp R. THOMPSON BORN DIED 
JANE M. THompson (wife of E. R.) ............... 1805-1873 
EDMOND M.OVOUNG cures oo. eos Gene tee ee ce 1814-1864 
CAPT. THOS, MORGAN: cour aad Oana GAA erate ce 1864 
Rev. GoW. DOANE COPELAND }: oer cen eu ane e 1864 
§ ELIZABETH Bo’ MCDONAIOy vias escsceuec cat oe oaer ee 1864 
| ADELAIDE McDOwALaes Soar esas cies eee 1837 
Mrs, SARAHVWAYMAB(). fa)4h se bouacieet ru ele eee 1861 
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TABLETS 
CATHARINE, WIFE OF PETER RITTER ................. 1766-1828 
AntHony B. McDonatp (38 years Warden, 42 years 
Superintendent of Sunday School) ............... 1806-1879 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR STAINED-GLASS WINDOWS IN 
OLD SAINT LUKE’S 


In 1866 subscriptions for windows were received as below: 

IS nico AF MEE SY WR SBN Ma ag bop 2 Re RN $400 
Nise UMUNDE MOY OUNG serch ioe Angee a Wee ens 450 
PEN CLIONALD Hen ayiiyeiee Mey uk hehe dale n iat 262 
Bow mice | HOMPSONe far, ate gh. or ak as eae GW eve 175 
REONGIOW PORT rc aha ied ie TE ig nes aaa pat: 100 
SAPP HOS eC MORGANG yah cue ar as Use ha io cfu 100 
Pt MIE STIL Ven 1 Ooi, ane Mee NE NC a ie UN 100 
Pes MeNEROHEL Sout yy i Leen Semen Mey oN) by 60 
et ec Sopes Ley OULNG noeiarmuirice |A cA PUREE lie diy cies AI ah UN 50 
PERC BORE CER greatest ete Ie MSPs ans a eaeth ci eow siete 50) 
GEASMIIEDCES SOR ir: Ua a att od AM OBO aaa 2 
BEM ATE DOTOOL Cane eet a ee ere hy vr cadtun ie 53 
POS RC ENG (hs dcie en Ce eI ER Di) Ot 1) ted nM) 10 
$1,835 

ORGANISTS 

1820-1920 

BSUDIAM Dit RREN, hee nD dich $100 Sept. 1, 1826 
PEEACANDER +. sL_EONARDIA. 2.3 oe) occas « 150°) i May <1) 1834 
DNIELEAMUPIARRIMAN oo yoo fe 150 Jan. 3, 1835 
RIEORGEPSCHAENFER dis dcsodc occ eeeke IbO ee Mare 15) 01845 
WY TURTAM BELACK WELL 12). 2 .c sc ko. s 150 =Dec., 1836 
iP AEE CRW ILEING 00°. ot eee as Cece 150.) Jan. 17,7 1837 
WiEw ANDER IKONARDIA.... 0). co... 250 Feb. 6, 1839 
NU etSCHEN Lr dies ae ee 2500 Marsie2, vinag 
oe UNE it RS DI ge Ne aera es 150 Feb. 25, 1850 
PIRTE I ML SROWEN eo a Va eee: 250 July 1, 1850 

$600 appropriated for music April, 1860 

$900 appropriated for music April, 1863 
Ay ocak 5:18 1 ee gp ah ne og TL April 8, 1867 
Ee hh oh 8 (6) EEN Nae lia April 22, 1867 
CARDAMLOIG Um eco en eth van a 900 Sept. 25, 1871 
JoHN WILLIAM CARPENTER ............ Nea RTO eS 

Organist Emeritus October, 1908; died 

June 26, 1910. 

CHARLES WHITNEY Coomss, Mus. Doc.. Nov. 19, 1908 
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ORGANS 
YEAR BUILDER COsT 
1824-0. Redstone ity dacc seo. orcas «ee citeaeeeee $235 
1830 Erber 2cGy urs ck aiyaeeteree cee hone eee 1,100 
1870 Earle (this organ was burned) .........+.... 7,500 
1886 Harrison (moved to new church) ........... 10,000 
1910 Austin Organ compatiync cee case cf ac « catereleates 12,600 


(and possession of old organ) 


XVIII 


LIST OF ALL VESTRYMEN AND OFFICERS OF SAINT LUKE'S, 
TABULATED BY JOHN H. MORRISON 
(PRESENT SENIOR WARDEN) 


Vestry Warden Treasurer Clerk 


Clements CG MOGtE deo ei a clattotan ante 1820-1835 | 1820-1828) 6 ee) ae 
Bdwards Nicos Vo sce wee ne 1820+1825*.... 1820-1825) eee ae ares 
Henry tRittes ou cas oes 1820-1840); | 1825-18405 AW kee eee 
Floyd 'Sauth eto ied a ow eee ee 1820-1840). 1828-1840" yy Si eee 
Nicholas: Roomes. ..cua sieee wees ee LBA LSZ2 i villa oe 1820-1822) 01 fee 
Jon Pe Roome ss i adee sabe ca nee 1820-1 B22 3 oss i tess eee 
Andréw Backus: Gorsey san eee en 1820-18238 a Sa PS a ale ee 
Richard! Ni: Parison ons .os.a wean LBA TR2T i Sot cca iets ee 1820-1821 
Richard ‘Harison-fecces aectece ade as 1620-1820) eo ea Phere ss ee 
Samuel M, Thompson). .'.'o2/s(0.04% LE2051B2E accent OL eo 
Walliams Fie oHariscit’ 245 oc ances. LRZUE B20 a a a eee 1821-1827 
Thomas (Constantine) c5..'6s eneet o 1821-1826 _—.......... 1822-18259 9 Perea 
Don Alonzo Cushman ............ LEZIS 18S 76 ho oat a ee ne i rata haem 
George’. Cope sis sowie e xu tines 1822—1840 8 Bed ke tie ee et 
Fates OW SIS ins ashe bicker alt he 1822518350) eet, Ses eel ae 
Cornelius Qalleyi suv task eae mens IBZ 18388 uss ee 1825~1838 0 in. s8s 
Petereritter. ioc cee deen sur ona 1). 17 Nb ean rmbt Ta tin EVE TE Cos 
Wralltam “Bayard nace svas oes ween eee LS 25-1837 15 doe iss eae lece Bt ee 
Palmas 3) oaWatersac as pic eee IBS BI5s i eee elie ale eee 1827-1835 
George N. Sewell ............0.- 1B27— 1828 ee ae 2 gece ee) Dae ae 
Henry Bicker io) yarn weacn iene WEZ7H18Z28 hoa ec ee en ee 
Toseoty’ Wi Beadel vy. Poe senda *T R281 BAO ir) don 50 ah) aan mA ce 
Thos. Browning % i4s bea ote DVESO-1 SAO 5) cin savain dad sh etl ee orca stot ce aa 
Charles .N.sS; Rowland’ vieoes wens 1835-1840 _—........ 1838-1840 _—.......... 
John RiSatteclee 05.00 wesc 183521840 Sash. pe Pee ee ee 
Heary tetséamianvcaes vam seks ier 1835-1841 1840-1841 ...... 1835-1840 
Anthony B. McDonald .......... 1837-1879 1841-1879 1841-1879 ..... 
Dri James’ Stewart ).\0.. sce Naat elt 18358-18402) ee, pha eer en a as ce 
William’ Nelson? y, ca sicles Heeunin 1840-1844 1840-1844 3s... lee 


Joshua BO Wid ovat cae alerts ots 1840-1846 1844-1846 =... nee 





| Richard N. Wenman 
| William M. Benjamin 


William A. Whitehead 
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Gabriel F. Mott 
John Richardson 
Nicholas G. Ogden 
Charles D. Hall 
Robert S. Goff 
Pienry Meigs, Jr. ......0.ccecneee 
Samuel Wiswall 
Edmund M. Young 
James Wallace 
Isaac Bluxome 
Edward H. Jacob 
G. M. Leake 
Francis Pott 
R. H. Goff 
Theodore D. Meigs 
Edwin B. Clayton 
Joshua B. Wood 
Charles A. Meigs 
H. N. Gamble 
Daniel D. Foote 
Dr. Isaac B. Craft 
William C. Moore 
Talbot Pirsson 
Dr. James W. Elliott 
Isaac Seltzer 
William P. Wallace 
Solomon L. Hull 
John D. Bluxome 
I. I. Aymar 
John Priestly 
John F. Mitchel 
Edward Taylor 
Alex. L. McDonald 
Charles Hedges 
Dr. Joseph Bluxome 
Milo B. Root 
Julian Botts 
John H. Pullis 
Fred’k Cairns 
ier nas.0S)- Ward 
H. Croswell Tuttle 
James Stone 
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XIX 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF HAMILTON GRANGE FOR SAINT LUKE’S 
CHURCH FAIR MAGAZINE, DEC. 1924, WRITTEN 
BY MRS. H. CROSWELL TUTTLE 


In the Summer of 1801 Alexander Hamilton wrote his friend, General 
Pinckney of South Carolina, “A garden is a very useful refuge for a disap- 
pointed politician,’ adding he had bought a farm eight miles from New York 
City. The deed shows that he purchased the property from Jacob Schieffelin 
and Samuel Bradhurst on August 2nd, 1800; the foundation of the house was 
begun in 1801; and the house was completed in 1802. It was occupied by 
Hamilton until the morning of July 11th, 1804, the day of his fatal duel with 
Aaron Burr. 

The property extended from 140th Street to 145th Street, and from Amsterdam 
Avenue to St. Nicholas Avenue, comprising thirty-two acres. The house stood 
about seventy-five feet west of Convent Avenue, near 143rd Street, facing the 
South. 

About the year 1834 the widow of Hamilton sold the property for $25,000, 
and in 1845 it was acquired by the Ward family, bankers of 54 Wall Street, 
and occupied by them as a country residence until 1879. Two sons, William G., 
and John, served as brigadier-generals in the Civil War. Julia Ward Howe was 
a relative. W. H. DeForest bought the entire estate from them for $312,500 
and divided it into building lots. 

In the Autumn of 1889 it happened that the rector of old Saint Luke’s Church 
in Hudson Street was reconnoitering the vicinity for an empty building suitable 
in which to gather the nucleus of a congregation for the new Saint Luke’s about 
to be erected on Convent Avenue and 141st Street. Observing on the west side 
of Convent Avenue a large, old-fashioned frame dwelling that had the appear- 
ance of former glory and elegance, he made inquiries as to its present ownership. 

To his surprise he learned the house had been built and occupied by Alexander 
Hamilton, and that its present owner was Mr. Amos Cotting. 

A mutual acquaintance arranged a luncheon for the rector to meet Mr. 
Cotting. When Doctor Tuttle explained his desire to rent the house, and the 
purpose he had in mind, Mr. Cotting, without hesitation, generously offered to 
make it a deed of gift to him. The house was moved to the east side of Con- 
vent Avenue and placed upon land bought by the Church Corporation. 

The day of the opening services of the Chapel proved rainy, with penetrating 
dampness in the air, and Mr. Cotting ventured to be present, notwithstanding 
his advanced years. He was seized with a chill, and in a week’s time, died 
of pneumonia. 

Whilst the house was used as a chapel many prominent bishops addressed the 
congregations gathered within the walls. Bishop Whitehead, who was baptized 
in old Saint Luke’s; Bishops Talbot, Brewer, Walker, once assistant to Doctor 
Tuttle; also Bishops Gilbert, Coleman and Atwill of Western Missouri, another 
assistant at Saint Luke’s in Hudson Street. 
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At the laying of the corner-stone of the new Saint Luke’s, November 10th, 
1891, the house was crowded with a large assembly of prominent clergy and 


laity of the Episcopal Church, among them the Right Reverend Henry Codman . 


Potter, Bishop of New York. He said, “I wonder if your imaginations were 
touched as mine was when your Rector, Doctor Tuttle, recalled that the new 


birth of Saint Luke’s Church has taken place within these walls where lived 


the third most famous of all the early national heroes—the splendid financier 
who took the finances of the Republic and snatched them out of the very slough 
of despond,—so gifted, so accomplished, so charming, so many sided! How he 
lives in the hearts of Americans to-day !” 

When the building was no longer needed for a chapel, it served the purpose 
of a parish house and rectory. And now it has reached a climax in its history! 
A monument to him who built and lived in it! Forever preserved to posterity 
by New York’s patriotic citizens of the “American Scenic and Historic Preserva- 


tion Society—” as a memorial to the United States’ first Secretary of the 


Treasury. 
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